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News and Information  

 

Upcoming Fishing Tournaments and Events 
 
Youth Fishing Day at Boyd Lake State Park 
Sunday September 5th, are you interested in learning the essential skills of fishing? Come join us for a fun afternoon at 
Boyd Lake. Educational stations will include: Types of Bait, Lures & Flies, How to Fix Tangles & Snags, Basics of Fly Fishing, 
Fish & Waterfowl Identification & Habitat, Casting & Knot Tying, Understanding the Elements & Basic First Aid Care. 

 
Kokanee Salmon Regulations and Giveaways  
For details on regulations, give-away locations and requirements, see the flyer. You will need a valid fishing license to 
receive ‘Give-Away’ kokanee.  

 
Spinney Mountain State Park remains closed following damaged ensued from severe storm 
A severe thunderstorm late Tuesday night pounded Spinney Mountain and Eleven Mile State Parks with heavy rain and hail, 
followed by flash flooding, and Spinney Mountain remains closed from the damage caused by the storm. The gate is closed 
to the Spinney Mountain Access Road, which is impassable due to the damage ensued. The south boat ramp at Spinney 
Mountain is also in need of repairs, but the north side was unaffected. No timetable has been set for when Spinney Mountain 
will reopen, but it will be assessed on a daily basis as repairs are made and the roads dry out. 
 
Dock, slips open again at Navajo State Park marina 
Work to repair the marina at Navajo State Park is progressing and the dock and slips at the boat ramp are now open. 
However, the electric service is still being installed, so gasoline and pump-out service is not yet available. The work is being 
done to improve marina facilities for boaters and to protect the infrastructure when the water level of the reservoir drops.  

 
Take a Friend Fishing, Hook Great Prizes!  
Colorado Parks and Wildlife and our partner Colorado Fishing companies are encouraging anglers to take a friend fishing! As 
a reward for sharing your expertise and love of fishing, we’ve created a contest for mentors who take the time to pass on 
their knowledge. Share a brief story and your best photo taken while mentoring an angler.  

 
Rio Grande cutthroat trout restoration project cancelled for this year  
A project to restore native Rio Grande cutthroat trout in the Great Sand Dunes National Park and Preserve has been 
postponed and will not occur this year. Due to the long winter and cool temperatures, biological conditions in the creek and 
lakes were not suitable to conduct the chemical treatment operation that was planned for the week of August 26th. The 
project will be rescheduled for next summer. 
 
 

 

Now you can take the #ColoradoOutdoors anywhere. Follow us on @instagram @coparkswildlife! 
http://instagram.com/coparkswildlife  
 

 

Check out our CPW community on Facebook. Colorado anglers can “like" the CPW Facebook page to get 
tips, share stories and more. If you love the outdoors, this is the place to be. Before you head out, head 
for facebook.com/ColoradoParksandWildlife/. 
 

 

Fish with us on Twitter 
Colorado anglers can get updates directly from CPW on Twitter. Follow @COParksWildlife. 
 

https://cpw.state.co.us/aboutus/pages/calendar.aspx?calid=8750
https://cpw.state.co.us/aboutus/pages/calendar.aspx?calid=8750
https://cpw.state.co.us/Documents/Fishing/Kokanee-Regulations-Giveaways-Flyer.pdf#search=kokanee
https://cpw.state.co.us/aboutus/Pages/News-Release-Details.aspx?NewsID=7094
https://cpw.state.co.us/aboutus/Pages/News-Release-Details.aspx?NewsID=7090
https://cpw.state.co.us/thingstodo/Pages/Take-a-Friend-Fishing.aspx?utm_source=CPW-Web&utm_medium=Slider2&utm_campaign=Take-a-Friend-Fishing-2019
https://cpw.state.co.us/aboutus/Pages/News-Release-Details.aspx?NewsID=7075
https://twitter.com/hashtag/ColoradoOutdoors?src=hash
https://twitter.com/instagram
https://twitter.com/instagram
http://t.co/wGKzBLGenq
http://www.facebook.com/cpwfishing
http://twitter.com/COParksWildlife
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Stocking Report 
 

Body of Water Region Report Date 

Catamount Reservoir North Northeast 8/26/2019 

Catamount Reservoir South Northeast 8/26/2019 

Ruedi Reservoir Northwest 8/26/2019 

Yampa River  Northwest 8/26/2019 

Chalk Creek Lake Southeast 8/26/2019 

Riverside Ponds Southeast 8/26/2019 

Wrights Lake Southeast 8/26/2019 

Manitou Park Lake Northeast 8/27/2019 

Rampart Reservoir Northeast 8/27/2019 

Evergreen Lake Northeast 8/27/2019 

Chambers Lake Northeast 8/27/2019 

Breeze Pond Northwest 8/27/2019 

Fraser Lions Club Kids Pond Northwest 8/27/2019 

Willow Creek Reservoir Northwest 8/27/2019 

Cottonwood Lake Southeast 8/27/2019 

Sands Lake Southeast 8/27/2019 

Tucker Park Ponds Southwest 8/27/2019 

Million Reservoir Southwest 8/27/2019 

South Platte River  Northeast 8/28/2019 

Tarryall Reservoir Northeast 8/28/2019 

Estes Lake Northeast 8/28/2019 

Chapman Reservoir Northwest 8/28/2019 

Ivanhoe Creek Northwest 8/28/2019 

Huerfano River  Southeast 8/29/2019 

Axial Basin Lake Northwest 8/30/2019 

Sleepy Cat Ponds Northwest 8/30/2019 

Avery Lake Northwest 8/30/2019 

http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=442
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=427
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=486
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=653
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=764
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=60
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=680
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=176
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=219
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=548
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=534
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=363
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=845
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=853
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=1649
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=43
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=814
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=746
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=1383
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=178
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=795
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=769
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=1547
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=644
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=790
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=663
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=373
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Catch of the Week 
 

 
 

Tom caught this beautiful rainbow trout at Chatfield! 
 

Have a fish you are proud of? Share your photo! 
Email dnr_fish.reporter@state.co.us and put “Catch of the Week” in the subject line

 

Oak Creek Northwest 8/30/2019 

mailto:dnr_fish.reporter@state.co.us
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Conditions Report – Metro 

  

Aurora Reservoir  
This 762-acre impoundment is located off E. Quincy Avenue, two miles east of E-470. Open to boating. As of 9/03/2019, 
water level is low and the public dock is almost completely out of the water. Trout fishing from shore is slow to fair using 
PowerBait from the dam. Boaters are reporting anywhere from slow to fair to good success on trout trolling with pop gear 
and crawlers and PowerBait off the bottom (20 to 35 feet of water). A few reports of walleye being caught using bottom 
bouncers with a crawler harness. Currently slow or no reports on all other species. For more information call 303-326-
8425. Park hours for September are 6:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. Restricted to electric motors only. 
Aurora Reservoir 
 

Chatfield Reservoir 

This 1,356-acre impoundment is located in Chatfield State Park. As of 9/05/2019, the water temperature is in the mid-70’s 
and the lake is down about 5 feet. Walleyes are still being caught early in the morning in deeper water. Trolling a slow 
death rig or spinners with a crawler harness has been a good strategy. Shad presence can make the fishing tough so it is 
important to identify underwater structure and look for contours. Most of the walleye caught have been too small to keep 
for the fryer. If fly fishing, try leeches, crawfish patterns, and streamers. Smallmouth are being caught with crayfish 
imitations near the dam in 5 to 10 feet of water. Anglers have also reported that white streamers have been working for 
bass from the west shore of the reservoir.    
Chatfield Reservoir 
 

Cherry Creek 

This 881-acre impoundment is located in Cherry Creek State Park, in Aurora. There are two entrances to the park, the east 
entrance off S. Dayton St. and the west entrance off S. Parker Rd. As of 9/06/2019, water temperatures are in the low to 
mid 70’s. Fishing success is best in the early parts of the day and has been slowing as it warms. Legal walleyes have still 
been tough to come by with most fish around the 17 inch mark. Reports of other species are inconsistent and the fishing 
appears to be slow. Bass have been caught on the southeast side of the reservoir. Anglers are successful using live bait rigs 
and jigging spoons. During the warmer hours of the day, fish will be further from the shorelines but can still be found fairly 
shallow, suspended in the 10-20 foot range. Crankbaits will get you the best opportunities using lead core line. Some anglers 
are getting less but bigger fish when trolling along the dam or western half of the reservoir. In these areas you will want to 
use bigger crank baits in the size 7 and still use lead core line.   
Cherry Creek Reservoir 
 

Quincy Reservoir  
As of 9/03/2019, Quincy will reopened on September 4th. Restricted to artificial flies and lures only. Only watercraft 
capable of being launched by hand permitted. Vehicles and trailers are not permitted in the water. For more information 
call 303-326-8424. Park Hours September 6:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. 
Quincy Reservoir 
 

Conditions Report - Northeast Colorado 

 

Barr Lake 
As of 9/06/2019, multiple warm water species call Barr Lake home, including walleye, wipers, bass, perch, and carp. Trout 
are stocked and can usually be caught through mid-summer. Walleye are not as abundant as they are in other lakes across 
the state but smaller fish can be caught with jigs. Remember, the new ADA accessible fishing pier opened at the end of 
May! The minimum size for walleye/saugeye is 15 inches in length and no more than one of these in the aggregate greater 
than 21 inches, in length, may be taken per day. No fishing or boating is permitted in the wildlife refuge area.       
Barr Lake 
 

Bear Creek 
Reported 9/06/2019, there was been good water clarity and the hopper droppers are still doing well and most likely will be 
on the menu for the remainder of the summer. Mix in some caddis, PMD’s, and ant patterns for the top fly. Bead heads 
always do well this time of year at Bear Creek, but keep them fairly small so the dropper does not sink your top fly. 
Recommended sizes for bead heads right now are in the #18-20 range.  
Flows: 9.77 CFS (9/06/2019) 
Bear Creek 
 
 
 

http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=85
http://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/Parks/Chatfield
http://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/Parks/Chatfield
https://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/Parks/cherrycreek
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=218
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=459
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=459
https://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=1322
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Big Thompson River  
As of 09/03/2019, the water is clearing up and typical insects in the canyon include beetles, blue winged olives, caddis, 
golden stoneflies, and midges. Water temperatures have been reported in the mid 50’s. Try using larger, dry flies such as 
elk hair caddis and the Adams parachute. The hopper dropper rig is a good option for this river. Try nymphing or using 
streamers are also a good option in deeper pools! Reports that fishing has been good below the dam and as fall approaches 
the fishing should continue to improve.     
Flows: 67.3 CFS below Lakes Estes and 10.7 CFS at Moraine Park (9/06/2019) 
Big Thompson River   
 

Boyd Lake 
As of 9/01/2019, water temperatures are still in the mid to high 70’s. Bass fishing is still good in the shallows, coves, near 
the pump house, and inlets using a variety of jigs and artificial plastics. Some anglers are also reporting success using top 
water lures such as Kastmasters to target white bass. Walleye fishing has been sporadic, with most anglers having success in 
the morning trolling deep or using jigs and paddletails. With warmer water temperatures walleye can be found in deeper 
water. Try trolling in these areas and look at the tip of the week for more information! Carp, catfish, and bluegill can be 
caught from the shoreline using worms as well as stinkbaits to target catfish. There is no fishing allowed from marina slips 
or docks.     
Boyd Lake 
 

Cache La Poudre River  
As of 9/05/2019, there is good water clarity and water levels have been coming down to the optimal level. Larger, dry flies 
have been working well and the terrestrial bite has been improving. Streamers have been catching larger fish. Target large 
browns in deep pools with slower moving water. Some good options include caddis and yellow sallies as well as beetles and 
ants for terrestrials. Fall is approaching and fishing success should continue to improve. As flows on the river have stabilized 
fish are moving back into the middle of the river. Try nymphing if fish are not rising. Be aware of the special fishing 
regulations throughout the canyon.     
Flows: 208 CFS at Canyon Mouth and 75 CFS near Fort Collins (9/05/2019) 
Cache La Poudre River  
 

Deckers and Cheesman Canyon 
As of 9/06/2019, water temperatures have been reported in the mid-50’s and there has been good water clarity for Deckers 
on the South Platte River. Anglers have been reporting success using some generalist nymphs and dries during the 
afternoons. Terrestrials are also starting to be productive on this stretch of the South Platte. Look for trout along banks and 
try the hopper dropper rig. Try using golden stoneflies, PMD’s, and Tricos. Trout can be difficult to catch here because of 
the high fishing pressure it receives. Use light tippet and long leaders!   
Flows: 236 CFS (9/06/2019) 
Deckers and Cheesman Canyon 
 

Eleven Mile Reservoir 

As of 9/06/2019, the reservoir was hit by a large storm and there are some debris being reported on roads in the park but it 
is open. This also caused the water level to rise which has altered fishing conditions and there has been debris reported in 
the reservoir on the west end. Trolling is the best method for catching trout in late summer and try trolling spoons, spinners, 
and Rapallas in deeper water. Lead core is a good way to get smaller lures down to deeper depths. Retrieving tub jigs from a 
boat can catch large trout. Kokanee salmon fishing has been reported as poor to fair. Northern pike action has been good and 
large cranks and spoons that are white, chartreuse, or blue have been working well. As fall approaches, the pike bite should 
continue to improve. The bag/possession limit for trout is 4 fish, only 2 of which may be greater than 16 inches in length. 
There is no bag/possession limit for yellow perch.     
Eleven Mile State Park 
 

Gross Reservoir  
As of 9/05/2019, water temperatures are in the 60’s and the water level is full. Gold and silver Kastmasters have been 
working for trout. If fishing from shore try using night crawlers on slip bobbers as well as PowerBait. Kokanee salmon can be 
caught with small flies (#18+). There are tiger muskie and they appear to roam lake-wide. The minimum size for a muskie is 
36 inches and only one fish may be kept. Fishing is prohibited from 9 p.m. until 4 a.m. or as posted at the main entrance to 
comply with Denver Water Requirements. This reservoir is above 7,000 feet in elevation and as a result it is illegal to use 
live fish as bait.        
Gross Reservoir 
 
 
 
 
 

http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=1326
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=76
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=76
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=619
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=1436
http://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/Parks/ElevenMile
http://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/Parks/ElevenMile
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=299
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Horsetooth Reservoir 
As of 9/06/2019, water temperatures are in the low to mid-70’s and clarity is around 2 feet. Smallmouth bass have been 
biting the most and look for drop-offs or rocky areas from shore and try crayfish imitations. Walleye are scattered but tube 
jigs, lindy rigs, triple ripples, are good choices. Shore anglers will have luck with the warm water species, especially 
smallmouth, using medium depth crankbaits that stay off the bottom. The right retrieval speed that allows the crankbait to 
get to the appropriate depth is important. Senko’s will also catch smallmouth around rock and tree structure. If you plan on 
fishing from shore, it is recommended to invest your time early in the morning to improve your chances.            
Horsetooth Reservoir  
 

Jackson Lake 
As of 8/29/2019, surface water temperature is approximately 76 degrees. The water has minimal green algae bloom. 
Walleye are doing fair; while Wipers are being reported as good.  Most Wipers are under the 15 inch limit however, anglers 
are reporting catching high numbers of them.  Twister tails and jigs are the lures of choice. A few channel catfish and 
freshwater drum have been caught. The minimum size for wipers is 15 inches in length. The minimum size for crappie is 10 
inches in length. The minimum size for walleye/saugeye is 15 inches in length. No more than one walleye/saugeye in the 
aggregate greater than 21 inches may be taken per day. Fishing in the outlet ditch immediately below the dam, around the 
rotary screen structure, is prohibited.    
Jackson Lake 
 

Prewitt Reservoir  
This 2,431 acre reservoir is located on the Prewitt Reservoir State Wildlife Area and wakeless boating is permitted. As of 
9/01/2019, the water temperature has been in the mid-70’s and the reservoir is down 3 to 4 feet with visibility at just over 
a foot. Fishing has been reported as slow. When fishing for walleye, the areas near the boat ramp, the south shore, and the 
northeast corner of the reservoir represent traditional hot-spots. Walleye and crappie have been caught on cranks in deeper 
water. In terms of channel catfish, shore anglers generally do as well as boat anglers. Try using cut carp, cut shad, or 
shrimp. Later in the year when the reservoir is drawn down, try fishing for crappie along the east dam. 
Prewitt Reservoir 
 

Spinney Mountain Reservoir 

As of 9/03/2019, Spinney Mountain State Park is CLOSED until further notice. On the evening 9/3/2019 we had a heavy 
storm cause some flash flooding at the park. Our staff and Aurora Water staff are working together to get the park cleaned 
up and roads repaired. Park County has also issued a fire ban effective August 28, 2019.   
Spinney Mountain Reservoir 
  

Conditions Report - Southeast Colorado  

 

Arkansas River – Below Pueblo Reservoir  
As of 9/02/2019, water level is being reported as extremely high, which has reduced visibility, and made fishing conditions 
more difficult. This can also make it difficult and dangerous to wade so use caution. Fish can be found in softer water 
(banks, pockets, riffles) during heavier flows. Anglers should focus on using bigger flies and spin anglers should concentrate 
using lures with more vibration to catch the attention of the fish. Try a heavy nymph rig and larger flies in response to the 
increased water level.  
Flows: 710 CFS (9/06/2019) 
Lake Pueblo State Park 
 

Arkansas River – Buena Vista to Salida 

As of 9/06/2019, water temperatures are in the 60’s and clarity is continuing to improve with recent reports at 4 plus feet. 
Dry flies have been working well along the shoreline. Try using a caddis, sallies, golden stones, or red quills. Smaller tricos 
(#20-24) have also had success. Flows are returning to normal and the peak summer fishing season is upon us! Float and 
wade anglers are having success. Use heavier leaders and tippet material for better success when fighting against faster 
flows in the middle of the river. Target the areas below rapids in warmer parts of the day. Try the hopper dropper rig. 
Flows: 460 CFS (9/06/2019)  
Arkansas River 
 

Arkansas River – Leadville to Buena Vista  
As of 9/06/2019, water temperatures are in the 50’s and 60’s with great clarity. Target fish in deeper runs along the river, 
as well as, pools along the shoreline with slower currents. Try using golden stone flies, caddies, grasshoppers, midges, and 
yellow sallies. There are reports that dry flies have been catching a lot of fish on this stretch of the river!    
Flows: 118 CFS in Hayden Meadows and 207 CFS at Granite (9/06/2019)  
Arkansas River 
 

http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=538
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=538
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=445
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=445
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=98
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=98
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=419
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=419
http://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/parks/LakePueblo/Pages/default.aspx
https://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=665
https://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=665
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DeWeese Reservoir  
This reservoir measures in at approximately 300 acres and offers good fishing for rainbow trout and smallmouth bass. Other 
species present include tiger muskie and brown trout. The lake is contained within DeWeese Reservoir State Wildlife Area. It 
is located north of Westcliffe. As of 9/02/2019, the water temperature is being reported in the low to mid-70’s and is down 
about 5 feet. Trout fishing has been slow, but the smallmouth bite has been reported as good. If fishing for trout, try using 
PowerBait. DeWeese is stocked with 10 inch “catchable” trout throughout the spring and fall. Anglers can expect good catches 
of these fish during both the open water and ice fishing seasons. It also contains a good size and quality smallmouth bass 
population. Many techniques are successful for catching these fish. In terms of tiger muskie, the population is lower in number, 
but high in quality and has steadily increased over the years. Anglers with the patience to fish for muskies can catch quality 
fish. Please be aware of the fishing regulations for tiger muskie. Kokanee salmon were stocked in 2018 and 2019 and anglers 
occasionally catch these fish in good sizes, but they are rare. Contact the Pueblo Wildlife office for further details (719-
561-5300).  
DeWeese Reservoir  
 

Pueblo Reservoir 

As of 9/01/2019, the reservoir is down about 2 feet and water temperatures are in the mid 70’s. The water clarity is around 
5 to 8 feet and fishing has slowed a bit. Walleye fishing is still consistent using swimbaits, night crawlers, and leeches along 
the bottom. The slow death rig is a good tactic for trolling for walleye. Anglers trolling are also having success catching 
walleye during the cooler periods of the day. Look for points and humps along the shoreline to troll. Underwater points and 
submerged trees still seem to be the best areas. Reports that fish are suspended in 30 to 40 feet of water. The minimum size 
for smallmouth, largemouth, and spotted bass is 15 inches in length. The bag/possession limit and minimum size for 
walleye/saugeye is five fish in the aggregate, 18 inches in length. The bag/possession limit for crappie is 10 fish and the 
minimum size is 10 inches in length. The bag/possession limit for wiper is 5 fish and no more than one wiper greater than 21 
inches, in length, per day can be taken. Underwater spearfishing is allowed for the take of channel, blue, and flathead catfish 
with an aggregate bag and possession limit of 5 fish.  
Pueblo Reservoir 
 

Trinidad Reservoir 

As of 9/03/2019, the reservoir is at 742 surface areas with a surface elevation of 6,185.67 feet. All shorelines are open for 
fishing and the water temperature is around 72 degrees. South shore anglers have been catching trout with PowerBait/Dough 
bait off the bottom. The trout fishing has been good with lots of fish from 12 to 15 inches being caught. A few smaller bass 
and perch have also been caught on the south shoreline. Boaters have had success targeting all species in deeper water with 
most bass and perch being caught in the mornings and evenings. Boaters have been catching trout throughout the day. Trolling 
worms or spinners has been working for walleye and they have been between 10 and 15 inches. Reilly Canyon has been good 
for trout. Catfish are being caught on worms and liver and worms have been working for perch in the canyon.      
Trinidad Reservoir 
 

Conditions Report - Northwest Colorado 
 

Blue River – Silverthorne 

As of 9/02/2019, fishing is picking up and reduced flows have improved water clarity and made wading possible. The lower 
flows have made trout more selective. Trout can be found in deeper pools and pockets during the warmer parts of the day. 
This is a great stretch of water to try a smaller dry fly with a larger fly about a foot and a half or two feet above the smaller 
fly on your leader. This will not only take it easier to watch the smaller fly, but will also increase the chances of attracting 
the attention of a hungry fish. There has been a variety of bug activity, which has the fish feeding on a wide variety of 
patterns both dries and nymphs. Trout can be located on top of the water and it is important when flows are reduced. Try 
using a double or triple nymph rig and try using a wide variety. Common insects include blue winged olive, caddis, green 
drake, midge, mysis shrimp, PMD, terrestrial species, and yellow stoneflies.  
Flows: 105 CFS (9/06/2019)  
Blue River 
 

Colorado River – Near Kremmling  

As of 9/06/2019, fishing has been better on overcast days and it is the time of year for hopper fishing. Water temperatures 
have been reported around 53 degrees. Try the hopper dropper rig as well as larger streamers for some of the trophy trout 
that can be found in this river. Amy’s Ants and Chubby Chernobyl’s are suggested hopper options. Another successful 
technique for catching big browns has been jerk baits, spinners, and spoons fished perpendicularly, or upstream, through 
the flow letting the bait swing on the pause. If fish have moved to deeper pools, try nymphing!    
Flows: 1310 CFS (9/06/2019)  
Colorado River  
 

 

http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=541
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=1707
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=111
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=111
https://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=665
https://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=665
https://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=665
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Dillon Reservoir  
As of 9/04/2019, water temperatures are in the high 60’s with water clarity reported as murky. Brown trout, rainbow trout, 
kokanee salmon, and Arctic Char can all be caught here. Anglers have reported catching rainbows and suckers with worms. 
Arctic char can be caught by trolling or jigging using similar techniques anglers use to catch lake trout during this time of 
the year. All Arctic char under 20 inches in length must be returned to the water immediately upon catch. The bag and 
possession limit and minimum size for Arctic char is one fish, 20 inches in length. 
Dillon Reservoir  
 

Lake Granby 

As of 9/01/2019, anglers reported success catching eater sized lakers on white tube jigs tipped with sucker meat in 50 to 
100 feet of water. Trolling with lead core with small cranks and spoons that are brightly colored. The overall bite at the 
lake is slow but lakers are being to group together as they prepare to spawn. Rainbows are being caught from the shoreline. 
The kokanee bite has been slow but if your looking to catch them try Columbine Bay.     
Lake Granby 
 

Lake John 
As of 8/26/2019, fishing depends on who you talk to right now. Some people are doing just great from shore and boats 
while others spending several days fishing and coming up empty handed. Fishing technique is playing a larger role this year 
than last year and you do have to try a little harder. Right now, the name of the game is “If you aren’t fishing in the weeds 
then you aren’t catching”. You must find the weed line if out in a boat and fish it, then the heat of the day you must find 
the deep holes. From shore, most success is coming from fishing in the weeds off the bottom with a 4.5 to 5 foot lead. Stop 
by the store and we are more than happy to discuss more details and point you in the right direction. Just keep in mind that 
Lake John is not fishing the same as it did last year when you could throw anything at them and catch large number of small 
fish all day. While fishing is a little more difficult, the fish are much bigger this year. We are consistently seeing 17 inch to 
22 inch regularly! Bait is still all over the board right now: black leech and wooly bugger flies, PowerBait in white, salmon 
peach, rainbow garlic, gulp nightcrawlers, shrimp, rainbow kastmasters… the list could go on and on. Don’t forget the 
mosquitoes are still here and to bring your spray. 
Lake John 
 

Rifle Gap Reservoir 
As of 9/03/2019, fishing has been the best during the cooler parts of the day such as early morning or late into the evening. 
The water level is higher than normal but beginning to drop and temperatures are being reported in the high-60’s and low-
70’s. There are reports of visibility up to 8 feet in the morning and reduced visibility as the temperature increases and 
larger crowds hit the lake. Walleye, perch, and bass have been the most commonly caught fish. Night crawlers are catching 
fish as well as jigs with artificial swimbaits. The Cedar Campground and dam are typically good areas for bass fishing. 
Reminder that walleye have special restrictions, only one fish may be kept and it must be a minimum of 18 inches in length. 
Trout can also be caught using PowerBait or retrieving small lures. Underwater spear fishing may be used as a method of 
fishing for pike and carp in accordance with regulations issues by CPW. Underwater spear fishing is prohibited within 100 
feet of any marina, boat ramp, swim beach, or dam infrastructure.  
Rifle Gap Reservoir 
 

Williams Fork Reservoir 

As of 9/01/2019, the surface temperature has ranged from the low to high 60’s and has been dropping. The reservoir is 
nearly full at this point and water clarity is about 10 feet in some areas. Lake trout are slowing down but have been biting 
early in the morning and again in the mid to late afternoon with tube jigs, tipped with sucker meat, off the bottom in 80 to 
100 feet of water. Rainbows are also slowing down but some have been reported to be hanging around the area where the 
river and reservoir meet. There have been reports of anglers catching trout from shore with PowerBait, salmon eggs, and 
spinners. The pike and kokanee bite has been slow.   
Williams Fork Reservoir 
 

Conditions Report - Southwest Colorado 

  

Animas River – Near Durango  

As of 8/29/2019, water clarity has been good and the fishing has picked up. Browns and rainbows have been biting and 
streamers are working the best. The regular water level has made wading easier than it has been in the past. There are 
special regulations from the Lightner Creek confluence to the Rivera Crossing Bridge, which is designated as Gold Medal 
water, and the trout bag limit is 2 fish that are 16 inches or longer.  
Flows: 348 CFS (9/06/2019) 
Animas River  
 

 

http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=39
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=37
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=37
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=423
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=423
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=436
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=436
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=1432
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Blue Mesa Reservoir 
As of 9/06/2019, water levels are high which is allowing the fish to spread out over a larger area so anglers must cover a lot 
of water to be successful. Fishing has been slow. Anglers trolling with lead core are having the best success fishing shallow 
early in the day and deeper during the middle part of the day. Reports are suggesting that the salmon are still schooling 
before their run so many anglers are able to get their limits while fishing the reservoir. It remains to be seen how much 
longer anglers will be able to catch these pre-spawn salmon but for now, it is still producing a lot of good fish. Fly anglers 
are reporting more and more kokanee spawning in the river recently as well so the big spawn is getting closer. For more 
information, contact Curecanti National Recreation Area at 970-641-2337. 
Blue Mesa Reservoir 

 
Crawford Reservoir 

Located 2 miles south of the town of Crawford on Highway 92. As of 9/01/2019, water level is currently a foot and a half 
below capacity. We have had many anglers, both shore fishing and fishing from boats. They have reported catching pike, 
perch, largemouth bass and crappie. Try the east shore near the Clear Fork boat ramp cove for crappie. Good baits include 
small tube jigs and worms. Channel catfish can be caught near the dam, on the north side of peninsula cove, with night 
crawlers, stinkbaits, and dead minnows. Largemouth bass are hitting crankbaits, spinners, and soft plastics in rocky areas 
near the dam. Remember that there is a lake specific limit on the bass. They must be 18 inches or larger to keep, and you 
can only keep ONE. Statewide limits pertain to all other species. Pike were introduced illegal to this reservoir and have had 
a negative impact on the fishery. Anglers can help CPW by keeping their legal bag and possession limit which is unlimited.    
Crawford Reservoir 
 

East River  
As of 9/04/2019, caddis and stones have been catching fish and the flows have been optimal. Dry-dropper rigs are a great 
option in riffles. Be aware of special fishing regulations at different points along the river. From the upstream property 
boundary at the Roaring Judy Fish Hatchery and downstream to the Roaring Judy Hatchery outlet: fishing is only allowed 
with artificial flies/lures, the taking of kokanee salmon is prohibited, and the bag/possession limit and maximum size for 
trout is 2 fish that are at least 12 inches in length. From the Roaring Judy Hatchery outlet downstream to the southern 
Roaring Judy SFU boundary: fishing is prohibited from August 1st until October 31st.  
Flows: 158 CFS (9/04/2019) 
East River 
 

Gunnison River – near Gunnison  

As of 9/06/2019, the hopper dropper rig and small flies paired with indicators have been working well. Hopper action has 
been getting better and should only continue to improve. Streamers are another great option for larger fish and work the 
best on this stretch of the river when there is some cloud coverage. Anglers fishing with spinning gear continue to have luck 
on spinners, spoons, and jerk baits. These can be fished perpendicularly, or upstream, through the flow letting the bait 
swing on the pause with jerk baits. Fish are moving to the center of the river as temperatures continue to warm. Kokanee 
also begin their run up the river around this time of year, through October, to the East River. Deeper runs are housing a few 
kokanee right now so fishing some egg patterns could produce some decent feeding trout behind the spawning salmon. The 
flows have been great for floating the river. Wading is also possible in areas of the river west of Gunnison.     
Flows: 664 CFS (9/06/2019) 
Gunnison River 
 

Ridgway State Park 
As of 9/01/2019, fishing for trout is good most productive lures of choice are worms, artificial salmon eggs, spinners, and 
Rapala’s. Smallmouth are also biting in shallow rocky areas such as along Mears Bay. Small spinners, little minnow 
imitations, and small aquatic fly imitations are good starting points. Fishing at the fishing ponds at Pa-Co-Chu-Puk has 
slowed down with a variety of presentations working sporadically. Flows in the Pa-Co-Chu-Puk River are still high but anglers 
are having some success using bigger “bugs” such as leech imitations, San Juan Worms, or Chubby Chernobyl Ant dries. Try 
terrestrials and streamers. There is no bag/possession limit for smallmouth bass because they consume and negatively 
impact native fish species at the reservoir.  
Ridgway Reservoir 
 

Taylor River – Below Taylor Park Reservoir  

As of 9/04/2019, good flies include Elk Wig caddis, Blue Dun, Tungsten Midge, Red Quill and PMD’s. Fishing has been good 
and hoppers have been working well. Small flies and light tippet are the name if the game on this river. Fish can be found in 
pockets, runs, and various riffles along the river. This section does get a lot of fishing pressure so the fish are well 
educated. It is also important to be aware of stretches of private land and make sure to access the river where there is 
public access.  
Flows: 350 CFS at Almont (9/04/2019) 
Taylor River 
 

http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=152
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=390
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=1602
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=1602
https://cpw.state.co.us/thingstodo/Fishery%20Survey%20Summaries/GunnisonRiveratGunnison.pdf
https://cpw.state.co.us/thingstodo/Fishery%20Survey%20Summaries/GunnisonRiveratGunnison.pdf
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=62
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=621
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Conditions Report – Statewide  

 
Temperatures are beginning to drop and fall is quickly approaching, which should improve fishing conditions for rivers and 
lakes across the state. This time of year, kokanee salmon are beginning to run and can be spotted moving up river systems. 
When fishing for this species it is important to remember that they do not eat as they spawn and any bite is a reactionary 
response. Brightly colored eggs and streamers will produce the best results. Use heavier equipment as these fish can put up 
a big fight and have sharp teeth which can cut the line. The terrestrial bite should also be improving and don’t be afraid to 
fish in faster water, in the middle of the water column, as these insects often are drawn into these areas. Use a strike 
indicator if fishing with terrestrials below the surface. Windy days should have the best bite as these conditions blow more 
insects into rivers and streams. Warm water fishing should also improve, however, with the current temperatures it is still 
best to fish near dusk or dawn when fish are the most active. Try top water poppers for bass in the morning and crawfish 
imitations as the day moves on and the temperatures increase. Look for rocky points to throw crawfish imitations as this is 
where they are usually found when they are mating in the fall. With warmer temperatures, walleye and trout will look for 
cooler water in deeper areas. Try trolling deep to catch using large billed cranks or lead core. Good luck fishing and don’t 
forget to send us some pictures of your catches!     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tip of the Week 

 
Fishing with Streamers  
 
This week’s tip is about setting the perfect hook when fishing with streamer flies. Streamers are a great way to cover a 
large area of water quickly and is also the go-to method when having difficulty figuring out what the fish are eating. These 
are also great flies for catching big fish as they imitate larger baitfish, leeches, crawfish, etc. Tyler O’Connor is a 
tremendous fly angler in Colorado and has guided many successful fishing trips in the state. He told me one of the most 
important tips when fishing with steamers is to perform a strip set when setting the hook. “When you start out fishing 
streamers and you get a bite, most people’s instinct is to raise the rod tip to set the hook (trout set), however this is not 
what you want to do. Instead of raising the rod, keep the tip pointed straight at your fly and when you feel the fish hit, 
strip the fly again (fairly hard). Even if this doesn’t hook the fish, the fly will still be right in front of the fish so it will have 
another chance to eat it. This will also help when saltwater fishing for bonefish or tarpon.”   
 
Have a suggestion or request? 
Email us at dnr_fish.reporter@state.co.us 
We would love to hear back from our subscribers regarding fishing reports, tips, and requests of material you would like to 
start seeing more of. Any useful feedback helps us make our fishing reports a “go to” resource for anglers fishing Colorado’s 
waters. If you would like to report water and/or fishing conditions to be used in the next fishing report, feel free to submit 
a report to dnr_fish.reporter@state.co.us.  
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