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News and Information 
 
Fly-Fishing 101 
Saturday, May 19, 10:00am to 12:30pm join volunteer naturalist Ken to learn the ins and outs of fly-fishing, including 
tying flies, life cycle changes, and the art of casting with a fly fishing rod. There will be both an indoor and outdoor 
portion of this program. 

 
27th Annual Arkansas River Cleanup-Greenup 
Saturday, May 19, there will be fun for the whole family at many Colorado Parks and Wildlife state parks as they 
celebrate Colorado Public Lands Day. State Parks in the Southeast region have a variety of events planned including a 
volunteer cleanup-greenup of the Arkansas River at Arkansas Headwaters Recreation Area. 

 
Get Out and Celebrate Colorado Public Lands Day on May 19 
Colorado Public Lands Day is a unique annual opportunity to give back to our lands and unify communities across the 
state. With various events being held at some State Parks this is the perfect time to get out and enjoy what Colorado 
Public Lands have to offer. 
 

If you’re a little fish living in Harvey Gap Reservoir, your life expectancy may be going up 
Artificial trees have been placed throughout Harvey Gap Reservoir in order to provide habitat and shelter for many 
fish species. These artificial structures will help with survival of smaller fish as a place to escape larger predatory fish 
in the reservoir. 
 

Colorado Parks and Wildlife celebrates Gov. Hickenlooper’s Decision to sign into law the 
Hunting, Fishing and Parks for Future Generations Act 
The law, signed by the governor May 4th, grants the Colorado parks and Wildlife Commission authority to enact 
modest increases to state park entrance fees. In addition, prices for in-state hunting and fishing licenses are 
anticipated to go up in 2019. The new revenue will allow CPW to address projected funding shortfalls of $30 million 
annually for wildlife and $11 million annually for parks by 2025. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Now you can take the #ColoradoOutdoors anywhere. Follow us on @instagram @coparkswildlife!  
http://instagram.com/coparkswildlife  
 

 
 
Check out our CPW community on Facebook. Colorado anglers can “like" the CPW Facebook page to get tips, share 
stories and more. If you love the outdoors, this is the place to be. Before you head out, head for 
facebook.com/ColoradoParksandWildlife/. 
  

 
Fish with us on Twitter  
Colorado anglers can get updates directly from CPW on Twitter. Follow @COParksWildlife.  

 

http://cpw.state.co.us/aboutus/pages/calendar.aspx?calid=6970
http://cpw.state.co.us/Lists/News%20Releases/DispForm.aspx?ID=6497&RootFolder=%2FLists%2FNews%20Releases&Source=http%3A%2F%2Fcpw%2Estate%2Eco%2Eus%2Fthingstodo%2FPages%2FFishing-Events%2Easpx
http://cpw.state.co.us/aboutus/Pages/News-Release-Details.aspx?NewsID=6484
http://cpw.state.co.us/Lists/News%20Releases/DispForm.aspx?ID=6495&RootFolder=%2FLists%2FNews%20Releases&Source=http%3A%2F%2Fcpw%2Estate%2Eco%2Eus%2Fthingstodo%2FPages%2FFishing-Events%2Easpx
http://cpw.state.co.us/aboutus/Pages/News-Release-Details.aspx?NewsID=6489
https://twitter.com/hashtag/ColoradoOutdoors?src=hash
https://twitter.com/instagram
https://twitter.com/COParksWildlife
http://t.co/wGKzBLGenq
http://www.facebook.com/cpwfishing
http://twitter.com/COParksWildlife
http://twitter.com/CPWfish
http://www.facebook.com/cpwfishing
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Stocking Report  

 

Body of Water Region Report Date 

Poudre River Northeast 5/7/2018 

Prospect Park Lake North Northeast 5/7/2018 

St Vrain State Park Sandpiper Northeast 5/7/2018 

Thomas Reservoir  Northeast 5/7/2018 

Webster Lake Northeast 5/7/2018 

Twin Lakes Southeast 5/7/2018 

Wetherill Pond  Southwest 5/7/2018 

Boxelder Lake #3 Northeast 5/8/2018 

Douglas Reservoir  Northeast 5/8/2018 

Standley Lake  Northeast 5/8/2018 

Waneka Lake Northeast 5/8/2018 

DeWeese Reservoir Southeast 5/8/2018 

Smith Reservoir  Southwest 5/8/2018 

Stabilization Reservoir  Southwest 5/8/2018 

Cottonwood Lake  Southeast 5/9/2018 

Monument Reservoir Southeast 5/9/2018 

North Lake  Southeast 5/9/2018 

Sands Lake  Southeast 5/9/2018 

Willow Springs Pond #1 Southeast 5/9/2018 

Arvada Reservoir  Northeast 5/10/2018 

Bear Creek Reservoir Northeast 5/10/2018 

Centennial Park Lake  Northeast 5/10/2018 

Kriley Pond  Northeast 5/10/2018 

North Michigan Reservoir  Northeast 5/10/2018 

Sloans Lake  Northeast 5/10/2018 

Slough Pond  Northeast 5/10/2018 

Harvey Gap Reservoir  Northwest 5/10/2018 

http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=658
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=215
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=234
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=319
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=572
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=741
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=588
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=191
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=563
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=410
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=541
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=33
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=749
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=484
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=415
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=164
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=43
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=187
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=320
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=63
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=206
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=248
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=56
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=517
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=249
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=342
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Body of Water Region Report Date 

Parachute Pond  Northwest 5/10/2018 

Rifle Lions Pond  Northwest 5/10/2018 

Bear Lake  Southeast 5/10/2018 

Blue Lake  Southeast 5/10/2018 

Brush Hollow Reservoir  Southeast 5/10/2018 

Rosemont Reservoir  Southeast 5/10/2018 

Cherry Creek Reservoir Northeast 5/11/2018 

Flatiron Reservoir  Northeast 5/11/2018 

Lon Hagler Reservoir Northeast 5/11/2018 

North Michigan Reservoir Northeast 5/11/2018 

Casey Pond Northwest 5/11/2018 

Pathfinder Park Pond Southeast 5/11/2018 

Haviland Lake Southwest 5/11/2018 

 
  

http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=675
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=78
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=740
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=739
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=380
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=640
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=315
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=79
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=450
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=56
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=18
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=65
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=641
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Catch of the Week 

 
 

Dan with a 15.5 inch crappie caught at Adobe Creek Reservoir on a jig with a white Mister Twister grub, the fish was 
released for the next angler to catch! 

 
Have a fish you're proud of? Share your photo 

Conditions Report – Metro 
 
Aurora Reservoir 
This 762-acre impoundment is located off of E. Quincy Avenue, two miles east of E-470. As of 5/17/2018 Water temp is 55 
degrees. Trout fishing from shore has started to pick up. Reports of trout being caught using PowerBait and crawlers from 
the dam and open areas along the shoreline. Walleye action from shore is slow. Some reports from boaters catching walleye 
using jigs tipped with artificial baits and jerkbaits. A few reports of smallmouth bass being caught using jigs. Restricted to 
electric motors only. For more information call 303-326-8425. Park hours May 5:30am-9:00pm. 
Aurora Reservoir 
 

Chatfield Reservoir 
This 1,356 impoundment is located in Chatfield State Park, as of 5/16/2018 water temperature is in the lower 60’s and 
increasing. Walleye fishing has been getting better, the low light periods of the day are still producing the best. Some 
fisherman are reporting decent success catching walleyes on shallow structure using jigs with nightcrawlers. Trout have 
been caught using a variety of baits from shore. Smallmouth Bass have also been active along rocky shores in the lake with 
fish being caught on various presentations. Jerkbaits and scented plastics have been good producers for smallmouth bass. 
Please note that due to the Chatfield Reallocation construction fishing access from the west side of the park (Eagle 
Cove – Kingfisher) is closed. Please access the lake from the east side of the reservoir.  
Chatfield State Park 
 

Cherry Creek 
This 881-acre impoundment is located in Cherry Creek State Park, in Aurora. There are two entrances to the park, the east 
entrance off S. Dayton St. and the west entrance off S. Parker Rd. As of 5/17/2018 walleye fishing is continuing to be good 
as the fish are starting to be more concentrated in schools on the shallow structures of the lake. Fishing for trout has been 
productive both from shore or boat using many different techniques. 
Cherry Creek State Park 

 
Quincy Reservoir 
As of 5/17/2018 bass fishing is good as the fish move up shallow and are actively feeding in preparation for the spawn. 
Reports of bass being seen in shallow water. Reports from boaters and shore anglers using jigs, jerk baits and crawdad soft 
plastics fished slowly. Trout fishing is fair to good using spoons and spinners and flies. Fly fishermen have been reporting 
success in the evening. Park Hours for May 5:30am-9:00pm. Restricted to artificial flies and lures only. Electric motors only 
and hand launched watercraft only-trailers and vehicles prohibited in the water. For more information call 303-326-8424.  
Quincy Reservoir 
 
 
 

mailto:dnr_fish.reporter@state.co.us?subject=Catch%20of%20the%20Week
http://cpw.state.co.us/thingstodo/Fishery%20Survey%20Summaries/AuroraReservoir.pdf#search=aurora%20reservoir
http://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/Parks/Chatfield
http://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/Parks/cherrycreek
http://cpw.state.co.us/thingstodo/Fishery%20Survey%20Summaries/QuincyReservoir.pdf#search=quincy


 
 COLORADO PARKS & WILDLIFE ▪ 1313 Sherman St., Denver, CO 80203 ▪ (303) 297-1192 ▪ cpw.state.co.us 

Conditions Report - Northeast Colorado 

 

Barr Lake 
As of 5/14/2018 water temps continue to rise and the water level remains steady. Walleye have been steady, and the trout 
are continuing to bite from shore. Wipers are starting to become more active as well. Carp are still congregating in the 
shallows, making them easy targets! Please remember fishing is not allowed in the canals surrounding the lake. 
Barr Lake State Park 
 

Bear Creek Reservoir 
As of 5/14/2018 water temps continue to rise and the water level remains steady. Fishing for smallmouth bass has been 
good along the dam. Fishing for trout is good all throughout the lake using PowerBait and nightcrawlers. There have been 
few reports of saugeye being caught. Reminder, this is a city of Lakewood Park, a state parks pass is not valid at this park. 
Bear Creek Reservoir 

 
Boyd Lake 
Aquatic Nuisance Species Inspection hours for the month of May are 6:00 am-10:00 pm daily. As of 5/14/2018 water 
temperatures are in the low 60’s fishing has been good for trout using traditional baits all over the lake. White Bass fishing 
has started to pick up with quite a few fish being caught. Anglers are starting to report success with crappie fishing as well. 
Bass fishing is getting better, jerkbaits for Smallmouth and lipless crankbaits or spinnerbaits for Largemouth. Reminder - No 
fishing from marina slips or docks (next to is okay but can't use them in any way. PLEASE NOTE: Any live fish collected for 
use as bait may only be used in the same body of water from which they were collected. All live bait/fish from a 
commercial source and transported by anglers must at all times be accompanied by a receipt for the source. See 
the Colorado Fishing Regulations for further clarification and information. 
Boyd Lake 

 

Clear Creek 
As of 5/18/2018 due to recent rain flows have increased to 516 CFS at Golden with visibility beginning to be affected by 
increasing flows. Fishing has been fair for browns, rainbows, and cutthroats using Stimulators, Griffith’s Gnat, Midges, 
Pheasant Tails, and Prince Nymphs in black or dark colors. As we approach summer dry flies have begun to produce fish, 
Blue Wing Olive patterns have been the most productive. 
Clear Creek 
 

Eleven Mile Reservoir 
As of 5/17/2018 the trout fishing continues to be very good with various lures both from shore and boats. Anglers are 
reporting many catches in the 3 to 6 pound range. Anglers are also reporting some success with Kokanee Salmon fishing 
deeper. There have also been a few pike reported in the shallower sections of the reservoir. The pike fishing is expected to 
get better later into the year. 
Eleven Mile State Park 
 

Horsetooth Reservoir 
As of 5/17/2018 the Inlet Bay and South Bay ramps are open to boating 6:00 am- 10:00 pm seven days a week. With water 
temperatures above 50 degrees fishing for walleyes and smallmouth bass has been getting better, expect to find the 
smallmouth along rock faces with jerk baits being a good bait. Anglers have reported catching both walleye and smallmouth 
using the same presentations. Fishing from shore can also be successful from the many rocky points along the reservoir. 
Horsetooth Reservoir 
 

Jackson Reservoir 
This 2,967 acre reservoir is located approximately 32 miles east of Greeley and 10 miles north of Wiggins. As of 5/12/2018 
lake level is full. Surface water temperature is approximately 60 degrees. We are open to boating. Fishing has been fair 
to good for crappie, wiper and walleye. For up-to-date fishing conditions contact the park directly at 970-645-2551. 
Jackson Lake State Parks 

 
North Sterling 
As of 5/16/2018, fishing is good for all species. As the spring progresses to summer anglers are reporting more success with 
the crappie as well as walleye. Carp are also very active as the spawn begins to progress. The Reservoir is OPEN to 
BOATING. The Inlet is ON and the Outlet is OFF.  
North Sterling State Park 

 
 
 

http://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/parks/barrlake/Pages/default.aspx
http://cpw.state.co.us/thingstodo/Fishery%20Survey%20Summaries/BearCreekReservoir.pdf#search=bear%20creek%20lake
http://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/parks/boydlake/Pages/default.aspx
http://cpw.state.co.us/thingstodo/Fishery%20Survey%20Summaries/ClearCreek.pdf#search=clear%20creek
http://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/Parks/ElevenMile
http://cpw.state.co.us/thingstodo/Fishery%20Survey%20Summaries/HorsetoothReservoir.pdf#search=horsetooth%20reservoir
http://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/parks/jacksonlake
http://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/parks/NorthSterling/Pages/default.aspx
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Spinney Mountain Reservoir 
As of 5/17/2018, water temperatures are slowly rising and the fishing is continuing to pick up. Reports from anglers are 
that the pike are becoming very active with many nice fish being caught. Fishing from shore has also been good for fly 
fishers targeting the large trout this reservoir is known for. Fly fisherman have had success using scud flies and other 
fisherman have been successful using casting spoons. 
Spinney Mountain State Park 
 

St. Vrain  
There are 11 fishable ponds at St. Vrain that are stocked on a regular basis. Bald Eagle Pond is artificial flies and lures 
only. Bald Eagle Pond and Blue Heron Reservoir are trophy bass fisheries: all bass caught on these 2 ponds must be 
immediately returned to the water! Only 1 catfish in your standard bag and possession limit can exceed 20 inches on Blue 
Heron Reservoir. Blue Heron has been producing some good sized Black Crappie, Largemouth Bass, and Saugeye on jigs and 
lures. Trout fishing is very productive in spring and fall depending on stocking. Stocked trout are only 8-10 inches in length 
and we do not recommend keeping them until they have matured and are of a healthy size: around 12-24 inches. 
Overfishing these waters results in smaller, less productive populations. 
St. Vrain State Park 
 

Conditions Report - Southeast Colorado 

 
Arkansas River 
May 16th - Upper River: Hayden Meadows is seeing the effects of early season runoff entering the stream, as the limited 
low/mid-elevation snow begins to melt in a daily cycle. With slightly cooler temperatures the past few days, clarity has 
imporved immensely on the upper river, and Hayden Meadows looks really good in the afternoon. Below the confluence 
with Lake Creek, the river picks up about 650 cfs from the reservoir outflow (clear water!) which helps to stabilize clarity 
through Granite a little, but as flows down the main stem continue to rise, scouring along the edges will keep the river off-
color in the northern region. From now on, focus with larger, dark fly patterns along the edges and thoroughly probe the 
slower water where fish will hold to find relief from the increasing flows. Think streamers and stoneflies! 
 
May 16th- Middle River: The middle basin is stained due to an increase in flows from releases out of Twin Lakes and early 
low/mid-elevation snow melting into some of our tributaries (Chalk and Cottonwood, specifically). Despite the 
discoloration, the edges and pocket water maintain about 1-2' of visibility, and Chalk Creek is fairly clear this morning. 
Fisherman's Bridge had about 2.5' of visibility along the edges this morning. Fish are moving towards the edges and pockets 
to find relief from the flows, and will look to intercept both migrating and dislodged food in the soft water in the shallows. 
 
Caddis larva and pupa in the morning and mid-day are productive trailing behind a dark stonefly nymph. Dark streamers will 
also move the more aggressive fish, as brown trout fry are now on the menu.  
 
May 16th - Below Salida: Flows today are nearly 1,600 cfs at Wellsville, and we're back to about 1' visibility along the 
edges. The increases in outflow from Twin Lakes the past two weeks have scoured the edges of the river with each 
adjustment in flow, and now we are seeing effects of some snowmelt on the South Arkansas and other tributaries to add to 
the mix. The river towards Buena Vista is in better shape today, with maybe 2-3' of visibility. The upper river from Buena 
Vista to Leadville has your best clarity, typically about 2-3' visibility in the afternoons. If you're fishing around Salida, don't 
step where you cannot see the riverbed beneath you, and focus on thoroughly working the soft/quiet edge water with dark 
patterns like streamers and stonefly nymphs. Fish will still feed if you can find them! 
 
Today's snowmelt on streams like the South Arkansas, Chalk, and Cottonwoon is coming from some of the remaining low 
elevation snow, which is extremely vulnerable to these warm, sunny days this early in the spring. As we burn through some 
of this snow this week, day by day is a roll of the dice to understand where the best opportunities will be. In general, we'll 
be recommending fishermen look further to the north to the river in the middle and upper basins to get above some of the 
tributaries that are adding to the discoloration. 
Arkansas Headwaters Recreation Area 

 
Lake Pueblo 
As of 5/14/2018 Things are heating up on the big desert reservoir. Surface temperature is around 55-60 degrees at various 
locations on the lake. Walleye are all the talk at this time of year. Fishermen are having success using a variety of methods. 
Jerkbaits and crankbaits will yield success, as well as jigs. Bass are also starting to show their faces after their winter 
slumber. Some bass are being caught on jerkbaits and crankbaits as well as plastics. Both boat ramps are open at this time. 
Summer hours are in effect, ramps open at 5 AM and close at 11 PM.  
Lake Pueblo 
 

 

http://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/Parks/spinneymountain
http://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/parks/StVrain/Pages/default.aspx
http://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/Parks/ArkansasHeadwatersRecreationArea
http://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/parks/LakePueblo/Pages/default.aspx
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John Martin Reservoir 

John Martin Reservoir offers many types of warm-water fish. As of 5/16/2018 now that we are in the prime fishing time of 
the year for this reservoir fishing has been good for crappie, saugeye and wiper. Anglers from all over the country come to 
John Martin Reservoir mid-summer to fish for bass and wiper. Late-night anglers will find channel catfish and walleye all 
summer long. Bluegill and drum are found throughout the seasons as well. Fall usually brings another run of crappie and 
wiper. 
John Martin Reservoir State Park 

 
Lathrop 
As of 5/15/2018 anglers have reported success with smallmouth bass recently. Anglers have reported some success catching 
catfish using worms. The surface temperature of Horseshoe Lake is about 50 degrees. Visitors have reported less success in 
Horseshoe, but some smaller trout are being caught. Variations of PowerBait including rainbow and cheese styles have been 
used to catch fish recently.  
Lathrop State Park 
 

Trinidad Reservoir 

The lake is at 1010 surface acres with a surface elevation of 6205.79 feet. Shore anglers are catching trout on homemade 
dough bait and PowerBait (green color) all along south shore and Reilly Canyon. Some trout have also been caught using 
smaller spoons or in-line spinners. As of 5/15/2018 anglers have started to report some success catching walleye on various 
presentations including crankbaits. Boating is open for the season. Please be advised that all boats must be inspected prior 
to launching. 
Trinidad Lake State Park 
 
 

Conditions Report - Northwest Colorado  
 
Delaney Buttes Lakes 
As of 5/15/2018 The Delaney’s have been fishing well with many active fish and anglers reporting success. South Delaney 
reporting sizable rainbows and North Delaney reporting great action on the browns. Anglers are reporting success on small 
in-line spinners and flies. 
Delaney Buttes Lakes SWA 
 

Elkhead Reservoir 
As of 5/8/2018 fishing at Elkhead is slow currently with anglers reporting catching bass and pike, things will pick-up as the 
water clears up. Keep in mind at the NORTH EAST ACCESS Pre inspection is required for all non-exempt hand launched 
vessels. You are required to have a seal and receipt to launch. Exempt vessels are: Kayaks, Canoes, Rafts, Belly Boats, 
Windsurfers (paddle boards), Sailboards, foldable plastic boats, float tubes and inner tubes.  
Elkhead Reservoir State Park 
 

Harvey Gap Reservoir 

As of 5/13/2018, perch of all sizes along with some pike and trout are reported being caught. Anglers are reporting that 
worms are working well for the perch and trout with the pike being caught on lures. Special fishing regulations at Harvey 
Gap Reservoir include a minimum size of 15 inches for largemouth bass and a bag and possession limit of 2 for channel 
catfish. Standard bag and possession limits apply for all other species. Bag and possession limits for smallmouth bass and 
northern Pike are unlimited. PLEASE MAKE SURE YOU CAN DISTINGUISH TIGER MUSKIE FROM NORTHERN PIKE. ALL TIGER 
MUSKIE LESS THAN 36 INCHES MUST BE RELEASED ALIVE. For more information regarding tiger muskie, please contact CPW 
Area Aquatic Biologist Ben Felt at benjamin.felt@state.co.us. Anglers may contact Harvey Gap/Rifle Gap State Park, Phone: 
970-625-1607 for updates on fishing conditions. 
Harvey Gap Reservoir 
 

Highline Lake/Mack Mesa Lake 

Highline Lake was stocked with rainbow trout in early February as well as early and mid-March so fishing should be good. 
Mesa was also stocked with rainbow trout in early February and early and mid-March so fishing should be good. Highline and 
Mack Mesa were both stocked with 800 12 inch trout and another 1,000 in early March. Highline Lake and Mack Mesa are 
both open for boating. Please stop at the Visitor Center at the East Entrance or call 970-858-7208 to request an ANS 
inspection before launching. Anglers may contact Highline State Park for updates on fishing conditions.  
Highline State Park 

 
 
 

http://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/parks/JohnMartinReservoir/Pages/default.aspx
http://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/parks/Lathrop/Pages/default.aspx
http://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/parks/TrinidadLake/Pages/default.aspx
http://cpw.state.co.us/learn/Maps/DelaneyButteLakesSWA_geo.pdf#search=delaney
http://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/parks/ElkheadReservoir/Pages/default.aspx
http://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/Parks/harveygap
http://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/Parks/highlinelake
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James M. Rob 
As of 5/13/2018 fishing has been good using any kind of bait or flies. All lakes were stocked at the beginning of April. 
James M. Robb 
 

Lake John 

As of 5/15/2018 fishing is still active here at Lake John. Sizes are varying a lot though, some anglers only reporting 10-12 
inch fish and others reporting 19-21 inch fish regularly. From the pictures you can see the variance. Nightcrawlers, garlic 
PowerBait, Kastmasters and bait shrimp are doing well. 
Lake John SWA 
 

Rifle Gap Reservoir 
As of 5/2/2018 Pike and trout are being caught throughout the lake. A few bass and walleye are also being caught near the 
dam. Special fishing regulations at Rifle Gap Reservoir include a bag and possession limit of 1 walleye 18 inches or greater; 
bag and possession limit for yellow perch is 20. 
Rifle Gap State Park 
 

Steamboat Lake 
As of 5/1/2018 creeks are open and flowing but water temperatures are still cold. The ice has pulled back from the 
shoreline. 
Steamboat Lake State Park 

 
Vega 
As of 5/13/2018, shore fishing is excellent at this time. PowerBait and spinners have been reported as the most successful 

bait at this time. The Island boat ramp is open. Don't forget to stop at the entrance and have your boat inspected prior to 
launching. The ANS inspection station is open from 6:00 a.m. to 8:30 p.m. 7 days a week. 
Vega State Park 
 

Conditions Report - Southwest Colorado 
 
Blue Mesa Reservoir 
This 8,900 acre reservoir is located west of Gunnison. As of 5/17/2018, Trout fishing has been decreasing as the water 
temperatures warm and the fish transition deeper into the water column. Kokanee Salmon fishing has been good 20 to 50 
feet below the surface. Lake trout fishing continues getting better and better, some anglers are reporting large fish being 
caught and released. Trolling seems to be the most productive currently for Kokanee and the few trout being caught. 
Anglers can check on current conditions and boat ramp inspection schedules by contacting Curecanti National Recreation 
Area at (970-641-2337). 
Blue Mesa Reservoir 
 

Crawford 

As of 5/15/2018 Water temps are in the mid 50's. We have had reports of perch, crappie, trout and pike being caught 
recently. 
Crawford State Park 
 

Mancos 

As of 5/15/2018, The lake is open water and has been stocked with thousands of rainbow trout this spring. Additional 
stockings will occur through the summer. Mancos is a great place for consistent action from trout and yellow perch. Most of 
the trout action is from 10-12 inch fish, but there's very good opportunity at an 18-20 inch trout and a few 12 inch-plus 
perch. Great opportunity for kids to catch fish. Most anglers are finding success with bait (PowerBait, eggs, and crawlers) 
fishing just off bottom or under a slip bobber. For a chance at the yellow perch and trout, a small jig fished under a bobber 
on a long leader and tipped with a piece of worm is a good bet. Casting or trolling typical in-line spinners (Panther Martins, 
Mepps) from boats is another approach at the trout. Hand-launchable boats (non-motorized kayaks, canoes, belly boats, 
etc) are a great way to fish the lake in this off-season.  
Mancos State Park 
 

 
 
 
 
 

http://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/parks/JamesMRobbColoradoRiver/Pages/default.aspx
http://cpw.state.co.us/learn/Maps/LakeJohn_RichardSWA_geo.pdf
http://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/Parks/riflegap
http://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/parks/SteamboatLake/Pages/default.aspx
http://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/parks/SteamboatLake/Pages/default.aspx
http://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/parks/Vega/Pages/default.aspx
http://cpw.state.co.us/thingstodo/Fishery%20Survey%20Summaries/BlueMesaReservoir.pdf#search=blue%20mesa%20reservoir
http://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/parks/Crawford/Pages/default.aspx
http://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/parks/Mancos/Pages/default.aspx
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Navajo Reservoir 
As of 5/15/2018 fishing is getting better every day as the water temperatures continue to rise. Crappie fishing is good early 
in the morning. Some Smallmouth Bass are being caught along with a few Pike. Jigs work well for the Crappie with John 
Deere green being a good choice. Tube jigs work well for the Smallmouth Bass and Pike. Another good lure for the pike are 

in-line spinners in large sizes. 
Navajo State Park 
 

Taylor Park Reservoir 
As of 5/17/2018 fishing has been great for pike with many large fish being caught both from shore and boats. Trout fishing 
has also been good using green PowerBait eggs from shore. Anglers are starting to report some lake trout being caught on 
sucker meat throughout the lake. Trolling the shallower sections of the lake has also been producing nice lake trout. 

Taylor Park Reservoir 
 
 

Conditions Report – Statewide 
 
Rivers and Creeks 
The recent rains have increased flows on the streams throughout the state. This extra moisture will surely get the substrate 
stirred up which can flush some of the larger insects and worms into the flow and the trout will surely be feeding heavily. 
This means anglers must use a bit larger and flashier presentations when fishing these conditions. The spawn beds from the 
Rainbows may still be active, so be cautious of redds when wading along the rivers. Fish diets in the early spring are made 
up primarily of midges and an assortment of small blue-winged olive nymphs and are occasionally supplemented by larger 
mayflies, annelids, trout eggs, stoneflies, and even caddis larva. Spring fishing typically consists of a lot of nymph fishing 
since the trout are not overly active due to the cold water temperatures, so try using stonefly nymphs and imitation 
midges. Remember that the hatches are becoming more frequent in the spring, so keep an eye for surface activity and do 
not hesitate to switch to a dry fly presentation, especially during the warmest parts of the day. It is also important to be 
mindful of your split shot usage. With the fish being sluggish, they aren’t going to divert too much energy for food, so 
making sure those flies drift directly in their path is important. Be sure not to use too much split shot though because the 
last thing you’ll want to do is to have to retrieve a snag in those cold waters. 
 
 
******************************************************************************************************************************************************** 
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http://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/parks/Navajo/Pages/default.aspx
http://cpw.state.co.us/thingstodo/Fishery%20Survey%20Summaries/TaylorParkReservoir.pdf
http://cpw.state.co.us/thingstodo/Fishery%20Survey%20Summaries/TaylorParkReservoir.pdf

