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 Require approximately one  to one and a half large 

ungulate per week. 

 A lion may not derive full proceeds from a kill due to 

other predators and scavengers.

 Competition may require more frequent taking of prey.

 Generally an adult animal will require from 50 to 75 

ungulates to live for one year.



 In the 1900s Wildlife Managers recognized 
need to reduce predation.

 Recovering Deer, Elk, and Big Horn Sheep 
needed protection.

 By the 1960s populations of these species had 
reached historical highs.

 Measures had essentially eliminated grizzly 
bear and wolves, but the Mountain Lion 
remained throughout the west.



1960s and 
1970s
Transition from 
unlimited trapping 
and hunting to 
protected species.

Regulated take was 
instituted 
throughout the 
West.



Mountain Lion 
Began a Rapid 
increase in 
Numbers

• A 93 day 
gestation  
period.

• With 2 to 4 
young every 
12 to 18 
months.



By the year 
2000
Many states 
reached the 
carrying 
capacity of 
mountain lions  
in relation to 
their predator 
prey ratios.



 Adaptive management.
 More liberal regulations for seasons and bag 

limits.
 Sought to maintain balance between predator 

and prey.
 Study reports in Journal of Wildlife 

Management identified mountain lion as 
significant predator of Desert and Rocky 
Mountain Big Horn Sheep.



State Hunting Status Bag Limits

Arizona Year Round Season -

Wyoming 12 month season in 
several areas

2 lion limit

Idaho 8 to 10 Month Season 2 lions in many areas.

Nevada 12 month season 2 lion bag limit

New Mexico 12 month season 2 lions per license

Utah 12 month season in 
several units

2 lion bag limit

Colorado has the same Mountain Lion 
Management plan as it did 20 years ago.



 In Colorado mountain lions prey on deer, elk, 
and sheep.

 These species are managed for human use as 
well as other wildlife.

 Excessive Predation can diminish the ungulate 
resource available for human use.

 Predation can threaten the investment in the 
survival of threatened or endangered wildlife.





200 animals in 4 years



 How many are enough?  How many are too 
many?

 With lions the answer is when their predation 
causes a prey species to decline unacceptably.

 The amount of other living creatures that it 
takes to subsidize each lion per year is 
substantial.

 Multiply a single lion’s requirements by 
Colorado’s several thousand Mountain Lions.


	Mountain Lion Information Meeting 
	Mountain Lion Prey Requirements
	20th Century Turn Around
	1960s and 1970s
	Mountain Lion Began a Rapid increase in Numbers
	By the year 2000
	Western States Reacted to Increasing Mountain Lion Numbers
	Regulated Mountain Lion Hunting in the West
	Competition for Managed Species
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Keeping Mountain Lions

