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News and Information  

 
Upcoming Fishing Tournaments and Events 
 
COVID-19 Update - 6/15/20 9:05 a.m. 
Most Colorado Parks and Wildlife visitor centers, service centers and CPW offices are open with limited access to the 
public. Front desk areas and staffed drive-up windows will open to customers with social distancing and safety at the 
forefront. Individual location hours may vary, so please call for hours before visiting your nearest office or park. Restrictions 
and closures remain subject to change. 
 
Colorado Parks and Wildlife campgrounds - including cabins, yurts and group camping for groups of 10 or fewer - and SWAs 
are now open to camping. The check-in time for all yurt and cabin reservations is now 4:00 p.m. 
There are exceptions in counties with remaining health orders or areas remaining closed by county request. For commonly 
asked questions, including details on available SWA camping, please review our Camping FAQ. We ask visitors to state parks 
to remain flexible in their travel plans as we work with counties and local public health orders to keep parks and amenities 
open safely and cooperatively. As camping becomes available, playgrounds, picnic areas, group areas and designated swim 
areas at Colorado's state parks remain closed until further notice. 

 
CPW to host Southeast Angler Roundtable June 25 using Zoom online platform 
The 90-minute roundtable will begin promptly at 6 p.m. on Thursday, June 25, and end at 7:30 p.m. Everyone is welcome to 
attend online but must register in advance at this link: https://cpw-state-
co.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Uhik_jJqTVaQFeuB5n8UMA. After registering, you will receive a confirmation email 
containing information about joining the webinar. 

 
Elkhead Fishing Classic June 27 to July 5 
With almost $10,000 in cash prizes this year, anglers of all ages should 
begin planning for Colorado Parks and Wildlife's Fifth Annual Elkhead 
Reservoir Fishing Classic, June 27 through July 5. The weeklong fishing 
tournament at Elkhead Reservoir State Park near Craig offers great fun, 
great fishing and $9,500 in cash prizes. 
 

Ready to plan your next Colorado angling adventure? 
CPW Fishing lets you discover and search over 1,300 fishing destinations 
across Colorado. View a location’s popularity, ease of access, which fish 
species are present, stream gauges and more. Record your days on the water, journal your catches — even place your catch 
locations on the map. Use the fish identification guide to learn about Colorado’s many fish species. Access the latest fishing 
conditions and stocking reports, and keep it legal with up-to-date regulations at your fingertips. Download the app today! 

 

 Now you can take the #ColoradoOutdoors anywhere. Follow us on @instagram @coparkswildlife! 
http://instagram.com/coparkswildlife  
 

 

 Check out our CPW community on Facebook. Colorado anglers can “like" the CPW Facebook page to get 
tips, share stories and more. If you love the outdoors, this is the place to be. Before you head out, head 
for facebook.com/ColoradoParksandWildlife/. 
 

 

 Fish with us on Twitter 
Colorado anglers can get updates directly from CPW on Twitter. Follow @COParksWildlife. 
 

https://cpw.state.co.us/aboutus/Pages/ContactUs.aspx
https://gdoc.pub/doc/e/2PACX-1vSVWKtlabZH9SAd5zdQeWaIpr-GCvUyEOinPezv_L_qamZJad0GmxMXxq9yTn2VWQOeOvEXO7GB6g1l#c.pub/doc/1iSMr4sCg-DwX5vAFffUDoYd-d4UT1hG9To06iNBALek%23?ts=5ebaa9a7
https://cpw.state.co.us/aboutus/Pages/News-Release-Details.aspx?NewsID=7490
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__cpw-2Dstate-2Dco.zoom.us_webinar_register_WN-5FUhik-5FjJqTVaQFeuB5n8UMA&d=DwMFaQ&c=sdnEM9SRGFuMt5z5w3AhsPNahmNicq64TgF1JwNR0cs&r=OAqJlxNnaAym7zJV-badjs39pp2bhVUOC3qDRNXpskc&m=GapwjjFAlS7RA39J5drYi1A7wB9slw1DA3iPhHnwqX0&s=r5NoV33CJV2uxWutwJejNmn3U1b6HG5SQNQerPwtXfs&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__cpw-2Dstate-2Dco.zoom.us_webinar_register_WN-5FUhik-5FjJqTVaQFeuB5n8UMA&d=DwMFaQ&c=sdnEM9SRGFuMt5z5w3AhsPNahmNicq64TgF1JwNR0cs&r=OAqJlxNnaAym7zJV-badjs39pp2bhVUOC3qDRNXpskc&m=GapwjjFAlS7RA39J5drYi1A7wB9slw1DA3iPhHnwqX0&s=r5NoV33CJV2uxWutwJejNmn3U1b6HG5SQNQerPwtXfs&e=
https://cpw.state.co.us/aboutus/Pages/News-Release-Details.aspx?NewsID=7486
https://cpw.state.co.us/aboutus/Pages/News-Release-Details.aspx?NewsID=7486
https://cpw.state.co.us/Pages/CPW-Fishing-App.aspx
https://cpw.state.co.us/Pages/CPW-Fishing-App.aspx
https://twitter.com/hashtag/ColoradoOutdoors?src=hash
https://twitter.com/instagram
https://twitter.com/instagram
http://t.co/wGKzBLGenq
http://www.facebook.com/cpwfishing
http://twitter.com/COParksWildlife
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Stocking Report 
 

Body of Water Region Report Date 

Palmer Lake Southeast 6/1/2020 

Monument Lake Southeast 6/1/2020 

Quail Lake Southeast 6/2/2020 

Prospect Lake Southeast 6/2/2020 

Cochetopa Creek #1 Southwest 6/2/2020 

McDonough Reservoir Southwest 6/2/2020 

Dome Lake, Upper Southwest 6/2/2020 

Pericles Pond Southwest 6/4/2020 

Shavano Pond Southwest 6/5/2020 

Catamount Reservoir North Southeast 6/2/2020 

Catamount Reservoir South Southeast 6/2/2020 

DeWeese Reservoir Southeast 6/2/2020 

San Isabel Lake Southeast 6/3/2020 

Davis Pond #1 Northeast 6/3/2020 

Davis Pond #2 Northeast 6/3/2020 

Buena Vista Kids Pond Southeast 6/4/2020 

Montgomery Reservoir Northeast 6/4/2020 

Wailer Pond Northeast 6/4/2020 

Wrights Lake Southeast 6/4/2020 

Chalk Creek Lake Southeast 6/4/2020 

Columbia Reservoir Northeast 6/4/2020 

Fairplay Kids Pond Northeast 6/5/2020 

Lake O’Haver Southeast 6/5/2020 

Stratton Pond Southeast 6/4/2020 

Hale Pond #1 Southeast 6/4/2020 

Hale Pond #2 Southeast 6/4/2020 

Hale Pond #3 Southeast 6/4/2020 

http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=153
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=163
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=159
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=638
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=666
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=750
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=103
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=204
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=203
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=442
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=427
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=541
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=264
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=763
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=414
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=778
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=680
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=764
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=1725
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=804
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=341
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=809
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=809
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=809
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Arkansas River #3b Southeast 6/3/2020 

Pike View Reservoir Southeast 6/4/2020 

Ward Creek Reservoir Southwest 6/1/2020 

Spring Creek Reservoir Southwest 6/1/2020 

Cobbett Lake Southwest 6/2/2020 

Barron Reservoir Southwest 6/2/2020 

Alexander Lake Southwest 6/3/2020 

Cobbett Lake Southwest 6/4/2020 

Kiser Slough Reservoir Southwest 6/4/2020 

Mirror Lake Southwest 6/5/2020 

Summit Reservoir Southwest 6/1/2020 

Twin Spruce Ponds Southwest 6/2/2020 

Groundhog Reservoir Southwest 6/3/2020 

Andrews Lake Southwest 6/5/2020 

Big Molas Lake Southwest 6/5/2020 

Aurora Reservoir Northeast 6/8/2020 

Columbine Ponds Southwest 6/8/2020 

Island Lake Southwest 6/9/2020 

Telluride Kids Pond Southwest 6/9/2020 

Trout Lake Southwest 6/9/2020 

Lake San Cristobal Southwest 6/10/2020 

Mill Creek Ponds Southwest 6/10/2020 

Mesa Lake Northwest 6/11/2020 

Riverside Ponds Southeast 6/8/2020 

Sands Lake Southeast 6/8/2020 

Vallecito Reservoir Southwest 6/10/2020 

Monument Lake Southeast 6/9/2020 

Palmer Lake Southeast 6/9/2020 

Prospect Lake Southeast 6/10/2020 

Arvada Reservoir Northeast 6/11/2020 

http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=1333
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=637
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=173
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=149
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=195
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=700
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=36
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=195
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=714
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=775
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=220
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=405
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=677
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=474
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=85
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=756
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=316
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=827
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=753
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=106
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=751
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=131
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=60
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=43
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=421
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=163
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=153
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=638
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=320
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Catch of the Week 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Jimmy caught a healthy 21-inch, 5.3-pound rainbow trout out of Lake John! 

 
 
 

Would you like to be featured in the next CPW Fishing Report’s Catch of the Week? Share your photo! 
Email dnr_fish.reporter@state.co.us and put “Catch of the Week” in the subject line 

 

Chalk Lake Southeast 6/12/2020 

Wrights Lake Southeast 6/12/2020 

Cottonwood Lake Southeast 6/12/2020 

Henderson Lake Southwest 6/10/2020 

Andrews Lake Southwest 6/10/2020 

Big Molas Lake Southwest 6/10/2020 

Twin Spruce Ponds Southwest 6/12/2020 

mailto:dnr_fish.reporter@state.co.us
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=764
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=680
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=677
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=474
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Conditions Report – Metro 
  

Aurora Reservoir  
As of 6/7/2020, trout fishing is fair to good using PowerBait from the dam. Trout are now deeper with the water column so 
try casting out 40-50 yards using a slip rig with PowerBait. There have been a few reports of largemouth bass being caught 
using soft plastics and smallmouth bass caught off the points on the south side. Walleye fishing is fair to good using jigs 
tipped with crawlers. For more information call 303-326-8425. Park Hours for June 5:00am-9:30pm. Restricted to electric 
motors only and portable gas tanks must be removed. 
Aurora Reservoir 
 

Chatfield Reservoir 

As of 6/17/2020, it was recently reported that water temperatures at Chatfield Reservoir was recorded in the low to mid 
60’s. One angler reported that the bite was slow for walleye but trout fishing was good. Crankbaits have been getting 
anglers into trout. Chatfield is open to boating. Aquatic Nuisance Species Inspections will be conducted at North Ramps and 
South Ramps from 6am -10pm seven days a week. Vessel Decontamination will only be performed during day light hours. 
Chatfield Reservoir 
 

Cherry Creek Reservoir 

As of 6/16/2020, Cherry Creek Reservoir appears to be fishing well. Water temperatures have been recorded as high as the 
mid 70’s in some areas. Both bait and artificial lures have been reported to be working well for anglers. Recent reports also 
indicate that walleye have been very active recently. The reservoir is open for boating with two boat ramps and ANS 
inspections stations open daily from 6am – 10 pm. The West boat ramp will be closed on Wednesdays.  
Cherry Creek State Park 
 

Quincy Reservoir  
As of 6/7/2020, trout fishing at Quincy Reservoir is fair to good on spoons and spinners. Bass fishing has been fair to good 
using soft plastics. Some reports have indicated an increase of top water action with bass. A few reports of smallmouth bass 
being caught from the dam using jigs. Perch action is fair to good using jigs. Restricted to artificial flies and lures only. 
Watercraft restrictions-Only watercraft capable of being launched by hand permitted. Vehicles and trailers are not 
permitted in the water. Park Hours for June 5:00am-9:30pm. For more information call 303-326-8424. 
Quincy Reservoir 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=85
http://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/Parks/Chatfield
http://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/Parks/Chatfield
http://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/Parks/cherrycreek
http://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/Parks/cherrycreek
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=218
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Conditions Report - Northeast Colorado 

 
Antero Reservoir 
As of 6/18/2020, Braden Baker with Ark Anglers writes that “Antero Reservoir is fishing well due to hatches of chironomids. 
Currently, small chironomids are the ticket.  As the weeks progress, the larger sizes will become increasingly effective.  
Then come the callibaetis and damselflies. Mostly you'll want to rely on subsurface patterns to imitate the juvenile insects, 
but later in the season there can be times when the large resident fish can be persuaded to come to the surface in search of 
adult flies.”  
http://www.arkanglers.com/ 
Antero Reservoir 
 

Boyd Lake 
As of 6/16/2020, park staff at Boyd Lake report that fishing for trout and white bass has been excellent. Trout have been 
caught with a combination of worms and spinners along the shorelines in shallow waters. Anglers have been having success 
catching white bass on jigs and deep runners at about 20’ to 30’. Meanwhile, fishing has also been good for carp, crappie, 
and walleye. Bowfishers have had success from the shore for Carp. Kastmasters, rapallas have given anglers success catching 
crappie near the Pumphouse and in the inlet. Reports also indicate that anglers have been catching walleye on a slow death 
rig/bottom bouncer with a chartreuse spinner and worm harness near the shorelines at about 15’ to 25’ on the northeast 
side of the lake.  
Boyd Lake 

 
Eleven Mile Reservoir  
As of 6/15/2020, Eleven Mile continues to fish well. There have been reports of anglers having a lot of success trolling and 
catching large amounts of trout. As typical, the best action is either in the mornings or evenings, however, there are some 
anglers that have had success fishing throughout the day. Water temperature was recently recorded at 66 degrees. Eleven 
Mile State Park and the marina have both reported busy conditions with high visitor rates. 
Eleven Mile State Park 
 

Jackson Lake 
As of 6/16/2020, fishing at Jackson Lake was reported to be slow. Recent ambient temperatures have reached near 100 
degrees making fishing throughout the day difficult for both anglers and fish. Fishing is best in cooler parts of the day, 
mornings and evenings. Water temperature was recently recorded at 71 degrees and water visibility was poor. 
Jackson Lake  
 

Horsetooth Reservoir  
As of 6/14/2020, it has been noted that Horsetooth Reservoir has had good fishing. Water temperatures were recorded in 
the mid-60’s in the morning and rising to the high 60’s by midday. Warm temperatures have encourage boats and other 
watercrafts onto the water making the reservoir busy.  
Horsetooth Reservoir   
 

North Sterling Reservoir 
As of 6/13/2020, North Sterling State park rangers report that “water temps have been fluctuating between upper the 60's 
to low 70's and has been trending up. Fishing for walleye and crappie has been good but success has varied from boat to 
boat. Shore fishermen have had success catching crappie. There have been few reports of success fishing for wiper from 
shore but not many anglers targeting them. The Reservoir is OPEN to BOATING. The Inlet is ON and the Outlet is ON.  
North Sterling Reservoir  

 
Rampart Reservoir 
As of 6/16/2020, fishing at Rampart Reservoir is good. Anglers noted that there have been a lot of boats and kayaks on the 
water. The water temperature was recorded at 57 degrees and the water level was low.  
Rampart Reservoir  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.arkanglers.com/
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=379
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=76
http://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/Parks/ElevenMile
http://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/Parks/ElevenMile
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=445
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=538
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=211
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=219
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Conditions Report - Southeast Colorado  

 

Arkansas River – Leadville to Buena Vista 

Information provided by Braden Baker with Ark Anglers. As of 6/18/2020, Braden writes that “we've got excellent conditions 
right now on the upper Arkansas. Buena Vista and north offers the best clarity on the whole river right now, with several 
feet of visibility. The Hayden Meadows area is the most approachable section to wade fish, but if anglers are comfortable 
rock hopping through BV and the Numbers, good pocket water is starting to open up along the edges.  Expect to see some 
early season yellow sally, golden stonefly and caddis activity. Even if nothing is hatching, you'll likely find opportunistic, 
competitive fish taking refuge in velocity shelters looking for an easy meal. Think dry-dropper or shallow nymphing with 
large attractor flies like chernobyl ants, stimulators, Pat's rubberlegs, etc.  As the water continues to recede, conditions will 
get better and better!” 
Flows: 387 CFS at Hayden Meadows, 942 CFS at Granite (6/18/2020)  
http://www.arkanglers.com/ 
Arkansas River 

 
Horseshoe Lake 
As of 6/17/2020, the rangers at Lathrop State Park report that at Horseshoe Lake “trout fishing has been slow. Anglers 
report having the most action on PowerBait and worms. Bass fishing from the dam has been more rewarding than over on 
Martin. Anglers are still reporting that spoons, kastmasters, and other artificial lures have been the most beneficial for 
bringing in bass. Warmer waters have led to increased activity from catfish and carp. Fishing for catfish has been reported 
as being the most active around dawn and dusk.” 
Horseshoe Lake 
 

John Martin Reservoir 
As of 6/18/2020, fishing has been inconsistent at John Martin Reservoir. Park staff noted that there have been several 
strong wind storms that have discouraged both fish and anglers. Outside these events, anglers have indicated having some 
success with crappie, wiper, and even walleye. Ambient temperatures have hit daily highs up to 100 degrees and staff noted 
that the best fishing is in the cooler hours, morning and evening. Water temperatures have been recorded in the high 60’s 
up to 70 degree. The East and West boat ramps are open, however, boat ramps may close if water levels in the reservoir are 
low. All boats must be inspected prior to launching. 
John Martin Reservoir 
 

Lake Pueblo  
As of 6/18/2020, there have been many reports that fishing is great at Lake Pueblo. One angler reported they had success 
pulling in walleye and wipers while fishing close to shore near large drop offs. Fish were caught on worms and leeches. Other 
anglers reported catching trout, bass and walleye with nightcrawlers by boat.  
Pueblo Reservoir 
 

Lake Trinidad 
As of 6/8/2020, Trinidad Lake has reported good fishing. The lake is at 726 surface acres with a surface elevation of 
6184.22. Surface water temps ranging between 62-65 degrees. Boaters have had great luck trolling for trout and targeting 
walleye and smallmouth in 10-20ft. South Shore fishermen were catching trout with hooks tipped with dough bait and 
worms. Catching rout at 12-15” are common. Reilly Canyon: Decent sized trout and perch are being caught with jigs/worms. 
Shallow water with vegetation in water less than 12’ deep.  
Lake Trinidad 
 

Martin Lake 
As of 6/17/2020, park staff at Lathrop State Park reported the following conditions for Martin Lake: “Higher temperatures 
and windy conditions are making for slower trout fishing production, especially later in the afternoon. Anglers are still 
reporting catching trout on worms and PowerBait. Bass and other sunfish species have begun to become more aggressive as 
reported by anglers, and are hitting on spoons and other artificial lures. Trolling or fishing with swimbaits has led to more 
anglers pulling in pike and muskie. Wiper have been most active in the early morning hours prior to sunrise.” 
Martin Lake 

 
 
 
 

http://www.arkanglers.com/
https://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=665
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=439
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=50
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=1707
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=111
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=440
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Conditions Report - Northwest Colorado 
 

Delaney Lakes 
As of 6/7/2020, staff at Lake John Resort noted that “the Delaney’s are fishing great. The water temperature is warming up 
slowly, it is at about 62 degrees. East Delaney Lake is producing smaller 12-13” fish but is the most active. South Delaney 
Lake is producing 16-20” fish being caught on lures and jigs. North Delaney Lake is producing the larger measurements but 
slower than the other two. Anglers are doing well on North Delaney with jerkbaits pulled slow, deep-diving Rapala’s, and 
fishing under indicators. No mosquitos out yet but it is thick with Chironomids. Most all the fish are feeding subsurface.” 
North, South, and East Delaney Lakes 

 
Grand Lake  
As of 6/8/2020, Dan Shannon with Fishing With Bernie Fishing stated that fishing at Grand Lake “has been very good for all 
species. Brown trout and rainbow trout are being caught all along the shorelines. Small spoons and crankbaits are working 
well. Lake trout bite has picked up and has been good to excellent depending on the day. Various plastics and jigging spoons 
tipped with sucker in 30-65’ has been producing fish.” 
https://www.fishingwithbernie.com/weekly-fishing-reports 
Grand Lake 

 
Lake Granby 
As of 6/16/2020, Fishing with Bernie guides report that “rainbow trout fishing continues to be good to excellent. The key 
seems to be running water, worms are definitely the best bait. Lake trout are being caught in 40-80’ of water. Tubes, grubs 
and spoons are all working well.” 
https://www.fishingwithbernie.com/weekly-fishing-reports 
Lake Granby 
 

Lake John 
As of 6/7/2020, the folks at Lake John Resort report “Lake John still has mixed reviews coming in on fishing right now, 
some anglers doing very well for themselves and others striking out. The water temperature is warming up slowly, it is at 
about 52 degrees. It continues to appear that shore fisherman are doing much better than boats right now. The fish that are 
being caught are close to shore and still full of eggs. Successful anglers have been using cheese, garlic, red, pink and green 
PowerBaits, night crawlers and black leech flies. Boats anglers are having success with tub jigs, rapalas and kastmasters.  
https://lakejohnresort.com/ 
Lake John 
 

Vega Reservoir 

As of 6/15/2020, the folks at Vega State Park reported that “the lake is open for fishing and you may access it via the Island 
or Early Settlers boat ramps. Oak Point boat ramp remains closed. The ANS boat inspection station is open daily from 7:00 
a.m. to 8:30 p.m. Fishing is good. PowerBait and worms have been successful in landing some nice rainbow and cutthroat 
trout in the 14 - 18 inch range.” 
Vega Reservoir 
 

Williams Fork Reservoir 
As of 6/16/2020, Fishing with Bernie guide Randy states that “water capacity is at 96%. Surface temperature is 54 early in 
the morning and warming to 62 at days end. Spring runoff has brought some large logs onto the lake, keep an eye out for 
them. Currently the Lake trout bite is slow to fair. All age groups can be found in 45' to 65' of water. Frequent moves will 
keep you on fish. Tubes or grubs tipped with sucker meat will produce some lite hits. Northern Pike are in the shallows lake 
wide. Working the bays with slow moving top water or suspending hard baits may produce some hits. Rainbows are being 
caught around the campgrounds bottom fishing with bait. Casting small spinners or spoons in moving water at the inlet 
should produce some rainbow trout early AM and late PM. Kokanee trollers are catching a fish or two a day but are mostly 
hooking with small Lake trout.” 
https://www.fishingwithbernie.com/weekly-fishing-reports 
Williams Fork Reservoir 
 
 
 
 

 
 

http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=392
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=394
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=393
https://www.fishingwithbernie.com/weekly-fishing-reports
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=83
https://www.fishingwithbernie.com/weekly-fishing-reports
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=37
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=446
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=54
https://www.fishingwithbernie.com/weekly-fishing-reports
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=436
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Conditions Report - Southwest Colorado 

 

Blue Mesa Reservoir 
As of 5/25/2020, the folks at Blue Mesa Fishing report that “the fishing on Blue Mesa has been excellent for all species!  We 
are still seeing some good casting opportunities for rainbow and brown trout, excellent trolling for rainbow trout with 
plenty of salmon action mixed in (they are big!) and some GIANT lake trout!  Blue Mesa has been open for 10 days now and 
the fishing has been equally good all across the lake.” Specifically, anglers can find trout by “casting the rocky shorelines, 
especially early and late in the day.  The number of rainbow trout appears to be very good as trolling for them in the top 15′ 
of the water column has been excellent most days and a lot of times they are getting to your presentation faster than the 
kokanee salmon!” For Kokanee, anglers should focus on the top of the water column, Blue Mesa Fishing reports that “they 
seem to be holding in the top 30′ of the water column most days and so far they are a lot spunkier than they were last year, 
which is an encouraging sign that the gill lice aren’t hitting them so hard they appear lethargic!  One thing that we have 
been impressed with is the size of the kokanee for this time of year; there are some really nice fish showing up!” 
bluemesafishing.com 
Blue Mesa Reservoir  

 
Crawford Reservoir  
As of 6/4/2020, fishing has been reported to be good at Crawford Reservoir. Anglers have reported catching notably large 
northern pike and bass as well as sizable trout. There have also been a few reports of anglers catching channel catfish as 
well. Iron Creek boat ramp is open with inspectors on duty from 7am to 8pm. Boaters can stay on the lake beyond 
inspection hours, and can now exit at any time, knowing that NO exit inspection will be done. You will be inspected the 
next time you come in. 
Crawford Reservoir  
 

Gunnison River 
As of 6/18/2020, the Gunnison River seems to be past peak spring flows. River flows have been recorded well below the 
normal for this time of the year. As of 6/18/2020 the discharge was measured at 1070 CFS. These lower flows and increased 
insect activity makes the fishing good on the Gunnison River and is likely to get better. Like many other streams across the 
state, the Gunnison has seen an increasing number of stone and caddis flies.  
Gunnison River 
 

Navajo Lake 
As of 5/24/2020, park staff noted that “fishing has been good on the Colorado side of Navajo Lake. Small Mouth Bass & 
Northern Pike have been biting on crankbait, and Bullheads & Channel Catfish have been caught recently at Windsurf Beach 
and Arboles Point using night crawlers. Water temperature is approximately 60 degrees.” New Mexico’s Navajo Lake State 
Park has reopened as of 6/1/2020. Restrictions may vary on the New Mexico side of the lake, please check the park’s 
website to get the latest information. The boundary to Navajo State Park is at the Colorado-New Mexico state line.  
Navajo Lake 

 
Ridgway Reservoir  
As of 6/18/2020, the park staff at Ridgway State Park reported that the reservoir was stocked on 5/15/2020 with over 9,000 
catchable trout. Water temperature was recently recorded to be 55 degrees. The reservoir is near normal capacity but is 
continuing to rise. Boat Ramp Hours are currently 7-8, 7days/week.   No launching will be allowed outside of the hours. All 
boats must be inspected prior to launch. 
Ridgway Reservoir 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

bluemesafishing.com
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=152
https://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/Parks/crawford
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=678
http://www.emnrd.state.nm.us/SPD/navajolakestatepark.html
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=475
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=62
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Conditions Report – Statewide  

 
As each week passes, the fishing conditions on rivers across the state have been improving. Many regions are now on their 
descent from peak flows within the past couple of weeks. Particularly, heading upstream and into high elevation creeks and 
streams will put anglers into better water conditions. While water levels and clarity are improving, there have also been 
reports of increased surface insect activity. Guides and fishing enthusiast suggest fly anglers consider a dry fly and dropper 
set up. Major hatches to be aware of this time of the year include Golden Stonefly, Green Drake, Caddis, and PMD’s. Total 
discharge may be dropping in most rivers, conditions in some rivers and streams will require anglers to continue to seek out 
slower pockets and fishing along the river edge until lows fall even lower. Nymphs and streamers are typically to be your 
best bet when fishing the slow pocket waters and edges.  

 

Tip of the Week – Euro Nymphing 
 
Anglers have always been tinkering and adjusting their equipment and strategies to catch more fish, this is true for both 
weekend and competition level anglers. Euro nymphying is an example of how the sport is continually evolving. Euro 
nymphying is a technique that was first developed for competition fly fishing. The technique enables an angler to nymph 
fish without the need for a weight or strike indicator. Instead, modified flies and line are used to let the angler feel a strike 
or see it by the movement of the line. To execute this simple technique, the angler will need a few pieces of specialized 
equipment. Euro nymphing flies are specially designed to be heavier than the standard nymph. The weight of the heavy fly 
allows it to dive rapidly without the any additional weights. In addition, the technique can also include an extra section of 
brightly colored leader for visual indication of a strike. By keeping the rod high and line taut, the angler will have two ways 
to determine if a fish has taken a bite. The taut line allows the angler to feel the tension on the rod between the rod tip 
and the end of the line (i.e. the fly) and if a fish strikes the angler will feel the tug of the line. Similarly, the contrast of the 
brightly colored leader against the water will show any rapid movements initiated by a strike. As with most things, the euro 
nymphing technique has taken on various forms and variations. A continually evolving sport, like fly fishing, creates new and 
exciting ways to catch more fish. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Email us at dnr_fish.reporter@state.co.us 
 
We would love to hear back from our subscribers regarding fishing reports, tips, and requests of material you would like to 
start seeing more of. Any useful feedback helps us make our fishing reports a “go to” resource for anglers fishing Colorado’s 
waters. If you would like to report water and/or fishing conditions to be used in the next fishing report, feel free to submit 
a report to dnr_fish.reporter@state.co.us.  
******************************************************************************************************************************************************** 
DNR Fish Reporter 
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