
John Martin Reservoir

State Park Management Overview



Land Owner: US Army Corps of Engineers

Colorado Parks and Wildlife: Leases the State Park 
and Recreation Management of the property 
1,600 Land Acres and up to 11,500 Water Acres 
(Currently 7161 acres). State Park established 2001.

“Caddoa Dam Project” Began in 1939 and was led by 
the USACE
The dam was completed in 1948 after a short 
intermission for World War II.
The purpose was primarily flood control and 
irrigation storage.



Draw of the area:

Managing for world class outdoor recreation 
opportunity. 

Manage facilities and outdoor recreation amenities within the park 
to provide positive experiences for Coloradans and visitors.

Dinosaur Tracks- State Wildlife Area, Petroglyphs in the SWA 
and State Park, Santa Fe Trail Site, and many other 
historical and cultural attractions within short distance of 
the park.

We also team with the Area 12 Office on special events and 
watchable wildlife festivals to better serve our local 
community. 2018 Outdoor Adventure Weekend, High Plains 
Snow Goose Festival, Bent on Birding, Co-taught Hunter Ed 
Class Offering, Egg Stravaganza Hunt, with many 
programming ideas on the horizon. 



Connect people to Colorado’s outdoors

All forms of recreational boating are popular on the main reservoir, with some 
additional paddle sport opportunity on Lake Hasty. Fishing, Camping, Hiking, 
Leisure activities (geo cache, horse shoes, wildlife viewing, etc.)

During high water years this reservoir can quickly become the largest surface area 
reservoir in the state. With three boat ramps active when our storage is over 
160,000 st ac ft, we get a little busy.

We serve populations from all portions of Colorado, as well as Kansas, Oklahoma, 
Texas, and Nebraska

Activities that engage our public



Path forward and future expansion

Working with our Federal Partners to accomplish any change takes time and 
continued effort to ensure clearances are gained and final completion is 
possible. We are currently working with the local office to find a way to 
streamline this process which can take more than 18 months for approval.

Recent improvements: ADA Fishing Pier at Lake Hasty, Family Shower Facilities in Hasty 
Campground, restroom upgrades park wide, two phases of capital roads projects, Sewer Plant 
repairs, Trail repairs and additions, proposal of new day use areas, proposal of upgrades to the  
Point Campground, and many more thoughts and projects in the wings. 

Nearing our turn on the Park Master Planning List- which will stimulate public involvement with our 
path forward. 

Connect people to Colorado’s outdoors…                                                     
Broaden access and variety of recreation opportunities available to 
Coloradan’s and visitors.                                                                                              
Provide facilities, infrastructure, and access to support opportunities 
for premier outdoor recreation experiences.



We are facing the new challenge of coordinating the costs of 
running the ANS program with the USACE, who has been 

directed by congress to support CPW’s ANS work along the 
Arkansas River Basin. 

Fluctuating water levels- While SE Region CPW Staff have 
made major progress in securing water for the permanent 

pool to protect the fishery and maintain the boating access, 
we will continue to have variable water which makes access 

to certain areas of the lake difficult to manage. 

Challenges we face:

We are still gaining an understanding of how recent updates to 
the USACE Master Plan impacts to the Park Operations.

Interagency Coordination with new projects and ideas can be 
very time consuming.

Due to fluctuation in water levels it is sometimes difficult to 
manage ANS for three boat ramps . 



Species Conservation
CPW has an important role in the 
conservation of the Endangered Interior 
Least Tern, and Threatened Piping Plover. 
We also participate in establishing a water 
fowl resting area and close portions of the 
campground to host roosting eagles in the 
winter.
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