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➢ Regional collaboration and 
leadership

➢ Resources and information sharing 

➢ Networking and coordination 
across regional and statewide 
initiatives

➢ Informing future funding 
investments

Outdoor Regional Partnerships Initiative



● 18 Regional Partnerships

● 70% of Colorado covered

● 31 grants awarded

● $3,565,000 total funding



Conservation & Recreation Planning for Colorado

Colorado’s Outdoors Strategy

Statewide Plans: Conservation, 
Recreation, Climate, Water, etc.

Regional Partnerships: Plans & 
Implementation Final Plan Released September 2024



2024-2028 Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan

Winter 2023/24

Research & Public Comment 

Spring 2024

Stakeholder Outreach 
& Workshops

Summer 2024

Draft Plan Out for 
Comment

Fall 2024

Final Plan

Data Collection:

● Outdoor Recreation Participation Study
● Land Managers Survey
● Recreation Access Analysis

● Literature & Trends Review
● Engage CPW Public Comments
● Economic Contributions of Outdoor 

Recreation



Metro DNA

Gunnison STORC

SLV GO!

Outside 285

Metro DNA

Outdoor Regional Partnerships



NoCo Places
Coalition Overview

A common voice for public lands



www.nocoplaces2050.c
om

Our History
• Began meeting in 2018

• Increased visitation to public lands in our region was impacting wildlife, the 
environment, and threatening the Colorado outdoor experience

• United by a desire to protect and preserve what makes this region so special and 
a recognition that the solution requires landscape scale collaboration between all 
land agencies – county, state and federal

• Formally signed our MOU in 2019; updated in 2024
• Our mission: collaborate to protect and conserve natural and cultural resources while 

providing equitable access and a quality recreation experience for current and future 
generations.



www.nocoplaces2050.c
om

Who We Are

• U.S. Forest Service, Arapaho & Roosevelt National Forests and Pawnee 
National Grassland

• Colorado Parks & Wildlife, Northeast Region

• National Park Service: Rocky Mountain National Park

• Boulder County

• Clear Creek County

• Gilpin County

• Jefferson County

• Larimer County

Additionally, a larger NoCo partners group meets 
every other month and includes local groups and 
organizations related to conservation and recreation.
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Areas of Focus
• Equity, Diversity and Inclusion
• Communications and Common Messaging
• Conservation and Recreation Vision each agency will incorporate into their plans (e.g., Forest 

Management Plan Update)
• Conservation Summary Map
• Mobile Phone Data
• Stakeholder Engagement

• Exploring Issue and Geographic-Specific Pilot Projects
• Unauthorized Trails
• Forest Service Concessionaire Opportunities
• Pilots from Conservation and Recreation Vision
• Others
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Conservation Summary

Conservation Summary Map
(codex.cnhp.colostate.edu)

1. Create free account
2. Go to Map tab
3. Choose layers under Regional 

Partnerships

https://codex.cnhp.colostate.edu/
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Conservation Summary

• Mobile Data Dashboard

https://public.tableau.com/views/NoCo2050Dashboard/Dashboard1?:language=en-US&publish=yes&:display_count=n&:showVizHome=no
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Stakeholder Focus Groups
• 16 focus groups conducted from November 2023 to January 2024
• 140  participants

• Youth Stewardship & Education
• Cycling & Mountain Biking
• Tourism & Economic Development
• NoCo Partners
• Conservation NGOs
• Motorized Recreation
• Tribal & Indigenous Organizations
• Non-Motorized Recreation
• Water & Trails Stewardship Organizations
• Commercial Outfitters & Guides
• Climbing
• All Abilities
• Hunting & Angling
• Private & Working Lands
• Forest Health & Fireshed Planning
• Historically Underrepresented Communities
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Funding

• Our strength and success would not be possible without the funding support received from 
multiple sources over the years

• Colorado Parks and Wildlife
• Each of the eight NoCo Agencies
• Colorado Department of Local Affairs
• Great Outdoors Colorado
• The Gates Family Foundation
• The Boettcher Foundation
• The Metro Denver Economic Development Corporation
• Western Resource Advocates
• Jefferson County Economic Development Corporation
• The Colorado Forum
• Mighty Arrow Family Foundation
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Our Future

• We have just begun
• The commitment of each NoCo agency is stronger today than ever before; each 

tremendous long-term opportunity and potential for greater collaboration, sharing 
management approaches

• Hiring part-time programmatic staff support
• Hiring a new full-time Executive Director by year-end
• Considering forming a 501(c)(3)
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Thank  You CPW!

www.nocoplaces2050.com

NoCo Places
A common voice for public lands

http://www.nocoplaces2050.com/
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