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News and Information  
 

2017 Elkhead Reservoir Tournament Results 
The 2nd annual Elkhead Reservoir Fishing Classic tournament took place June 24th through July 2nd. This tournament 
targeted both smallmouth bass and northern pike, with no bag or possession limits. A total of 332 anglers removed 963 
smallmouth bass and 395 northern pike, for a total of 1,358 fish. Smallmouth bass ranged in size from 4 to 19 inches, and 
northern pike ranged in size from 3 to 41 inches. 

 
Basics of Fly Fishing South Park, August 26 
Join local Fishing Guide Mike Keith on August 26 from 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. for a fly fishing tour down the South Platte 
River. Discover what flies to use, where to use them, and most especially when to use them. The talk will include a very 
basic explanation on fly patterns. A quick demo of proper fly casting technique will also be completed if the wind 
cooperates. This event is for all ages and will be held at the North Shore Amphitheater at Eleven Mile State Park. 

 
Black Crappie Record Broken After 27 Years 
Weighing in at 3 lbs. 7.84 oz, and 17.472 inches, the black crappie caught at the Frank Easement West Pond off Hwy 392 in 
Windsor has broken a 27 year record. The previous state record fish was caught in La Plata County in 1990 and weighed 3.22 
lbs. Northeast region aquatic biologist Ben Swigle was on hand to weigh and measure the fish at the Fort Collins office. 

 
One More Chance to Earn a Free Night of Camping at State Forest State Park 
Colorado Parks and Wildlife is once again offering volunteers a free night of camping in exchange for a little volunteerism, 
helping maintain trails at State Forest State Park. To participate in a day of fun and rewarding work, arrive at the park's 
Moose Visitor Center by 8:30 a.m., August 26. An earned benefit of joining other dedicated volunteers in efforts to make 
the park's trails safe and compatible with the natural surroundings, you can camp for one night free of charge, either the 
night before trail work or later that evening. 
 

Three Water Engineers Honored by CPW for Breaking 40 year Deadlock 
Three state water engineers who were instrumental in breaking a 40-year deadlock between Colorado and Kansas to secure 
water for a permanent fish and wildlife conservation pool in John Martin Reservoir were honored Thursday by the Colorado 
Parks and Wildlife Commission. The water for the permanent pool was approved on a one-year agreement between 
Colorado and Kansas, the two states whose citizens are the primary recreational users of the reservoir. 

 
Discarded Fishing Line Kills Osprey in Northwest Colorado 
In early August, Colorado Parks and Wildlife received a call about a dead Osprey on the banks of Trout Creek in the Routt 
National Forest in northwest Colorado. The person who made the report said it looked like the bird had been shot. When 
CPW Wildlife Officer Andrea Sponseller investigated she found that the bird had become entangled in fishing line. Anglers 
should never discard fishing line, hooks or bait along a water way. All of these can be harmful to wildlife. 
 

 
Now you can take the #ColoradoOutdoors anywhere. Follow us on @instagram @coparkswildlife!  
http://instagram.com/coparkswildlife  
 

 
 
Check out our CPW community on Facebook. Colorado anglers can "like" the CPW Facebook page to get tips, share 
stories and more. If you love the outdoors, this is the place to be. Before you head out, head for 
facebook.com/ColoradoParksandWildlife/.  
 

 
Fish with us on Twitter  
Colorado anglers can get updates directly from CPW on Twitter. Follow @COParksWildlife.  

http://cpw.state.co.us/tournament
http://cpw.state.co.us/aboutus/pages/calendar.aspx?calid=5705
http://cpw.state.co.us/aboutus/Pages/News-Release-Details.aspx?NewsID=6259
http://cpw.state.co.us/aboutus/Pages/News-Release-Details.aspx?NewsID=6257
http://cpw.state.co.us/aboutus/Pages/News-Release-Details.aspx?NewsID=6250
http://cpw.state.co.us/aboutus/Pages/News-Release-Details.aspx?NewsID=6254
https://twitter.com/hashtag/ColoradoOutdoors?src=hash
https://twitter.com/instagram
https://twitter.com/COParksWildlife
http://t.co/wGKzBLGenq
http://www.facebook.com/cpwfishing
http://twitter.com/COParksWildlife
http://twitter.com/CPWfish
http://www.facebook.com/cpwfishing
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Stocking Report 

 

Body of Water Region Report Date 

Bear Lake  Southeast Region 8/25/2017 

Blue Lake  Southeast Region 8/25/2017 

Buena Vista Kids Pond  Southeast Region 8/25/2017 

Camp Hale Pond  Northwest Region 8/25/2017 

Cottonwood Lake  Southeast Region 8/25/2017 

Dillon Reservoir  Northwest Region 8/25/2017 

Estes Lake  Northeast Region 8/25/2017 

Kriley Pond  Northeast Region 8/25/2017 

Lake Dorothey  Southeast Region 8/25/2017 

Mix Lake  Southwest Region 8/25/2017 

North Fork Reservoir Southeast Region 8/25/2017 

Nottingham Lake  Northwest Region 8/25/2017 

Platoro Reservoir  Southwest Region 8/25/2017 

Rampart Reservoir  Southeast Region 8/25/2017 

Rifle Gap Reservoir  Northwest Region 8/25/2017 

Riverside Ponds Southeast Region 8/25/2017 

Skaguay Reservoir Southeast Region 8/25/2017 

Slough Pond  Northeast Region 8/25/2017 

Turquoise Lake  Southeast Region 8/25/2017 

Twin Lakes (Both) Southeast Region 8/25/2017 

Vallecito Reservoir  Southwest Region 8/25/2017 

Williams Fork Reservoir  Northwest Region 8/25/2017 

Willow Creek Reservoir Northwest Region 8/25/2017 

Wilmor Pond  Northwest Region 8/25/2017 

 
 

 
 

 

http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=740
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=739
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=763
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=767
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=484
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=39
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=795
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=248
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=855
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=744
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=759
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=74
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=124
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=219
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=423
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=60
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=455
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=249
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=481
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=84
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=421
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=436
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=853
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=765
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Catch of the Week 
 

 
 

David Wartooth with a Monument Lake bass caught on a fly. 
 

Have a fish you're proud of? Share your photo 

 
 

 
 

 
Conditions Report – Metro Area 
 
Aurora Reservoir 
The fishing is currently rated as fair to good and the water level is low. The perch and walleye fishing is still the most 
productive for anglers fishing in 20 to 30 feet of water with tube jigs and crawlers. Some anglers are catching trout in the 
12 to 15 inch range on PowerBait. Fly anglers are having luck using streamers, damsel fly nymphs, and dry flies in the 
evening.   

 
 
 

mailto:dnr_fish.reporter@state.co.us?subject=Catch%20of%20the%20Week
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Chatfield Reservoir 
The current surface temperature is around 64 degrees and the water level is around 3 feet down. The water clarity is 
around 6 feet down. Both fly and spinner anglers are having luck catching bass and trout. The fly anglers are having luck 
using streamers and worm patterns under an indicator. Spinner anglers are having luck using spoons and Kastmasters. The 
morning fishing has been the most productive and anglers in a boat are catching the most fish. 
Chatfield State Park 

 
Cherry Creek Reservoir 
The current surface temperature is around 72 degrees. Anglers are still reporting seeing a lot of shad in the water, which 
has made the fishing difficult due to the amount of food available to the fish. There are still plenty of weeds floating 
around the reservoir, so anglers should avoid these patches and keep their lures free of weeds. Some anglers are catching 
walleye in areas with less bait fish using jigs and spoons. The reservoir is less busy now that school has started back up, so 
boat angling opportunities are improving by the day.  
Cherry Creek State Park 

 
Quincy Reservoir 
Anglers are reporting fair to good fishing this week. The bass are becoming more active and anglers are having luck 
throughout the reservoir. Soft plastics like worms and chatter baits are working well as well as top water lures for those 
avoiding the weeds. The perch are actively biting on jigs with grub tails. Some anglers are catching fish on plastic crayfish 
patterns as well. 
 

 
Conditions Report - Northeast Colorado 
 
Dream Stream 
The fishing has been great as of recently. Look for the excellent fishing to continue for weeks to come. Anglers should 
prepare for hatches of midges, caddis, yellow sallies, blue winged olives, and tricos. Flows have returned to their normal 
historic levels now that things have dried out a bit. Look for excellent fishing with dries and nymphs for weeks to come. 
Effective patterns include #14 San Juan Worms, #14 Scuds, #10 Pine Squirrel Leech,  #18 Mercury Flashback Pheasant Tails, 
#18 Buckskins, caddis larva, #18 Barr's Emerger (PMD) and  #16 Barr's Graphic Caddis. Anglers can expect to see excellent 
hatches of pale morning duns, caddis, and tricos. The slower pools, back channels, and tail outs are providing some good 
surface activity.  

 
Eleven Mile Reservoir 
The trout fishing is currently good and the fish are beefing up on crayfish. Many fish being caught are a variety of sizes. The 
best patterns and lures include tube and marabou jigs, wooly buggers, and crayfish patterns. Bait anglers continue to 
do well on PowerBait and a night crawler and marshmallow combo.The kokanee salmon fishing has been slow to fair and the 
action is very sporadic. The bite has been very early and very late in the day. The best chances to catch fish are still near 
the North Shore to Duck Island, although a few big fish are still being caught off of Rocking Chair, Lazy Boy, and Rodgers 
Mountain. The fish are sill hugging the bottom in whatever depth you are in. Every now and then you might get surprised to 
find them up high in the teens. Green, pink, and orange are currently the best colors. Dodgers and pop gear are still 
helping. Mack's Wedding Rings and Kokanee Killers are a good choice and of course we catch everything in this lake on a 
Kastmaster. The northern pike fishing is rated as fair to good and the action continues to improve. Spinner baits, Husky 
Jerks, X-Raps, and large spoons all have seen some good action. Work the weed lines on the West end or the drop offs 
around the rocks at North Shore or Rocky Flats. Timing is not very predictable. North Shore in the shallows has seen decent 
action late morning early afternoon. 
Eleven Mile State Park 

 
Horsetooth Reservoir 
The current surface temperature is around 71 degrees and the water level is low. Anglers are reporting great smallmouth 
bass fishing. Most of the bass are averaging from 12 to 15 inches in length. The fish are currently very aggressive and 
striking the lures with force. Anglers are getting the most bites on jerk baits, tube jigs, and plastic minnows. Look for the 
fish to be near the weed beds and sandy areas throughout the reservoir.   

 
 
 
 
 

http://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/Parks/Chatfield
http://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/Parks/cherrycreek
http://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/Parks/ElevenMile
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Jackson Lake 
The lake level is still decent and is roughly about 4 feet down. The current surface temperature is around 74 degrees. We 
are open to boating. The fishing had been good for channel catfish, walleye, freshwater drum, and wiper in the early 
morning and in late evening.  
Jackson Lake State Park 

 
Joe Wright Reservoir 
The fishing is currently rated as good for both trout and grayling. Spinner anglers using spoons and a fly and bubble 
combination are getting the most bites. Fly anglers are having luck using large dry flies such as Chernobyl’s, elk hair caddis, 
and attractor dry flies. Dropping a beadhead nymph below the dry fly is also getting some bites. The fishing is good 
throughout the reservoir, but the fishing near the inlet has been the most consistent.   
 

Spinney Mountain Reservoir 
The current surface temperature is around 72 degrees and the reservoir is full. Fly anglers are having luck using dry flies 
and dry/dropper rigs. Anglers are reporting seeing good hatches of caddis and callibaetis. Elk hair caddis and attractor dry 
flies are working great when the conditions are ideal. The fish are being caught at all water depths including the shallows 
near the shoreline. Spinner anglers are having some luck using Kastmasters and spoons. We have not received any reports 
on the northern pike fishing as of recently. 
Spinney Mountain State Park  

 

 
Conditions Report - Southeast Colorado 
 
Arkansas River Headwaters 
The upper river is in excellent shape and is very easy to wade. We are seeing a lot of caddis and pale morning dun activity 
through Hayden Meadows down to Granite. Grasshoppers are beginning to become more important as the larger aquatic 
insect activity in the river slows down. Keep a thermometer handy, because warm afternoon temperatures can make for 
tough conditions if the water gets above 65 degrees. The flows at the middle river have increased slightly as Clear Creek 
Reservoir releases more water. At these flows, it is not recommended to try to wade across the river anywhere in the 
middle basin. We are still experiencing good dry fly fishing, with the trout responding to attractor dries imitating 
grasshoppers and stoneflies. Do not be afraid of tying on smaller patterns. Midges as droppers in the morning have been 
productive, and mayfly nymphs in sizes 16 to 18 work well through the afternoon. The key is finding the right water. At 
these lower flows, the fish are beginning to disperse away from the shoreline, so spend more time picking apart likely lies 
or towards the main current and adjusting dropper depth until you find the sweet spot.  
Arkansas Headwaters Recreation Area 

 
Clear Creek Reservoir 
The trout angling from a boat has been fair at Clear Creek Reservoir. Shore angling for trout has been rated as very 
slow. Both sherbet colored PowerBait or yellow Berkley’s Floating Magnum Eggs can be productive for shore anglers in late 
August. A majority of the boat anglers reported catching multiple trout with very few boat anglers not landing a fish. Boat 
anglers landed several trout by trolling a cowbell and worm combination. Only one kokanee salmon was netted from a boat 
this week. The reservoir is closed to trailer motorized watercrafts on Tuesdays and Wednesdays. The current boating hours 
are from 6:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

 
Lake Pueblo 
The current surface temperature is around 75 degrees and consistent throughout the reservoir. The fishing is rated as slow 
to fair. Anglers are catching plenty of pan fish in less than 20 feet of water on a variety of lures. The bigger fish are being 
caught in the deeper depths due to the warm water temperatures, but they have been difficult to catch. Worms and jigs 
tipped with bait are working the best from a boat. Shore anglers are having a tough time catching anything other than 
bluegill. 
Lake Pueblo State Park 

 

 
 
 

http://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/parks/jacksonlake
http://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/Parks/spinneymountain
http://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/Parks/ArkansasHeadwatersRecreationArea
http://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/Parks/lakepueblo
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Conditions Report - Northwest Colorado 
 

Highline Lake 
Recent reports are that the crappie, catfish, and trout in the 12 to 13 inch range are biting very well, especially from a 
boat in the middle of the lake. Boats must be inspected or a receipt and seal must be dropped into the box 
provided before being launched. Both Mack Mesa and Highline Lakes are open for shore fishing. Both lakes have been 
stocked with over 6,000 9 to 12 inch trout in March and April. The best place to fish at Mack Mesa is currently near the pier. 
Highline Lake State Park  
 
Lake John 
The fishing is currently rated as fair to good and the lake is full. The trout are feeding actively and most anglers are 
catching their bag limit. The fish are biting a variety of lures in a variety of colors. Spinners in gold and red are the most 
effective. Fly anglers are having luck using streamers and nymphs below a bubble during the day, and dry flies are working 
great in the evening if the wind is not bad.  

 
Sylvan Lake 
The current surface temperature is around 57 degrees and the lake is full. Anglers are reporting good fishing for trout in the 
western cove as of recently. Streamers and large nymphs dropped below an indicator are working well throughout the lake. 
Spinner anglers are having luck using spoons and Kastmasters in gold and silver colors. PowerBait is also very effective. 
Some anglers reported catching brook trout near the inlet. 
Sylvan Lake State Park 

 
Vega 
The Island boat ramp is open. Early Settlers and Oak Point boat ramps are closed for the season. All boats must have an 
inspection prior to launching. Boat inspection hours are from 8:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Monday through Thursday and 7:00 
a.m. to 6:30 p.m. Friday and Saturday and 7:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. on Sunday. The fishing has been good with anglers 
reporting catching some nice rainbows in the 12 to 16 inch range using PowerBait, worms and spinners.  
Vega State Park  

 
Williams Fork Reservoir 
The current surface temperature is around 68 degrees and around 4 feet low. The water clarity is low and anglers are 
reporting a green tint to the water color. The fishing is currently rated as poor to fair. Some anglers are catching trout on 
PowerBait and spinners in the deeper water. The larger fish are in the deeper water in 80 to 100 feet of water, but anglers 
are not having much luck getting them to bite. The kokanee are stacked up in large schools, but they are not currently 
feeding actively. 
 
 
 

Conditions Report - Southwest Colorado 
 
Blue Mesa Reservoir 
The fishing is currently rated as fair to good until the heavy evening winds come in. Boat anglers are having the most 
success using a downrigger with orange and pink Arnies. Most of the fish are being caught in 40 to 60 feet of water. Some 
anglers are also catching fish jigging near Elk Creek Marina, but jigging has been slow lately. The kokanee and lake trout are 
feeding the most actively in the deeper water, while the trout are biting some flies and lures near the shoreline. A majority 
of the lake trout are being caught by anglers finding the schools of kokanee and fishing directly below the school of fish. 

 

San Juan River 
The river is currently flowing around 90 cfs through Pagosa Springs and the water clarity is partially stained. The river is low 
and slow, so fluorocarbon tippet in size 5x and 6x is a must. Small midge and blue winged olive patterns are working the 
best. Some leech patterns and streamers are working during mid day when all else fails. The dry fly fishing is excellent in 
the evening when the caddis and baetis start hatching. Look for the fish to be in the fast riffles during the day in less than 2 
feet of water.  

 
 
 

http://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/Parks/highlinelake
http://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/Parks/sylvanlake
http://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/Parks/vega
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Conditions Report – Statewide 
 
Rivers and Creeks 
It is officially dry fly season and the fish are actively feeding on the surface. It is also mosquito and horsefly season, so do 
not forget your bug spray. Large dry flies such as Elk Hair Caddis and Chernobyl’s are working well throughout the state. 
The fish are starting to transition into smaller nymphs since the water temperatures are above average. Anglers should use 
small leader and tippet sizes since the water clarity is ideal. Rainfall will be the only factor that changes water conditions 
throughout the end of summer and fall. 
 
******************************************************************************************************************************************************** 
 
DNR Fish Reporter 


