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Limited License Setting

RM Bighorn Sheep, Desert Sheep, and Mountain Goat- January
Deer, Elk, Bear, Pronghorn and Moose- May
Turkey- November



Process Starts Long Before That….

• Herd Management Plans and Objectives



License Recommendations and Factors Considered

• Population Modeling
• Population objectives and sex ratios from herd management plan

• Flight data (if available)

• Harvest information- Big Game Harvest Survey

• Anecdotal observations- field staff and landowners

• Conflicts and social tolerance

• Weather conditions



Quota



Hunt Codes



Let’s Practice-

• E-F-013-L1-R

• B-E-014-P1-R
• Elk, female, GMU 13, late rifle season

• Bear, either-sex, GMU 14`, private 
land, rifle season (early September 
season)



Hunt Codes and Quota- Time to Apply!



Primary Limited License Draw

• First draw of the year- Applications open March 1-closes 1st Tuesday 
in April. Results posted late April for sheep and goat, late May for other big game. 

• Main draw for sheep, mtn. goat, deer, elk, bear, pronghorn and 
moose.

• Requires paid application fee (for each species application) and 
purchase of a qualifying license. Drawn licenses are paid for after the 
draw.

• One application per species

• 4 choices per species/application

• Only draw that uses and gains preference points. 



Preference Points- Focus on the 1st

Choice

• 1 point is gained if you fail to draw a first choice license or if 
you enter a preference point hunt code (i.e. D-P-999-99-P) as a first 
choice. Can only gain 1 point per species, per year (except 
turkey). 

• Points are used when you draw a first choice license. All
accumulated points for that species become void. 

• What are points used for?
• Preference points give priority. Those with the most points draw first.
• Second, third and fourth choices don’t gain or use points to draw.  



Preference and Allocation 
• The order licenses are drawn= preference 

• Landowners

• Youth

• How licenses get allocated to different applicant groups-
• Residents

• Nonresidents

• Draw visualization video

https://vimeo.com/733440782


Secondary Draw
• Applications open end of June, closes second Tuesday in July.

• Deer, elk, pronghorn and bear licenses only. 

• Limited licenses leftover from primary draw including unpaid or 
surrendered licenses. 

• Requires paid application fee and purchase of a qualifying license. 

• One application per species, 4 choices per species/application.

• No preference points used or gained. 

• 100% youth preference.



Leftover Licenses
(We are done with Draws)

• Limited licenses not drawn in secondary draw or unpaid or 
returned licenses from primary or secondary. 

• Go on sale first Tuesday in August. Large sales event!

• No application fee.

• No qualifying license requirement.

• No use of preference points.

• First-come, first-serve



Reissues
• Licenses returned after Leftover Day become available for sale 

on Wednesdays each week at ~11:00 a.m.

• Preview list available each Tuesday.

• Sold first-come, first-serve.



Over-the-Counter

• O-T-C

• Add-on bear

• O-T-C with caps


