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    AS APPROVED - 11/15/2019 
 

FINAL REGULATIONS - CHAPTER 17 - DAMAGE CAUSED BY WILDLIFE 
 
ARTICLE I - GENERAL PROVISIONS 
 
#1702 - PERMIT TO TAKE BIG GAME CAUSING DAMAGE 
 
A. No hunting license is required for any person authorized to take big game under any permit 

issued under provisions of 33-3-106 C.R.S.  Big game killed under this permit remain the property 
of the state. 

 
B. All bear and mountain lion taken or destroyed under this subsection or 33-3-106 (3) C.R.S. shall 

remain the property of the state and shall be reported towill be delivered to an officer of the 
Division within 5 days.  In addition, a report shall be given to an officer of the Division within 5 
days of the killing.  Such report shall contain: 
 
1. Name(s) of person(s) who killed the animal(s). 
 
2. The county and the specific location of the kill. 
 
3. The species and number of animals killed. 
 
4. The reason for such action. 
 
The Division has the responsibility to recover or dispose of the carcass or to allow it to decay. 
Voluntary delivery of said carcass or parts to the Division is also allowed.  
 

C. Without regard to harvest limit quotas, unit boundaries or season dates, the Director or his 
designee may authorize the taking of any problem lion or bear by any lawful means designated, 
including but not limited to methods permitted under Article XVIII, Section 12b, of the Colorado 
Constitution, when such lion or bear is causing damage to livestock or property or are frequenting 
areas of incompatibility with other users as may be necessary to protect public health, safety and 
welfare.  The taking of lion or bear under this section shall be by licensed hunters, houndsmen, or 
trappers who shall be bound by all other statutes and regulations regarding the taking and 
possession of bear and mountain lion. (Reference 8 CCR 1201-12 of Colorado Department of 
Agriculture regulations regarding control of depredating animals).   

D. The Director shall establish a statewide list of hunters, houndsmen, and trappers to take problem 
bears or lions taking into consideration the ability to respond, skill, experience, location, and the 
ability of the hunters, houndsmen, or trappers who have applied to participate in removal 
operations; and, in selecting participants from that list for any particular removal operation shall 
further take into consideration the urgency dictated by the situation and the environment in which 
the removal will occur. 

 
E. When any permit to take a big game causing excessive damage to private, real or personal 

property, is issued to members of the public other than the landowner or his designee, any 
hunting under such permit shall be directed by the Division in cooperation with the landowner. 

 
 
ARTICLE XII- DAMAGE CAUSED BY SMALL GAME AND FURBEARERS 
 
#17121- DEFINITIONS FOR ARTICLES XII - XV 

 
A. “Body Grip Device” means a mechanical device designed to kill an animal quickly upon capture.  
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B. “Bona fide scientific research” means any research project conducted by the Division or 
authorized by a scientific collection permit issued by the Division. 

 
C. “Cable Device Trap” means any powered or non-powered device made of stranded steel cable 

set in a manner that a loop of cable encircles the animal’s body or limb.  
 

D. "Canada Lynx Recovery Area" means the area of the San Juan and Rio Grande National 
Forests and associated lands above 9,000 feet extending west from a north-south line passing 
through Del Norte and east from a north-south line passing through Dolores and from the New 
Mexico state line north to the Gunnison basin (including Taylor Park east to the Collegiate 
Range).  The GMUs included in the area are:  55, 65, 66, 67, 68, 70, 71, 74, 75, 76, 77, 78, 79, 
80, 81, 551, 681, 711 and 751. 

 
E. “Designated and marked trails” means any trail on public property or a public trail easement 

across private lands that has signs to indicate that it is a public trail; is maintained; and has a trail 
number or designation on a map or brochure published by the government entity who has 
jurisdiction over the trail. 

 
F. “Drag” means an object attached to a trap to retard the movement of a trap and to detain an 

animal.  
 
G. “Enclosed Foothold Trap” means any mechanical device designed to encapsulate and hold the 

animal’s foot. These foot encapsulating devices are highly species-selective by design.  
 
H. “Foothold Trap” means any mechanical device with jaws designed to catch an animal by the 

foot.  
 

I. “Lethal cable device trap” means a cable device trap designed to kill an animal upon capture.  
 

 
I.J.  “Live Trap (Cage or Box)” means a mechanical device designed in such a manner that the 

animal enters the trap through an opening that prevents the animal from exiting.  
 

K. “Nonlethal cable device trap” means a cable device trap with a stopping device designed to 
prevent strangulation of the species for which the cable device trap is set, or a mechanical or 
spring powered cable device trap designed to catch the animal by the foot or leg.  
 

J.L. “Pan Tension” means the amount of pressure required to activate a trap, as measured at the 
center of the pan.  
 

K.M. “Relocation” means movement of live wildlife captured by a person to another site which is 
not contiguous to the capture site. 

L.N. “Traps specifically designed not to kill” means padded, laminated, or off-set 
steel jawed foothold traps, enclosed foothold, box traps, and cage traps, as conditioned 
elsewhere in these regulations.  
 

#17122 – MANNER OF TAKE 
 

A. The following are legal methods of take for all small game and furbearers listed in this chapter, 
except as otherwise noted. Any method of take not listed herein shall be prohibited, except as 
provided by statute or these regulations.  

 
1. Any rifle or handgun. 
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2. Any shotgun. 
3. Handheld bows and crossbows. 
4. Any air gun, except that for coyote or bobcat the air gun must be a pre-charged 

pneumatic air gun .25 caliber or larger.  
5. Slingshots only for small game mammals listed herein. 
6. Live traps (limited to cage or box traps) for live capture and relocation.  

 
 
B. Special ConditionsLive Capture and Relocation 

 
1. Live Capture and Relocation 

1.a. Unless relocation has been authorized, small game and furbearers captured in 
live traps (limited to cage or box traps) cannot be moved from the capture site 
and must be killed or released on site when the trap is checked. 

 
2.b. Except as provided herein, a relocation permit is required to relocate all small 

game and furbearers. 
 

ia. Tree squirrels, cottontail rabbits, and raccoons trapped in cage or box traps 
may be relocated without a permit provided the Division has been notified in 
advance; the relocation site is appropriate habitat for the species; permission 
has been obtained from the private landowner; and relocation occurs within 
10 miles of the capture site for squirrels and rabbits, and within two miles of 
the capture site for raccoons. 

 
iib. Relocation permit applications must be submitted to and approved by the 

Division prior to relocation.  Permit approval or denial shall be based on the 
following:  size of the relocation site; proximity of the site to public lands; 
habitat suitability and potential to support the relocated species; escape 
control, including buffer zones and active control if necessary; wildlife health 
and zoonotic disease concerns, and any other appropriate wildlife 
management concerns.  In addition, applications must be submitted for all 
requests to move prairie dogs including modifications and extensions for wild 
to wild relocation permits.  Permits authorizing movement of prairie dogs 
shall cost forty dollars ($40.00).  Original applications shall also include a 
management plan specifically addressing the applicant’s long term plans for 
the maintenance or control of the prairie dog population on the property.  For 
any species which, in accordance with the provisions of § 35-7-203, C.R.S., 
requires approval of the county commissioners, the applicant shall also 
submit a copy of the resolution as approved by the county commissioners.  

 
2c. Labeling of traps – All live traps (limited to cage or box traps) placed on public lands must 

be labeled permanently and legibly with the trapper’s Customer Identification Number 
(CID) in a location that is visible without having to manipulate the live trap in any way. If 
the trapper does not have a CID, all live traps placed on public lands must be labeled 
with the trapper’s name. Live traps not properly labeled may be confiscated by any 
Wildlife Officer. 
 

3d.  Capture of Non-Target Wildlife: 
 

a. In the event of live capture of non-target wildlife that is not a state or federally 
identified threatened, endangered, or otherwise protected species, the non-
injured wildlife shall be immediately released. Injured wildlife shall be dispatched 
in accordance with the provisions of regulation #303.E.5 or transported to a 
current CPW-licensed wildlife rehabilitator. If the wildlife cannot be released 
without human endangerment, the wildlife shall be dispatched in accordance with 
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the provisions of regulation #303.E.5.  
 

b. e.    If the non-target wildlife is a state or federally identified threatened, 
endangered, or otherwise protected species, the following provisions apply: 

 
  
i. If the non-target wildlife is uninjured and can be released without human 

endangerment, the wildlife shall be immediately released. 
 

ii. If the non-target wildlife cannot be released without human endangerment 
or is injured refer to applicable state and/or federal law pertaining to other 
disposition, reporting requirements and penalties.  

 
4. Live Capture of Target Wildlife: 

 
If the target depredating wildlife is taken alive, the wildlife shall be dispatched in 
accordance with the provisions of regulation #303.E.5, or the wildlife may be relocated if 
prior approval has been granted by the Division as provided in regulation #17122.B.1.  

 
 

C.  Except as prohibited by federal, state, and local statutes or regulations, toxicants or handheld 
devices designed to deliver into burrows and then ignite a mixture of propane and oxygen, or 
similar combination of explosive gases, may be used by a person, or a person’s agent, to take 
Richardson’s ground squirrel, rock squirrel, thirteen-lined ground squirrel, pocket gopher, 
marmots, black-tailed, white-tailed, and Gunnison prairie dogs where necessary to control 
damage on land owned by them. 

 
D. Furbearers may be taken using foothold traps, any body-grip device, and cable device traps, 

when trapping is done in accordance with the provisions of 33-6-204, C.R.S. (General 
Exemptions); 33-6-205, C.R.S. (Exemption for Departments of Health); 33-6-206, C.R.S. 
(Nonlethal Methods Exemptions); or 33-6-207, C.R.S. (Exemptions for Protection of Crops and 
Livestock); all of which are exemptions authorized by Article XVIII, Section 12, of the Colorado 
Constitution; conditioned as follows: 

 
1. All foothold traps set on land must be equipped with: a) padded, laminated or offset jaws; 

b) anchor chains attached to the center of the base plate of the trap; such chain shall 
have a double swivel mechanism to prevent tangling of the chain; c) a spring device 
which serves as a shock absorber; d) when anchored by a stake, a chain of 30 inches or 
less must be utilized; e) when anchored by a drag, a chain of six feet or less must be 
utilized.  
 

2. All enclosed foothold traps set on land must be equipped with: a) a chain or cable of 15 
inches or less when anchored by a stake; b) a center mounted anchor; c) such chain or 
cable shall have a double swivel mechanism to prevent entanglement; d) when anchored 
by a drag, a chain or cable of six feet or less must be utilized. 
 

3. All foothold traps with an inside jaw spread of 5 ½ inches or greater and set on land must 
be equipped with a pan-tension device set to a minimum release pressure of 3 ½ pounds 
as tested at the center of the pan. 
 

4. All pads on padded jaw traps must be maintained in good condition so as to effectively 
minimize injury to the trapped animal. 
 

5. Any foothold trap, enclosed foothold trap, or any colony trap designed to be a drowning 
set, may be used as a drowning set when trapping is done in accordance with the 
provisions of the Departments of Health Exemption or the Exemptions for the Protection 
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of Crops and Livestock. 
 

6. Nonlethal cable device traps:  when set on land must be equipped with an in line swivel 
placed at least one (1) foot from the stake and powered and non-powered cable device 
traps set on land must be equipped with a stop designed to restrain furbearers without 
suffocation, and must be equipped with an in line swivel, placed at least one (1) foot from 
the stake, byto preventing the cable device trap from closing to a circumference of not 
less than 10.5 inches, except stops may be set at a circumference of not less than 8.0 
inches in areas and at times when red fox are causing damage to livestock. All cable 
device traps must break away at a maximum of 350 pounds of pull. 
 

7. Lethal cable device traps: passive or non-mechanical foot cable device traps are 
prohibited, except when trapping is done in accordance with the provisions of the 
Departments of Health Exemption or the Exemptions for the Protection of Crops and 
Livestock. Mechanical or spring-powered foot cable device traps are permitted. All cable 
device traps must break away at a maximum of 350 pounds of pull.   
 

8. Body grip devices with a maximum jaw spread of 8.5 X 8.5 inches or greater may not be 
used, except in water set, and only when trapping is done in accordance with the 
provisions of the Departments of Health Exemption or the Exemptions for the Protection 
of Crops and Livestock. 
 

9. Body grip devices with a maximum jaw spread between 7.0 X 7.0 and 8.5 X 8.5 inches 
may not be used, except in water sets, when set at least 5 feet above the ground, or 
when set in devices designed to exclude dogs; and only when trapping is done in 
accordance with the provisions of the Departments of Health Exemption or the 
Exemptions for the Protection of Crops and Livestock. 

 
10. Body grip devices used to take muskrat on land must be a double-spring design and 

have a maximum jaw spread no greater than 4.5 X 4.5 inches.  A single-spring design 
with a maximum jaw spread no greater than 4.5 X 4.5 inches is permitted for muskrat in 
submersion sets.  Provided further that any such use of body grip devices must be in 
accordance with the provisions of the Departments of Health Exemption or the Exemption 
for the Protection of Crops and Livestock. 
 

11. To avoid the taking of river otter, tTrapping in the following areas is prohibited except 
with:  a) padded, laminated, or off-set jaw traps; b) body grip devices with a maximum jaw 
spread less than 7 X 7 inches in size; or c) land or water set cable device traps with a 
closure size of 16- inch circumference or larger.  Provided further that padded, laminated, 
or off-set jaw traps and cable device traps may not be used in drowning sets, that 
padded, laminated, or off-set jaw traps and land set cable device traps may only be set in 
accordance with the provisions of the Departments of Health Exemption, Nonlethal 
Methods Exemption, or the Exemption for the Protection of Crops and Livestock; and that 
water set cable device traps and body grip devices may only be set in accordance with 
the provisions of the Departments of Health Exemption or the Exemption for the 
Protection of Crops and Livestock.  
a. That portion of the Gunnison River and five (5) miles upstream along each of its 

tributaries in Montrose and Delta Counties from the Black Canyon of the Gunnison 
National Park downstream to that point where the river meets Highway 92; and all 
lands within 100 yards of the high water line of this portion of the Gunnison River 
and all tributaries thereof. 

b. That portion of the Piedra River upstream from Navajo Reservoir to the headwaters 
including East Fork and Middle Fork of the Piedra River in Hinsdale and Archuleta 
counties and 9 miles upstream on the First Fork.  This restriction includes the fol-
lowing tributaries:  Sand Creek, Weminuche Creek, Little Sand Creek, Williams 
Creek and all lands within 100 yards of the high water line of the above waters. 
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c. The Dolores River from McPhee Reservoir downstream to Bed Rock is closed within 
100 yards of the high water line. 

d. The San Juan River from Pagosa Springs downstream to the New Mexico state line 
is closed within 100 yards of the high water line. 

 
12. On all public land or public easement through private land the use of allfoothold traps 

except live traps is prohibited on or within 30 feet of either side of officially designated 
and marked trails. unless such traps are placed in water or off the ground.  Provided 
further that such foothold or cable device traps may only be set in accordance with the 
provisions of the Departments of Health Exemption or the Nonlethal Methods Exemption. 

 
13. The use of ground set foothold traps and cable device traps are prohibited within 30 feet 

of the exposed carcass of any game wildlife or domestic animal.  Provided further that 
Ssuch traps may only be set in accordance with the provisions of the Departments of 
Health Exemption, the Nonlethal Methods Exemption, or the Exemptions for the 
Protection of Crops and Livestock.  

 
a. For the purpose of regulation #17122.D(13) only, “carcass” means the meat and 

internal organs of game wildlife and domestic animals and does not include bones, 
hides or other nonedible parts. 
 

14. No foothold trap, enclosed foothold trap, body grip device, or cable device trap, except for 
those lawfully placed on private property, may be set within 50 feet of either side of the 
traveled portion of any state highway, U.S. or Interstate highway, or any county road. 
Such traps may be set on public land in accordance with the provisions of the 
Departments of Health Exemption.  
 

15. To avoid the taking of kit fox, aAll foothold traps used within the area designated below 
must be set with a pan tension device that requires a minimum of 3 ½ pounds of force to 
activate the trap.  Except for water or tree sets, body grip devices are prohibited within 
the following area:  That portion of Delta, Mesa and Montrose counties bounded on the 
north by the Mesa-Garfield county line from the Utah state line east to U.S. Interstate 70; 
bounded on the east by U.S. Interstate Highway 70 from the Mesa-Garfield county line to 
Colorado State Highway 65; from Colorado State Highway 65 to its junction with the 
northern boundary of the Grand Mesa Forest and following the boundary line west, south 
and then east to its junction with Colorado State Highway 65, from Colorado State 
Highway 65 to its junction with the Gunnison River, from the Gunnison River to Colorado 
State Highway 347, from Colorado State Highway 347 to its junction with U.S. Highway 
50; bounded on the south by U.S. Highway 50 from its junction with Colorado State 
Highway 347 to the Gunnison River, from the Gunnison River to its junction with the 
Colorado River, from the Colorado River to the Utah state line; and bounded on the west 
by the Utah state line.  Provided further that any such trapping must be done in 
accordance with the provisions of the Departments of Health Exemption, the Exemptions 
for the Protection of Crops and Livestock and the Nonlethal Methods Exemption. 
 

E. Thirty (30) Day Trapping Period for Livestock and Crop Protection 
 

1. Landowners and others authorized by statute who are trapping pursuant to 33-6-207, 
C.R.S. must notify the Division in accordance with 33-6-208, C.R.S.  All definitions and 
other provisions will be in accordance with 33-6-208, C.R.S, and 35-40-100.2-115, C.R.S.  

 
F. Baits 

1. Furbearers may be taken with the aid of baiting.  Where permitted, baits shall consist 
solely of material of animal or plant origin and shall not contain any materials of metal, 
glass, porcelain, plastic, cardboard or paper.  Wildlife used as bait shall be the carcass, 
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or parts thereof, of legally taken furbearers, carp, shad, white and longnose suckers, and 
nonedible portions of legally obtained game mammals, birds and game fish. 

 
G. Checking Frequencies 

1. All live traps (limited to cage or box traps) must be visually checked on site at least once 
every day, except under the provisions of #17122.G(3) below. 

2. All foothold traps, non-lethal cable device traps, lethal cable device traps, body grip 
devices and drowning sets when used in accordance with the provisions of the General 
Exemptions, Departments of Health Exemption or the Nonlethal Methods Exemptions 
must be visually checked on site at least once every day.  In the Canada lynx recovery 
area or on properties known to be occupied by Canada lynx the checking frequency is at 
least every 24 hours.  

3. All live traps (limited to cage or box traps), foothold traps and non-lethal cable device 
traps set in accordance within the provisions of the Exemptions for Protection of Crops 
and Livestock, must be visually checked on site at least three times per week; twice, 2 
days apart and once, 3 days apart in any seven-day period (any combination of 2-2-3).  

4. All lethal cable device traps, body grip devices, and drowning sets set in accordance with 
the provisions of the Exemptions for Protection of Crops and Livestock must be visually 
checked on site at least once every 7 days.  

 
H.  Artificial light (private land) may be used at night to take beaver, bobcat, coyote, gray fox, 

raccoon, red fox, striped skunk and swift fox on private land with permission of the landowner, 
designated agent, lessee, or authorized employee, or with written authorization for an identified 
designee. Any such authorization shall contain: the designee’s name; the name of the property 
owner, operator, or lessee; identify the target depredating wildlife; and specify the time period 
and geographic area in which the identified designee is authorized to take control measures.  An 
identified designee shall not pay, nor shall the property owner, operator, or lessee accept 
payment from an identified designee for the right to act as an identified designee. Nothing herein 
prohibits the property owner, operator, or lessee from paying an identified designee for services. 
Wildlife Services, the Colorado Department of Agriculture, or any other government agency shall 
not be an identified designee.  

 
I. Artificial light (public land) An owner of livestock, or the employees or designated agents of 

such owner or lessee , or an identified designee may also use artificial light on public lands when 
taking depredating wildlife on the public land they have an active lease or on adjacent public 
lands to that lease where depredation has occurred or is occurring, except as follows: 

1. During the 24-hour period prior to and during any regular deer, elk, or pronghorn rifle 
season and during the 24-hour period prior to and during the opening weekend of any 
grouse, pheasant, quail, turkey, or waterfowl season, unless prior authorization is 
obtained from the Division; or 

2. In any areas where human safety would be jeopardized.  
 

Written authorization is required for any identified designee. Any such authorization shall contain: 
the designee’s name; the name of the property owner, operator, or lessee; identify the target 
depredating wildlife; and specify the time period and geographic area in which the identified 
designee is authorized to take control measures. An identified designee shall not pay, nor shall 
the property owner, operator, or lessee accept payment from an identified designee for the right 
to act as an identified designee. Nothing herein prohibits the property owner, operator, or lessee 
from paying an identified designee for services. Wildlife Services, the Colorado Department of 
Agriculture, or any other government agency shall not be an identified designee. 

 
 

 
#17123 - SPECIAL CONDITIONS 
 

A. Exemption for wildlife in conflict with people 
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1. In addition to the authority granted in subsection 33-6-107(9) C.R.S. to take wildlife 

causing damage to real or personal property; any person, members of their family, or 
their agents may year-round, without securing licenses to do so, take: 

 
a. Cottontail rabbits, tree squirrels or opossums on property owned or administered by 

them, whenever such wildlife is causing damage on such property.  
 

 Methods of take used must be in accordance with federal, state, and local law. 
 
ARTICLE XIII – DAMAGE CAUSED BY MIGRATORY BIRDS 
 
#17131 – RESTRICTIONS 
 

A. A. Landowners or their designee may use dogs to haze geese off of their property in order 
to prevent or alleviate damage, except from March 1 through July 31, provided that the dog is 
controlled such that no geese are injured or killed. 
 

B. Crows and magpies may be taken without Federal or State permit at any time of the year or at 
any time of the day or night when found committing or about to commit depredation upon 
ornamental or shade trees, agricultural crops, livestock or wildlife, or when concentrated in such 
numbers and manner as to constitute a health hazard or other nuisance. 

 
C., Resident Canada Goose Nest and Egg Depredation Permit. The United States Fish and Wildlife 

Service (USFWS) requires a person to register with them online, prior to destroying any resident 
Canada goose nests or eggs. 

 
ARTICLE XIV – DAMAGE CAUSED BY NONGAME WILDLIFE 
 
#17141 – RESTRICTIONS 
 

A. Bats, mice (except those federally listed mouse species), voles, rats, porcupines, and ground 
squirrels may be captured or killed when creating a nuisance or causing property damage.   
 

B. Take of Threatened and Endangered Species 
 
1. Any person may take threatened or endangered wildlife in defense of his life or the life of 

others. 
 
2.  All threatened or endangered fish taken by any means shall be returned unharmed to the 

water immediately. 
 
3. While conducting an otherwise lawful activity, including, but not limited to, live trapping or 

hunting bobcat, taking action pursuant to 33-6-207, C.R.S., to protect livestock, protection 
of livestock through the use of guard dogs, decoy dogs, coursing dogs and trailing dogs, 
or taking action pursuant to 33-3-106, C.R.S., to prevent death or injury to human life or 
livestock, a Canada lynx is: 
 
a. accidentally captured, but not injured, it shall be released immediately and the 

capture shall be reported to the Division within 24 hours; 
b. accidentally injured, but not in the possession of the person, the injury shall be 

reported to the Division within 24 hours; 
c. accidentally injured and in the possession of the person, the Canada lynx shall 

be immediately delivered to the Division or taken to a licensed veterinarian for 
appropriate care and reported to the Division within 24 hours;    
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d. accidentally killed, then it shall be reported to the Division within 24 hours and the 
carcass shall be delivered to the Division within 3 (three) days of the report. 

 
Any failure to provide the required notice to the Division or to deliver the injured or dead 
Canada lynx to the Division within the time periods allowed shall be prima facie evidence 
of unlawful take and possession of Canada lynx. 

 
For the purposes of this subsection, “accidental” specifically excludes any intentional, 
knowing or negligent action on behalf of any person or a person’s agent or employee. 
 

ARTICLE XV – DAMAGE CAUSED BY WILDLIFE 
 
#17151 – RESTRICTIONS 
 

A.  Motor Vehicles, by permit only. 
 

1. The Division may issue permits to licensed and/or commercial operators, which shall be 
free of charge, for the taking of nuisance wildlife from within or on a motor vehicle when it 
is determined by an Area Wildlife Manager or District Wildlife Manager that such a permit 
is necessary for the protection of property including crops or livestock.  Applicants shall 
fill out applications furnished by the Division and shall give such information thereon as 
may be required by the Division; including, if requested, a map of the area where control 
of animal damage is needed. 

2. Permits shall not be issued for longer than a sixty (60) day period.  A permit may, 
however, be renewed without submitting a new application unless deemed necessary by 
the Regional Wildlife Manager.  Any such permit may be revoked by the Regional Wildlife 
Manager at any time.  Permittees shall abide by restrictions and conditions set forth on 
the permit. 

3. “Nuisance Wildlife” means those wildlife species specifically listed in §33-6-107(9), 
C.R.S. as well as tree squirrels, cottontail rabbits, marmots, opossums, bats, mice 
(except federally listed mouse species), voles, rats, and ground squirrels, which are an 
inconvenience or annoyance by causing damage to real or personal property.  
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AS APPROVED - 11/15/2019 
Basis and Purpose 

Chapter W-17 – Damage Caused by Wildlife 
 
 

Basis and Purpose: 
 
These changes to Chapter W-17 were made to ensure consistency between Colorado Department of 
Agriculture (CDA) rules and CPW regulations (multiple chapters). CDA rules were last updated in 
December 2018 to incorporate AFWA best management practices and as a part of a multi-agency 
Colorado trapping work group effort. Existing Chapter W-3 trapping regulations applicable to exemption 
trapping were also added to the chapter for ease of reference.  
 
Lastly, resulting from a citizen petition heard by the Commission in November 2018 and subsequent 
recommendation from the formed Canada Goose Working Group, dogs can now haze geese year-round, 
as long as they do not injure or kill any geese during the process.  
 
 
The statements of basis and purpose for these regulations can be viewed and copies obtained from the 
Colorado Division of Parks and Wildlife, Office of the Regulations Manager, Policy and Planning Unit, 
1313 Sherman, Room 111, Denver, CO 80203. 
 
The primary statutory authority for these regulations can be found in § 24-4-103, C.R.S., and the 
state Wildlife Act, §§ 33-1-101 to 33-6-209, C.R.S., specifically including, but not limited to: §§ 33-1-
106, C.R.S. 
 
EFFECTIVE DATE - THESE REGULATIONS SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2020 AND 
SHALL REMAIN IN FULL FORCE AND EFFECT UNTIL REPEALED, AMENDED OR SUPERSEDED. 
 
APPROVED AND ADOPTED BY THE PARKS AND WILDLIFE COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF 
COLORADO THIS 15TH DAY OF NOVEMBER, 2019. 

 
 

Approved: 
Michelle Zimmerman 
 Acting Chair 

Attest: 
James Vigil 
Secretary 
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