






















Dear Mr. Metsa, 

 I am writing in support of the Colorado Off-Highway Vehicle Coalition (COHVCO) “Economic Contribution 
Study” grant request for continuing to study the economic contributions of motorized recreation in 
Colorado. 

 As we have seen, recreational pursuits of all kinds have continued to increase in Colorado over the last 
several years, and this is especially true with motorized recreation. Furthermore, the COVID-19 pandemic 
has illustrated the importance and necessity for all people, of all abilities, to recreate outdoors. As such, 
motorized recreation continues to be a leading recreational pursuit for the public. 

 Increasing demands and desires for motorized recreation continue to create pressure on, as well provide 
significant opportunity for, rural communities, particularly rural economies. This study will help land 
managers to better understand the nuances around economic data with respect to motorized recreation. 
This understanding and related analyses are critical to successful required Federal  Travel Management 
and National Environmental Policy Act planning. Motorized recreation opportunities in Colorado are of 
social, ecological, and economic importance to local communities and business across the state. The 
collaborative effort between users, communities, and land managers represented in this project contribute 
to the overall stewardship of public lands, thereby sustaining responsible motorized recreation and 
positive economic impact. 

 COHVCO and the Forest Service Rocky Mountain Region have maintained an effective and valued 
relationship over many years that has continued to jointly address both challenges and opportunities for 
the motorized community in Colorado. This relationship has resulted in countless successful partnerships 
and projects that have seen significant improvement in the overall provision and quality of motorized 
recreation opportunities across the state.  The continuation of this important economic study will 
contribute to these ongoing successes.  These contributions include providing the necessary economic 
data critical to successful land management planning; the establishment of crucial partnerships; and the 
pursuit of additional grant funding that can be put to use on the ground in support of additional motorized 
recreational opportunities. 

 Thanks for the opportunity to provide input. I strongly support this grant request and urge you to approve 
them. I appreciate that COHVCO has taken a forward-thinking, collaborative approach to this study and 
have the highest confidence they will continue to produce quality results that will benefit motorized 
recreation within the state. 

  

Please let me know if you have any questions. 

  

With Regards, 

  

Chad Schneckenburger 

Trails and Dispersed Recreation Program Manager 

USDA Forest Service, Rocky Mountain Region 
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