
 

 

Heather Dugan, Acting Director, Colorado Parks and Wildlife Parks and Wildlife Commission: Carrie Besnette Hauser, Chair  Dallas May, Vice-Chair  
 Marie Haskett, Secretary  Taishya Adams  Karen Bailey  Betsy Blecha  Gabriel Otero  Duke Phillips, IV  Richard Reading  James Jay Tutchton  Eden Vardy 

 

6060 Broadway 
Denver, CO 80216 
P 303.297.1192 
 

Commissioners 

Included in your mailing packet is a brief presentation on inflationary pressures. This 
information was prepared, at the Commission’s request, due to the regulatory item before 
you on adjusting license fees. Colorado Revised Statutes give the commission the authority to 
adjust fees, by rule, up to the total amount of the consumer price index for the Denver area. 
While the inflation rate has been well publicized, I wanted to give some context as to how 
this does, or does not, reflect pressures on CPW.  

While CPI for Denver showed prices up 8.2 %in July, year over year, there has been some 
slowing with the September CPI showing a 7.7% year over year increase. Food prices (11.8%) 
have increased at a greater rate than energy (7.1%) and all other items (7.2%). In broad 
terms, energy and all other items impact CPW more than food, but CPW doesn’t conform to 
the Fed “basket” of items, and some specific areas have increased at even greater rates.  

Some selected areas of interest to CPW (figures are approximate) include: 

 Oxygen prices have increased 18% increase over one year and 48% over two years. 

 Electricity prices have increase 15% in the last year 

 Other animal food manufacturing, a stand in here for fish feed, has increase 33% over the past 
two years. This is representative of the increases we have been seeing in bid prices. 

 Gasoline is up approximately 100% over the past two years, as we have all seen at the pumps. 

 Propane is up 167% over two years 

 Building supplies are up 31% over two years, while the broader Construction Cost Index reflects 
similar increases year over year. 

In addition to increased commodity prices, Denver and other large counties in Colorado are 
seeing large growth in employment which is putting pressure on wages. Colorado is seeing 
hourly wages 15% above the national average across all occupation groups, with differences of 
10% to 15% across key categories. While CPI sets the “ceiling” of what license prices can be 
set at, CPW experiences different inflationary pressures than that index. Many categories 
have seen inflation at or above the rate measured by that index. 
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