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C O L O R A D O  P A R K S  &  W I L D L I F E

Application form
LAND & WATER CONSERVATION FUND GRANT APPLICATION

PROJECT BASICS

Title

Type Acquisition
Development/renovation
Combination acquisition and development

Acres to be acquired N/A

Outcome Creates new park Expands/improves existing park Other

Phased project Yes No If yes, Phase # of

Brief summary

Grant request $ Grant ratio1 % 

Match $ Match ratio % 

Total $ Total 100 % 

APPLICANT 

Type Local County State Tribal

Organization

Postal address

City State CO ZIP Code

General email UEI #

Lead contact Title

Telephone Email

Project manager Title

Telephone Email

PARTNER OR CO-SPONSOR

Organization N/A

Postal address

City State CO ZIP Code

Contact name Title

Telephone Email

1 Grant ratio = grant request / total . Match ratio = match / total .

Birch Park Project

1, 2 3

Rifle will transform an underutilized pasture into a neighborhood park within 
walking distance of several housing developments that currently lack 
recreational space. A product of extensive outreach and community 
engagement efforts, the project has strong and diverse support from residents. 

1,250,000.00

1,250,000.00

2,500,000.00

50.00

50.00

City of Rifle

202 Railroad Ave.

Rifle

Austin Rickstrew

970.665.6578

Austin Rickstrew

970.665.6578

riflepio@rifleco.org

81650

KH9MN5Z8ACD8

Parks and Recreation Director

arickstrew@rifleco.org

Parks and Recreation Director

arickstrew@rifleco.org
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PROPERTY 

Park name N/A

Address 

City State CO ZIP Code 

County Congressional district 

Name of property owner 

Ownership Fee simple Lease Easement Other

Applies to Entire site Portion of site

Existing LWCF site Yes No If yes, grant # 08- 

Describe any leases, easements (including surface and subsurface utilities), rights or interests. 

Describe the property and its current uses. Include acreage, terrain, unique features, and usage 
history.  

A 20’ irrigation easement runs along the southern border of the park, along with a 10’ easement 
delineated on the eastern edge of the site. Adjacent to an abandoned ditch and approximately 25’ 
wide runs an additional easement along the eastern edge of the property. Anvil View Avenue and 
Birch Street provide vehicular and pedestrian access from the south. Anvil View Avenue terminates at 
the adjacent property, Birch Street ends at the park’s boundary and 19th Street runs directly parallel 
to the park. Existing water and sewer utility lines are located beneath Birch Street, while gas, 
electric and cable lines are located on the east side of the street.

Birch Park

2021 Graham Mesa Ave

Rifle 81650

Garfield CO-003

City of Rifle

The 5.5-acre Birch Park property was acquired by the City in 2004 with the intent to create a 
neighborhood park for nearby subdivision residents. Impressive views of both the Bookcliffs to the 
west and the Grand Hogback Ridge to the north can be seen from Birch Property, creating an idyllic 
opportunity for a public park. Local residents have documented families of deer in the area over the 
years, stopping to graze. The site is currently being utilized as a hay field. Native shrubland makes up 
the area west and north of the site. The Raynard Ditch trail runs along the northwestern border of 
the site on the other side of a steep embankment. The site is irrigated by a small existing irrigation 
pond located at the southeast corner of the property. The irrigation pond is currently a shared 
system between the City of Rifle and adjacent property owners. This system is intended to remain in 
place to continue to irrigate the park and embellish the entrance into the park. An existing pump 
house contains the irrigation equipment and is located east of the pond. A concrete diversion box is 
to the south and an electrical transformer is to the north of the pump house. The Birch Park project 
will transform the site into a neighborhood park.
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1. PROJECT SCOPE 10 points 

a) Describe the proposed acquisition or development project.

b) Indicate the current stage of design at the time of application.

Development projects:

Pre-design
Schematic design
Design development
Construction documents
Permitting
Bidding

Acquisitions (applicable milestones obtained at the time of application): 

Yellow Book appraisal complete
Purchase agreement drafted
Land will be open for public use immediately after acquisition

Rifle will develop an underutilized hay pasture in its Graham Mesa neighborhood into Birch Park. Birch 
is designed to be a neighborhood, rather than regional park, with a wide range of flexible recreational 
amenities to meet the needs, abilities, and interests of all users. New recreational amenities at Birch 
Park will include playground equipment, climbing boulders, multi-use fields, pickleball courts, a futsal 
court, a sledding hill and amphitheater, “Lookout” shelters and associated play equipment, softscape 
bike trails, concrete connecting trails to the Raynard Ditch Trail, a pollinator garden with native 
vegetation, picnic shelters and restrooms, and landscape planting and improvements. Both 
programmed and flexible sports activities can take place simultaneously at the futsal court and fenced 
in pickleball courts. The multi-purpose fields will not be formally programmed so that both scheduled 
and pickup practices and games can take place in the same vicinity. A new trailhead is proposed in 
order to officially connect the Raynard Ditch Trail to the west to Birch Property Park, allowing for 
easy access in and out of the site. The Raynard Ditch Trail is currently utilized by walkers, joggers and 
children commuting to and from school. The location of Birch would provide an enticing destination 
for children and families to enjoy before and after the school day ends. With ample shelters and 
picnic tables, Birch will also serve as a central hub for neighborhood social events such as birthday 
parties and family gatherings. 
 
This request covers Phases 1 & 2 of the 3 phase project: 
Phase 1: Park entry; irrigation pond; *parking lot and lot lighting ; playground and equipment; central 
plaza, shelters, shelter lighting and site furnishings; port-a-lets and enclosures; perimeter park 
fencing; and landscape planting and improvements. 
Phase 2: multi-use fields; (1) futsal court; (4) pickleball courts; pickleball plaza with shelter, shelter 
lighting and site furnishings; vegetative screening at the pickleball courts; concrete perimeter trail 
and pedestrian trail lighting; and landscape planting and improvements. 
Phase 3:  (2) "Lookout" shelters and associated play equipment; the "Summit" hill feature and sledding 
hill; softscape bike trails; concrete connecting trails to the Raynard Ditch Trail; pollinator garden at 
the "Lookout"; and landscape planting and improvements. 
 
*LWCF funding will only cover road and utility work within the park site boundaries. 
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2. PROJECT NEED 5 points 

a) Describe the project’s urgency and why it is being pursued at this time.

3. COMMUNITY BENEFIT 15 points 

a) Describe the community that will benefit from this project. Include relevant demographic and
economic data.

b) Outline any deficiencies or barriers to access that this project would address or improve for the
abovementioned community. Include Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and Architectural
Barriers Act (ABA) access.

According to the Grand River Health 2022 Community Health Needs Assessment, compared to the rest 
of the state and adjusted for population, Garfield county residents have 64% fewer than average 
recreational facilities (e.g. athletic clubs, gymnasiums, dance centers, tennis clubs, and swimming 
pools). This data is supported by qualitative data gathered through community engagement efforts, 
including the public meetings held throughout the master planning process. Residents around the Birch 
Park site in particular lack easy walking access to recreational amenities, with the Birch Park site 
serving as the most critical park access gap in the City (see attached Regional Parks Map).  
 
Accessibility elements will ensure that Birch park provides recreational opportunities for all users. The 
striped asphalt parking lot includes two ADA accessible parking stalls located directly across from the 
playground entrances. The playground will incorporate poured-in-place ADA accessible safety 
surfacing. Restrooms will be ADA accessible. Wide, paved pathways will also facilitate universal 
access.

Rifle is a commuting hub for the Western Slope region, connecting workers to job opportunities in 
neighboring resort communities and attracting county workers inward to fill jobs. Due to the high-cost 
of living in these resort communities, Rifle’s strategic location off I-70, and Rifle’s lower cost of living, 
the city plays an important role in maintaining affordability for the region, connecting lower-income 
workers to employment opportunities that would otherwise be inaccessible. Rifle’s median household 
income is $72,935, lower than Garfield County ($75,435) and Colorado ($80,184). Rifle has an 11% 
poverty rate. Rifle’s population is over 40% Hispanic and Latino, with 19% of the Hispanic and Latino 
population living in poverty. Almost 30% of all Rifle residents are under the age of 18. Additionally, 
Rifle has significant public health risks. According to data from the EPA, Rifle residents are in the 84th 
percentile for low-life expectancy. Contributing factors to lower than average lifespans include high 
exposure to ozone (91st percentile), proximity to facilities that use extremely hazardous substances 
(69th percentile), and proximity to wastewater discharge (77th percentile).

Birch will provide ample and varied recreational opportunities within a 10-minute walk of the 
approximately 350 households and 1,050 residents in the Promontory and North Pasture subdivisions of 
Graham Mesa (see attached “City of Rifle Regional Parks” map). The closest existing park to the Birch 
site is Metro Park, one mile (20 mins. walking) east, beyond walking distance for many Promontory 
and North Pasture residents. Rifle has a diverse and growing population of commuters, low-income, 
and youth residents who will benefit from walkable recreational access. Those without reliable access 
to a personal vehicle, such as the nearly 30% of Rifle’s population under the age of 18, need easy and 
safe walking access to park space. Parks provide a safe, healthy, and free outlet for recreation and 
socialization for children. Low-income residents burdened by high costs of living need easy and free 
walking access to parks. The 65% of Rifle’s population that commutes outside the City for work will 
benefit from easy access to recreational space to overcome time shortages. Natural resource 
extraction operations in the area negatively impact human health, necessitating investments into 
recreational access to boost health outcomes. 
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c) Estimate the number of people and/or types of user groups that will have access to recreational 
opportunities as a result of this project. Include methods for determining this estimate. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT AND PARTNERSHIPS 15 points 

a) Outline public engagement activities for this project. For example, public meetings, comment 
periods, surveys, etc. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

b) Describe any partnerships that will ensure the project's success. For example, public agencies, 
conservation or recreation groups, local businesses, etc. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Rifle’s Development Authority (DDA) is partnering on the project to support community engagement 
and connectivity elements of the project. DDA works to promote the vitality of Rifle’s downtown, and 
seeks to leverage the City’s recreational amenities to drive further development of the community. 
Grand River Health is a local health system serving the Rifle community that seeks to improve human 
health outcomes. Grand River is partnering on the project through community engagement and park 
design activities to enhance recreational opportunities for the community and help improve health 
outcomes. Support and commitment to the project is detailed in the attached support letters.

Preliminary site plans were presented at a community meeting in November 2022. 30+ participants 
provided an array of comments and concerns, which were incorporated into the site plan. The City 
held another public meeting in February 2023 to solicit feedback on the updated site plan. New 
amenities were suggested by residents that had not been discussed by the Consultant Team such as 
family-oriented bike trails, additional lighting along the trails, perimeter fencing, a wavy walk at the 
playground and a futsal field. These comments proved to be extremely valuable as they were 
previously unknown as community desires. Through Consultant Team and City of Rifle discussions, the 
majority of suggested amenities were approved and included in the Final Site Plan. An online survey, 
table tents at local businesses, and flyers distributed to neighboring subdivisions provided further 
opportunities for community engagement. A total of 123 online and paper surveys were submitted by 
residents, further refining the project from preliminary plans. The city has specifically focused on 
outreach to its Latino and Hispanic community members with extensive bilingual engagement efforts 
including on-site translators and bilingual outreach materials.

Birch Park will serve the approximately 350 households and 1,050 residents in the Promontory and 
North Pasture subdivisions, all within a 10-minute walk of the park site. The number of park users is 
expected to grow significantly in the coming years due to new construction. The Rifle Heights 
subdivision will include 81 units of housing 10-15 minutes south of the Birch Park site, with initial units 
set for completion in March 2023. Additionally, future development is planned on the western edge of 
the park site which could include an additional 100 units with 300 residents served by Birch Park. 
Combining existing and projected households and residents within the area (assuming average of three 
residents/unit), Birch will provide new recreational opportunities to the current and projected user 
base of 531 units and 1,593 residents who do/will not have walkable access to a park. Community 
feedback during the plan development process provided insights on how users will use the park: 47% of 
survey respondents expressed an interest in using the park space for social gatherings; 33% were 
interested in playground equipment; 31% expressed an interest in walking, biking, and jogging; and 
27% intend to use the park for sports.
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c) Outline any concerns identified as part of public engagement. Explain how these will be
addressed.

5. SCORP 10 points 

a) List the Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP) priorities that this project
will advance.

Priority 1: Sustainable Access and Opportunity
Goal: More Coloradans and visitors benefit from outdoor recreation and conservation.

Priority 2: Stewardship
Goal: Coloradans and visitors enjoy and care for natural and cultural resources and commit to
stewarding them for future generations.

Priority 3: Land, Water and Wildlife Conservation
Goal: Private and public lands and waters are conserved to support sustainable outdoor
recreation, the environment and wildlife habitat.

Priority 4: Funding the Future
Goal: Coloradans and visitors contribute to diverse funding sources that are dedicated to
support outdoor recreation and conservation. Existing sources of funds are preserved.

b) Explain how.

Priority 1: Birch Park will serve the approximately 350 households and 1,050 residents in the 
Promontory and North Pasture subdivisions, all within a 10-minute walk of the park site, who currently 
lack walkable access to recreational amenities. The number of park users is expected to grow 
significantly in the coming years due to new construction around the park site. 
 
Priority 2: The pollinator gardens filled with native species will educate park users about the 
characteristics of Rifle’s natural habitats, boosting participation in promoting ecosystem stewardship. 
Educational signage and the Raynard Ditch trail connection will provide further opportunities for 
stewardship. A handful of viewfinders are located strategically along the trail to help park users locate 
a vista or focal point of the site. 
 
Priority 3: This project will transform an underutilized hay pasture into a permanent recreational 
space seamlessly integrated into its surrounding natural habitats and trail networks. Park design will 
incorporate native and drought tolerant vegetation and natural materials. 

Feedback from immediate neighbors to the park highlighted the need to include privacy and noise 
dampening measures, so large trees will be planted around the pickleball courts at the Northeast 
corner of the site. Relatedly, additional lighting beyond just the parking lot will be installed to 
promote safety, but fixtures will be properly shielded to reduce impacts to surrounding homes. 
Additionally, a lack of family-oriented bike trails was highlighted, so the project team has 
incorporated wide, level bike pavements running the perimeter of the park to allow young children 
and less experienced bike riders to develop their skills. Minimal trees were
strategically added on the southern perimeter so not to block views from the surrounding 
neighborhood backyards. A planting buffer is also designed between the parking lot and playground to 
provide adequate safety for park goers. Lastly, the strong desire for a futsal court from Latino 
residents pushed the desgin team to include the court in Phase 2 instead of Phase 3. 
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6. PLANNING 10 points 

a) Discuss the process that identified this project as a priority.

b) List all approved internal master or outdoor recreation plans and/or any external area, regional,
or statewide plans this project supports.

7. WILDLIFE AND NATURAL RESOURCES 15 points 

a) Describe how potential impacts to wildlife and natural resources were evaluated during the
initial project-scoping phase. For example, using "Planning Trails with Wildlife in Mind", mapping
tools, etc. Include any positive impacts this work will have on wildlife and natural resources.

Environmental considerations, including the site’s proximity to native shrublands and popularity as a 
grazing site for deer were taken into account from the outset of the conceptual design process. The 
project will benefit wildlife and natural resources by providing a buffer between residential areas and 
the remaining hay pasture, native shrublands, and Raynard Ditch trail. The pollinator garden will 
positively impact natural vegetation surrounding the park site by increasing the number of pollinators 
in the area. Drought tolerant and native vegetation will mitigate potential negative impacts to the 
surrounding natural environment. 

Rifle’s 2019 Comprehensive Plan lists the Birch Park project as a top community priority. “The City 
owns land for a park [in Graham Mesa]. This neighborhood is one of the few that lacks a park within a 
5-10 minute walk and has been identified as a priority by City Council” (page 41). The plan also states 
that all “residences should be within 1/4 mile (walking distance) of a park” (30). More broadly, the 
Birch Park project advances community priorities expressed during outreach efforts as part of the 
Comprehensive Plan’s development. 86% of respondents said it was important or very important “for 
new housing in Rifle to be located within walking distance (5-10 minute walk) of parks, schools, trails, 
and other destinations” (page 9). 
 
Garfield County’s 2020 Comprehensive Plan cites neighborhood recreational access as a top priority: 
“Where appropriate, new residential development should provide recreation opportunities for 
residents that are appropriate to the density and type of development or that contributes land and/or 
funding to county-wide trail and recreation system” (page 43).

The project has been a longstanding priority for both residents and City leadership. The site property 
was acquired in 2004 with the intent to develop a neighborhood park to serve the growing number of 
families in the Graham Mesa neighborhood. As the neighborhood has continued to develop, residents 
have expressed the need for a park space within walking distance of their homes and with a wider 
variety of recreational amenities than can be found at other Rifle parks. A design team was brought in 
to develop conceptual plans for the park with significant input from residents. The Consultant Team 
prepared a Preliminary Master Plan, associated graphics and cost estimate for review by City staff 
members. Regular design review meetings were held to ensure the direction of the project satisfied 
City leadership and met community priorities. A Final Master Plan was developed accordingly, along 
with perspective renderings, a final cost estimate and phasing plan to help outline and prioritize 
construction activities per the City’s funding capabilities.
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b) Describe any wildlife and natural resource issues raised by CPW staff during grant application
consultation.

c) Explain how potential wildlife and natural resource impacts will be avoided, minimized, and/or
mitigated. For example, trail realignment, seasonal closures (include dates), signage, gates,
game cameras, etc.

8. PROJECT MANAGEMENT 5 points 

a) Outline any LWCF funding received in the last five years and if the project/s were completed on
time, on budget and within scope. Applicants without LWCF funding, provide examples of similar
grant funded projects that were completed on time, on budget and within scope. Include project
title, year of award, grant amount, and grantor.

The project team will be led by City Parks and Recreation Director Austin Rickstrew, who will be 
responsible for oversight and financial management. Austin has 3 years of experience managing similar 
large parks projects. The Art Dague Pool and Waterslide Renovation Project received grant funding in 
2019 from the Garfield County Federal Mineral Lease District for $500,000 and GOCO for $217,500. 
This project had an approved budget of $8 million, and the final cost was $6.8 million. The 
renovations significantly expanded capacity and accessibility for this community recreational 
resource.

To protect waterfowl which may start gathering at the expanded irrigation pond, the project team 
will ensure the pond remains closed off to park goers with a gate and protective fencing. They will 
also ensure that equipment is properly stored away so as to not pose any threats to wildlife. Slopes 
will be used as necessary to address potential runoff contamination concerns for the irrigation pond. 
To mitigate invasive species and weed proliferation concerns, the project team will be using native 
species for landscaping elements of the park. Trail head connections will utilize switchback design as 
appropriate and necessary to protect slope stability. Split rail fencing, as opposed to chain link 
fencing, will be used to mitigate potential safety impacts to deer and other wildlife moving through 
the park space.

Wildlife staff raised a few preliminary concerns about potential wildlife and natural resource concerns 
that will be addressed by the project team. Expansion of the irrigation pond, doubling it from its 
current size, may attract geese and waterfowl. Fertilizer contamination of the irrigation pond was 
also raised as a potential issue that will need to be addressed. Staff also cautioned against ornamental 
plants, as they may introduce weed and invasive species concerns to the hay pastures surrounding the 
park site. Trail connections to the Raynard Ditch trail, which lies below an embankment from the 
Birch Park site, must take into consideration slope stabilization concerns. Lastly, deer are expected to 
continue moving through the park site
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9. MAINTENANCE 5 points 

a) Explain how the site will be maintained in perpetuity for outdoor recreation. For example, 
maintenance plans, future budgeting commitments, etc. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10. BUDGET AND FUNDING 10 points 

a) Describe the source of match for the project and when it will be secured. Include in-kind and 
partner contributions. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

b) Describe any consequences if this funding application is unsuccessful. For example, loss of 
partner funds, staff capacity, expiration of surveys, etc. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

As a small, under-resourced rural community, Rifle faces ongoing funding shortfalls for critical 
community projects. The City faces budget constraints, worsened by continuing supply chain issues 
and inflation, that will require the City to leverage state, federal, and local funds to complete the 
Birch Park project. An unsuccessful funding application would stall the project, as LWCF funds are a 
critical component of the funding strategy. This would also stall efforts to secure GOCO Community 
Impact funding. Delaying the project for any significant amount of time would likely lead to cost 
inflation, further putting this important project out of reach. 

The City of Rifle has committed local match funds from its 1% Parks and Recreation sales tax. This is a 
significant contribution for this small and under-resourced community, highlighting the importance of 
the project. Rifle has also provided leveraged funding in the amount of $47,000 for the master 
planning proccess. Rifle match funding will be leveraged by approximately $1,000,000 in pending 
Great Outdoors Colorado (GOCO) Community Impact grant funding. GOCO has expressed a strong 
interest in funding the project once LWCF funding has been secured.

Following the completion of the project, the site will continue to be managed and maintained by the 
City of Rifle. Funding for park maintenance is derived from the City’s 1% Parks and Recreation sales 
tax. The park will be maintained similar to other parks within the City of Rifle and will not require 
additional large budget commitments. The large majority of open space within the park will allow 
passive recreation within the large grass areas, reducing overall maintenance needs.   



LWCF grant # Type  Date available Amount

Organization Cash Oct-23  $          250,000.00 
LWCF grant  Grant ratio 50.00% Cash Jun-24  $       1,000,000.00 
Local match  Match ratio 50.00%
Total  Total 100.00%  $       1,250,000.00 

Description Pre-award cost
Anticipated 

date of 
expense

Qty Unit type  Cost per unit  Total  Type  LWCF grant  Local match  Balance 

Land

Class III Cultural Survey No 10-2024 1.00 LS  $ 5,000.00  $ 5,000.00  Cash  $ 2,500.00  $ 2,500.00 

Wood estate/split rail fencing - at perimeter 1 No 10-2024 1,700.00 LF  $ 50.00  $ 85,000.00  Cash  $ 42,500.00  $ 42,500.00 
8' ht. chain link fencing - at irrigation pond No 10-2024 230.00 L  $ 115.00  $ 26,450.00  Cash  $   13,225.00  $ 13,225.00 
8' wide chain link gate - at irrigation pond No 10-2024 1.00 EA  $ 2,000.00  $ 2,000.00  Cash  $                 1,000.00  $ 1,000.00 
Vehicular gate - at irrigation pond No 10-2024 1.00 EA  $ 8,000.00  $ 8,000.00  Cash  $   4,000.00  $ 4,000.00 
Concrete paving 8' wide 6" depth main plaza&playground No 10-2024 160.00 CY  $ 200.00  $ 32,000.00  Cash  $ 16,000.00  $ 16,000.00 
Colored concrete paving - at main plaza No 10-2024 250.00 SF  $ 250.00  $ 62,500.00  Cash  $               31,250.00  $ 31,250.00 
Sandblasting and painting - at main plaza No 10-2024 1.00 LS  $ 10,000.00  $ 10,000.00  Cash  $                 5,000.00  $ 5,000.00 
Concrete seatwalls - at main plaza No 10-2024 220.00 SF  $ 250.00  $ 55,000.00  Cash  $  27,500.00  $ 27,500.00 
Gabion walls - at main plaza No 10-2024 75.00 SF  $ 200.00  $ 15,000.00  Cash  $ 7,500.00  $ 7,500.00 

Temporary construction fencing No 10-2024 1,820.00 LF  $ 6.00  $ 10,920.00  Cash  $    5,460.00  $ 5,460.00 
Clear and grub No 10-2024 20,750.00 SF  $ 2.50  $ 51,875.00  Cash  $ 25,937.50  $  25,937.50 
Removal of irrigation pond fencing and misc.
additional items

No 10-2024 1.00 LS  $ 5,000.00  $ 5,000.00  Cash  $ 2,500.00  $ 2,500.00 

Erosion control site maintenance No 10-2024 1.00 LS  $ 20,000.00  $ 20,000.00  Cash  $ 10,000.00  $ 10,000.00 
Earthwork No 10-2024 1.00 LS  $ 50,000.00  $ 50,000.00  Cash  $ 25,000.00  $  25,000.00 
Construction
Pavements
Road base - 6" No 10-2024 110.00 TONS  $ 95.00  $ 10,450.00  Cash  $ 5,225.00  $  5,225.00 
Asphalt T-Patch - 6" No 10-2024 57.00 SF  $ 35.00  $ 1,995.00  Cash  $ 997.50  $ 997.50 
Asphalt paving - 8" No 10-2024 110.00 TONS  $ 190.00  $ 20,900.00  Cash  $ 10,450.00  $ 10,450.00 
Concrete curb and gutter - 6" vertical, 2' pan No 10-2024 1,197.00 LF  $ 45.00  $ 53,865.00  Cash  $ 26,932.50  $ 26,932.50 
Concrete curb ramps w/ detectable warning No 10-2024 6.00 EA  $ 2,500.00  $ 15,000.00  Cash  $                 7,500.00  $ 7,500.00 
Concrete 4' drainage pan No 10-2024 126.00 LF  $ 141.00  $ 17,766.00  Cash  $ 8,883.00  $ 8,883.00 
Concrete 8' pan No 10-2024 19.00 LF  $ 285.00  $ 5,415.00  Cash  $ 2,707.50  $     2,707.50 
Striping - 4" wide No 10-2024 472.00 LF  $ 1.20  $ 566.40  Cash  $ 283.20  $ 283.20 
Signage No 10-2024 8.00 EA  $ 500.00  $ 4,000.00  Cash  $ 2,000.00  $     2,000.00 

Utilities - Storm Drainage System
Storm line - 18" RCP No 10-2024 150 LF 120.00$  $ 18,000.00  Cash  $ 9,000.00  $ 9,000.00 
Storm line - 15" PVC SDR 35 No 10-2024 500 LF 150.00$  $ 75,000.00  Cash  $ 37,500.00  $ 37,500.00 
FES - 18" concrete No 10-2024 0 EA 800.00$  $ -    Cash  $ -    $ -   
Manhole No 10-2024 2 EA 6,500.00$  $ 13,000.00  Cash  $ 6,500.00  $ 6,500.00 
Inlet - area drain No 10-2024 10 EA 1,500.00$  $ 15,000.00  Cash  $ 7,500.00  $ 7,500.00 
2' x 2' inlet - 3' depth No 10-2024 2 EA 1,500.00$  $ 3,000.00  Cash  $ 1,500.00  $ 1,500.00 
Inlet - field No 10-2024 5 EA 4,200.00$  $ 21,000.00  Cash  $ 10,500.00  $ 10,500.00 
Inlet - combination No 10-2024 2 EA 5,500.00$  $ 11,000.00  Cash  $ 5,500.00  $ 5,500.00 
Pond liner No 10-2024 2,300 SF 1.00$  $ 2,300.00  Cash  $ 1,150.00  $ 1,150.00 

LWCF budget

Project details Match details

Source of match (organization)

City of Rifle City of Rifle
 $ 1,250,000.00 GOCO Community Impact

Other architectural and engineering fees

Site work

Demolition and removal

 $ 1,250,000.00 
 $ 2,500,000.00  Total 

Architectural and engineering fees



Detention pond No 10-2024 1 EA 8,000.00$  $ 8,000.00  Cash  $ 4,000.00  $ 4,000.00 
Detention pond outlet structure No 10-2024 1 EA 8,000.00$  $ 8,000.00  Cash  $ 4,000.00  $ 4,000.00 

Electrical
General power and lighting-parking lot & plaza shelters No 10-2024 1.00 LS  $ 40,000.00  $ 40,000.00  Cash  $ 20,000.00  $ 20,000.00 
Parking lot light fixtures - at parking lot No 10-2024 6.00 EA  $ 4,500.00  $ 27,000.00  Cash  $               13,500.00  $ 13,500.00 
Pedestrian light fixtures - at perimeter trail No 10-2024 19.00 EA  $ 3,500.00  $ 66,500.00  Cash  $               33,250.00  $ 33,250.00 

Playground
Poured-in-place rubber surfacing at playground + 4"
compacted base for 3 colors (mixed w/ black) - at
main playground 

No 10-2024 5,000.00 SF  $ 24.00  $           120,000.00  Cash  $ 60,000.00  $ 60,000.00 

PIP thickened edge - at main playground No 10-2024 350.00 LF  $ 30.00  $ 10,500.00  Cash  $                 5,250.00  $ 5,250.00 
PIP concrete sub slab - at main playground No 10-2024 5,000.00 SF  $ 7.00  $ 35,000.00  Cash  $ 17,500.00  $ 17,500.00 
PIP underdrain system - at main playground No 10-2024 1.00 LS  $ 7,500.00  $ 7,500.00  Cash  $                 3,750.00  $ 3,750.00 
Primary (5-12 year old) play equipment - at main playground No 10-2024 1.00 LS  $ 250,000.00  $           250,000.00  Cash  $ 125,000.00  $ 125,000.00 
Toddler (2-5 year old) play equipment - at main playgrund No 10-2024 1.00 LS  $ 150,000.00  $           150,000.00  Cash  $ 75,000.00  $ 75,000.00 
Seat boulders - at main playground No 10-2024 10.00 EA  $ 500.00  $ 5,000.00  Cash  $    2,500.00  $ 2,500.00 
Log seating - at main playground No 10-2024 1.00 LS  $ 2,500.00  $ 2,500.00  Cash  $ 1,250.00  $ 1,250.00 
Striping/painted games - at main playground No 10-2024 1.00 LS  $ 7,500.00  $ 7,500.00  Cash  $                 3,750.00  $ 3,750.00 

10-2024
Athletic Courts 10-2024
(4) Pickleball courts - post-tension concrete No 10-2024 7,200.00 SF  $ 15.00  $           108,000.00  Cash  $ 54,000.00  $ 54,000.00 
Pickleball court equipment (fixed) No 10-2024 1.00 LS  $ 7,000.00  $ 7,000.00  Cash  $  3,500.00  $ 3,500.00 
8' ht. pickleball court fencing No 10-2024 360.00 LF  $ 115.00  $ 41,400.00  Cash  $ 20,700.00  $ 20,700.00 
4' wide pickleball court gates No 10-2024 2.00 EA  $ 1,000.00  $ 2,000.00  Cash  $ 1,000.00  $ 1,000.00 
Pickleball court acrylic surfacing No 10-2024 1.00 LS  $ 12,000.00  $ 12,000.00  Cash  $ 6,000.00  $ 6,000.00 
Concrete paving - 8' wide, 6" depth at pickleball
plaza and perimeter trail No 10-2024 175.00 CY  $ 200.00  $ 35,000.00  Cash  $ 17,500.00  $ 17,500.00 

Futsal Court (striping, surfacing, fencing) No 10-2024 1.00 LS  $ 100,000.00  $           100,000.00  Cash  $ 50,000.00  $ 50,000.00 
Permenant Equipment
Large shade shelter - 15'x30' at main plaza No 10-2024 1.00 EA  $ 50,000.00  $ 50,000.00  Cash  $               25,000.00  $ 25,000.00 
Medium shade shelter - 15'x15' at main plaza No 10-2024 2.00 EA  $ 25,000.00  $ 50,000.00  Cash  $               25,000.00  $ 25,000.00 
Gateway/shelter signage - at park entrance No 10-2024 1.00 LS  $ 10,000.00  $ 10,000.00  Cash  $                 5,000.00  $ 5,000.00 
Picnic table - at main plaza No 10-2024 7.00 EA  $ 3,000.00  $ 21,000.00  Cash  $ 10,500.00  $ 10,500.00 
Bench - at main plaza No 10-2024 8.00 EA  $ 2,000.00  $ 16,000.00  Cash  $ 8,000.00  $  8,000.00 
Bench - at main plaza No 10-2024 5.00 EA  $ 1,500.00  $ 7,500.00  Cash  $ 3,750.00  $ 3,750.00 
Bike rack - at main plaza No 10-2024 10.00 EA  $ 750.00  $ 7,500.00  Cash  $ 3,750.00  $ 3,750.00 
Drinking fountain w/ bottle filler - at main plaza No 10-2024 1.00 EA  $ 8,000.00  $ 8,000.00  Cash  $ 4,000.00  $ 4,000.00 
Bollards - between parking lot and playground No 10-2024 12.00 EA  $ 1,000.00  $ 12,000.00  Cash  $     6,000.00  $ 6,000.00 
Port-a-let enclosure - 2 stalls No 10-2024 1.00 EA  $ 25,000.00  $ 25,000.00  Cash  $ 12,500.00  $ 12,500.00 
Port-a-let (provided by City) No 10-2024 2.00 EA  $ -    $ -    Cash  $           -    $ -   
Landscaping
Trees deciduous - 2-1/2" B&B No 10-2024 60.00 EA  $ 850.00  $ 51,000.00  Cash  $ 25,500.00  $ 25,500.00 
Trees ornamental - 2" B&B No 10-2024 15.00 EA  $ 550.00  $ 8,250.00  Cash  $ 4,125.00  $ 4,125.00 
Shrubs - #5 container at main plaza No 10-2024 50.00 EA  $ 50.00  $ 2,500.00  Cash  $      1,250.00  $ 1,250.00 
Perennials - #1 container at main plaza No 10-2024 35.00 EA  $ 20.00  $ 700.00  Cash  $       350.00  $ 350.00 
Grasses - #1 container at main plaza No 10-2024 40.00 EA  $ 20.00  $ 800.00  Cash  $                    400.00  $ 400.00 
Cobble mulch - at main plaza No 10-2024 630.00 SF  $ 8.00  $ 5,040.00  Cash  $ 2,520.00  $ 2,520.00 
Soil prep and sod - at main plaza No 10-2024 600.00 SF  $ 1.50  $ 900.00  Cash  $                    450.00  $ 450.00 
Soil prep and native seed - at disturbed areas No 10-2024 2,500.00 SF  $ 1.20  $ 3,000.00  Cash  $ 1,500.00  $ 1,500.00 
Miscellaneous
Construction Surveying (1%) No 10-2024 1.00 LS  $ 20,491  $ 20,490.92  Cash  $ 10,245.46  $ 10,245.46 
Bonding and Mobilization (10%) No 10-2024 1.00 LS  $ 204,909  $           204,909.24  Cash  $ 102,454.62  $ 102,454.62 
Design Fees Construction Documents (11%) No 10-2024 1.00 LS  $ 225,507  $           225,507.44  Cash  $ 112,753.72  $ 112,753.72 
TOTAL  $      2,500,000.00  $        1,250,000.00  $          1,250,000.00 
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Version 1: August 2023

C O L O R A D O  P A R K S  &  W I L D L I F E

LAND & WATER CONSERVATION FUND GRANT APPLICATION

PROJECT DETAILS 

Organization

Project title

Match: Our entity is aware that LWCF is a 1:1 matching grant program and that match is available.  
Our entity is aware that failure to spend the minimum match amount listed in the project budget will 
reduce the amount of grant funds.

Reimbursement: Our entity is aware that LWCF uses a reimbursement model where grantees incur 
project costs before seeking reimbursement from CPW. Reimbursement requires submission of 
invoices, proof of payment and progress reports. Project costs (including match) must be incurred 
during the CPW contract period unless marked ‘pre-award’ on the project budget or a Waiver of 
Retroactivity applies.

Laws and regulations: Our entity will adhere to all applicable local, state and federal laws and 
regulations, as well as guidelines governing the LWCF program. This includes Build America Buy 
America (BABA). 

LWCF boundary area: Properties receiving LWCF assistance must be maintained in perpetuity for 
public outdoor recreation. Our entity certifies that it shall record that the property has been 
dedicated to public outdoor recreation in perpetuity as per the LWCF Act on the real property title, 
prior to final reimbursement under this program. 

Inspections: LWCF-assisted properties will be inspected at least once every five years after project 
completion by CPW and/or National Park Service (NPS) staff. If non-public recreation use is discovered, 
or is proposed on the property, our entity will work with State and/or NPS LWCF staff to determine 
and resolve any potential conversion issues.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

I have read and understood the criteria above. On behalf of the applicant entity, I certify to the best 
of my knowledge that the information in this application is true and correct.  

Organization 

Name

Postal address

City State CO ZIP Code

Authorized Representative

Signature Date

Name Title

City of Rifle

202 Railroad Ave.

Rifle

Patrick Waller

8/30/23

Planning Director

City of Rifle

Birch Park Project

81650







   
 
 

 
September 8, 2023 

 
Chrystal Read   
Federal Grants Administrator   
Colorado Parks and Wildlife   
13787 S. Hwy. 85   
Littleton, CO 80125 
 

RE: Grand River Health supports the Birch Park Project 
 

Dear Ms. Chrystal Read, 
 
I am writing to express my strong support for the City of Rifle’s application for Land and water 
Conservation Grant funding for the Birch Park Project. With grant funds, Rifle will transform an 
underutilized pasture into Birch Park, a community recreation and gathering hub with pickleball 
courts, picnic shelters, multipurpose fields, a futsal court, an inclusive playground, pollinator 
gardens, an amphitheater, biking and walking trails, and hiking trail connections. The park will 
provide free and equitable access to recreational opportunities for all ages, socioeconomic 
backgrounds, abilities, and interests within walking distance of several housing developments that 
currently lack recreational space. 
 
Grand River Health’s mission is to improve the health and well- being of the communities we 
serve. Grand River Health supports the Birch Park Project because it will greatly increase the 
recreational opportunities for the residents of Rifle, support positive health outcomes by 
encouraging outdoor play and activities, and foster a greater sense of community.  
 
Grand River Health is ready to be engaged and supportive of the Birch Park Project moving 
forward. We commit to participate in community engagement efforts, and provide input on park 
project elements.  Please give Rifle’s application the highest consideration. Thank you. 
 
     Sincerely,  
 

      
James Coombs 
CEO 
Grand River Health  

 


