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News and Information  

 
Upcoming Fishing Tournaments and Events 
 
COVID-19 Update - 5/15/20 9:45 a.m. 
Colorado Parks and Wildlife campgrounds began opening at Colorado's state parks on Tuesday, May 12. There will be a 
phased approach to reopening our campgrounds. Agency staff are finalizing reopening plans with local partners for 
some parks, and ask visitors to state parks to remain flexible in their travel plans as we work with counties and local 
public health orders to open safely and cooperatively.  

• For commonly asked questions, including SWA camping, please review our Camping FAQ 
• For the schedule of planned openings, please see our May 12 press release. 

As camping becomes available, playgrounds, picnic areas, group areas, and yurts and cabins at Colorado's state parks 
remain closed until further notice. 
Colorado Parks and Wildlife visitor centers, service centers and all CPW offices are continuing to restrict access 
to the public. Restrictions and closures remain subject to change. 
 
Update 5/15/2020: Colorado counties, municipalities, and land management agencies continue to update their 
COVID-19 guidance including travel restrictions, road closures, and access limitations on a regular basis. Colorado Parks 
and Wildlife reminds anglers, hunters, and all other outdoor recreationists that it is your responsibility to research and 
understand the specific guidance, ordinances and restrictions in place for any planned local recreation - know before 
you go.  

• To see specific county health orders, visit: Colorado Counties Safer at Home Map 
• To see county fire restrictions, visit: Colorado Division of Homeland Security and Emergency Management Fire 

Bans and Danger Page 
 
Angler Incentives at Kenney Reservoir to Continue in 2020 
To control an illegal introduction of northern pike in Kenney Reservoir, CPW and the Rio Blanco Water Conservancy 
District are again teaming up to offer a $20 reward for each northern pike turned in between May 15 and November 30, 
2020. There is no limit on how much an angler can earn and there is no limit on the number of northern pike that you can 
catch and keep.   
 
CPW confident it has plenty of warm-water sport fish for anglers 
Thanks to a long-term commitment to spawning fish and aggressive trading of fish with other states, Colorado Parks and 
Wildlife aquatics officials say they have plenty of warm-water fish for anglers to pursue this summer. 
 
 

 

 Now you can take the #ColoradoOutdoors anywhere. Follow us on @instagram @coparkswildlife! 
http://instagram.com/coparkswildlife  
 

 

 Check out our CPW community on Facebook. Colorado anglers can “like" the CPW Facebook page to get 
tips, share stories and more. If you love the outdoors, this is the place to be. Before you head out, head 
for facebook.com/ColoradoParksandWildlife/. 
 

 

 Fish with us on Twitter 
Colorado anglers can get updates directly from CPW on Twitter. Follow @COParksWildlife. 
 

https://gdoc.pub/doc/e/2PACX-1vSVWKtlabZH9SAd5zdQeWaIpr-GCvUyEOinPezv_L_qamZJad0GmxMXxq9yTn2VWQOeOvEXO7GB6g1l#c.pub/doc/1iSMr4sCg-DwX5vAFffUDoYd-d4UT1hG9To06iNBALek%23?ts=5ebaa9a7
https://cpw.state.co.us/aboutus/Pages/News-Release-Details.aspx?NewsID=7362
http://counties.coloradogeodev.com/safer.html
http://www.coemergency.com/p/fire-bans-danger.html
http://www.coemergency.com/p/fire-bans-danger.html
https://www.colorado.gov/rbwcd
https://www.colorado.gov/rbwcd
https://cpw.state.co.us/aboutus/Pages/News-Release-Details.aspx?NewsID=7367
https://cpw.state.co.us/aboutus/Pages/News-Release-Details.aspx?NewsID=7365
https://twitter.com/hashtag/ColoradoOutdoors?src=hash
https://twitter.com/instagram
https://twitter.com/instagram
http://t.co/wGKzBLGenq
http://www.facebook.com/cpwfishing
http://twitter.com/COParksWildlife
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Stocking Report 
 

Body of Water Region Report Date 

St. Vrain Coot Pond Northeast 5/4/2020 

St. Vrain Sandpiper Pond Northeast 5/4/2020 

Sheldon Lake Northeast 5/4/2020 

North Lake Park Pond Northeast 5/4/2020 

Roberts Lake Northeast 5/5/2020 

Izaak Walton Pond Northeast 5/5/2020 

Pericles Pond Southwest 5/5/2020 

Ridgway Reservoir Southwest 5/5/2020 

Applebaugh Pond Southwest 5/6/2020 

San Miguel River #3 Southwest 5/6/2020 

Flatiron Reservoir Northeast 5/6/2020 

Pinewood Reservoir Northeast 5/6/2020 

Ketner Lake Northeast 5/4/2020 

Arvada Reservoir Northeast 5/4/2020 

Brighton City Park Pond Northeast 5/5/2020 

Mann-Nyholt Lake South Northeast 5/5/2020 

Webster Lake Northeast 5/5/2020 

Palmer Lake Southeast 5/6/2020 

Monument Lake Southeast 5/6/2020 

Severance City Pond Northeast 5/7/2020 

Allen Park Lake Northeast 5/7/2020 

Poudre Ponds #1 Northeast 5/7/2020 

Pueblo City Park Pond Southeast 5/7/2020 

Fountain Lake Southeast 5/7/2020 

Runyon Lake Southeast 5/7/2020 

Chalk Creek Lake Southeast 5/4/2020 

Cottonwood Lake Southeast 5/4/2020 

http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=235
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=550
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=794
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=817
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=289
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=204
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=62
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=843
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=614
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=794
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=284
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=420
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=320
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=197
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=286
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=572
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=153
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=163
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=824
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=850
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=1346
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=544
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=852
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=851
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=764
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=484
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Wrights Lake Southeast 5/4/2020 

Clear Creek Reservoir Southeast 5/5/2020 

Skaguay Reservoir Southeast 5/5/2020 

Ridgway Reservoir Southwest 5/5/2020 

Billy Creek Lake Southwest 5/5/2020 

Summit Reservoir Southwest 5/8/2020 

Jackson Gulch Reservoir Southwest 5/7/2020 

McPhee Reservoir Southwest 5/6/2020 

Tarryall Reservoir  Northeast 5/4/2020 

Twin Lakes Southeast 5/5/2020 

Barker Reservoir Northeast 5/5/2020 

Chipeta Park Pond Northeast 5/5/2020 

Beckwith Reservoir Southeast 5/6/2020 

DeWeese Reservoir Southeast 5/6/2020 

San Isabel Lake Southeast 5/7/2020 

Brush Hollow Reservoir Southeast 5/7/2020 

Rosemont Reservoir Southeast 5/7/2020 

Monument Reservoir Southeast 5/7/2020 

Dragonfly Pond Southeast 5/8/2020 

Hudson Town Pond Northeast 5/11/2020 

Windsor Reservoir Northeast 5/12/2020 

Lon Hagler Reservoir Northeast 5/12/2020 

Carter Reservoir Northeast 5/12/2020 

Bear Lake Southeast 5/11/2020 

Blue Lake Southeast 5/11/2020 

Catamount Reservoir North Southeast 5/11/2020 

Catamount Reservoir South Southeast 5/11/2020 

Twin Lakes Southeast 5/12/2020 

Tarryall Reservoir Northeast 5/12/2020 

Rampart Reservoir Southeast 5/13/2020 

http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=680
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=389
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=455
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=62
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=202
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=220
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=806
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=272
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=178
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=298
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=306
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=144
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=542
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=541
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=265
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=380
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=640
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=415
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=1724
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=1706
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=849
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=450
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=77
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=740
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=739
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=442
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=427
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=849
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=178
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=219
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Monument Reservoir Southeast 5/14/2020 

Wahatoya Lake Reservoir Southeast 5/14/2020 

Daigre Reservoir Southeast 5/14/2020 

Schryver Park Pond Southeast 5/14/2020 

Hot Springs Reservoir Southwest 5/12/2020 

Ridgway Reservoir Southwest 5/12/2020 

Pericles Pond Southwest 5/14/2020 

Shavano Pond Southwest 5/14/2020 

Ridgway Reservoir Southwest 5/14/2020 

Standley Lake Northeast 5/12/2020 

Willow Springs Pond #2 Southeast 5/13/2020 

Quail Lake Southeast 5/13/2020 

Prospect Lake Southeast 5/13/2020 

Aurora Reservoir Northeast 5/14/2020 

S. Platte River #1A Northeast 5/15/2020 

Thornton Gravel Lake #2 Northeast 5/15/2020 

Thornton Gravel Lake #3 Northeast 5/15/2020 

Mann-Nyholt Lake South Northeast 5/15/2020 

Ridgway Reservoir Southwest 5/11/2020 

Taylor Reservoir Southwest 5/12/2020 

Taylor Reservoir Southwest 5/13/2020 

http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=415
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=259
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=391
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=802
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=774
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=62
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=204
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=203
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=62
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=563
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=188
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=159
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=638
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=85
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=1359
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=112
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=122
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=286
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=62
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=104
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=104
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Catch of the Week 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sean caught this 31-inch channel catfish in the Denver Metro area! 
 
 
 

Have a fish you are proud of? Share your photo! 
Email dnr_fish.reporter@state.co.us and put “Catch of the Week” in the subject line 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:dnr_fish.reporter@state.co.us
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Conditions Report – Metro 
  
Aurora Reservoir  
As of 5/18/2020, trout fishing from shore at Aurora Reservoir is fair to good using PowerBait from the dam. Fly anglers are 
reporting slow to fair success using leech patterns. There are few reports of largemouth bass being caught using soft plastics 
and smallmouth bass off the points on the south side. Walleye fishing is fair to good using jigs tipped with crawlers. For 
more information, call 303-326-8425. Park Hours for May 5:30am-9:00pm. Restricted to electric motors only and portable 
gas tanks must be removed. 
Aurora Reservoir 
 
Chatfield Reservoir 
As of 5/17/2020, a recent measurement recorded water temperature at 60 degrees and water level was just below normal 
at Chatfield Reservoir. Anglers have reported catching a mix of walleye, smallmouth bass, and trout. One angler noted that 
the action among walleye heated up late after dark. Walleye were aggressively striking hard plastics in shallow waters. 
Another angler had a lot of success catching trout in the 15-18 inch range. At Chatfield Reservoir, boat ramps, marinas and 
shorelines remain open. There have been reports of long lines to get into the park, launch, and load boats. Be mindful of 
other anglers and recreationists using the lake as well. 
Chatfield Reservoir 
 
Cherry Creek Reservoir 
As of 5/18/2020, one angler noted that walleyes at Cherry Creek Reservoir have become “aggressive and hungry.” This 
appears to be great news for anglers. They noted that they had some success using spoons to attract walleye. While the fish 
activity increases, so does park visitation. The reservoir is open for boating with two boat ramps and ANS inspections 
stations open daily from 6am – 10 pm. The West boat ramp will be closed on Wednesdays.  
Cherry Creek State Park 
 
Quincy Reservoir  
As of 5/18/2020, anglers at Quincy Reservoir have experienced fair to good success while targeting trout with spoons and 
spinners. Bass fishing has been fair to good using soft plastics. There are some reports of smallmouth bass being caught 
from the dam using jigs. Quincy Reservoir is restricted to artificial flies and lures only. Watercraft restrictions-Only 
watercraft capable of being launched by hand permitted. Vehicles and trailers are not permitted in the water. Park Hours 
for May 5:30am-9:00pm.  For more information, call 303-326-8424.                                                                                                                                                                            
Quincy Reservoir 
 
Conditions Report - Northeast Colorado 

 
Antero Reservoir 
As of 5/18/2020, recent reports suggest that fishing at Antero Reservoir has been good. Trolling was noted to be 
particularly productive for one angler; however, they consistently caught fish in the 12-16 inch range. They reported no 
success attracting larger fish. Boating is open and all boats must be inspected before entry. 
Antero Reservoir 
 
Barr Lake  
As of 5/10/2020, staff at Barr Lake State Park report that “wipers are biting, and several good sized fish have been caught 
recently. Trout are still active along the shoreline and from the fishing pier. They are biting on worms or PowerBait that are 
fished close to the bottom. Walleyes are holding close to the bottom in the deeper areas of the lake. Water temperature 
measurements have been approximately 57 degrees throughout the lake.”  
Barr Lake 
 
Boyd Lake 
As of 5/17/2020, fishing at Boyd Lake has reported to be strong for a couple species. The water temperature was recently 
recorded at 62.9 degrees in the afternoon. One angler was able to haul in a couple sizable trout and walleye while trolling a 
harness at a depth of about 15-25 feet. Reports indicate that higher water temperatures have attracted water skiers, jet 
skiers and other recreationist to Lake Boyd causing congestion. The main boat ramp and Heron Cove (north) ramp are 
currently open for launching.  
Boyd Lake 
 
 

http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=85
http://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/Parks/Chatfield
http://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/Parks/Chatfield
http://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/Parks/cherrycreek
http://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/Parks/cherrycreek
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=218
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=379
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=459
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=76
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Eleven Mile Reservoir  
As of 5/14/2020, anglers have been successful fishing the open water of Eleven Mile Reservoir. One angler reported having 
good success fishing a variety of minnow imitation lures. They indicated to have particular success using colors white and 
green. Another report indicated that Kastmasters have been particularly effective for attracting trout. Recently water 
temperature measures were recorded to be between 50-52 degrees with the water having good clarity. The North Shore boat 
ramp is open one half hour before sunrise to one half hour after sunset. Witcher’s Cove Boat ramp will not be opening for the 
2020 boating season. 
Eleven Mile State Park 
 
North Sterling Reservoir 
As of 5/15/2020, staff at North Sterling Reservoir report that fishing for walleye and crappie has been fair to good. 
Specifically, shore anglers have caught crappie. Meanwhile, anglers have had the most success catching drum. Water 
temperature has been rising and fluctuates between upper 50’s and low 60’s. Currently, the inlet and outlets are on.  
North Sterling Reservoir  
 
St. Vrain State Park  
As of 5/13/2020, fishing action among warm water species should continue to rise in the ponds at St. Vrain State Park. A 
recent measurement recorded water temperature at 58 degrees. An angler reported witnessing a few rising fish but did have 
much success. Water clarity was reported as good on Sandpiper pond. Established areas for walking, biking, and fishing remain 
open to the public. Parking is limited on the north side of the park. More parking is available at the south end of the park.  
St. Vrain State Park 

 
Conditions Report - Southeast Colorado  
 
Arkansas River  
Information provided by Braden Baker with Ark Anglers. As of 5/20/2020, “runoff is definitely underway, and right on 
schedule. Tributary flows are starting to leap upward on a daily basis, and the reservoir releases to the north are matching 
their outflows to incoming snowmelt. If you have to fish moving water, trying to time your outing to coincide with the 
downward trend in the diurnal cycle will give you the best chance at any improvement (though marginal) in clarity.  You will 
want to focus on fishing the few soft pockets of slower water along the edges, and your best luck will probably come with 
flies that contrast the dark water.  Some anglers swear by bright, flashy attractor flies during high water while others prefer 
black and white patterns for maximum contrast.  For the next month, your stillwaters will be the best alternatives while we 
melt some snow!  We anticipate quality float fishing conditions to return by June 20.” 
Flows: 461 CFS at Hayden Meadows, 1,340 CFS at Hecla Junction, 1,540 CFS at Wellsville (5/20/2020)  
http://www.arkanglers.com/ 
Arkansas River 
 
John Martin Reservoir 
As of 5/16/2020, anglers have reported having success pulling in crappie, white bass, and wipes. One angler reported 
having lots of success using yellow mister twister lures.  
John Martin Reservoir 
 
Lake Pueblo  
As of 5/8/2020, water temperature has been recorded at 62 degrees. Anglers have been productive while targeting trout and 
walleye. Anglers have indicated they have used a variety of baits and lures to attract fish. Many anglers have noted consistent 
success using leeches to attract walleye. Jigs and worms have also provided some success, specifically jigs in colors black, 
pink, and green. Trolling with a pop gear set up has gotten some anglers into walleye as well.  
Pueblo Reservoir 
 
Lake Trinidad 
As of 5/12/2020, Trinidad Lake has reported good fishing. Park staff noted that “boaters have had great luck trolling for 
trout and targeting walleye and smallmouth bass in 10- 20 ft.” Shore anglers have also had success catching trout on the 
south shore. Trout have been caught using hooks tipped with dough bait and worms. The average sized trout that south 
shore anglers have pulled in range between 12-15 inches. Anglers have also reported catching decent sized trout and perch 
using jigs and worms in Reilly Canyon. The boat ramp is now open! Inspections are required before every launch. Hours of 
inspection are daily from 8AM - 4PM. For an inspection, please call 719-859-0480 or 719-989-7194. 
Lake Trinidad 

 

http://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/Parks/ElevenMile
http://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/Parks/ElevenMile
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=211
https://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/parks/StVrain/Pages/default.aspx
https://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/parks/StVrain/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.arkanglers.com/
https://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=665
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=50
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=1707
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=111
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Conditions Report - Northwest Colorado 
 
Grand Lake  
As of 5/18/2020, the fishing at Grand Lake has been good. According to Fishing with Bernie guide Dan Shannon, “Fishing has 
been excellent for brown trout and rainbow trout at Grand Lake while casting small tubes, spinners and spoons. Anglers will 
get the best action while fishing early or late in the day. Lake trout are scattered but will bite once you’ve found them. 
Small tubes, grubs or spoons tipped with sucker are all productive baits and should be works at depths between 40-60 ft.  
Boaters, beware of floating debris, the inlets are running fast and bringing in lots of surprises!” 
https://www.fishingwithbernie.com/weekly-fishing-reports 
Grand Lake 
 
Lake Granby 
As of 5/18/2020, Fishing with Bernie guides report that “rainbows are very active around any flowing water. Lures or bait is 
working very well. Brown trout are biting on crank baits early and late in the day. They have also been biting on cloudy and 
windy days as well. Currently, lake trout can be found nearly everywhere in the water column. Tubes, crank baits and bait 
have all been working very well right now.” 
https://www.fishingwithbernie.com/weekly-fishing-reports 
Lake Granby 
 
Lake John  
As of 5/13/2020, Lake John Resort Reports that they have received “mixed reviews coming in on fishing right now. Some 
anglers doing very well for themselves and others striking out. It seems that the shore anglers are doing much better than 
boats right now. The fish being caught are close to shore and are full of eggs.” 
https://lakejohnresort.com/ 
Lake John  
 
North, South, and East Delaney Lakes 
As of 5/13/2020, reports indicate that the Delaney Lakes have been fishing very well. Lake John Resort notes that “East 
Delaney Lake has been producing smaller (12-13”) fish but has been the most active. South Delaney Lake has been 
producing fish 16-20 inch fish. Meanwhile, North Delaney Lake is producing larger fish but has been slower than the two 
lakes. Lots of people using Rapalas and Thomas buoyant lures from what we’ve heard.” 
https://lakejohnresort.com/ 
North, South, East Delaney Lakes 
 
Steamboat Lake  
As of 5/21/2020, Steamboat Lake State Park staff report that the ice is finally off the lake. Open water fishing has begun 
and there are reports of excellent fishing near the dam. Other anglers have reported that other sections of the lake have 
fished slowly so far. The marina boat ramp is now open and inspection hours are 8 a.m.-6 p.m. M-Th., 6am-9pm F-Su. 
Steamboat Lake 
 
Vega Reservoir 
As of 5/20/2020, the lake is free of ice and open to boating at this time. Fishing was reported as good. Park staff noted that 
PowerBait and worms have been productive in attracting rainbow and cutthroat trout around 14-18 inches. The Island boat 
ramp is open. Early Settlers and Oak Point boat ramps remain closed. The ANS boat inspection station is now open daily 
from 7am – 8:30pm. 
Vega State Park 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=83
https://www.fishingwithbernie.com/weekly-fishing-reports
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=37
https://lakejohnresort.com/
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=446
https://lakejohnresort.com/
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=192
http://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/Parks/vega
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Conditions Report - Southwest Colorado 
  
Blue Mesa Reservoir 
This is a 9000 acre storage reservoir that offers good fishing for kokanee salmon, brown trout, rainbow trout, and lake trout. 
Blue Mesa Reservoir is located within Curecanti National Recreation Area. *Please note, Gunnison County has implemented 
travel restrictions that may limit your ability to access the reservoir. According to Gunnison County’s Ninth Amended Public 
Health Order, beginning May 27th, 2020 “all non-resident visitors are permitted to travel to Gunnison County, so long as 
their respective state and local governments allow them to visit here, and so long as they otherwise follow the Order.” See 
the county’s website for up to date information before planning your fishing trip. As of 5/21/2020, anglers have touted 
success fishing on Blue Mesa Reservoir. Anglers have had a lot of luck fishing for trout. Trolling for rainbow trout has been 
especially good. As of 5/15/20 the following boat ramps are open: Elk Creek Boat Ramp and Inspection Station 5:30 am - 9 
pm daily, Lake Fork Boat Ramp and Inspection Station 5:30am - 9pm daily, and Iola Boat Ramp and Inspection Station 6am - 
4pm daily. Visit the Curecanti Nation Recreation Area’s website for the latest details.  
Blue Mesa Reservoir  
 
Crawford Reservoir  
As of 5/22/2020, the Iron Creek ramp at Crawford Reservoir will be open from 8am – 8pm. Water levels on the reservoir 
remain about 8 feet below full pool. Crawford Reservoir is known as a quality perch and crappie fishery but also contains 
channel catfish, largemouth bass, northern pike, and rainbow trout.  
Crawford Reservoir  
 
Jackson Gulch Reservoir – Mancos State Park 
As of 5/21/2020, staff at Jackson Gulch Reservoir at Mancos State reported that fishing has been mixed across a variety of 
species. Rainbow trout have been the most active fish. Anglers have been able to catch a high volume of modestly sized 
rainbow trout. Meanwhile, fishing for brown trout has been the slow. While few brown trout have been caught, they have 
been large fish, up to five pounds. Yellow perch have been moderately active. Staff noted that anglers have been the most 
successful using PowerBait, crawlers, waxworms, and mealworms, especially for trout and yellow perch. The boat ramp and 
inspection station is open Su.-Th. 8am – 4:30pm, F-Sat. 8 am – 6:30pm. 
Jackson Gulch Reservoir 
 
Navajo Lake 
As of 5/22/2020, there are currently few reports of fishing conditions at Navajo Lake. Staff noted that anglers described 
declining activity among crappie. The boat ramp and ANS inspection station are open daily 7am – 7pm. The boat ramp gate 
is locked at 7pm. *Please note: the New Mexico side of the lake remains closed until further notice. This closure is 
applicable at the Colorado/New Mexico state line. Check New Mexico’s Lake Navajo Lake State Park’s official website to 
receive up to date information regarding the park’s closure.  
Navajo Lake 
 
Ridgway Reservoir  
As of 5/15/2020, Ridgway Reservoir was recently stocked with 9,000 ten-inch catchable trout. Anglers have been able to 
attract fish using a variety of types of bait and lures. Reports indicate the anglers have had the most success while using 
spinners, PowerBait, and worms.  
Ridgway Reservoir 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gunnisoncounty.org/
https://www.nps.gov/cure/index.htm
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=152
https://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/Parks/crawford
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=806
http://www.emnrd.state.nm.us/SPD/navajolakestatepark.html
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=475
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=62
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Conditions Report – Statewide  
 
Higher than normal temperatures have initiated the spring runoff in many streams and rivers throughout the state. 
Increased snowmelt and instream flows will continue to make water clarity poor and flows high. Such conditions can make 
fishing rivers difficult. When fishing runoff conditions, seek out water pockets, eddies, or river edges where slack water 
provides fish an opportunity to strike. Targeting these slower pockets will require a strong mend to give your fly a natural 
presentation. Large streamers and nymphs can be the best chance to attract fish. Try throwing dark, bright, or flashy flies 
to break through the murky water and catch the attention of fish. For some of the smaller streams, especially in high 
elevations, the warmer temperatures may be create optimal fishing conditions that we experienced in low elevations a 
couple weeks ago. When all else fails, stillwater provides anglers an alternative to rivers and streams. 
 
Tip of the Week – Stay Home, Go Fishing 
 
I spoke to a gentleman this week regarding good spots for small stream fishing not too far from the Denver metro area. As I 
pondered the different places that might fit his criteria, I was reminded of the great fishing that exists within a short 
distance from my home. Whether it is Sloan Lake or Clear Creek, I have the ability to stay close to home and enjoy great 
fishing opportunities. As we try to protect others, and ourselves it seems like the perfect chance to see what is offered in 
our local communities. Fishing opportunities are abundant across the state. If you do not know where you can fish nearby, 
check out the fishing atlas to find a spot nearby. Whether a large reservoir, such as John Martin Reservoir, or a municipal 
pond, like Denny Lake in Cortez, fishing does not need to be complicated. Stay home, go fishing.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Email us at dnr_fish.reporter@state.co.us 
 
We would love to hear back from our subscribers regarding fishing reports, tips, and requests of material you would like to 
start seeing more of. Any useful feedback helps us make our fishing reports a “go to” resource for anglers fishing Colorado’s 
waters. If you would like to report water and/or fishing conditions to be used in the next fishing report, feel free to submit 
a report to dnr_fish.reporter@state.co.us.  
******************************************************************************************************************************************************** 
DNR Fish Reporter 
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