
 
 

 
 

Fishing Regulations 

Review 

C O L O R A D O  P A R K S  &  W I L D L I F E  
 

 Fishing Report 
 

 

COLORADO PARKS & WILDLIFE ▪ 1313 Sherman St., Denver, CO 80203 ▪ (303) 297-1192 ▪ cpw.state.co.us 

Friday May 17th, 2019 

    
 
 

 
News and Information  

 

Upcoming Fishing Tournaments and Events 
 
Colorado Parks and Wildlife, National Parks Service cooperating on native trout restoration project in 
Great Sand Dunes Park and Preserve 
In the continuing effort to restore native cutthroat trout to state waters, Colorado Parks and Wildlife and the National Parks 
service are cooperating on a major project set for late summer in Great Sand Dunes National Park and Preserve. This 
ambitious project will help re-establish Rio Grande cutthroat trout in Upper Sand Creek Lake, Lower Sand Creek Lake and in 
Sand Creek. 

 
Women-only outdoor skills weekend planner for Western Colorado 
Women who want to gain valuable outdoor skills, learn about wildlife and receive an introduction to hunting and fishing are 
invited to attend a “Cast and Blast” weekend workshop, June 21-23, sponsored by Colorado Parks and Wildlife. 

 
Fishing heating up at John Martin Reservoir as new reservation system awaits campers 
A few weeks ago, staff at Colorado Parks and Wildlife’s John Martin Reservoir State Park watched as the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers opened the gates on the massive 70-year-old dam for the first time since November 1. This is big news to anglers 
who covet fishing in the stilling basin at the base of the structure.  

 
Walleye/Crappie Fishing and Cooking Clinic 
Saturday May 18 9:00am to 2:00pm, learn how to target walleye and crappie at one of Colorado’s top reservoirs. This class 
will be held at Jumbo Reservoir. After catching fish we will be showing how to fillet your catch, and cook some fish to eat 
that day! 

 
“Take Me Fishing” 
Saturday May 25 8:30am to 11:00am, kids will have the opportunity to learn a new sport, or practice with rods, bait and 
volunteer help provided. Meet at the Pa-Cho-Chu-Puk ponds. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Now you can take the #ColoradoOutdoors anywhere. Follow us on @instagram @coparkswildlife! 
http://instagram.com/coparkswildlife  
 

 

Check out our CPW community on Facebook. Colorado anglers can “like" the CPW Facebook page to get 
tips, share stories and more. If you love the outdoors, this is the place to be. Before you head out, head 
for facebook.com/ColoradoParksandWildlife/. 
 

 

Fish with us on Twitter 
Colorado anglers can get updates directly from CPW on Twitter. Follow @COParksWildlife. 
 

https://cpw.state.co.us/aboutus/Pages/News-Release-Details.aspx?NewsID=6926
https://cpw.state.co.us/aboutus/Pages/News-Release-Details.aspx?NewsID=6927
https://cpw.state.co.us/Lists/News%20Releases/DispForm.aspx?ID=6925&RootFolder=%2FLists%2FNews%20Releases&Source=https%3A%2F%2Fcpw%2Estate%2Eco%2Eus%2Fthingstodo%2FPages%2FFishing-Events%2Easpx
https://cpw.state.co.us/aboutus/pages/calendar.aspx?calid=7906
https://cpw.state.co.us/aboutus/pages/calendar.aspx?calid=7927
https://twitter.com/hashtag/ColoradoOutdoors?src=hash
https://twitter.com/instagram
https://twitter.com/instagram
http://t.co/wGKzBLGenq
http://www.facebook.com/cpwfishing
http://twitter.com/COParksWildlife
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Stocking Report 
 

Body of Water Region Report Date 

Ehrlich Lake Northeast 5/6/2019 

Centennial Lake Northeast 5/6/2019 

Bittersweet Lake Northeast 5/6/2019 

Riverside Park Lake Northeast 5/6/2019 

Boxelder Lake #3 Northeast 5/6/2019 

Douglas Reservoir Northeast 5/6/2019 

Thomas Reservoir Northeast 5/6/2019 

McCall Lake Northeast 5/6/2019 

Purdy Mesa Lake Northwest 5/6/2019 

Juniata Reservoir Northwest 5/6/2019 

Rampart Reservoir Southeast 5/6/2019 

Schryver Park Pond Southeast 5/6/2019 

Confluence Lake Southwest 5/6/2019 

St. Vrain, Coot Pond Northeast 5/7/2019 

St. Vrain, Pelican Northeast 5/7/2019 

Zeigler Reservoir Northwest 5/7/2019 

Sratton Pond Southeast 5/7/2019 

Hale Pond #1 Southeast 5/7/2019 

Hale Pond #2 Southeast 5/7/2019 

Hale Pond #3 Southeast 5/7/2019 

Rampart Reservoir Southeast 5/7/2019 

Clear Creek Reservoir Southeast 5/7/2019 

Mt. Elbert Forebay Southeast 5/7/2019 

Cowdrey Lake Northeast 5/8/2019 

Berkeley Lake Northeast 5/8/2019 

Rocky Mountain Lake Northeast 5/8/2019 

Parachute Pond Northwest 5/8/2019 

http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=800
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=1340
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=792
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=837
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=588
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=191
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=319
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=433
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=449
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=854
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=219
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=802
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=836
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=235
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=820
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=809
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=809
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=809
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=219
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=389
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=151
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=147
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=227
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=429
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=675
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San Isabel Lake Southeast 5/8/2019 

Williams Fork Reservoir Northwest 5/9/2019 

Willow Springs Pond 1 Southeast 5/9/2019 

Willow Springs Pond 2 Southeast 5/9/2019 

Prospect Lake Southeast 5/9/2019 

Dome Lake Upper Southwest 5/9/2019 

Haviland Lake Southwest 5/9/2019 

Smith Reservoir Southwest 5/9/2019 

Stabilization Reservoir Southwest 5/9/2019 

Bear Creek Reservoir Northeast 5/10/2019 

Rifle Pond South Northwest 5/10/2019 

West Lake Northwest 5/10/2019 

Rifle Gap Reservoir Northwest 5/10/2019 

Roans Pothole Northwest 5/10/2019 

Old Orchard Northwest 5/10/2019 

Beckwith Reservoir Southeast 5/10/2019 

Pathfinder Park Pond Southeast 5/10/2019 

Twin Spruce Ponds Southwest 5/10/2019 

Summit Reservoir Southwest 5/10/2019 

http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=265
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=436
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=187
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=188
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=638
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=103
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=641
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=33
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=749
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=63
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=78
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=643
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=423
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=1614
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=1613
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=542
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=65
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=220
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Catch of the Week 
 

 
 

Rainey with a very nice Rainbow Trout caught at Antero Reservoir! 
 

Have a fish you're proud of? Share your photo! 
Email dnr_fish.reporter@state.co.us and put “Catch of the Week” in the subject line

 

 
Conditions Report – Metro 

  

Aurora Reservoir  
This 762-acre impoundment is located off of E. Quincy Avenue, two miles east of E-470. Open to boating. Electric trolling 
motors only. As of 5/16/2019, water temperatures are in the mid 50’s which means the fishing has been slowly picking up. 
Shore anglers fishing for trout are having the most success near the dam casting lures or fishing with bait just off the 
bottom. Walleye and perch are being caught but not as consistently. The walleye are on main lake points in 15 to 20 feet of 
water with the perch slightly deeper. For more information call 303-326-8425. Park hours for May 5:30am-9:00pm. 
Restricted to electric motors only. 
Aurora Reservoir 

 
Chatfield Reservoir 

This 1,356 acre impoundment is located in Chatfield State Park. As of 5/15/2019, water temperatures are sitting in the mid 
50’s. Anglers are reporting catching walleye along the bottom using nightcrawlers. Smallmouth bass have been reported to 
be on beds and the fishing for them has got a bit tougher. Trout action has also been consistent with most anglers trolling 
for them or fishing just off the bottom with worms or PowerBait. 
Chatfield Reservoir 
 

Cherry Creek 

This 881-acre impoundment is located in Cherry Creek State Park, in Aurora. There are two entrances to the park, the east 
entrance off S. Dayton St. and the west entrance off S. Parker Rd. As of 5/13/2019, water temperatures are being reported 
in the mid to high 50’s. Walleye are slowly transitioning onto the points and other structure in the lake, anglers have 
reported success catching them on blade baits. Fishing for trout has been consistent with anglers catching fish on a variety 
of lures or baits including casting spoons and in-line spinner baits.  
Cherry Creek Reservoir 
 

Quincy Reservoir  
As of 5/16/2019 anglers targeting bass have been having success using jerk baits or lipless crankbaits as the bass prepare to 
spawn. If the bite gets tough try a slower presentation. Trout fishing has been fair using spoons. Restricted to artificial flies 
and lures only. Only watercraft capable of being launched by hand permitted. Vehicles and trailers are not permitted in the 
water. For more information call 303-326-8424. Park Hours May 5:30am to 9:00pm. 
Quincy Reservoir 

mailto:dnr_fish.reporter@state.co.us
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=85
http://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/Parks/Chatfield
http://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/Parks/Chatfield
https://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/Parks/cherrycreek
https://cpw.state.co.us/thingstodo/Fishery%20Survey%20Summaries/QuincyReservoir.pdf
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Conditions Report - Northeast Colorado 
 

Antero Reservoir 
As of 5/17/2019, fishing has remained consistent since the lake opened to boating. The water temperatures are warming 
after a consistent warm week. With the warmer water temperatures the fish are becoming more active. There have been a 
lot of reports of nice browns being caught as well as a few real quality cutbows.  
Antero Reservoir 

 
Barr Lake 
As of 5/16/2019, fishing has remained tough for anglers with the recent cold front shutting down the fish. Anglers have 
reported limited success catching walleye on jig heads and grubs. A few trout have been caught from anglers trolling 
crankbaits. 
Barr Lake State Park 
 

Boyd Lake 

As of 5/15/2019, anglers targeting walleye are having the most success trolling the basin of the reservoir in 20 to 25 feet of 
water. A few nice white bass have been caught while trolling for the walleye. Anglers fishing the north end of the reservoir 
have had success catching bass up shallow as the fish prepare for the spawn with warming water temperatures. The main 
boat ramp and Heron Cover (north) ramp are open for launching. Boat Inspectors will be available at the ANS Inspection 
Station from 6:00am to 10:00pm from May through Labor Day.  
Boyd Lake State Park 
 

Deckers and Cheesman Canyon 
As of 5/14/2019, the last few days of warm weather have the flows increased from melting snow. The warmer weather also 
means that the caddis hatches are becoming more consistent. Anglers have been having some success on caddis dry flies as 
well as some success on other mayfly dry patterns. A majority of the success comes from nymphing smaller mayfly patterns 
or stonefly patterns such as pheasant tails or prince nymphs. 
Flows: 409 CFS (5/14/2019) 
Deckers and Cheesman Canyon 

 
Eleven Mile Reservoir 

As of 5/15/2019, recent reports for trout fishing is that it has been slow overall. A few nice trout have been landed on a 
variety of lures however no consistent bites to report. Anglers fishing from shore have had the most success moving around 
to find the active fish. As with the other South Park area reservoirs wind can be a factor, anglers have success fishing the 
wind-blown side of the lake and points where the warmer water and bait will be pushed to due to wind and the larger fish 
quickly follow. 
Eleven Mile State Park 
 

Jackson Lake  
As of 5/13/2019, the water temperature at Jackson Lake is 54 degrees. The water has cleared from the recent algae bloom. 
Fishermen are reporting success along the north shore in shallower areas of the lake. Walleye are doing fair while Wipers 
are being reported as good. Most Wipers are under the 15 inch limit however, fishermen are reporting catching high 
numbers of them. Twister tails and jigs are the lures of choice. 
Jackson Lake State Park 
 

Spinney Mountain Reservoir 
As of 5/16/2019, pike anglers have been having success targeting larger fish by trolling jerk baits slow and near the new weed 
growth. Trout fishing has also remained good with trout becoming more and more active as the water warms. Trout have been 
caught on a wide variety of lures but the jerk baits still seem to be the most consistent producers. 
Spinney Mountain Reservoir 

 
Tarryall Reservoir 
As of 5/13/2019, anglers have had some success targeting trout from shore. There are many techniques that will catch fish 
currently. Anglers have had success using PowerBait or artificial salmon eggs about 1 foot off the bottom. Anglers casting 
lures such as Kastmasters or Tasmanian Devils have also had success landing fish. The pike fishing remains inconsistent with 
the best producers being jerk baits or swimbaits. The pike have been reported in the shallows as the mid-day sun warms the 
shallow water much quicker. 
Tarryall Reservoir 
 

http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=379
https://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/parks/barrlake/Pages/default.aspx
https://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/parks/barrlake/Pages/default.aspx
http://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/parks/boydlake/Pages/default.aspx
http://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/parks/boydlake/Pages/default.aspx
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=1436
http://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/Parks/ElevenMile
http://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/Parks/ElevenMile
https://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/parks/jacksonlake
https://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/parks/jacksonlake
https://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/Parks/spinneymountain
https://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/Parks/spinneymountain
https://cpw.state.co.us/learn/Maps/TarryallReservoirSWA_geo.pdf#search=tarryall
https://cpw.state.co.us/learn/Maps/TarryallReservoirSWA_geo.pdf#search=tarryall
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Conditions Report - Southeast Colorado  

 
Adobe Creek Reservoir 

As of 5/16/2019, with this week of consistent warm weather the crappie fishing continues to be good. Anglers fishing from 
boats are doing the best finding submerged timber or brush and targeting those areas with small jigs and some live bait as 
well. Shore anglers are having success catching some wiper, catfish, and drum on a wide variety of presentations. 
Adobe Creek Reservoir 
 

Arkansas River-Below Lake Pueblo 

As of 5/14/2019, flows have stabilized but are still relatively high as water is released from the reservoir in preparation for 
run-off season. Anglers that are fishing are having success on larger profile lures. Spin casters are throwing jerk baits and 
doing fair. Fly anglers are bumping up size and weight using stonefly nymphs to have the most success. A few caddis hatches 
have been observed with a few anglers having success on caddis imitators. 
Flows: 652 CFS (5/14/2019) 
Lake Pueblo State Park 

 
Arkansas River – Buena Vista to Canon City 

As of 5/14/2019, water temperatures are getting to 50 degrees. With lower flows fishing is expected to be great. Caddis 
have been seen hatching with the warming weather, and should be go-to flies this week. The blue wing olive hatch is still 
going well during this time of year and anglers have had success catching fish on blue wing olive dry fly patterns. When the 
fish are not feeding on dries Golden Stonefly nymphs have been productive for catching fish. 
Flows: 405 CFS (5/14/2019) 
Upper Arkansas River 

 
John Martin Reservoir 

As of 5/13/2019, Fishing has slowed slightly after the rainy cool weather last week. People are still catching white bass and 
crappie but not as easily as two weeks ago. 
John Martin Reservoir State Park 

 
North Gateway Park 

As of 5/13/2019, Fishing continues to remain decent for rainbow trout. People are still catching the larger trout that were 
stocked a couple weeks ago. Crappie and bass are biting as well. Some catfish have been taken, but they are expected to bite 
more as water temperatures heat up. 
North Gateway Park 

 
Pueblo Reservoir 
As of 5/15/2019, water temperatures are slowly increasing after the last week of cooler weather. The fishing has been fairly 
consistent for walleye using soft plastics and jigs or rigging live bait. Bass fishing is picking up with warmer weather and fish 
are being found on beds. The wiper have been tough to find but a few have been caught. Crappie fishing has been boom or 
bust with some anglers being able to catch them consistently with others struggling a bit. Most crappie have been caught in 
8 to 10 feet of water. Be sure to check the 2019 Fishing Brochure for updates on new Pueblo Specific Regulations for 2019. 
Boat Ramp/Inspection Station hours are currently 5:00am – 11:00pm.  
Lake Pueblo State Park 

 
Trinidad Lake State Park 
As of 5/10/2019, the lake is at 783 surface acres with a surface elevation of 6189.16. Boaters are having excellent success 
catching trout. Trolling with worms or spinners seems to be the go to rig. Only a few reports of walleye caught in the shallow 
areas. The walleye fishing should continue to improve as the water warms. Water clarity is slightly off color due to recent 
snow melt and rain. The boat ramp is open, inspection hours are from 8:00am to 4:00pm daily. If there is not an inspector at 
the ramp, please call the ranger cell phone numbers at 719-859-0480 or 719-989-7194 or the visitor center at 719-846-6951 
from 8:00am to 4:00pm. 
Trinidad Lake 
 

Turks Pond State Wildlife Area 
As of 5/15/2019, water is off colored and murky green due to an algae bloom. Fishing for stocker trout has been good using 
PowerBait and small spoons and spinners. Channel catfish are being caught on nightcrawlers and stink baits. They tend to be 
on the small side but bigger fish are occasionally caught. Bullheads are being caught on night crawlers and chicken 
livers. Crappie, wiper, bass, and bluegill fishing has been slow due to the murky water. 
Turks Pond SWA 
 

https://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/Parks/lakepueblo
http://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/parks/LakePueblo/Pages/default.aspx
https://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=665
https://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/Parks/JohnMartinReservoir
https://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/Parks/JohnMartinReservoir
https://www.ci.lamar.co.us/index.asp?SEC=5A4CE08F-1370-49B9-A876-115A0CB244FC&Type=B_BASIC
https://www.ci.lamar.co.us/index.asp?SEC=5A4CE08F-1370-49B9-A876-115A0CB244FC&Type=B_BASIC
https://cpw.state.co.us/Documents/RulesRegs/Brochure/fishing.pdf
https://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/Parks/lakepueblo
https://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/Parks/lakepueblo
http://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/parks/TrinidadLake/Pages/default.aspx
http://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/parks/TrinidadLake/Pages/default.aspx
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=670
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=670


 
 COLORADO PARKS & WILDLIFE ▪ 1313 Sherman St., Denver, CO 80203 ▪ (303) 297-1192 ▪ cpw.state.co.us 

Two Buttes State Wildlife Area 
As of 5/15/2019, Water level has continued to drop. Launching boats on the south boat ramp is still possible and having a 
4WD vehicle is encouraged. Beware of unmarked underwater hazards if you are boating. Bass fishing has been good on a 
variety of baits including lizards and twister tail grubs fished on the bottom. Look for topwater action to pick up as the year 
progresses. Saugeye are being caught around the lake on grubs and worms. Most are in the 12 to 16 inch range with larger 
ones over 5 pounds occasionally caught. Channel catfish have been biting on worms and chicken livers fished on or near the 
bottom. Good numbers of fish in the 16 to 24 inch range are common. Small crappie are biting around the lake too. Most are 
5 to 7 inches with an occasional bigger fish caught. There are some large bluegill and green sunfish that are available and can 
be caught on flies or worms under a bobber. 
Turks Pond SWA 
 

Conditions Report - Northwest Colorado 

  

Blue River – Silverthorne 

As of 5/14/2019, the flows have stabilized near 400cfs. This is making the fishing tough because the water gets much more 
technical to read and fish with a dead drift. One thing that benefits anglers with increased flows is breaking insects loose 
from the substrate which a lot of the times can influence feeding behavior making the bite windows longer. With slightly off 
colored water anglers are also able to get away with slightly thicker tippet and still not risk spooking fish. 
Flows: 398 CFS (5/14/2019)  
Blue River 
 
Colorado River – Near Kremmling  

As of 5/14/2019, water temperatures are on the rise! Flows are slowly decreasing after a heavy bump a few weeks ago. Fly 
anglers have reported success with stonefly nymphs as well as some midges. Spin casting anglers have continued to report 
success catching Browns on smaller jerk baits fished slowly in the current or some smaller in-line spinners during the 
warmest parts of the day when the fish are most active. The recent flows have fish focused on the smaller pockets of slack 
water behind rocks or in eddies. Anglers are having the most success targeting these areas specifically. 
Flows: 940 CFS (5/14/2019)  
Colorado River  
 
Green Mountain Reservoir 
As of 5/14/2019, the lake trout fishing has been fair with most fish being caught in the range of 40 to 50 feet of water. The 
larger lake trout are still staying a bit shallower and feeding on the trout that are also shallower. Fishing for trout has been 
fair using a wide variety of baits and lures. 
Green Mountain Reservoir 
 
Lake Granby 
As of 5/15/2019, anglers are having success catching lake trout both from shore and in boats. The Stillwater Boat Ramp is 
open to launching with ANS Inspectors available from 6:00am to 8:00pm daily. Anglers having success are using tube jigs 
fished in about 30 to 40 feet of water. It seems tipping the jig with a small piece of sucker meat has also helped catch a few 
more fish than without the sucker meat. Most fish being caught are 20 inches or less with a few nicer ones being landed. 
Lake Granby 
 
Stagecoach Reservoir 
As of 5/17/2019, ANS Inspection hours changed to 7:00am to 8:00pm Sunday through Thursday and 7:00am to 9:00pm Friday 
and Saturday. Water temperatures are in the high 40s to low 50s which means the fish are increasing in activity and feeding. 
Anglers fishing for pike have had success in the shallows around new weed growth that the pike use for spawning habitat as 
well as ambush hunting. Rainbow trout have been caught throughout various locations using gold colored spoons or in-line 
spinners. 
Stagecoach Reservoir 
 

Vega Reservoir 

As of 5/4/2019 the Island boat ramp is open at this time. Early Settlers boat ramp will open when water levels allow. Oak 
Point boat ramp will remain closed this summer. All boats must be inspected prior to launching. The ANS inspection station 
and entrance gate open at 8:00am and close at 3:30pm daily. If you have a valid pre-inspection receipt and seal then you 
may launch prior to 8:00am. The Visitor Center is open 7 days a week from 8:00am to 4:00pm. 
Vega State Park 
 

 

http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=670
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=670
https://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=665
https://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=665
https://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=665
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=38
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=38
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=37
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=362
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=362
http://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/Parks/vega
http://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/Parks/vega
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Conditions Report - Southwest Colorado 

  

Blue Mesa Reservoir 
As of 5/16/2019, the water level is rising quickly, the reservoir’s surface elevation has increased 11 feet over the last two 
weeks. With that being said there is a lot of floating debris that anglers should be cautious of. The reservoir is open for 
boating, boat inspection hours are 6:00am to 8:00pm 7 days a week, launching will be available at the Elk Creek Boat Ramp 
as well as the Lake Fork Boat Ramp. Anglers are reporting success from shore catching trout in the warmer water shallow on 
marabou jigs. Lake trout action has been slower than expected with a few smaller fish being caught. For more information 
contact Curecanti National Recreation Area at 970-641-2337. 
Blue Mesa Reservoir 

 
Crawford Reservoir 
As of 5/17/2019, we have had many anglers, both shore fishing and fishing from boats. They have reported catching pike and 

largemouth bass. Jerk baits have been used for both pike and bass. There have also been a number of bass caught on tube 
jigs or lipless crankbaits. Remember that there is a lake specific limit on the bass. They must be 18 inches or larger to keep, 
and you can only keep ONE. Statewide limits pertain to all other species. 
Crawford State Park 

 
Gunnison River – near Gunnison  

As of 5/14/2019, flows are above average for this time of year which can make fishing somewhat difficult. This time of year 
the fish are likely to be holding in eddies and slower moving water just off the main current. Anglers having success are 
focusing their efforts there. San Juan Worms and some smaller stonefly patterns have been producing fish. With the higher 
flows some anglers have also been having success catching the more active fish using streamer patterns. 
Flows: 2100 CFS (5/14/2019) 
Gunnison River 
 

Navajo Reservoir 
As of 5/10/2019, the lake level is 6045.12 and the water temperature at the boat ramp in Arboles is approximately 
48 degrees. Water temp at Bancos is 54. The boat ramp is now open daily, and we believe the mud issues have been 
resolved due to higher water levels. Be careful because there is a lot of debris in the lake due to run-off. There have been a 
few catfish, pike and bass caught recently. Fishing seems to be better further south where the lake is a little 
clearer. Crappie are biting in Bancos. 
Navajo State Park 

 
Taylor Park Reservoir 
As of 5/14/2019, ice is still present on the reservoir but is quickly braking up and pulling away from shores. The inlets at 
the Taylor River, Texas Creek, and Willow Creek are starting to have a decent amount of open water however at this time 
access to the water is tough. There have been no reports of fishing due to the tough access to the water however it is likely 
the access will improve over the next week. 
Taylor Park Reservoir 
 
Taylor River – Below Taylor Park Reservoir  

As of 5/14/2019, flows out of Taylor Park Reservoir have nearly doubled in the past week. Fishing remains good however as 
the higher flows have the fish a bit more concentrated in the slack water on the edges of seams or main current. Mysis 
Shrimp patterns have been good flies as well as a few reports of anglers catching fish on caddis larva nymphs. Anglers are 
still using relatively light tippet such as 6x in an attempt not to spook fish. 
Flows: 457 CFS (5/14/2019) 
Taylor River 
 

 
 
 
 
 

http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=152
https://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/Parks/crawford
https://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/Parks/crawford
https://cpw.state.co.us/thingstodo/Fishery%20Survey%20Summaries/GunnisonRiveratGunnison.pdf
https://cpw.state.co.us/thingstodo/Fishery%20Survey%20Summaries/GunnisonRiveratGunnison.pdf
https://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/parks/Navajo/Pages/default.aspx
https://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/parks/Navajo/Pages/default.aspx
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=104
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=104
https://cpw.state.co.us/thingstodo/Fishery%20Survey%20Summaries/TaylorRiverbelowTaylorParkRes.pdf
https://cpw.state.co.us/thingstodo/Fishery%20Survey%20Summaries/TaylorRiverbelowTaylorParkRes.pdf
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Conditions Report – Statewide  

 
With the recent precipitation and warmer weather patterns we have seen flows on most of the rivers, creeks, and streams 
across the state have increased substantially over the last week. There are some waterways that were flowing really low 
that have benefited from the bump in flows while others are becoming tough to fish. Anglers are encouraged to check the 
most up to date flow data before planning an outing. Smaller streams on the Front Range are still flowing at near optimal 
rates and the fishing has been consistent as we continue deeper into the spring. Other waterways such as waters in the 
southwest corner of the state are really starting to get high flows that can make wading and fishing very difficult and 
sometimes dangerous. With increased snowpack compared to this time last year runoff season is expected to last for quite 
some time with consistent high flow rates. Another good option this time of year is to look towards tailwaters as places to 
fish that may be flowing at a more manageable rate due to the dams being able to control outflow. 

 
 
Tip of the Week 

 
Landing a big fish on shore 
 
One of the most challenging aspects to fishing from shore can be landing a large fish when you finally hook into one. That is 
why it is always good to be as prepared as possible to land a big fish in any situation. One good strategy to make landing fish 
on shore possible is to always be thinking and planning ahead when choosing where to fish. It is always best to have a 
location where you would land the fish in mind ahead of time. For example a nice smooth access to shore adjacent to where 
you are fishing. This eliminates the challenge associated with trying to land a fish from up on a rock or somewhere where 
there is uneven footing. Another huge benefit to having a plan in place to land the fish is if you intend to release your 
trophy fish the quicker it is landed with care the more likely the fish will survive and be ready to be released. To add to this 
point it is also important not to drag the fish through rocks or sand up onto shore because the particles of rock or sand can 
migrate into this fishes gills and greatly increase the chances the fish will not survive. Keep this in mind and be better 
prepared to land the fish of a lifetime! 
 
Have a suggestion or request? 
Email us at dnr_fish.reporter@state.co.us 
We would love to hear back from our subscribers regarding fishing reports, tips, and requests of material you would like to 
start seeing more of. Any useful feedback helps us make our fishing reports a “go to” resource for anglers fishing Colorado’s 
waters. 
******************************************************************************************************************************************************** 
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