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News and Information  

 
COVID-19 Response 
Colorado Parks and Wildlife reminds anglers, hunters, and all other outdoor recreationists that it is your responsibility to 
research and understand the specific guidance, ordinances, and restrictions in place for any planned local recreation - 
know before you go. To see specific county health orders, visit: Colorado Counties Safer at Home Map.  

2021 Colorado Fishing brochure now available! 
The 2021 Colorado Fishing brochure is now available online in PDF format, as well as hard copies for the new season! Don’t 
forget, new licenses go on sale March 1st and are valid March 1, 2021 – March 31, 2022! Licenses can be purchased online at 
cpwshop.com/home.page, over the phone by calling 1-800-244-5613, or in person at sales locations.  

 
Take a Friend Fishing, Hook Great Prizes 
Colorado Parks and Wildlife and our partner Colorado fishing companies are encouraging anglers to take a friend fishing. As 
a reward for sharing your expertise and love of fishing, we’ve created a contest for mentors who take the time to pass on 
their knowledge. Colorado Parks and Wildlife reminds anglers that it is up to you to recreate responsibly. Plan to research 
and understand any specific guidance, ordinances and restrictions in place for your favorite fishing spots - know before you 
go. Take a beginner angler out and be entered to win some great prizes by submitting a photograph and brief story of your 
time on the water. Submissions will be judged by their ability to inspire. 

 
Ice Fishing Clinic at North Michigan Reservoir March 13, 2021  
Come to North Michigan Reservoir ready to fish; we'll bring the equipment, we'll dig the holes, and all we ask is that you 
have a good time! On March 13, 2021, starting at 10:00 will be a formal introduction to ice fishing. Including how to use the 
rod and what kind of bait to use. Rangers will be there to help answer questions, tie lines, and bait hooks. No enrollment 
necessary. Show up to North Michigan Reservoir any time between 10 a.m. and 2 p.m.  
Fishing licenses are required for all parties over 16 years of age that are fishing. Park Passes can be purchased at the Moose 
Visitor Center and any questions can be addressed by contacting the Moose Visitor Center at 970-723-8366. 

 
Blue Mesa Reservoir lake trout tournament kicks off February 1, 2021 
The tournament, sponsored by Colorado Parks and Wildlife, is free and no registration is required. The tournament 
continues through July 31 and everyone who chooses to participate during that time has a chance to win cash prizes. The 
goal of the tournament is to maintain adequate kokanee fry survival by limiting predation from lake trout; and, in turn, to 
maintain quality kokanee fishing opportunities. Abundant kokanee are also the key to maintaining excellent lake trout 
growth and condition to support trophy lake trout opportunities at the reservoir. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Now you can take the #ColoradoOutdoors anywhere. Follow us on @instagram @coparkswildlife! 
http://instagram.com/coparkswildlife  
 

 

 Check out our CPW community on Facebook. Colorado anglers can “like" the CPW Facebook page to get 
tips, share stories and more. If you love the outdoors, this is the place to be. Before you head out, head 
for facebook.com/ColoradoParksandWildlife/. 
 

 

 Fish with us on Twitter 
Colorado anglers can get updates directly from CPW on Twitter. Follow @COParksWildlife. 
 

http://counties.coloradogeodev.com/safer.html
https://cpw.state.co.us/Documents/RulesRegs/Brochure/fishing.pdf
https://www.cpwshop.com/home.page
https://www.cpwshop.com/issuerlist.page
https://coloradooutdoorsmag.com/2020/07/01/how-to-nurture-nature-during-a-pandemic-5-ways-to-support-your-wild-neighbors/
https://cpw.state.co.us/thingstodo/Pages/Take-a-Friend-Fishing.aspx
https://cpw.state.co.us/aboutus/Pages/Calendar.aspx
https://cpw.state.co.us/aboutus/Pages/News-Release-Details.aspx?NewsID=7694
https://twitter.com/hashtag/ColoradoOutdoors?src=hash
https://twitter.com/instagram
https://twitter.com/COParksWildlife
http://t.co/wGKzBLGenq
http://www.facebook.com/cpwfishing
http://twitter.com/COParksWildlife
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Stocking Report 
 

Body of Water Region Report Date 

Mann-Nyholt Lake Northeast 2/9/2021 

Barr Lake Northeast 2/9/2021 

Jackson Reservoir Northeast 2/9/2021 

Ruedi Reservoir Northwest 2/11/2021 

Corn Lake Northwest 2/12/2021 

Bear Creek Reservoir Northwest 2/11/2021 

Main Lake Northwest 2/11/2021 

Horseshoe Reservoir Southeast 2/17/2021 

Martin Lake Southeast 2/17/2021 

 

 

Catch of the Week 

While ice fishing Blue Mesa Reservoir, Brandon Moyers hooked into a hefty-sized Lake Trout. 

 
Would you like to be featured in the next CPW Fishing 

Report’s Catch of the Week? Share your photo! 
Email dnr_fish.reporter@state.co.us and put “Catch of the 

Week” in the subject line 
 

http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=286
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=459
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=445
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=486
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=346
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=63
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=507
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=439
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=440
mailto:dnr_fish.reporter@state.co.us
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Conditions Report – Metro 
  

Aurora Reservoir  
The reservoir is closed to boating for the season. This closure includes all hand launched watercrafts such as float tubes, 
kayaks, rafts, and paddle boards. As of 2/14/2021 rangers reported no open water for shore fishing. The reservoir is 
currently iced over. The thickest ice is in the coves and ranges from 5-7 inches. Ice beyond the coves ranges from 1-3 
inches. Trout fishing is reported as fair to good using jigs tipped with meal worms. Please use extreme caution, the aeration 
system is on and the water level is coming up. For more information call 303-326-8425.  
Aurora Reservoir 
  

Chatfield Reservoir 

As of 2/26/2021, park ranger reports “Ice can be found in the North Boat Ramp Cove and from Catfish Flats South to the 
inlet, on warm days spring conditions exist. Few Walleye and Trout have been taken through the ice. Shore anglers are 
reporting slow fishing for trout.  
Chatfield Reservoir 
 

Cherry Creek Reservoir 

Cherry Creek is an 880 acre reservoir with the water temperature currently at 32.6 degrees Fahrenheit. Boating at the 
reservoir is closed. As of 2/26/2021, park staff reported “the ice ranges from 1 to 4 inches thick and 90% of the lake is still 
frozen. Fishing is fair at the moment with anglers having limited success using mealworms, sucker meat, wax worms, Gulp 
worms, and night crawlers on Rapala raps, buck-shot flutter spoons, blade baits and others. No other reports on any other 
species at this time. For more information please call (303) 690-1166.” 
Cherry Creek State Park 
 

Standley Lake 
The reservoir is closed to paddle craft use until May 1. Ice fishing is not allowed. Most of the reservoir is still open water. 
Please call ahead prior to heading to the reservoir to get up-to-date lake and shoreline fishing conditions. Contact park 
staff at 303-425-1097. 
Standley Lake 

 
Quincy Reservoir  
Quincy Reservoir is closed for the season. It is scheduled to reopen March 1st, 2021. For more information call 303-
326-8424.                
Quincy Reservoir 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=85
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=85
http://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/Parks/Chatfield
http://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/Parks/Chatfield
http://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/Parks/cherrycreek
http://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/Parks/cherrycreek
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=563
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=218


 
 COLORADO PARKS & WILDLIFE ▪ 6060 Broadway, Denver, CO 80216 ▪ (303) 297-1192 ▪ cpw.state.co.us 

Conditions Report - Northeast Colorado 

 

Barr Lake 
As of 2/26/2021 park staff reports that ice conditions are not good at this time and do NOT recommend ice fishing. 
The reservoir was filling up in January causing the ice shelf to float, with warmer currents beneath the ice. This can 
create unsafe and unreliable ice. For the most current conditions, please contact park staff by calling 303-659-6005.  
Barr Lake 

 
Boyd Lake 
As of 2/26/2021, park staff reports 4-6 inches of ice in the Marina and Heinricy inlet. There is approximately 3-4 
inches at Heron cove, 1-3 inches at Mussel Beach and Willow Landing in the north portion of park and main body of 
lake. Please call Boyd Lake State Park at 970-669-1739 to get the most up-to-date ice conditions 
Boyd Lake 
 

Eleven Mile Reservoir  
As of 2/18/2021, “The 11 Mile Marina reports ice thickness is at 24 inches and growing with approximately 8 inches of 
hard pack snow on top of that from winter accumulation. The trout fishing is reportedly fair to good. Action is hit and 
miss but plenty of great fish being caught. At North Shore it is stocker action but a numbers game. The big ones are 
there. Shallow is easy access at spots like at Lazy Boy and Howbert and pretty decent. Deeper water may not be worth 
the effort until the fresh snow either settles down or blows away. Nightcralwer laying on the bottom might get you a 
big fish if you want to fish bait. Stay away from egg sacks for the time being the stockers are like piranha and tear them 
to pieces. The best approach is always two rods with one spoon and one micro jig or just bait. We have seen very big 
Trout cruising just below the ice while salmon fishing in 60 feet of water but they just move on by. 
Kokanee fishing is reportedly fair to good. Reports from the channel out from Deer Island are good with consistent 
opportunities. Fish seem to be traveling in multi verse groups. You can catch big ones or small ones out of the same 
grouping. Duck Island has not been as productive but North Shore out from the Marina has. Northern Pike fishing is 
reportedly fair to good. Try North Shore, Witchers Cove and Howbert on the East side or Stoll in 8 feet of water or less.” 
https://www.11milesports.com/fishing-report 
Eleven Mile State Park 

 
Jackson Lake 
As of 2/26/2021, park staff reports, “The ice has been between 5-7 inches throughout the last week. However, wind and 
warm temperatures have begun to melt the surface of the ice. The inlet does contain open water and anglers should use 
caution as some areas of the ice can open unexpectedly. Fishing has been fair for walleye and wipers near the south shore 
of the reservoir.  Bait has varied from white and silver jigs to worms and minnows. Anglers accessing the ice are urged to 
use caution and to carry safety equipment to assist them in self rescuing.” Jackson Reservoir was recently stocked on 
February 9.  
Jackson Lake 

 
St. Vrain State Park 
As of 2/26/2021, park staff reports losing 2 or more inches of ice on the ponds the last couple days. The thickest ice is not 
at 4 inches and ice fishing is not recommended on any of the ponds at this time. Please contact the park for the most up-to-
date conditions by calling 303-678-9402. 
St. Vrain State Park 
 

North Sterling Reservoir 
As of 2/16/2021, the ice on the lake is a mess of open water with ice and the thickness is unknown. No anglers have 
reportedly been on the ice as of recent. Shore melt is also an issue with the warmer temperatures and the lake rising.  
Contact the park for up to date ice conditions at 970-522-3657. 
North Sterling Reservoir 

 
 

 
 
 
 

https://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/parks/BarrLake
https://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/parks/BoydLake
https://www.11milesports.com/fishing-report
https://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/Parks/ElevenMile
https://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/parks/jacksonlake
https://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/parks/StVrain
https://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/parks/NorthSterling/Pages/default.aspx


 
 COLORADO PARKS & WILDLIFE ▪ 6060 Broadway, Denver, CO 80216 ▪ (303) 297-1192 ▪ cpw.state.co.us 

Conditions Report - Southeast Colorado  

 

Arkansas River – Leadville to Buena Vista  
As of 2/10/2021, Braden Baker with Ark Anglers writes, “The upper river is very cold and icy. There are some areas 
between the Lake Creek confluence and Buena Vista that will still offer limited productivity on the warmer days, but 
generally you'll find more opportunities further south towards Salida during the winter. There is significant shoreline 
and shelf ice north of Buena Vista. For those determined to fish the upper section, deep slow runs or pools that 
receive ample sunlight are going to offer your best chances at finding active fish. If you can locate a pod of fish in the 
deeper winter water, it's likely you'll find a concentrated population holding together with a lot of vacant water 
upstream and downstream. Your window of opportunity will be limited to 11am to 2pm. Midges will be your most 
important forage to imitate, and pairing a small midge larva or pupa with a large attractor nymph like a stonefly is a 
great way to cover your bases”. 
Flows: ICE CFS at Hayden Meadows, 90 CFS and ICY at Granite (2/24/2021) 
http://www.arkanglers.com/ 
Arkansas River 
 

Arkansas River – Buena Vista to Salida 

As of 2/23/2021, Braden Baker with Ark Anglers writes, “We're back to some milder weather this week in the valley, 
with days around 40 degrees and nights down around 20 degrees. This forecast bodes well for anglers on the river this 
week, though they may have to work a little harder to find some shelter from the breeze. Winter cold will limit 
opportunities far north of Salida, but the river from Big Bend downstream will remain productive throughout the 
majority of the winter, outside of the coldest days. We've had a few decent reports from north of Brown's Canyon near 
Buena Vista in areas of the river that enjoy good sunlight and spring seep. This time of year your best window to fish 
will generally be between 11:00am and 2:30pm, particularly in areas that receive ample solar exposure. Fish have 
migrated to their usual winter lies such as deep, slow runs and pools where they can retreat to safety, but will actively 
feed out in the nearby runs and riffles when food is available. While you may still find midge hatches prompting 
sporadic surface feeding, most of the food in the river will be subsurface for the foreseeable future. Stonefly and 
other large attractor nymphs will be great anchor flies throughout the day, and you'll want to fish midge larva/pupa 
and caddis larva as droppers. Nymphing will give you the greatest flexibility to cover a range of water types. Not every 
pool and run will be productive, so it pays to try to find several areas to fish throughout the day.  Usually where you 
find one fish, you'll find several. Strikes are subtle with the colder weather, so be very proactive in setting the hook on 
the slightest sign of a take. Try to fish in the sun as much as you can, as the solar radiation can make a big difference 
in fish activity. ”. 

Flows: 230 CFS at Helca Junction (2/24/2021) 
http://www.arkanglers.com/ 
Arkansas River  
 

John Martin Reservoir 
As of 2/26/2021, the east and west boat ramps have been closed for the season until March 15th, 2021. Anglers are still 
able to fish from shore. Park staff reports, “There is a thin layer of ice over a large portion of John Martin Reservoir, but 
certainly not nearly enough to be safe for ice fishing! Where there is open water, shoreline fishing has been slow. There 
have been a few anglers out there, and haven't heard of anyone having much luck. The best area to try would probably be 
the stilling basin below the dam. Fishing will pick up dramatically starting around the end of March or into April when we 
will begin to see the wiper and white bass become more active.”  
John Martin Reservoir 

 
Trinidad Lake  
As of 2/22/2021, park staff reports the lake is at 612 surface acres with a surface elevation of 6178.66. The water 
level is rising slightly. The ice conditions are fluctuating. Warm and windy days have melted the ice. Larger areas of 
open water are now visible with soggy ice around the shorelines. Ice thickness is unknown at this time. Shore fishing is 
now possible on the south shore and off of the Carpio Canyon point, more water is becoming exposed each week. 
There have been very nice trout and some walleye being caught through the ice as well.   
Trinidad Lake 
 

 

 
 
 

http://www.arkanglers.com/
https://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=665
http://www.arkanglers.com/
https://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=665
https://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/parks/JohnMartinReservoir
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Conditions Report - Northwest Colorado 
 

Delaney Lakes 
As of 2/26/2021, Lake John Resort reports, “roads are open, but somewhat snowpack. Ice is currently around 21 inches or 
more. As of last week there was nearly 12 inches of snow on top of the ice. Mainly cutbows and rainbows are being caught.”  
North Delaney is fishing steady for browns, cutbows and rainbows 12 to 18 inches.  
South Delaney has seen steady action with cutbows, rainbow, and cutthroat, all mostly catch and release.  
East Delaney has seen little to no action.  
 
Cowdrey Lake- “We continue to receive poor feedback.  Only one (barely) legal sized fish was caught for the 2021 Ice 
Fishing Tournament at 16 inches. Roads are open and clear. Fishing depth seems to best at a range between 4-10 feet of 
water.  Current ice thickness is between 17 to 20 inches thick.” 
 
Big Creek Lakes, “Lake activity has been steady based on the 5 reports received by this author. Splake, Rainbows, and 
Cutbows are being reported as most caught, ranging between 10 and 25 inches. One Tiger Musky reported. Sucker meat, 
waxworms and Atomic Teasers seem to be the ticket for large Rainbows and Tiger Muskies. Dynamic Lures (Ice) are doing 
very well right now too in the glow (translucent), red dragon and rainbow colors.” 
Lake John Resort 
North, South, East Delaney 
 

Granby 
Fishing with Bernie Guide, Dan Shannon reported on 2/26/2021, “This week has brought us snow and slush on the lake, 
while the slush is not to the same extent as the past few years it is spreading and being found throughout the lake. Use 
caution and be prepared while traveling the lake. Fishing picked up this week for all species. Rainbows are active shallow, 
less than 12’ and spoons were producing well. Lake trout are being caught in 40-80’ as well as finding a few suspended. 
While still catching most along the bottom they have been chasing spoons and tubes around the water column as well when 
they don’t bite right away. This time of year using electronics is key to finding fish as they are spread throughout the lake.” 
Fishing with Bernie 
Lake Granby 

 
Grand Lake  
Fishing with Bernie Guide Dan Shannon reported as of 2/26/2021, “With the snow has brought on some slush in areas. 
Fishing has been pretty typical for end of February, we are having to work for our bites but this should be improving as we 
get to March. Rainbow, brown trout and the occasional kokanee are being caught in 20 feet and less of water, the inlet 
areas being most productive. Small pink or white ice flies and tungsten jigs tipped with an egg or wax worm has been a go 
to. Lake trout are starting to suspend over the deeper water, use electronics to find fish then fish to their depths with 
spoons and tubes.” 
Fishing with Bernie 
Grand Lake 
 

Green Mountain Reservoir 
As of 2/26/2021, Green Mountain Reservoir reported over 20 inches of ice. A number of anglers have reported success 
landing lake trout using a variety of colors and presentations. The most common lately has been pink and chartreuse tube 
jigs. Anglers are also having success with jigging raps in a variety of colors tipped with wax worms or sucker meat.  
Green Mountain Reservoir 

 
Lake John  
As of 2/7/2021, Lake John Resort reports “Lake John still has quality fish coming out right now however, the biting 
continues to be slow since the 2021 Lake John/Cowdrey Lake Ice Fishing Tournament. However, pictures of 20-inch plus 
Cutbows (primarily) are coming in daily from ice anglers. Best artificial tackle of late has been tube jigs (chartreuse), 
Dynamic Lures (glow, cutthroat ice & red dragon), atomic teasers (all colors), and jigs set with all types of worms.   
Road access to the Lake John is open and clear. Access to drive onto the ice are accessible via both North and South boat 
ramps. Roads around the East side of the lake are impassable due to snow drifts. Fishing in depths of 4-10 feet of water has 
statistically been the most successful. Current ice thickness is between 17 to 20 inches thick.” 
Lake John Resort 
Lake John 
 

 
 
 
 

https://lakejohnresort.com/fishing
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=392
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=394
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=393
https://www.fishingwithbernie.com/
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=37
https://www.fishingwithbernie.com/
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=83
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=38
https://lakejohnresort.com/fishing
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=446
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=446
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Steamboat Lake 

As of 2/26/2021, park staff reports the ice is at least 20 inches thick. Depending on the day and temperatures, the top can 
get very slushy. The fishing has been great with worms and wax worms. Anglers suggested if you are not catching or marking 
fish, move to a new spot. Dead-sticking was proving to be ineffective and active jigging is what seemed to be triggering the 
hot bite. One angler reported fishing was great in the Placer Cove area. Call the visitor center, (970) 879-3922, for up-to-
date information on lake conditions, open daily 8am-4pm.   
Steamboat Lake 
 

Vega Reservoir 
According to conditions contributor Andrew Morlang, “As of 2/15/2021 the fishing at Vega Reservoir has significantly 
slowed for many anglers. Fish are still being caught in 10-15 feet of water, however each day seems to bring less fish then 
the last. The heavy pressure this reservoir received this winter has made the fish become more hesitant to bite. When the 
fishing gets slow during the late ice season like this, we like to switch up lures as much as we can. Show them something 
they haven't seen before. Dig through your tackle box and find the smallest jigs/lures you have and see what happens. We 
have had luck using crawlers just sitting on the bottom, and a trout magnet on a dead stick.”  
Vega Reservoir 
 

Williams Fork Reservoir 
As of 2/26/2021, Fishing with Bernie Guide Rhett Feltman reported, “Lake conditions are still friendly for walking with a 
few inches of snow and no slush. Fishing has been best for the first few hours of the morning until the wind has been picking 
up. Later in the day we have had to play cat and mouse for several minutes to get fish to bite, big or small. Fish have still 
been active through the water column and are willing to chase but getting them to close the deal has been tricky. 
Fishing with Bernie 
Williams Fork Reservoir 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/parks/SteamboatLake/Pages/Conditions.aspx
https://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/parks/Vega
https://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/parks/Vega
https://www.fishingwithbernie.com/
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=436
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Conditions Report - Southwest Colorado 

  

Animas River at Durango 
As of 2/22/2021, Duranglers report, “Snow has moved in and fishing can be sporadic. With days where sun is on the water, 
watch for good midge hatches that can bring fish up. Sizes: 16-22 nymphs are preferred, but weight is more important than 
the fly.” 
Flows: 107 CFS at Durango (2/24/2021) 
Duranglers 
Animas River 

 
Blue Mesa Reservoir 
As of 2/26/2021, anglers reported 10-16 inches of ice at Dry Creek and inlet. Bay of Chickens had 14-18 inches of ice, 25+ 
inches in Lola basin, 12 inches at Cebola Creek and 18 inches at Willow Creek. Caution is advised as ice is highly variable in 
some areas. Conditions contributor Andrew Morlang reports, “The fishing at Blue Mesa reservoir has been consistently hot 
for browns and rainbows along rocky shorelines in 5-20 feet of water. Fish are hitting jigs and tubes tipped with worms in 
water as shallow as 5 feet. Other popular baits include Kastmasters, Swedish Pimples, and Krocodile spoons. We have also 
had success using trout magnets tipped with mealworms. The bite has been good all day, but we have noticed increased fish 
activity in the early morning and evening hours. If you have the opportunity to fish into the night, the bite for bigger brown 
trout seems to pick up after dark. We landed multiple browns over 18” past 10:00. Fishing after dark with larger spoons 
tipped with sucker meat seems to do the trick. Make sure to keep a consistent jigging motion so that the fish are able to 
pick up the spoon in the dark.” 
Blue Mesa Reservoir 

 
Dolores River  
As of 2/22/2021 Duranglers report, “The river is going to be mostly frozen until you get close to the dam. The gate is closed 
so it will be a walk to open water. Midges and small mayfly nymphs are your go-to”. 
Flows: N/A Near Slick Rock (2/26/2021) 
Duranglers 
Dolores River 

 
Island Lake 
As of 2/9/2021, conditions contributor Andrew Morlang reports, “This popular lake on the Grand Mesa hasn't slowed down 
one bit since people started hitting the ice back late fall. Popular spots include 15-20 feet off the island in any direction, 
and a majority of the shore line in around 20 feet of water. While the state record Splake was caught in this body of water, 
don't expect to catch many fish over 13 inches. Fish quality < Fish quantity. Use the smallest jig in your tackle box and tip it 
with either a wax or mealworm. Make sure to leave plenty of hook point exposed, as these fish are small and will nibble 
your bait away without you even knowing. If you find a good spot at this lake you can easily catch 10+ fish in a morning of 
fishing. Most anglers have been catching rainbows, splake and brooke trout. The occasional brown trout has been seen but 
don't expect many as they seem to be few and far between.” 
Island Lake 

 
Jackson Gulch Reservoir – Mancos State Park 
As of 2/26/2021, staff at Mancos State Park report, “The lake is ice covered with over 12 inches of ice in most areas along 
the dam. There may be areas that get thinner near mid-lake as it was slow to freeze. Good action for rainbow trout 10-12 
inches and yellow perch averaging 5 inches. A few larger rainbows being caught, along with a few perch near 14 
inches! Splake (a brook trout/lake trout cross) are also being caught occasionally. For pretty constant action (great for kids 
new to ice fishing) use a 1/8 oz. lead-head or "teardrop" jig tipped with a small piece of worm or 'crawler. Light line is 
helpful to keep the line tight with that light jig. A very good setup is a braided line. It doesn't stretch so hooksets are firm, 
and then run a leader of light, flexible fluorocarbon line (about 10 feet or so) on the end of your braid. Let that light jig go 
all the way to bottom and bring it up about 6 to 12 inches. This should produce a pretty constant stream of small perch.  
Try larger jigs rigged as above for rainbows and splake. Jigging rapalas, and small spoons also produce. Water level is very 
low, so there's a long walk through the snow to the lake edge. Standard ice fishing approach: small teardrop jigs (tipped 
with crawler, waxworm or mealworm), jigging spoons like the Swedish Pimple, and baithooks with PowerBait, 'crawlers, 
waxworms, and mealworms will work for both trout and yellow perch. Most yellow perch are small but ice fishing is a great 
time of year to catch some of the larger perch. 
Jackson Gulch Reservoir 

 
 
 
 
 

https://duranglers.com/
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=1432
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=152
https://duranglers.com/
https://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=615
https://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=316
https://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/parks/Mancos/Pages/default.aspx
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James M. Robb Colorado River  
As of 2/21/2021, park staff report Corn Lake is ice free, Island Acres: Roan’s Pond (stocked last month) is open water on 
the west side. Old Orchard on the east side may have some ice but it is not accessible. Fruita: Red Rocks has open water. 
Connected: is open water and there may be some ice on Duke Lake. Please ensure the responsible and ethical release of 
fish and properly dispose of fishing line. Remember, the daily limit for trout is four fish per person.   
James M. Robb Colorado River - Corn, Fruita, and Connected Lakes 
 

San Juan River at Pagosa Springs 
As of 2/22/2021 Duranglers report, “temps have dropped with recent storms. Below the hot springs, there might be a few 
warmer fish. Small nymphs and midges will be the go-to. 
Flows: 51.5 CFS at Pagosa Springs (2/24/2021) 
Duranglers 
San Juan River 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/parks/JamesMRobbColoradoRiver/Pages/default.aspx
https://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/parks/JamesMRobbColoradoRiver/Pages/default.aspx
https://duranglers.com/durango-area-rivers-report/#1540576548216-ef3cbcac-42e2
https://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=1444
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Tip of the Week – Ice Safety 
Follow these safety tips to prevent a fatal mistake: 

 Be aware of ice and weather conditions by checking online or calling ahead. Educate yourself on proper tools and 
techniques for checking ice conditions. Looks can be deceiving! Always test the ice rather than relying on its 
appearance 

 The buddy-system is best on the ice so try not to go alone. Let someone know your plan and where you're going. If 
someone is in need of rescue, call 911 for help - attempting a rescue could cause you to also fall through the ice. 

 Always wear a life jacket or float coat. Wear a life jacket or personal flotation device (PFD) over winter clothing. 
Life jackets provide excellent flotation and protection from the cold. 

 Assemble personal safety items, such as ice picks and a whistle, which should be attached to you while on the 
ice. Other essential equipment includes a rope or throw bag and a cell phone. Keep your cell phone in a secure 
pocket or waterproof pouch to make it more accessible if calling for help.  

 Wait to enjoy alcoholic beverages. Alcohol in your system increases the likelihood of hypothermia and poor choices. 
Stay hydrated with water and warm liquids.    

 Keep pets on a leash at all times.  Never allow your pet to run out onto the ice and do not walk your pet near a 
frozen lake or pond without a leash. If your dog falls through the ice, do not attempt a rescue. Call for help. 

 Remember: Reach-Throw-Go. If someone falls through the ice and you can't reach the person from shore, throw a 
flotation device or rope. If you still can't quickly help the person, go or call for help. 

  
If you fall through the ice, remember these tips:  

 Try to Stay Calm. This will help you to conserve as much energy as possible.  

 Act slowly and deliberately to conserve heat. Expect a progressive decrease in your strength and ability to move. 
Make the harder maneuvers at the beginning, while you can. 

 Do not try to swim. Swimming will cause your body to lose heat much faster and will use up energy than if you stay 
as still as possible. 

 Try to get your arms onto the ice. Kick your feet as hard as you can to help lift you onto the ice, use your ice picks 
to grab onto the ice and then roll to safety.  

 If you can't get out by yourself, try to keep your upper body above water to conserve body heat.  Use your whistle 
or yell to alert others that you need help.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We love to hear back from our subscribers regarding fishing reports, tips, and requests of material you would like to start 
seeing more of. Any useful feedback helps us make our fishing reports a “go-to” resource for anglers fishing Colorado’s 
waters. If you would like to report water and/or fishing conditions to be used in the next fishing report, feel free to submit 
a report to dnr_fish.reporter@state.co.us.  
******************************************************************************************************************************************************** 
DNR Fish Reporter 
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