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Background



Common Management Issues



Calf Recruitment



Habitat
• Wildlife abundance is ultimately limited by the 

quality and availability of habitat

• Are more elk better?



Weather



Weather



Predation
Changes related to weather, disease, and habitat all have
an important effect on prey numbers and how effective
predators are at preying upon elk



Elk Monitoring Studies



Proposed Elk HMP Objectives

 

DAU Elk Herd 

Current 
DAU Plan 
Approved  

Current 
Population 
Objective 

2023 
Post-hunt 
Population 
Estimate 

Current Sex 
Ratio 

Objective 

3-Yr Avg 
Observed 
Sex Ratio 

Male CWD 
Prevalence  

Proposed 
Population 
Objective 

Proposed 
Observed Sex 

Ratio 
Objective 

E-1 Cold Springs 2013 700-1700   1,130* 40 41 Not 
detected 

1000-2000  >40 

E-2 Bears Ears 2008 15,000-18,000   10,567  20-25 14 2% Status quo 15-25 

E-3 North Park 2008 4,000-4,500   5,794  20-23 15 2% Status quo 20-25 

E-6 White River 2005 32,000-39,000   30,376  22-27 21 5% Status quo 15-25 

E-7 Gore Pass 2020 4,000-5,000   3,759  24-28 25 4% Extension Extension 

E-8 Troublesome 
Creek 

2010 3,600-4,300   3,611  21-26 30 0% 3,400-4,400 23-29 

E-10 Yellow Creek 2022 8,500-10,500   16,114  18-25 26 0% Extension Extension 

E-12 Piney River 2013 3,000-4,600   3,852  22-44 20 Not 
detected 

3,000-5,000 15-43 

E-13 Williams Fork 
River 

2010 4,700-5,500   2,887  24-31 27 0% 4,000-5,500 23-29 

E-14 Grand Mesa 2010 15,000-19,000   15,406  20-25 22 0% Status quo 18-25 

E-15 Avalanche Creek 2013 3,600-5,400   4,237  17-27 22 Not 
detected 

Status quo 19-30 

E-16 Frying Pan River 2013 5,500-8,500   9,823  18-30 22 Not 
detected 

Status quo 17-29 

E-19 Glade Park 2010 2,800-3,800   5,554  30-35 30 Not 
detected 

Status quo 30-40 

E-21 Rangely/Blue 
Mountain 

None 1200   2623*  40 47 1% 1000-2000 >40 

E-47 Green River None 170  99*  30 140 Not 
detected 

150-250 >40 
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