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C O L O R A D O  P A R K S  &  W I L D L I F E

Application form
LAND & WATER CONSERVATION FUND GRANT APPLICATION

PROJECT BASICS

Title

Type Acquisition
Development/renovation
Combination acquisition and development

Acres to be acquired N/A

Outcome Creates new park Expands/improves existing park Other

Phased project Yes No If yes, Phase # of

Brief summary

Grant request $ Grant ratio1 % 

Match $ Match ratio % 

Total $ Total 100 % 

APPLICANT 

Type Local County State Tribal

Organization

Postal address

City State CO ZIP Code

General email UEI #

Lead contact Title

Telephone Email

Project manager Title

Telephone Email

PARTNER OR CO-SPONSOR

Organization N/A

Postal address

City State CO ZIP Code

Contact name Title

Telephone Email

1 Grant ratio = grant request / total . Match ratio = match / total .

Schofield Farm Open Space

This project enhance the drainage and trail infrastructure at Schofield Farm 
Open Space. This enhancement includes creating multiple connections to the 
existing Erie Lake loop, establishing a trailhead where non exists, installing 
informative waysides, and establishing wildlife viewing areas.

1,100,504.00

1,117,005.80

2,217,509.80

49.63

50.37

Town of Erie

645 Holbrook Street, PO Box 750

Erie

Luke Bolinger

303-926-2796

Luke Bolinger

303-926-2796

contactus@erieco.gov

80516

X54EMT612417

Development & Neighborhood Svcs Mgr

lbolinger@erieco.gov

Development & Neighborhood Svcs Mgr

lbolinger@erieco.gov
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PROPERTY 

Park name N/A

Address 

City State CO ZIP Code 

County Congressional district 

Name of property owner 

Ownership Fee simple Lease Easement Other

Applies to Entire site Portion of site

Existing LWCF site Yes No If yes, grant # 08- 

Describe any leases, easements (including surface and subsurface utilities), rights or interests. 

Describe the property and its current uses. Include acreage, terrain, unique features, and usage 
history.  

The site is owned by the Town of Erie.

Schofield Farm Open Space

2203 N. 111th Street

Erie 80516

Boulder 2nd

Town of Erie

The Schofield Farm and Open Space is a wonderful parcel of open space and history, totaling almost 
40 acres, amidst nearby bustling residential and commercial development. The magnificent views to 
the west toward the sprawling front range mountains are unprecedented.  The Town of Erie 
maintains an agricultural lease for the hay fields on the property. Keeping this agricultural use intact, 
has been successful with yearly grass hay production. A wetland ecosystem area is located in the 
lower areas below the fields that serves as a natural filtration area for the run off from the area 
before the inlet at neighboring Prince Reservoir #2. The Schofield Homestead is made up of the 
original house and garage built in the 1890’s. The outbuildings of the homestead include a root 
cellar, milk house, a late 1890’s barn, a silo, an early 1900’s barn, a chicken coop, a brooding shed, 
an outhouse, and a smaller structure used as a coal house. The mature landscape surrounding the 
homestead provides large canopy shade trees, a variety of shrubs, evergreen trees, and perennials. 
South of this site, the primary subject of this application, is a strong stand of native and drainage 
infrastructure.  
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1. PROJECT SCOPE 10 points 

a) Describe the proposed acquisition or development project.

b) Indicate the current stage of design at the time of application.

Development projects:

Pre-design
Schematic design
Design development
Construction documents
Permitting
Bidding

Acquisitions (applicable milestones obtained at the time of application): 

Yellow Book appraisal complete
Purchase agreement drafted
Land will be open for public use immediately after acquisition

The proposed project at Schofield Farm Open Space is pivotal in granting residents and visitors access 
to its rich historical heritage.  This initiative aims to tackle long-standing drainage issues, establish a 
trailhead parking area, connect users to the existing Erie Lake trail loop, and incorporate highly 
sought-after waysides and interpretive signage throughout the site.  Drainage in this area has been a 
longstanding problem, making public access impossible.  Along with our Engineering Division, we will 
conduct a drainage study to guide design and engineering documents that will not only address the 
areas drainage concerns, but provide a trailhead parking area off of N. 111th.  Currently, there is no 
way for the public to safely access the site.  Providing an adequately sized parking area will help 
achieve the goals set forth in the 2018 plan, enabling the public to access the site for programming 
and events.  This project will bring new trail opportunities into the Schofield Farm Open Space, 
providing residents formalized trail opportunities that will reduce the impact of social trail creation 
throughout the site.  Our highly utilized Erie Lake loop trail sees over 14,000 users per year, but the 
parking area off of Hwy. 287 is undersized and does not lend itself to safe pedestrian access.  New 
connections will ensure that users can safely access the loop.  The historical significance of Schofield 
Farm Open Space has been overshadowed, but this project seeks to change that by enlightening the 
Erie community through interpretive signage that includes both historical and agricultural information 
at select waysides.  These waysides can act as picnic areas, outdoor classroom spaces, or wildlife and 
hot air balloon viewing spaces.  This project will also add trees, shrubs and the needed electrical and 
irrigation upgrades for the area. 
 
It is of note that the author has renamed the "Schofield Farm & Open Space Master Plan" to the  
"Schofield Strategic Plan." 
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2. PROJECT NEED 5 points 

a) Describe the project’s urgency and why it is being pursued at this time.

3. COMMUNITY BENEFIT 15 points 

a) Describe the community that will benefit from this project. Include relevant demographic and
economic data.

b) Outline any deficiencies or barriers to access that this project would address or improve for the
abovementioned community. Include Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and Architectural
Barriers Act (ABA) access.

Currently, there is no access to the site. The project's trail infrastructure, including newly constructed 
trails and trail connections, will adhere to ADA standards by incorporating the required slopes and 
grades that meet accessibility guidelines. The trailhead, a critical entry point to the open space, will 
be designed to be fully accessible. It features parking spaces with proper dimensions for accessible 
parking, clear pathways, and curb ramps with suitable slopes to accommodate wheelchairs and other 
mobility devices. Throughout the trail system, resting areas are strategically placed to ensure that 
individuals with mobility challenges have opportunities to rest and appreciate the scenic beauty. 
Interpretive signage and waysides, which aim to educate visitors about the area's history and ecology, 
are designed to be accessible to all, regardless of disabilities, through clear and inclusive design 
principles. Regular assessments and compliance checks during and after construction will ensure that 
all ADA and ABA requirements are met and maintained, further affirming Schofield Farm Open Space's 
commitment to providing an inclusive and accessible outdoor recreational experience for the entire 
community.

The benefits of this project extend to a diverse and growing community of residents and visitors. 
Schofield Farm Open Space will cater to a wide range of individuals, from morning walkers and 
wildlife enthusiasts to school groups, Camp Erie participants, and history enthusiasts. The 2023 
Elevate Erie Vision and Values Survey underscores the community's concerns and needs. Among 697 
respondents, 492 expressed concern about overall population growth in the Town of Erie, and 403 
emphasized the importance of access to open space. Within three miles of Schofield, there are 48,068 
people (18,453 households) and 51 educational centers (schools, colleges, museums, etc.).  Race 
distribution is 80% white, 5% Asian, 10% multi-race, 3% “other,” and 2% black.  Age distribution is 
23.09% 0-19, 41.73% ages 20-49, and 35.18% ages 50 and up, with the median age being 39. This data 
underscores the urgent need to invest in Schofield Farm Open Space, as it stands as one of the few 
open space areas with significant potential for meaningful public access  The department generates 
almost $3M in revenue annually, once fully complete, Schofield is estimated to generate an additional 
$500K in revenue with events and programming.  

Schofield Farm Open Space was purchased in 2014 and the overall plan completed in 2018 with months 
of community input.  Since then, staff have been working on elements of the plan to bring the 
community’s vision to fruition.  The Town has undertaken a comprehensive Historic Structures 
Assessment, facilitated the installation of water, sewer, and power infrastructure at the site, and 
conducted essential site work to preserve the historic buildings in sound condition.  Our community 
has long awaited to be given access to this historic site and benefit from its uniqueness.  By providing 
trailhead parking, users can actually legally get onto the site to enjoy its many benefits.  The 2023 
Elevate Erie Vision and Value Survey indicates Parks and Open Space is what people like most about 
living in Erie - 335 of 690 respondents listed this as the highest response.  Rapid development 
throughout Erie is not slowing down, and now is the time to “kick Schofield into high gear,” to 
leverage our funding from the Engineering Division, ongoing support from the State Historical Fund, 
and deliver the recreational opportunities promised to our community.  
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c) Estimate the number of people and/or types of user groups that will have access to recreational 
opportunities as a result of this project. Include methods for determining this estimate. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT AND PARTNERSHIPS 15 points 

a) Outline public engagement activities for this project. For example, public meetings, comment 
periods, surveys, etc. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

b) Describe any partnerships that will ensure the project's success. For example, public agencies, 
conservation or recreation groups, local businesses, etc. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

We remain committed to collaborating with our Engineering Division to resolve the drainage issues 
associated with this project. Furthermore, we have a comprehensive programming and events plan in 
place, geared toward the full realization of the project's potential. However, the current access and 
parking constraints prevent us from implementing these programs or facilitating meaningful site 
access. 
 
Our commitment to partnerships remains unwavering, with continued collaborations planned with the 
St. Vrain Valley and Boulder Valley School Districts for field trips and Camp Erie initiatives. We have 
cultivated valuable relationships with key stakeholders, including the Erie Makerspace group, 
Arapahoe Ridge HOA, and the Lafayette Museum, to explore future site utilization and maximize 
community benefits.

The proposal's development involved extensive collaborative efforts since 2017, coinciding with the 
Schofield Strategic Plan's completion. This comprehensive plan, endorsed by the Board of Trustees, 
results from diverse engagement strategies that ensured active community involvement. These 
strategies included interviews with local residents, leveraging their historical knowledge. The Erie 
Historical Advisory Board provided essential expertise. Two well-attended on-site stakeholder 
meetings engaged over 100 participants, fostering community ownership. A unique hot air balloon ride 
offered stakeholders a fresh perspective, while Farmers Market presence and comment cards at the 
Erie Community Center captured broad community input. Online platforms, including social media, 
email, and a dedicated project website, further gathered feedback. Post-plan adoption, ongoing 
efforts focus on cultivating support through collected letters and an updated project site 
(https://www.erieco.gov/1983/Schofield-Farm-Open-Space).This proposal underscores a dynamic and 
inclusive process, reflecting our commitment to transparent, community-driven decision-making.

Aside from the daily users who will utilize the site for walking/running, photography or wildlife 
viewing, we will see usage from a variety of groups.  For example, our Camp Erie program fills up in 
eight minutes at the beginning of the season, serving over 255 kids during their breaks. Campers 
embark on a range of excursions, exploring various parks throughout Erie. There is no space like 
Schofield in Erie and our Recreation staff have already put together camp activities that revolve at 
Schofield.  Staff have been in conversations with the Lafayette Museum, who are excited about the 
prospect of sharing the Schofield history in their programs as well (since Schofield was originally in 
Lafayette in the early 1900s).  Meadowlark School is four minutes away (1.4 miles), serving 
pre-kindergarten through eighth grade students.  Schofield's close proximity offers significant 
advantages for a school of this size. With such proximity, teachers are spared the need to arrange 
buses, rendering off-site learning far more appealing. Based on our analysis of existing trail use, 
recreational programming, and school data, we anticipate the site accommodating between 20,000 to 
30,000 unique visits annually.
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c) Outline any concerns identified as part of public engagement. Explain how these will be
addressed.

5. SCORP 10 points 

a) List the Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP) priorities that this project
will advance.

Priority 1: Sustainable Access and Opportunity
Goal: More Coloradans and visitors benefit from outdoor recreation and conservation.

Priority 2: Stewardship
Goal: Coloradans and visitors enjoy and care for natural and cultural resources and commit to
stewarding them for future generations.

Priority 3: Land, Water and Wildlife Conservation
Goal: Private and public lands and waters are conserved to support sustainable outdoor
recreation, the environment and wildlife habitat.

Priority 4: Funding the Future
Goal: Coloradans and visitors contribute to diverse funding sources that are dedicated to
support outdoor recreation and conservation. Existing sources of funds are preserved.

b) Explain how.

The proposed project at Schofield Farm Open Space directly aligns with Priority 1 by enhancing 
sustainable access and recreational opportunities for both local residents and visitors. It addresses 
longstanding drainage issues that have hindered public access, making the historic site inaccessible, 
along with vital trail connections and wildlife viewing areas.  The project contributes to Priority 3 by 
addressing land and water conservation needs. The drainage study, guides design and engineering that 
not only mitigate drainage issues but also promote sustainable land management.  In addition to 
resolving drainage problems, the project includes the planting of trees and shrubs, enhancing the 
natural environment and supporting wildlife habitat. Electrical and irrigation upgrades are planned, 
which align with the goal of ensuring the long-term sustainability of the site.  By improving access 
while preserving and enhancing the natural environment, this project strikes a balance between 
outdoor recreation and conservation, directly supporting the SCORP's goal of conserving lands and 
waters for the benefit of both outdoor enthusiasts and wildlife habitat.

Once concern we have heard, and addressed, is the launching of hot air balloons from the site.  While 
the Schofield Farm Open Space Strategic Plan indicates launching balloons from the east side of the 
site, that type of activity is best suited for the west side, closer to Hwy. 287.  We made that move 
almost four years ago and has been highly successful.  Our most obvious concern is how people are 
accessing the site.
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6. PLANNING 10 points 

a) Discuss the process that identified this project as a priority.

b) List all approved internal master or outdoor recreation plans and/or any external area, regional,
or statewide plans this project supports.

7. WILDLIFE AND NATURAL RESOURCES 15 points 

a) Describe how potential impacts to wildlife and natural resources were evaluated during the
initial project-scoping phase. For example, using "Planning Trails with Wildlife in Mind", mapping
tools, etc. Include any positive impacts this work will have on wildlife and natural resources.

Evaluations included conversations with our Open Space Division, the Town's Energy and 
Environmental Department, who are trained in the management of our open space corridors and 
natural environment, in addition to the management strategies identified in our Open Space 
Management Plan.

All of the work proposed as part of the project is part of Schofield Strategic Plan adopted by the Board 
of Trustees in 2018 - 
https://www.erieco.gov/DocumentCenter/View/10233/2018-02-13-FINAL_Master_Plan-Combined-Com
pressed?bidId=.

The process started with a needs assessment, identifying the existing issues and deficiencies at 
Schofield.  We gathered community input where the desire for better access, recreational 
opportunities, and land conservation emerged as a common theme.  This led to the creation of the 
Schofield Strategic Plan, which the Town has been working to implement over the past five years.  Our 
dedication to open space projects, like Schofield, was solidified in the 2023 Elevate Erie Vision and 
Values Survey on how residents view the importance of open space opportunities.  Finally, during the 
town’s 2022 elections, 78.3% of all participating voters supported a 4-mill property tax extension 
preserving, protecting, acquiring and maintain parks and open space areas for another 10 years.  This 
led to a work plan that identified finishing Schofield as a priority in the upcoming 2024 budget. 
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b) Describe any wildlife and natural resource issues raised by CPW staff during grant application
consultation.

c) Explain how potential wildlife and natural resource impacts will be avoided, minimized, and/or
mitigated. For example, trail realignment, seasonal closures (include dates), signage, gates,
game cameras, etc.

8. PROJECT MANAGEMENT 5 points 

a) Outline any LWCF funding received in the last five years and if the project/s were completed on
time, on budget and within scope. Applicants without LWCF funding, provide examples of similar
grant funded projects that were completed on time, on budget and within scope. Include project
title, year of award, grant amount, and grantor.

In 2022, the Town received funding for Coal Creek Park Redevelopment - Phase II in the amount of 
$449,697.  The project was completed in 2023, well before the 2025 deadline.  The project was 
completed within scope and within the allocated budget.  Similar awards include Great Outdoors 
Colorado funding for the same project in 2021 in the amount of $555,000.  In 2019, the Town also 
received funding from Great Outdoors Colorado for Erie Community Park - Final Phase in the amount 
of $350,000.

During the Schofield Strategic Plan process, all the concepts presented showed keeping the existing 
wildlife corridors. In addition, we included Schofield Open Space in the 2018 Open Space Management 
Plan, which identified key management strategies to preserve wildlife corridors.  While adjacent 
development has affected wildlife habitats, it is our intention to not disturb the wildlife area shown in 
the plan.  During the next phase of design, we will continue to work with our Open Space and Trails 
Advisory Board, Town staff, local and state agencies, and consultants to not only minimize impacts to 
the existing area, but provide additional habitat through plantings and screening.  
 

There were no issues presented to the Town, but will ensure coordination with CPW and staff during 
further design.
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9. MAINTENANCE 5 points 

a) Explain how the site will be maintained in perpetuity for outdoor recreation. For example, 
maintenance plans, future budgeting commitments, etc. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10. BUDGET AND FUNDING 10 points 

a) Describe the source of match for the project and when it will be secured. Include in-kind and 
partner contributions. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

b) Describe any consequences if this funding application is unsuccessful. For example, loss of 
partner funds, staff capacity, expiration of surveys, etc. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

In the event that funds are not secured, it is likely that the Town will need to substantially scale down 
the project to a scope that can be accommodated within the current allocated budget. This 
adjustment could potentially compromise the comprehensive objectives outlined in the 2018 Schofield 
Strategic Plan, leading to a delay in fulfilling the eagerly anticipated benefits, including enhanced 
access and recreational opportunities. Such a delay could understandably lead to community 
frustration and disappointment. While our staff possesses the capacity to complete the project, the 
absence of additional funding would necessitate a redirection of their efforts, thereby prolonging the 
project's completion timeline.

The source of the matching dollars for this project is coming from the Town's Parks Improvement 
Impact Fund, which is secured via the 2024 budget request.

The site falls under the ownership and maintenance purview of the Town of Erie Parks & Recreation 
Department. Its acquisition was made possible through funding from the Trails, Natural Areas, and 
Community Character Fund (TNACC). These funds, akin to LWCF resources, mandate that the site 
continues to serve as a public space. Notably, this fund, supported by a mill levy property tax, has 
been extended through 2032, ensuring sustained financial support and expanded to include funding for 
maintenance.  This fund generates $2.6M annually to support land acquisitions and maintenance of all 
of the Town's existing parks and open spaces. Combined with contributions from the general fund, 
Schofield will benefit from budgeted maintenance efforts overseen by the Parks & Recreation 
Department, ensuring its perpetual upkeep.



LWCF grant # Type  Date available Amount
Organization Cash Jan-24  $         1,117,005.80 
Project title
LWCF grant  Grant ratio 49.63%
Local match  Match ratio 50.37%
Total  Total 100.00%  $         1,117,005.80 

Description
Pre-award 

cost

Anticipated 
date of 
expense

Qty Unit type  Cost per unit  Total  Type  LWCF grant  Local match  Balance 

Land
No  $                         -    $                         -   

Architectural and engineering fees

Master Drainage Study Yes May-23 1.00 LS  $              27,500.00  $              27,500.00  Cash  $              27,500.00  $                         -   
Design and Engineering Yes Jul-23 1.00 LS  $            427,000.00  $            427,000.00  Cash  $            427,000.00  $                         -   

 $                         -    $                         -   
Other architectural and engineering 
fees
Class III Cultural Survey Yes Aug-24 1.00 LS  $                5,000.00  $                5,000.00  Cash  $                2,500.00  $                2,500.00  $                         -   
Topographic Study Yes May-23 1.00 LS  $              16,500.00  $              16,500.00  Cash  $                8,250.00  $                8,250.00  $                         -   
HEC-REC Modeling Yes May-23 1.00 LS  $                3,000.00  $                3,000.00  Cash  $                1,500.00  $                1,500.00  $                         -   
Site work
Traffic control No Oct-24 1.00 LS  $                5,000.00  $                5,000.00  Cash  $                2,500.00  $                2,500.00  $                         -   
Surveying No Oct-24 1.00 LS  $                6,500.00  $                6,500.00  Cash  $                3,250.00  $                3,250.00  $                         -   
Tree Protection No Oct-24 1.00 LS  $                7,000.00  $                7,000.00  Cash  $                3,500.00  $                3,500.00  $                         -   
Concrete washout No Oct-24 1.00 EA  $                2,880.00  $                2,880.00  Cash  $                1,440.00  $                1,440.00  $                         -   
Inlet protection No Oct-24 3.00 EA  $                1,000.00  $                3,000.00  Cash  $                1,500.00  $                1,500.00  $                         -   
Vehicle tracking control No Oct-24 1.00 EA  $                4,500.00  $                4,500.00  Cash  $                2,250.00  $                2,250.00  $                         -   
Fuel contamination area No Oct-24 1.00 EA  $                1,000.00  $                1,000.00  Cash  $                   500.00  $                   500.00  $                         -   
Erosion control maintenance 
(months)

No Oct-24 12.00 EA  $                   850.00  $              10,200.00  Cash  $                5,100.00  $                5,100.00  $                         -   

Sediment control log No Oct-24 2,000.00 LF  $                      6.00  $              12,000.00  Cash  $                6,000.00  $                6,000.00  $                         -   
Demolition and removal
Clear and grub No Oct-24 300,000.00 SF  $                      0.45  $            135,000.00  Cash  $            135,000.00  $                         -    $                         -   

No  $                         -    $                         -   
Construction
Fine grading No Jan-25 60,000.00 SF  $                      6.00  $            360,000.00  Cash  $            360,000.00  $                         -    $                         -   
Storm line - 6" PVC SDR 35 No Jan-25 150.00 EA $49.00  $                7,350.00  Cash  $                3,675.00  $                3,675.00  $                         -   
Storm line - 15" RCP No Feb-25 200.00 EA $33.00  $                6,600.00  Cash  $                3,300.00  $                3,300.00  $                         -   
Cleanout No Feb-25 1.00 EA $550.00  $                   550.00  Cash  $                   275.00  $                   275.00  $                         -   
Inlet No Feb-25 1.00 EA $6,500.00  $                6,500.00  Cash  $                3,250.00  $                3,250.00  $                         -   
Manhole No Feb-25 1.00 EA $5,000.00  $                5,000.00  Cash  $                2,500.00  $                2,500.00  $                         -   
Paving No Apr-25 41,680.00 SF  $                      7.00  $            291,760.00  Cash  $            145,880.00  $            145,880.00  $                         -   
Concrete curb and gutter 6" vertical, 
1' pan

No Apr-25 980.00 LF  $                    27.00  $              26,460.00  Cash  $              13,230.00  $              13,230.00  $                         -   

Concrete curb ramps (with 
detectable warning)

No Apr-25 3.00 EA  $                1,700.00  $                5,100.00  Cash  $                2,550.00  $                2,550.00  $                         -   

Striping (4" wide) No May-25 2,093.00 LF  $                      0.60  $                1,255.80  Cash  $                   627.90  $                   627.90  $                         -   
Trailhead Signage No Jun-25 6.00 EA  $                   375.00  $                2,250.00  Cash  $                1,125.00  $                1,125.00  $                         -   
Fencing at trailhead (6') No Jun-25 240.00 LS  $                    99.00  $              23,760.00  Cash  $              11,880.00  $              11,880.00  $                         -   

 Total 

Town of Erie

 $                  1,100,504.00 
 $                  1,117,005.80 
 $                  2,217,509.80 

LWCF budget

Project details

Schofield Farm Open Space

Match details
Source of match (organization)
Town of Erie



Crusher fines (10') No Apr-25 66,000.00 SF  $                      4.00  $            264,000.00  Cash  $            132,000.00  $            132,000.00  $                         -   
Trees (2.5" caliper) No Apr-25 162.00 EA  $                   162.00  $              26,244.00  Cash  $              13,122.00  $              13,122.00  $                         -   
Shrubs (5 gal.) No Apr-25 100.00 EA  $                    48.50  $                4,850.00  Cash  $                2,425.00  $                2,425.00  $                         -   
Irrigation [pipes, heads, drip] No Mar-25 1.00 LS  $            150,000.00  $            150,000.00  Cash  $              75,000.00  $              75,000.00  $                         -   
Irrigation controller No Mar-25 1.00 LS  $                5,000.00  $                5,000.00  Cash  $                2,500.00  $                2,500.00  $                         -   
Irrigation pump No Mar-25 1.00 LS  $              35,000.00  $              35,000.00  Cash  $              17,500.00  $              17,500.00  $                         -   
Pump enclosure No Mar-25 1.00 LS  $                3,750.00  $                3,750.00  Cash  $                1,875.00  $                1,875.00  $                         -   
Backflow and enclosure No Mar-25 1.00 LS  $                2,000.00  $                2,000.00  Cash  $                1,000.00  $                1,000.00  $                         -   
Waysides No Apr-25 20.00 EA  $                5,000.00  $            100,000.00  Cash  $              46,499.10  $              53,500.90  $                         -   
Interpretive signage No May-25 20.00 EA  $                1,200.00  $              24,000.00  Cash  $              12,000.00  $              12,000.00  $                         -   
Site electrical No Feb-25 1.00 LS  $            200,000.00  $            200,000.00  Cash  $              75,000.00  $            125,000.00  $                         -   
Equipment

No  $                         -    $                         -   
Miscellaneous

No  $                         -    $                         -   
TOTAL  $       2,217,509.80  $       1,100,504.00  $       1,117,005.80 
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Timeline
LAND & WATER CONSERVATION FUND GRANT APPLICATION

PROJECT DETAILS 

Organization

Project title

TASK
Jul- 
Dec 
2023

Jan-
Jun 
2024

Jul-
Dec 
2024

Jan-
Jun 
2025

Jul-
Dec 
2025

Jan-
Jun 
2026

Jul-
Dec 
2026

Project Initiation

Mobilization

Construction 

Other/Additional Category

Open to the public

Grand Opening

Administrative Close-Out 

Drainage Study X X X

Design and Engineering X X X

X

Demolition X

Trailhead X

Trail Connectors X

Waysides/Signage X

X

X

X

Town of Erie

Schofield Farm Open Space
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Site looking south towards residential and Erie Lake.  This area will include trail connectors, waysides, and signage. 

Site looking north towards Prince Reservoir , ag field, and wildlife areas.  Area will include trail connectors, waysides, and signage. 



Site looking south-southeast towards N. 111th.  This area includes the proposed trailhead/parking and drainage improvements. 

Site looking north-northeast towards the homestead (not a part of this project).  This photo shows trail connection opportunities, 
wildlife viewing areas, and wayside locations. 
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C O L O R A D O  P A R K S  &  W I L D L I F E

Certification
LAND & WATER CONSERVATION FUND GRANT APPLICATION

PROJECT DETAILS 

Organization

Project title

Match: Our entity is aware that LWCF is a 1:1 matching grant program and that match is available.  
Our entity is aware that failure to spend the minimum match amount listed in the project budget will 
reduce the amount of grant funds.

Reimbursement: Our entity is aware that LWCF uses a reimbursement model where grantees incur 
project costs before seeking reimbursement from CPW. Reimbursement requires submission of 
invoices, proof of payment and progress reports. Project costs (including match) must be incurred 
during the CPW contract period unless marked ‘pre-award’ on the project budget or a Waiver of 
Retroactivity applies.

Laws and regulations: Our entity will adhere to all applicable local, state and federal laws and 
regulations, as well as guidelines governing the LWCF program. This includes Build America Buy 
America (BABA). 

LWCF boundary area: Properties receiving LWCF assistance must be maintained in perpetuity for 
public outdoor recreation. Our entity certifies that it shall record that the property has been 
dedicated to public outdoor recreation in perpetuity as per the LWCF Act on the real property title, 
prior to final reimbursement under this program. 

Inspections: LWCF-assisted properties will be inspected at least once every five years after project 
completion by CPW and/or National Park Service (NPS) staff. If non-public recreation use is discovered, 
or is proposed on the property, our entity will work with State and/or NPS LWCF staff to determine 
and resolve any potential conversion issues.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

I have read and understood the criteria above. On behalf of the applicant entity, I certify to the best 
of my knowledge that the information in this application is true and correct.  

Organization 

Name

Postal address

City State CO ZIP Code

Authorized Representative

Signature Date

Name Title

Luke Bolinger Digitally signed by Luke Bolinger 
Date: 2023.09.26 08:10:36 -06'00'

Town of Erie

645 Holbrook Street, P.O. Box 750

Erie

Luke Bolinger

09/26/2023

Development & Neighborhood Svcs. Mgr.

Town of Erie

Schofield Farm Open Space

80516







Endorsement for the Town of Erie’s Request for Funding Support for Community and
Environmental Development Projects

To the Land & Water Conservation Fund,

I hope this letter finds you well and in good spirits. As a long-time resident of Erie and a devoted
enthusiast of our beautiful Colorado outdoors, I am reaching out to express my wholehearted
support for the Town of Erie’s request for funding from the esteemed Land & Water
Conservation Fund. The goals of this request are multifold, aiming to address longstanding
issues and enhance the natural beauty and accessibility of the landscapes that are integral to
our town’s identity.

I am deeply excited about the prospect of witnessing such critical improvements in my
hometown, which will undoubtedly contribute to the conservation of our environment and the
betterment of our community for current and future generations. The details of the proposed
projects include:

1. Improving Drainage: Addressing the persistent drainage issues along 111th is foundational,
affecting both the local ecosystem and accessibility. This improvement will pave the way for
additional enhancements in the area.
2. Creating Multiple Connections: The plan to forge multiple connections to the existing Erie
Lake loop promises more diverse and scenic trail options for all, fostering a deeper connection
with the natural world around us.
3. Establishing a Trailhead: A designated trailhead at the Open Space will significantly
enhance accessibility and enjoyment of the area, including the Erie Lake loop, inviting more
individuals and families to explore and appreciate our local environment.
4. Informative Waysides: The installation of informative waysides along the trails will educate
visitors about the area’s history, wildlife, and natural features, fostering a greater appreciation
and understanding of our community’s environmental treasures.
5. Wildlife Viewing Areas: Designated wildlife viewing areas will promote a deeper
appreciation and reverence for our local wildlife, offering spaces where visitors can observe,
connect with, and learn from nature.

These projects represent a compassionate commitment to nurturing the harmony between
humans and the natural world. Every step taken and every improvement made reflects a
collective endeavor to safeguard our environment, educate our community, and foster a sense
of stewardship for our precious natural resources.

I am inspired by a vision of a community where every individual recognizes and values the
intrinsic beauty of our natural environment, where the rustle of leaves, the chirping of birds, and
the flow of water are not just heard but truly experienced and cherished. It is with this vision in
mind that I sincerely hope the Land & Water Conservation Fund will consider supporting the
Town of Erie’s projects.



I believe that these initiatives will leave a lasting positive impact on our environment and
community. I am available to discuss any further details or answer any questions you may have,
and I look forward to the possibility of seeing these projects come to fruition, contributing to the
conservation and enhancement of our beloved landscapes.

Thank you for considering the Town of Erie’s request. I hope you will join us in this noble
endeavor to preserve and celebrate the natural beauty of our community.

Warm Regards,

Kevin T. Taylor



Marc & Mindy Liebman

September 26, 2023 

Mr. Luke Bolinger, Division Manager 
Development & Neighborhood Services 
Town of Erie, Department of Parks and Recreation 
150 Lambert Avenue 
Erie, CO 80516 

RE: Letter of Support – Schofield Farm Open Space Improvement 

Dear Mr. Bolinger, 

I am excited by the plans for the improvement of the Scholfield Farm Open Space.  As an active member 
of the community, I am grateful for the commitment by the Town to not only protect open space but to 
make it both assessable and available for the education and enjoyment of residents like me.  It is a key 
reason that our community has high ratings when it comes to quality-of-life issues. 

Specifically, I am writing to support the implementation of the Schofield Farm Open Space Improvement 
project.  The project reflects the needs of our fast-growing community for new and different types of 
recreational opportunities for all ages and at the same time will conserve and protect the open space 
our community wants.  I am, as a photographer, also very supportive of the access the project will 
provide to one of our community’s important historical and ecological environments.  I can see my wife 
and I regularly spending time at the park just enjoying the different environments that will be 
maintained there. 

I am also encouraged by the fact that you are applying for a partnership with the Land and Water 
Conservation Fund.  Projects like this are best developed and maintained when there is a partnership 
between organizations to help each other protect our open space, resources, and the environment.  I 
enthusiastically support that application to help the Town make this project all that it can be. 

Thank you for your work to make this project a reality. 

Sincerely, 



Christy Schaefer
Founder, Slides and Sunshine
Erie, CO 80516
970-310-7058
slidesandsunshine@gmail.com

29th September 2023

Luke Bolinger
Development & Neighborhood Services Division Manager
Erie Parks and Recreation
150 Lambert Ave
Erie, CO 80516

Dear Luke Bolinger,

I am writing in support of the projects planned for Schofield Farm Open Space.

I have lived in Erie, CO for 19 years and have seen a lot of residential growth
and playground/parks, but I see a need in creating more nature-inspired
places to explore. Making trail connections and adding informative panels
throughout will not only provide more options for walks and biking, it will also
provide local homeowners education about the nature that surrounds them.

As the creator of Slides and Sunshine, a resource for parents and caregivers
sharing the best playgrounds and family activities in Colorado, I see a huge
benefit in families enjoying the outdoors together. With all of the time our kids
spend on screens during school and to complete assignments after school,
they need the emotional and mental recovery provided through nature.

Thank you for working hard to provide these natural spaces for our community
to enjoy!

Sincerely,

Christy Schaefer




