




RESOLUTION 2023-28 

A RESOLUTION OF THE FRUITA CITY COUNCIL SUPPORTING AN 

APPLICATION FOR A COLORADO PARKS AND WILDLIFE NON-MOTORIZED 

PLANNING GRANT FOR THE ENHANCEMENTS TO THE MACK RIDGE AREA 
OF THE KOKOPELLI TRAIL SYSTEM. 

WHEREAS, the City of Fruita along with the Bureau of Land Management, Colorado Plateau 
Mountain Bike Association, Mesa County and several local businesses, completed a trail 
proposal put forth by local trail users in the business community, which was well received but 
needs further analysis through a more formal planning process ideally supported by CPW. 

WHEREAS, the Mack Ridge area of the Kokopelli Trail System will discuss broader 
improvements to the system around maintenance, reroutes, sustainability, conservation, 
resource protection, infrastructure improvements, connectivity, adaptive usage; and 

WHEREAS, the next steps to construct the new trail and trail re-routes are to conduct 
environmental work along the trail corridors, including cultural and paleontological studies; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Fruita supports the Colorado Parks and Wildlife Non-Motorized 
Planning Grant Application for the development of a Master Plan at the Mack Ridge Area of the 
Kokopelli Trail System; and 

WHEREAS, the Mack Ridge area of the Kokopelli Trail System attracts thousands of 
visitors a year to the Fruita and greater Grand Valley communities; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Fruita recognizes that trail and trail development and trail 
maintenance are important to the continued sustainability of the local economy by attracting 
visitors to the area; and 

WHEREAS, developing trail is an effort to become the trails capital of the world, 
identified as a goal in 2014 by City Council; and 

WHEREAS, providing connectivity of trails inside and outside the city is critical; and 

WHEREAS, trail connectivity to the Mack Ridge area of the Kokopelli Trail System is 
identified in the City ofFruita's Parks, Open Space and Trails Master Plan; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Fruita has pledged $10,000 cash match and $3,000 in kind as project 
management for the development of a master plan in the Mack Ridge area of Kokopelli Trail 
System; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Fruita and its partners are requesting $45,000 from Colorado Parks 
and Wildlife through the State Trails Program for a total project cost of $60,000 to fund the 
development of a Master Plan in the Mack Ridge area of Kokopelli Trail System. 



NOW, THEREFORE IT BE RESOLVED BY THE FRUITA COUNCIL THAT: 

Section 1: 

Section 2: 

Section 3: 

Section 4: 

Section 5: 

ATTEST: 

The City Council of the City of Fruita strongly supports the application and is 
budgeting in 2024 matching funds for a grant with Colorado Parks and 
Wildlife, State Trail Program. 

If the grant is awarded, the City Council of the City of Fruita strongly supports 
the completion of the project. 

The City Council of the City of Fruita authorizes the expenditure of 
funds necessary to meet the terms and obligations of any Grant 
awarded. 

If the grant is awarded, the City Council hereby authorizes the City Manager 
to sign the grant agreement with Colorado Parks and Wildlife. 

This resolution to be in full force and effect from and after its passage 
and approval. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED BY THE FRUITA CITY COUNCIL 
THIS 17TH DAY OF OCTOBER, 2023. 

City of Fruita 





















CPW Grant # Source of match Type  Date available Amount
Organization Cash Jan-24  $               10,000.00 
Project title In-Kind Jan-24  $                3,000.00 
Grant Request (auto populates) Cash Jan-23  $                2,000.00 
Local match Min. Match 11,250.00$               
Project Total  $               15,000.00 

Description Qty Unit type  Cost per unit  Total  Type  CPW Grant  Local match  Balance 

1 EA  $               60,000.00  Cash  $               45,000.00  $               12,000.00  $                3,000.00 

 $                          -    $                          -   
 $                          -    $                          -   
 $                          -    $                          -   

61 HR  $                     49.55  $                3,000.00  In-Kind  $                3,000.00  $                          -   

 $                          -    $                          -   
 $                          -    $                          -   
 $                          -    $                          -   

 $                          -    $                          -   
 $                          -    $                          -   
 $                          -    $                          -   

 $                          -    $                          -   
 $                          -    $                          -   
 $                          -    $                          -   

TOTAL  $             63,000.00  $             45,000.00  $             15,000.00 

 

Project details Match details

 Match Total 

45,000.00$                            
15,000.00$                            
60,000.00$                            

City of Fruita
City of Fruita
Colorado Plateau Mountain Bike Trail Associatio

Project Management - City of Fruita

City of Fruita
Future of Kokopelli Master Plan

Contracted Services

Salary/Wages

Materials/Supplies

Additional Categories

Professional servies for Master Planning Process 
(including public outreach, stakeholder engagement, 
community and needs analysis, current trails and 
amenities assessment)

C O L O R A D O  P A R K S  &  W I L D L I F E

Project Budget
NON-MOTORIZED TRAILS GRANT



Figure 1. State map showing project location in Mesa County.  



Figure 2. Map of Mesa county showing land ownership and designations.   
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Kokopelli trail system photos. Rustlers and Steve’s Loop.  



Lion’s Loop issues with cattle in the mud.  Rock fall and wash out after rain.   Trail repairs from Mesa County Trails Crews.   





 

 

COLORADO PLATEAU MOUNTAIN BIKE TRAIL ASSOCIATION, INC. 
Grand Valley Canyons Chapter 

Post Office Box 4602 
Grand Junction, Colorado  81502 

 
October 3, 2023 

 
Colorado Parks and Wildlife 
State Trails Program 
13787 South Highway 85 
Littleton, Colorado 80152 
 
 Re: City of Fruita/ North Fruita Desert Trails Master Plan 
 
To whom it may concern: 
 
 The Colorado Plateau Mountain Bike Trail Association, Inc. (COPMOBA) is a 
nonprofit organization with four independent regional chapters around Western Colorado in 
Grand Junction, Delta, Montrose and Ridgway.  COPMOBA has built, maintained and 
advocated for single track mountain bike trails across the Western Slope for over 34 years, 
working with state, local and federal agencies to create mountain bike trails for local riders 
and visitors to our communities. 
 
 As advocates for mountain biking trails in Western Colorado, and particularly in the 
Grand Valley, COPMOBA supports the City of Fruita’s application for a planning grant to 
develop the Future of Kokopelli, a master plan for trails in the Mack Ridge/Kokopelli Loops 
area of the McInnis Canyons National Conservation Area. This master plan will be a crucial 
tool to aid the BLM in planning for sustainable trail development, maintenance and 
infrastructure in the Mack Ridge area of the National Conservation Area.  In support of the 
application, COPMOBA pledges $2,000 as matching funds in support of the application. 
  
 Sincerely, 
 
  
 
 John Howe, President 
 Colorado Plateau Mountain Bike 
 Trail Association, Inc. 
 
JTH 



 

                                                                                                                                                      
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

September 29, 2023 
  
Colorado Parks and Wildlife  
Trails Program 
13787 S. Hwy 85 
Littleton, CO 80125 
 
Re: Non-Motorized Trail Grant – City of Fruita 
 
Dear Review Committee: 
 
The BLM Grand Junction Field Office supports the City of Fruita’s application for a Non-Motorized Trail 
Grant offered by the Colorado Parks and Wildlife—Trails Program to create a long-term plan for non-
motorized recreation for Mack Ridge and the Kokopelli trail system both within the McInnis Canyons 
National Conservation Area (MCNCA). 
 
The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) administers the public lands within the MCNCA and actively 
works with the City of Fruita and other community partners to support and manage non-motorized 
recreation opportunities at this popular recreation destination. 
 
The City of Fruita works closely with community partners, including the BLM to ensure these popular 
trail systems remain world class. The initial development of the trails was funded by a Colorado Parks 
and Wildlife State Trails Program grant and matching contributions from the City of Fruita, the Colorado 
Plateau Mountain Bike Trail Association, and the Grand Junction BLM. 
 
The City of Fruita’s economy relies heavily on non-motorized recreation tourism and Mack Ridge and 
related Kokopelli trail systems are valued for their high quality, internationally known singletrack 
mountain biking. The aim of this planning effort is to look at the long-term sustainability of the system. 
As the popularity of this system continues to grow, deterioration and degradation of the trails and 
related infrastructure follow. This planning effort would allow for the creation of a proactive 
management plan with a comprehensive strategy that includes connectivity, equal access to recreation, 
resource protection, closure and or reroute of unsustainable trails, additional parking and infrastructure, 
and balancing the needs of existing grazing allotments within the trail system.  
 
This project fulfills key elements of the BLM's national recreation strategy “Connecting with 
Communities.” Specifically, our longstanding strategic direction encourages us to: 
 

• Goal 1: Support Community Service Providers While Balancing the Interests of All Public Lands 
Users. 

o Strategic Focus 2: Plan and Manage Recreation Efforts to Achieve Specific and Desired 
Benefits to the Community While Promoting Responsible Shared Use of Public Lands.  

 
• Goal 2: Facilitate Greater Well-Being and Economic Benefits within Communities. 

United States Department of the Interior                     
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 

Grand Junction Field Office 
Grand Junction Field Office 

2815 H Road, Grand Junction, Colorado  81506         
 
 



 

o Strategic Focus 1: Capitalize on and Protect BLM's “Backyard to Backcountry" Brand" 
o Strategic Focus 3: Ensure That Priorities for Recreation Opportunities Reflect the Goals 

and Capabilities of Affected Communities. 
 
• Goal 2: Ensure That BLM Participation in Partnerships Remains Relevant and Effective 

o Strategic Focus 1: Stay Up-to-Date About the Interests of All Public Lands Users, 
Especially Community Service Providers and Recreation Tourism Visitors. 

 
In keeping with these strategic goals, the feedback from area communities and economic development 
partners regarding the importance of this project has been consistent and positive. The BLM has listened 
carefully to the City of Fruita and local businesses within the community. These entities have been 
strongly supportive of this project for its continued support of the economic contribution as a tourism 
attraction, as well as its contribution to the quality of life for local residents. 
 
We strongly encourage the CPW Trails Program to support this community effort to provide high-quality 
recreation opportunities in the Grand Valley. If I can answer any questions, please do not hesitate to 
contact me, gwolfgan@blm.gov or 970-244-3010. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Greg Wolfgang 
Field Manager 
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