
 

 



 

 

 

CONSTRUCTION 
GRANT APPLICATION CHECK LIST 

(Return this completed form with your application) 
 

MANDATORY: 

 
Signed letter of resolution from Governing Body that includes resources/support 
committed to the project 

Exhibit A – Application 

Exhibit B – Budget (Unprotected Excel CPW form) 

Environmental Forms 

Maps/Photos/Graphics [Separate PDF document(s)] DO NOT combine with application 

Letters of Support (maximum of 5). No letters from clubs, groups or individuals 
specifically working on the project. 

Project should be completed within 2.5 years from receiving grant. 

Required MATCH funding is secured, including CASH match funds. 

CPW Area Manager was contacted about the project by September 8th and applicant has 
discussed the project with them. Note: ALL projects will be reviewed by CPW for wildlife 
impacts. 

Project area is owned by public land agency or has easement that designates the area to 
be open to public outdoor recreation for at least 25 years. 

Formal Environmental Assessment (EA) or NEPA has been completed with final approval 
for the project area (federal lands only, include link to EA). 

Construction projects have been evaluated for required permits and if required, permits 
have been acquired (404 permit, etc.). 

 
 

ADDITIONAL PROJECT HIGHLIGHTS: 

Youth Corps will be used on the project (Rocky Mountain Youth Corps).        

Volunteers will be utilized on the project (Rifle Area Mountain Biking Organization; 

Roaring Fork Outdoor Volunteers). 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 
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X 

X 

X 
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X



EXHIBIT A 
 

 

 

 
NON-MOTORIZED CONSTRUCTION APPLICATION 

Applicant or Organization Name: City of Rifle 

Complete Mailing Address:202 Railroad Avenue, Rifle CO 81650 

Applicant Lead Contact Name:  Nathan Lindquist Title:  Assistant City Manager 

Telephone: 970-665-6499 Email: nlindquist@rifleco.org 
Is this the primary contact for 
this grant: YES NO 

OFFICIAL USE ONLY – DUNS # (IF REQUIRED): 1827748690000 
 

PROJECT MANAGER (this person will have day-to-day responsibility for the project) 

Name:  Nathan Lindquist 

Telephone:  970-665-6499 Email: nlindquist@rifleco.org 
 

PRIMARY PARTNER INFORMATION (IF APPLICABLE) 

Name: 

Mailing Address: 

Partner Contact Name: Title: 

Telephone: Email: 
Is this the primary contact for 
this grant: YES NO 

 
ABOUT THE PROJECT 

Project Title: Grand Hogback Trail System – Phase 2 

Grant Request: $198,567 Match Amount (Min. 30%): $ 210,000 

Total Project Cost: $408,567 
Project Description: Write a 2-3 paragraph description of your project and the expected accomplishments. Be sure 
to include Who, What, When and Where. This is your scope of work. (This section is not the place to talk about the 
project background, the benefits, the funding, or anything other than the actual work to be accomplished. Please 
address this information in question #1 of the Selection Criteria.) 

 
WHO? Who will complete the work and who will oversee the project? Provide a brief description of your community 
or organization, highlighting its mission and purpose. 

 
WHAT? Explain what you are going to do or accomplish. What is the goal or the reason for your project? Break down 
the project into a list of specific activities to be completed. These should be quantifiable items that correspond to the 
categories on your budget page. Include quantity or quality as part of your description of work to be performed. How 
long? How many? How many feet? How many miles? What materials will be used? Is a specific standard or guideline 
being used? 

 
WHERE? Explain in detail the location of your project. Where is the project located? What county? What are the 
nearby towns? What National Forest/ BLM Field Office? Provide the names of the trail(s) or trail system and where 
the work will be performed. List the land manager agency or municipality. 

 
DEFINITIONS? Please define all acronyms and specialized terms that are used in your project description. 

 

X 



EXHIBIT A 

Project Description 

The City of Rifle is pleased to submit this application for construction of the Grand Hogback 
Trail System-Phase 2.  As the fiscal agent and project manager, the City of Rifle, the BLM, 
and other project partner intend to develop this 20-mile natural surface single-track trail 
system for hikers and mountain bikers in the Rifle area and beyond.  With a combination of 
sandstone arches, cliffs, scenic views, and rolling terrain, the Grand Hogback Trails will 
showcase an undiscovered gem of Colorado and become a premier mountain biking and 
hiking system on the Western Slope. 

Phase 1 of the project constructed 6.3 miles of trail in 2020.  This Phase 2 application would 
complete the Grand Hogback trail system in 2021 and 2022 by constructing 12.5 miles 
(65,279 feet) of trails and a new trailhead parking lot for 40+ vehicles (21,000 square feet).   

The Grand Hogback Trail System is located 4 miles north of Rifle (population 9,700) in 
Garfield County. The trailhead is located directly off of Highway 13 and will be shared with the 
popular Rifle Arch Trail, a 1.5 mile hiking trail to a sandstone arch feature in the Grand 
Hogback ridge.  The property is owned by BLM and managed by the Colorado River Valley 
Field Office. 

Previous CPW grants awarded (last 3 years) List award year, category and project name

None. 



EXHIBIT A 
 

 



EXHIBIT A 
 

TIMELINE 
 

PRELIMINARY TIMELINE ESTIMATE 
 

 
TASK 

Jul- 
Sep 
2021 

Oct- 
Dec 
2021 

Jan- 
Mar 
2022 

Apr- 
Jun 
2022 

Jul- 
Sep 
2022 

Oct- 
Dec 
2022 

Jan- 
Mar 
2023 

Apr- 
Jun 
2023 

Jul- 
Sep 
2023 

Oct- 
Dec 
2023 

Project Initiation           

Select trail contractor           

 Mobilize and Construct 
Phase 2a (7 miles of trail and 
trailhead parking lot) 

          

Mobile and Construct Phase 
2b (5.5 miles of trail) 

          

Administrative Close-Out           

Grand Opening           



1. SCOPE (Proposed Project) (10 Points) EXHIBIT A 
 

 
 

 The Grand Hogback Trail System project area is an ideal location to create a single-track 
trail network that includes a variety of styles, uses, and difficulty levels. The goal is to build 
a 20-mile trail netwok. 6.3 miles will already be constructed by the end of 2020. 
 
The project scope in this application includes the construction of 12.5 miles (65,279 linear 
feet) of single-track trail construction.  The trails will consist of a natural surface with a 
tread width of 18 to 36 inches.  7.7 miles of trail will be built by a professional trail 
contractor.  3.0 miles of trail will be constructed by Rocky Mountain Youth Corps crews. 
1.8 miles of trail will be constructed by local volunteers led by Rifle Area Mountain Biking 
Organization and Roaring Fork Outdoor Volunteers.   
 
CDOT has approved the design of a new trailhead parking area which will include an 
asphalt driveway (128 square yards), a 21,000 square foot gravel parking lot for 40 
vehicles, a cattle guard, 445 feet of barbed wire fencing, and two trail entrance gates. 
The match funding for the project will be used to construct the parking lot.  State Trails 
Grant dollars will be used to construct the trail system. 
 
The project area is approximately 1.75 miles wide and 0.8 miles deep (900 acres).  It is 
bounded by a line of sandstone cliffs to the north and Highway 13 to the south..  The 
terrain consists of high-desert pinon and juniper forest. Elevations range from 5,900 feet at 
the trailhead to 6,700 feet at the uppermost trail. The Grand Hogback ridge rises above 
the landscape to 8,000 feet.   
 
The surprising variety of rock formations and cliffs, with views of the Rifle Arch, the Roan 
Plateau, and the Colorado River Valley create the feeling of a larger natural area.  The 
terrain stair-steps down a series of five mesas, creating the opportunity for rewarding loop 
trails that ascend and descend to and from the trailhead. This is ideal mountain biking 
country for all experience levels, 
 
. 



2. SCOPE (Access/Trail Connections) (5 points) EXHIBIT A 
 

 
 The existing Rifle Arch hiking trail (1.5 miles) and the proposed Grand Hogback Trails 

will function as one trail system accessed from the same trailhead.  Because the Rifle 
Arch is an important site for the Ute tribe and will remain a hiking-only destination, the 
BLM requested that the new dual-use trails have a different name: the Grand Hogback 
Trails.  
 
The Grand Hogback Trails will provide additional hiking opportunities to the Rifle Arch 
hiking trail and will introduce mountain biking as a recreational experience to the area. 
The existing 1.5 mile out-and-back trail to the base of the arch will be greatly expanded 
to multiple loops of 4+ miles each that provide dramatic views of the Rifle Arch and the 
Roan Plateau.  The trail system is designed so that ascending mountain biking trails can 
be shared with hikers, providing a comfortable experience for both user groups. These 
dual-use trails were placed along mesa rims with the best views.   
 
Phase 1 construction of the project in 2020 relocated a section of the Rifle Arch trail that 
was eroded from drainage issues.  No further restorations of the existing trails are 
planned in Phase 2. 
 



3. NEED (10 Points) EXHIBIT A 
 

 
 The need for the Grand Hogback Trail System is due to the lack of non-motorized 

recreational areas near Rifle and the user conflicts and safety issues created by this 
situation. The BLM’s Enviornmental Assessment summarizes the situation as follows: 
 
“Non-motorized trail-based recreation opportunities are limited near Rifle. Local residents have 
historically used trails on Hubbard Mesa and at Rifle Arch. In 2016 the City of Rifle conducted a 
survey and asked residents what amenities that they would like to see added to their 
community. Increasing trail-based recreation opportunities was the most requested amenity….. 
BLM and partners are looking for a solution to resolve the recreation use along Fravert 
Reservoir Road and Hubbard Mesa.” 
 
The Hubbard Mesa OHV Area is popular with ATVers, dirt bikers, and target shooting.  
This has led to user-conflicts and safety concerns.  Mountain bikers and hikers 
frequently use undesignated trails that travel dangerously through popular target 
shooting areas.  To address this need, in 2017 the City of Rifle convened a meeting 
with BLM and Garfield County officials.  The City requested that the safety issues at 
Hubbard Mesa be addressed by providing each user group with their own separate 
area.  The BLM suggested that the Rifle Arch/Grand Hogback area would be ideal for 
non-motorized uses.  Once the Grand Hogback system is constructed, BLM intends to 
close dangerous trails in Hubbard Mesa.  Thus, this project fills an important safety 
need. 
 
The project will solve another safety need regarding the parking.  The new trailhead 
parking lot will replace a dangerous shoulder pull-off area that services the existing 
Rifle Arch hiking trail and can fit only 12-15 vehicles.  This parking area is frequently 
full.  The configuration requires vehicles to back into Highway 13, where high levels of 
truck traffic have caused several accidents at this location according to CDOT.   
 
Rifle’s primary economic drivers are: 1) the oil and gas industry which is experiencing a 
steep decline with revenues decreasing 60%; 2) construction activity in the nearby 
resort economies of the Roaring Fork and Vail Valleys.  As a “bedroom community” for 
nearby job centers, Rifle has only half the sales tax base of Glenwood Springs but an 
almost equal residential population.  Population growth is expected to continue at an 
average rate of 2% per year. Rifle’s economic challenges make the support of granting 
agencies critical in order to meet the needs of Rifle’s residents, including a significant 
Hispanic population (35%). 
 
The users of the Grand Hogback and Rifle Arch trail system are estimated to be 50% 
hiking and 50% mountain biking.  This is based on the comments we have received 
during the planning process and the Rifle Community Survey. 
 
The urgency of the project is due to safety issues and user conflicts as well as the 
availability of matching funds from the City of Rifle and other partners.  Uncertain 
economic times may make future requests for matching funds more difficult. 
 



4. PLANNING/SUSTAINABILITY (Planning and Prioritization Process) (15 points) EXHIBIT A 
 

 
 The Grand Hogback/Rifle Arch Concept Plan was developed in 2019 and approved by the 

BLM through the Environmental Assessment process in June 2020.  The EA can be found 
here:  
https://eplanning.blm.gov/eplanning-ui/project/1503208/510    
 
The Concept Plan is the basis for this project application, setting the vision to preserve and 
restore the existing 1.5 mile Rifle Arch hiking trail while adding a much larger (20 miles) 
hiking/mountain biking trail system around it.  
 
The Grand Hogback Trail System was designed by professionals at IMBA Trail Solutions to 
ensure that trails follow The International Mountain Biking Association (IMBA) and BLM 
Guidelines for a Quality Trail Experience – Mountain Bike Trail Guidelines.  CPW wildlife 
specialists were consulted by the BLM and trail planners early in the process.  See Question 
6 below for more details on wildlife considerations.  
 
Decades ago the BLM initiated a program of clearing trees in this area.  Today,  the interiors 
of the clearings create scenic views and are well-suited for bike-optimized descending trails, 
utilizing the already cleared corridor and existing rock features.  
 
With Rifle’s location on I-70 at the eastern edge of the Colorado Plateau, this project would 
also fill a need for low-elevation desert-style riding and hiking closer to many Colorado 
population centers. The Master Plan summarizes the reasons to prioritize this trail system as 
follows: 
 
Most Coloradans have no idea of the visual grandeur along the Grand Hogback just minutes 
from the I-70 corridor. These trails will introduce visitors to this stunning area and ensure that 
riders and hikers alike have a robust combination of trail choices. Front Range riders typically 
drive 3.5 to 4 hours one-way for the desert sandstone in Grand Junction or Fruita. Most hikers 
believe the closest natural arches to be in Moab, over 5 hours from Denver. The proposed 
trail system along the lower flanks of the Grand Hogback in Rifle would cut those travel times 
nearly in half.    

The city of Rifle, RAMBO, and the BLM have an opportunity to be one of the first on the 
Western Slope to have a truly purpose-built, dual-use trail network. The terrain diversity of the 
area and the many different trail types will give users a feeling of being in a much larger 
network. Creating a network of trails in a variety of styles, uses, and difficulty levels will 
guarantee a unique destination drawing riders from throughout the region while giving local 
residents an exhilarating outdoor experience close to home. 

 



5. PLANNING/SUSTAINABILITY (Maintenance and Sustainability) (15 points) EXHIBIT A 
 

 
 The BLM will own and have primary responsibility to ensure the maintenance of the Grand 

Hogback/Rifle Arch trail system.  The City of Rifle has signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) with the BLM to ensure a partnership on future needs.  The City of 
Rifle will coordinate with volunteer groups to provide maintenance work, such as Rifle Area 
Mountain Biking Organization (RAMBO), Roaring Fork Mountain Biking Association (RFMBA), 
Roaring Fork Outdoor Volunteers (RFOV) and Rocky Mountain Youth Corps (RMYC).   
 
Annual costs to maintain the trails are expected to be minimal.  Given the pinon and juniper 
vegetation there will be very few trees that fall across the trail.  There will be very little 
vegetation growth within the corridor.  Both of those can be maintained by occasional 
volunteer efforts.  Because the trails are designed with proper sustainable grades in mind, 
there will be minimal tread maintenance required.   The total estimate of trail maintenance 
costs is estimated at a maximum of $4,000 per year, mostly consisting of tools and volunteer 
labor.  Rifle Area Mountain Biking Organization and the City of Rifle will take the lead in 
assisting BLM with ensuring these resources are available. 

As noted above, Phase 1 of the project rerouted and restored the only section of 
unsustainable trail in this system. 

This Phase 2 of the project will be the final phase for the foreseeable future.  It will be 
constructed over two years, and result in almost the full build out of the trail system.  No 
further grant funds will be requested from the State Trails Grant Program for this project. 

 



6. PLANNING/SUSTAINABILITY (Wildlife and Natural Resources) (15 points) EXHIBIT A 
 

 
 The BLM EA states: 

 There is no critical habitat, occupied habitat, or known occurrences of any federally listed, proposed, 
or candidate terrestrial wildlife species in the project area.  
 
There is evidence of mule deer but the area is not very attractive to wildlife, perhaps due to 
the dry south-facing slopes and lack of running water.  This was a factor in selecting this 
area for trail development.  In defining the limits of the trail system, CPW Wildlife specialists 
requested that the trail system avoid reaching the crest of the Grand Hogback ridge.  This 
prevents trail users from disturbing the north slopes of the Hogback range where there is a 
state wildlife area and higher wildlife populations.  The Trail Master Plan followed this 
constraint.   
 
Prior to start of trail construction in 2020 (as requested by BLM & CPW) a raptor survey was 
conducted, confirming no raptor nests were in the project area.  We assume that this will be 
an annual requirement prior to construction seasons in 2021 and 2022, and will modify 
construction plans if nests are ever discovered.   

 In regards to winter closures, the Environmental Assessment stated: "Mechanized travel 
would be prohibited on these routes from December 1 through April 15 to protect wintering 
wildlife. An earlier opening could be evaluated annually and would only be allowed if 1) the 
routes are dry and 2) it is determined through consultation with CPW that an earlier opening 
would not severely impact wintering wildlife."   To follow this requirement, the project 
managers will ensure that any trail construction utilizing ~3' wide mini-excavator or similar 
machines would only occur between 4/15 and 12/1.   No winter closure implementation 
measures have been requested by CPW or BLM.  The project partners would comply with 
any measures requested in the future. 



7. PUBLIC COMMENT (15 points) EXHIBIT A 
 

 
 The planning process for the Grand Hogback Trail system took place in Spring of 2019 and was led 

by the City of Rifle, BLM, Roaring Fork Mountain Biking Assocation (RFMBA), and the Rifle Area 
Mountain Biking Organization (RAMBO).  IMBA Trail Solutions served as the planning consultant.  
A public workshop was held and attended by over 30 people.  The final plan was also presented at 
a public session of the Rifle City Council.  The BLM Environmental Assessment process also 
provided public notice to stakeholders including neighboring landowners, CDOT, the Ute tribal 
council, and other necessary entities.  No objections or oppositions were received during the 
process. 
 
As noted above, the Rifle Community Survey found that trails were the #1 request of Rifle residents, 
demonstrating the high demand for the project.   

The Grand Hogback Master Plan summarizes the public workshop input as follows:  

Rifle Area Mountain Bike Organization has a large percentage of families.  Much like the rest of 
Colorado the sport has become multigenerational. Many of the members stress the need for more 
traditional hand-built singletrack while at the same time desiring well-suited beginner trails for their 
kids and first timer friends. 

Based on this public input process, the trail system was designed to accommodate a variety of 
options of both rolling and rocky terrain, with both moderate and steeper grades.  Beginner-level 
“Family flow” trail loops have been located near the trailhead, with intermediate trails extending out 
to more advanced trails at the furthest reaches of the project. The public comment for the project 
was important to developing a trail system that is responsive to local needs. 
 
Public comment also highlighted the importance of the Rifle Arch remaining a quiet and sacred 
space, both for the Ute Tribe and for the residents of Rifle.  This influenced the plan by keeping 
dual-use trails on the other side of large gullies and giving them a separate name: the “Grand 
Hogback” trails. 



8. ABILITY (Matching Funds and Partnerships (10 points) EXHIBIT A 
 

 
 
Cash match is provided by City of Rifle ($110,000), Catena Foundation ($40,000) and Alpine Bank 
($10,000).  In-kind volunteer labor will be provided through Rifle Area Mountain Biking Organization 
and Roaring Fork Outdoor Volunteers.  All of these commitments are secured, and no additional 
fundraising is required.  See attached letters of support. 
 



9. ABILITY (Contingency/Ability) (5 points) EXHIBIT A 
 

 
 

It is anticipated that some partner and applicant funding would be lost if State Trails grant 
funds are not awarded.  There may be enough to build a smaller Phase 2, but future grant 
requests would be necessary. 
 
The City of Rifle has been awarded many grants for construction projects of streets, trails, 
utilities, and other infrastructure from a range of funders, including GOCO, DOLA, CDOT, 
and others.  In 2017 a grant award from the Garfield County Federal Mineral Lease District 
for $200,000 completed a section of the Rifle Creek Trail.  The GCFMLD models their grant 
program after GOCO; thus the reporting and close out procedures were very similar and 
successfully carried out.  The City of Rifle prides itself on receiving large grant award and 
consistently producing successful projects on-time and on-budget. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



Exhibit B Page 1 of 1

SOURCE OF FUNDS
Date 

Secured

 CPW Trails 
Grant Request 

[A] 

 Total Project 
Match [B] 

Total Funding 
($) [C]

CASH

Alpine Bank 9/1/2020 10,000.00$     10,000.00$     
City of Rifle 9/23/2020 110,000.00$   110,000.00$   
Catena Family Foundation 9/1/2020 40,000.00$     40,000.00$     
State Trails Grant Request 198,567.00$   198,567.00$   
IN-KIND

Rifle Area Mtn Biking Organization 39,875.00$     39,875.00$     
-$                  
-$                  
-$                  

TOTAL SOURCES OF FUNDS 198,567.00$   199,875.00$   398,442.00$   

[CASH] Description of Work Qty Unit  Unit Price  Total (B*D)  CPW Funds 
 Total Project 

Match ($) 
 Total Funding 

($) 
Balance  

[should be 0]

Parking Lot Construction (contractor) 1 ea 92,777.84$        92,777.84$     92,777.84$     92,777.84$     0
Trail Construction (contractor) 39970 lf 4.87$                   194,653.90$   127,431.72$   67,222.18$     194,653.90$   0
Trail Contractor oversight of youth corps and 
volunteers 25344 lf 1.12$                   28,385.28$     28,385.28$     28,385.28$     0

-$                  -$                  0
Category 2 - Salary/Wages
Youth Corps 5 weeks 8,550.00$           42,750.00$     42,750.00$     42,750.00$     0

-$                  -$                  0
-$                  -$                  0

-$                  -$                  0
-$                  -$                  0
-$                  -$                  0
-$                  -$                  0

Additional Categories

-$                  -$                  0
-$                  -$                  0
-$                  -$                  0
-$                  -$                  0
-$                  -$                  0

USE OF FUNDS - CASH SUBTOTAL 198,567.00$   160,000.02$   358,567.02$   

[IN-KIND] Description of Work Qty Unit  Unit Price  Total (B*D) 
 Total Funding 

($) 

Balance  
[should be 0]

Category 1 - Contracted Services
 $                    -    $                    -    $                    -   0
 $                    -    $                    -    $                    -   0
 $                    -    $                    -    $                    -   0

Category 2 - Salary/Wages
 $                    -    $                    -    $                    -   0
 $                    -    $                    -    $                    -   0
 $                    -    $                    -    $                    -   0

Category 3 - Materials/Tools
 $                    -    $                    -    $                    -   0
 $                    -    $                    -    $                    -   0
 $                    -    $                    -    $                    -   0

Additional Categories
volunteer trail building by RAMBO 1450 hr  $                27.50  $     39,875.00  $     39,875.00  $     39,875.00 0

 $                    -    $                    -    $                    -   0
 $                    -    $                    -    $                    -   0

IN-KIND SUBTOTAL 39,875.00$      $     39,875.00 

TOTAL PROJECT COST 198,567.00$   199,875.02$   398,442.02$   
30% REQUIRED MATCH 59,570.10$     

Exhibit B
Budget Form - Project Name: 

CATEGORY 1-Contracted Services     Identify as: Youth Corps, Engineering, Contractor, etc.

CATEGORY 3-Materials/Supplies       Identify as: Signs, crusherfines, native seed, weed barrier, etc.

City of Rifle - Grand Hogback Trail System 



Grand Hogback 
Trails 

Location in  
Colorado 

Location in  
Rifle area 



Parking Lot 
Relocation and 

Expansion 

Existing parking pull-off and trailhead 



Trailhead 



Sandstone cliffs of the Grand Hogback formation, with Rifle Arch 
visible on the left 

RAMBO volunteers working on Phase 1 with Roan Plateau in 
the background 



View of Grand 
Hogback from 
high Mesa 5 
meadow 

Trailhead from 
Highway 13 (left) 
 
 
Rifle Arch peeks 
out between the 
pinon and juniper 
trees (right) 



       Our mission is to create and sustain the best possible mountain  
bike trail system and experience in the Roaring Fork Valley. 

September 25, 2020 

Colorado Parks and Wildlife Division 
Trails Program 
13787 US Hwy 85 N. 

Littleton, CO 80125    

Re: RFMBA’s Support for Grand Hogback Trail System - Phase 2 Trail Construction. 

Please accept this letter on behalf of the Roaring Fork Mountain Bike Association (RFMBA), a 

Chapter of the International Mountain Bicycling Association. RFMBA supports the City of Rifle’s 

application for funding support towards Phase 2 of the new Grand Hogback Trail System.  We have 

been involved and supportive of this project from the earliest planning phases, and remain very 

excited about the development of high quality mountain bike trail experiences for both those living in 

and near the City of Rifle, and the many visiting trail users who will drive a few short miles from I-70 

to explore and enjoy this new public lands trail system.  

RFMBA values this type of public investment for the obvious return on investment that our local 

communities will receive. Projects that lead to bicycle friendly infrastructure allow for healthy and 

vibrant communities. These same projects provide a source of economic development for 

communities interested in promoting increased recreation opportunities and tourist visitation.  

RFMBA is especially supportive of this project due to our initial and ongoing involvement.  BLM’s 

Colorado River Valley Field Office staff initially invited RFMBA to participate in visioning and trail 

planning exercises due to the success of our planning and implementation of trail projects near 

Carbondale and New Castle.  We are now pleased to partner with the City of Rifle, and local 

advocates (Rifle Area Mt. Bike Organization) to implement the trails plan that was approved by BLM 

earlier this year.  We are committed to providing expertise and matching funds to ensure high quality 

outcomes for the current and future trail users of this trail system.  

We greatly applaud and support the efforts of the City of Rifle to partner with the BLM to activate 

these federal lands to the benefit of the local community. This grant application is perfectly in line 

with Colorado’s recently stated goal to be the most bike friendly state in the country. Feel free to 

contact me with any questions at (970) 948-3486 or mike.pritchard@rfmba.org. 

Best Regards,   

Mike Pritchard, RFMBA, Executive Director 

    Imagine! The best trails on the planet – right outside your door!

Executive Director 
Mike Pritchard 

Board of Directors 
Jim Neu 
     Chairman 
Todd Fugate 
     Vice-Chair 

Art Burrows 
     Secretary 

Ian Philips     
     Treasurer 

Sheryl Bower 
Adam Cornely 
Charlie Eckart 
Julie Hardman 
Matt Laufer 

RFMBA, a Chapter of 
the International 
Mountain Bicycling 
Association, is a  
501(c)(3) charitable 
organization.   

 
 
Post Office Box 2635  
Aspen, CO, 81612 
www.RFMBA.org 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
September 28, 2020 
 
 
Dear State Trails Grant Committee, 
 
On behalf of the Rifle Area Mountain Biking Organization (RAMBO), this letter is to express our 
support for the City of Rifle's grant application to the State Trails Program for Phase 2 of the Grand 
Hogback Trail System.  As avid trail users we feel the Rifle area is seriously lacking the kind of 
biking and hiking trails that this project would create.  These trails would add a needed option for 
mountain bikers and hikers to not only enjoy the scenic area around Rifle Arch but offer a safe area 
to recreate.  This can add to the quality of life for local residents and serve as a much-needed 
economic development and tourism asset to the area. RAMBO plans on organizing the volunteer 
effort to help build, maintain and to fundraise for these trails. 
 
We fully support the City of Rifle's application!  Thank you for your consideration. 
  
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Erik Villaseñor 
President 
Rifle Area Mountain Biking Organization 
719-323-0303. |  villasenorerik@gmail.com 
 





To: State Trails Grant Committee 
 
 As owner of Rifle’s Miller’s Dry Goods for the past 40 years, I have now been retired for nine months. 
Downtown Rifle was good to me, and I remain dedicated to continued economic endeavors. Outdoor 
activities play a big part in these efforts.  And, mountain biking trails are on the 
forefront.                              
 
Therefore, I endorse the city of Rifle’s grant application for phase 2 of the Grand Hogback Trail System. 
The GHTS will offer multi level riding to families of all abilities.  Most of the mountain bike trails within 
about 100 miles, are geared toward advanced levels. We think GHTS will provide a unique appeal to 
families.  
    
Hopefully this will introduce our town to new visitors who might give some thought to stay an extra day 
or patronize a local restaurant. Who knows, they might consider contacting a local real estate company. 
     Thank you for your consideration of the city of Rifle’s  grant application. 
 
     Respectfully, 
     Gary Miller   
     970-618-1005 
     September 25, 2020 
 
PS:  Oh, I am a 73 year old mountain biker, so, now you might understand my urgency.  Thx again 
 



 
 

 

 

September 29, 2020 

 

 

Colorado Parks and Wildlife Division 

Trails Program 

13787 US Hwy 85 N. 

Littleton, CO 80125  

 

Re: Alpine Bank’s Support for Grand Hogback Trail System - Phase 2 Trail Construction.  

 

Please accept this letter of support on behalf of Alpine Bank for the Grand Hogback Trail System Phase 2.  

Alpine Bank was able to make a financial contribution to the construction of the Phase 1 trails that are under 

construction now.  We look forward to participating in Phase 2 as well. 

 

Quality accessible trail systems contribute substantially to the well-being of a community.  Both for the 

recreational benefit of local residents and the economic benefit of bringing visitors to the community.  Rifle 

Colorado has many nearby recreational opportunities for residents and tourists.  A quality nonmotorized trail 

system will be an important addition to the diversity of recreational opportunities.  Alpine Bank, through 

previous financial support to trail systems in Glenwood Springs, New Castle and Phase 1 of the Grand 

Hogback, has seen the positive impacts on the community from quality trail projects.  The trails have become 

assets locals can’t live without along with driving increased economic activity through tourism. 

  

Alpine Bank is happy to participate in the further development of the Grand Hogback Trail System.  The trail 

system will surely become a new favorite amenity for local residents and tourists alike.  Feel free to contact me 

with any questions at (970) 384-3257 or ericgardey@alpinebank.com. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Eric A. Gardey 

Chief Financial Officer 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Member FDIC www.alpinebank.com 
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