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Colorado Parks and Wildlife (CPW) is a national leader in conservation,
recreation and wildlife management. We are Colorado’s primary agency
focused on protecting and caring for our most valued and valuable resources. We have been entrusted with an incredible mission by the people
of Colorado. These resources form the very fabric of our state and define
who we are.
Our mission is to manage wildlife, maintain a quality state parks system
and provide outdoor recreation opportunities that inspire the people of
Colorado and our visitors. We are charged with balancing conservation
of our wildlife and habitat with recreational needs, both synonymous
with our state. Hunters, anglers and state parks customers provide the majority of the funding that helps keep our wildlife and wild spaces healthy—
through their fees we are able to protect the Colorado we know and love.
Our funding shortfall keeps Colorado Parks and Wildlife from fulfilling
our mission to Colorado.
Colorado Parks and Wildlife staff have worked for over a century to ensure
the health and future of Colorado’s state parks and wildlife through cutting- edge science and innovative conservation practices. This legacy, and
our future, comes with great responsibility.
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It’s not Colorado without parks and wildlife.

Our quality of life, outdoor heritage and prosperity are tied to the health
and sustainability of these treasures. In order to conserve our natural
resources and enhance recreation opportunities that make Colorado so
special, Colorado Parks and Wildlife has to be able to grow with Colorado’s booming population.
Resident hunting and fishing license prices have remained stagnant for
more than a decade. State park fees have not changed since 2010, leaving
Colorado Parks and Wildlife unable to fully manage the rising costs and
demands on Colorado’s resources and outdoor recreation opportunities.
Recreation needs conservation, otherwise we have no place to play, and
conservation needs recreation, our state parks, our wildlife and natural
resources need people to care enough to invest in them for the long term.
To continue to conserve wildlife resources, maintain valuable infrastructure, ensure a quality state park system, operate and maintain outdoor
recreation programs and to continue to serve the citizens of Colorado,
Colorado Parks and Wildlife must increase its revenue base or we will not
be able to provide for Colorado as we have been. Every Coloradan benefits
when we have healthy and accessible state parks and wildlife, and we need
Colorado’s support to continue providing them.
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Funding the Future: Hunting, Fishing and Parks
for Future Generations Act
All Coloradans want to make sure that future generations have access to
the quality hunting, fishing and parks recreational opportunities that we
enjoy today. We are building on an amazing legacy that was handed to us
with the intention that these resource are in the same or better shape and
that they outlive each of us.

•
•

Outdoor recreation significantly impacts Colorado’s economy, including
annual economic benefits of $919 million from hunting; $1.9 billion from
fishing; $2.3 billion from wildlife viewing; and $1 billion from state park
visitors.

•

As an enterprise agency, Colorado Parks and Wildlife and the Colorado
Parks and Wildlife Commission have identified goals and objectives that
can only be achieved with increased funding from user fees, including:

•

•

•
•

Growing the number of hunters and anglers in Colorado in the face of
national declines through investments in recruitment programs such
as hunter education and mentored hunting opportunities and Fishing
is Fun, the development of the Cameo Shooting and Education Complex, and grants for shooting ranges in all regions of the state.
Partnering with stakeholders to develop a strategy to engage all
outdoor recreationists, including hikers, bikers, climbers and wildlife
watchers, in the funding of CPW, maintenance of state lands and
facilities, and management of wildlife;
Recruiting and retaining qualified employees to manage wildlife,
park, recreational and aquatic resources.

•

•

Identifying and beginning to plan the development of Colorado’s next
state park, and investing in other initiatives to accommodate increasing park visitation, maintain excellent customer service, and generate
revenue.
Reducing the $44.76M maintenance and repair backlog on the remaining 11 CPW dams that pose the highest risks to life and property
by 50 percent, and establishing an appropriate funding stream to
continue maintenance on all of CPW’s 110 dams.
Increasing the number of fish stocked in Colorado waters to more
than 90 million through the development of a statewide hatchery
modernization plan, renovation of one of the state’s 19 fish hatcheries,
and reduction in the maintenance backlog for all hatcheries, many of
which are 70 to 100 years old.
Reducing CPW’s known $26M large capital construction and maintenance backlog by 50 percent, and establishing a capital development
backlog strategic plan to provide a stable funding stream to address
future maintenance projects at state wildlife areas and state parks; and
Partnering with private landowners to improve species distribution
and abundance monitoring and disease prevention efforts so that the
listing of additional state trust species under the federal Endangered
Species Act is unnecessary.

Renewing existing high-priority leases that provide public access for
hunters, anglers, and outdoor recreationists and supporting additional
public access programs on public and private lands.

Golden Gate Canyon State Park
COLORADO PARKS & WILDLIFE • 6060 Broadway, Denver, CO 80216 • (303) 297-1192 • cpw.state.co.us

CPW

•

Increasing and improving the state’s big-game populations through
investments in habitat and conservation, including increased support
for highway wildlife crossings to protect animals and motorists.

