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News and Information  

 
Upcoming Fishing Tournaments and Events 
 
Instead of long shopping lines, crowds on Black Friday, try a long hike in the solitude of nature and 
free entry to Cheyenne Mountain State Park 
The holidays are a special time at Cheyenne Mountain State Park as we celebrate next week’s Black Friday kickoff of the 
shopping season in a unique way: free entrance to the park. Instead of hectic crowds and long lines at the shopping centers, 
take a long hike in the solitude of nature. Or with a few friends and family. Why not? It’s free on Friday, Nov. 29, a.k.a. 
Black Friday. Or, as we call it, Fresh Air Friday. 
 
Colorado Parks and Wildlife Commission to meet November 14 - 15 in Wray 
The Colorado Parks and Wildlife Commission will discuss an annual review of “General Provisions” regulations (adjusting 
license fees and license agent commission rates according to adjustments to the Denver-Aurora-Lakewood Consumer Price 
Index), annual review of “Fishing” regulations, annual review of “Furbearers and Small Game” (turkey hunting season dates 
and license numbers), as well as regulations pertaining to “Wildlife Properties,” “Damage Caused by Wildlife,” and “Passes, 
Permits and Registrations” at its November meeting.  
 
CPW launches walleye study to assess population dynamics at Lake Pueblo, Chatfield and Cherry Creek 
Colorado Parks and Wildlife aquatic research section and aquatic biologists are conducting a walleye demographic study at 
the three reservoirs the state utilizes in its spring spawning operation. CPW stocked 47 million walleye fry across the state 
in 2019, the most of any species, and those fry come from spawning operations at just three Colorado reservoirs - Cherry 
Creek, Chatfield and Lake Pueblo. CPW collected 126 million walleye eggs last spring from its spawning effort to meet the 
demand of its hatcheries. The study being conducted is called Fall Walleye Index Netting (FWIN). It was developed by the 
Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry for assessing walleye populations in a standardized way. CPW has 
adapted that protocol to work here in Colorado. It involves the netting of fish from across a reservoir at varying depths and 
measuring what is caught to get an idea of what the population density is and the structure of the fish in the lake.  
 
Ice Fishing Season Is Fast Approaching 
Colorado Parks and Wildlife would like to remind anglers that once ice-fishing season is upon us, the Fishing Report will be 
published on Fridays every other week instead of the weekly Friday report that is produced during open water season. 
Colorado Parks and Wildlife would also like to encourage everyone to be safe and cautious during early ice season. It is 
recommended to fish with a partner and to be prepared for self-rescue should a situation arise.    
 

Read more about Ice Fishing Safety at: 
http://cpw.state.co.us/learn/Pages/IcefishingSafety.aspx 
 

 

 Now you can take the #ColoradoOutdoors anywhere. Follow us on @instagram @coparkswildlife! 
http://instagram.com/coparkswildlife  
 

 

 Check out our CPW community on Facebook. Colorado anglers can “like" the CPW Facebook page to get 
tips, share stories and more. If you love the outdoors, this is the place to be. Before you head out, head 
for facebook.com/ColoradoParksandWildlife/. 
 

 

 Fish with us on Twitter 
Colorado anglers can get updates directly from CPW on Twitter. Follow @COParksWildlife. 
 

https://cpw.state.co.us/aboutus/Pages/News-Release-Details.aspx?NewsID=7157
https://cpw.state.co.us/aboutus/Pages/News-Release-Details.aspx?NewsID=7157
https://cpw.state.co.us/aboutus/Pages/News-Release-Details.aspx?NewsID=7148
https://cpw.state.co.us/aboutus/Pages/News-Release-Details.aspx?NewsID=7151
https://cpw.state.co.us/aboutus/Pages/News-Release-Details.aspx?NewsID=7151
http://cpw.state.co.us/learn/Pages/IcefishingSafety.aspx
http://cpw.state.co.us/learn/Pages/IcefishingSafety.aspx
https://twitter.com/hashtag/ColoradoOutdoors?src=hash
https://twitter.com/instagram
https://twitter.com/instagram
http://t.co/wGKzBLGenq
http://www.facebook.com/cpwfishing
http://twitter.com/COParksWildlife
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Stocking Report 
 

Body of Water Region Report Date 

Hudson Town Pond Northeast 11/4/2019 

Thornton Gravel Lake #2 Northeast 11/4/2019 

SVSP Mallard Northeast 11/5/2019 

McCall Lake Northeast 11/5/2019 

Prospect Lake Southeast  11/6/2019 

Stratton Pond Southeast 11/7/2019 

Hale Pond #1 Southeast 11/7/2019 

Hale Pond #2 Southeast 11/7/2019 

Hale Pond #3 Southeast 11/7/2019 

Arkansas River #3B Southeast 11/7/2019 

Anticline Pond Southeast 11/7/2019 

Loveland Service Center Pond Northeast 11/8/2019 

Lon Hagler Reservoir Northeast 11/8/2019 

North Michigan Reservoir  Northeast 11/12/2019 

Dowdy Lake Northeast 11/12/2019 

Runyon Lake Southeast 11/12/2019 

Pueblo West Pond Southeast 11/12/2019 

Ordway Reservoir Southeast 11/12/2019 

Quail Lake Southeast 11/12/2019 

Pike View Reservoir Southeast 11/12/2019 

Stagecoach Reservoir  Northwest 11/13/2019 

Martin Lake Southeast 11/13/2019 

Horseshoe Reservoir Southeast 11/13/2019 

Cherry Creek Reservoir Northeast 11/14/2019 

Stagecoach Reservoir  Northwest 11/14/2019 

Dillon Reservoir  Northwest 11/15/2019 

Wolford Mountain Reservoir  Northwest 11/15/2019 

http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=1706
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=112
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=433
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=638
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=809
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=809
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=809
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=1333
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=540
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=1657
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=450
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=56
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=229
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=851
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=261
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=134
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=159
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=637
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=362
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=440
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=315
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=362
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=39
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=46
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The stocking report features bodies of water stocked the week prior to the published report. The 
bodies of water reported on, are stocked with “catchables”, which are fish about 10 inches in length. 
These fish are stocked for anglers of all ages and experience levels to enjoy. There are many 
additional bodies of water stocked by our tremendously hard-working hatcheries staff but are not 
listed in our report. We only report on the waters that are stocked with catchables so that anglers can 
go experience a great day of fishing. 
 
You can also use the CPW Fishing Atlas filter on the left side of your Fishing Atlas screen. Click on the 
box beside “Stocked with catchables (~10 inches)” and a fish icon will appear on the bodies of water 
that have been stocked. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CPW Fishing Atlas 
 
CPW Fishing App  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
As the ice season 
approaches, the number of water bodies stocked decreases throughout the 
winter compared to spring and summertime stocking efforts. 
 
However, our hatcheries staff do stock some bodies of water during the 
winter under the ice.  

Stagecoach Reservoir  Northwest 11/15/2019 

https://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas
https://cpw.state.co.us/Pages/CPW-Fishing-App.aspx
ttp://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=362
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When stocked in the winter, the hatchery trout are less susceptible to 
predation from northern pike, ensuring higher survival rates and improved 
angling opportunities.  
 
The 10-inch “catchables” grow rapidly under the ice, reaching 13 to 14 
inches in length by spring. 
 
For example, each year, Colorado Parks and Wildlife stocks 100,000 to 
140,000 trout through the ice at Eleven Mile and Spinney Mountain 
Reservoirs. Since its inception in 2007, Colorado Parks and Wildlife’s 
Winter Fish Stocking Program has planted more than 740,000 trout in 
Eleven Mile and Spinney. 
 
Colorado Parks and Wildlife does not receive general tax dollars. Fees from 
fishing licenses support statewide hatchery and fish stocking programs. If 
you are someone who has purchased a fishing license over the years, 
THANK YOU! Without your support, programs like this might not be able to 
exist. 
 
Here is a fantastic video filmed in 2017 displaying winter stocking of 
hatchery trout at Eleven Mile State Park. Click on the link on the following 
page to view the footage.  
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Winter Stocking of 16,000 Trout at Eleven Mile Reservoir 

Video Credit: Jerry Neal @ Colorado Parks and Wildlife 
 

 
 

Catch of the Week 
 

 
 

Dale caught and released this 23-inch rainbow trout at Eleven Mile Reservoir! 
 

Have a fish you are proud of? Share your photo! 
Email dnr_fish.reporter@state.co.us and put “Catch of the Week” in the subject line

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9PKpF_9mhJU
mailto:dnr_fish.reporter@state.co.us
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Conditions Report – Metro 

  

Aurora Reservoir  
This 762-acre impoundment is located off E. Quincy Avenue, two miles east of E-470. Open to boating. As of 11/22/2019, 
water level is low and the public dock is completely out of the water! Trout fishing from shore is fair to good using 
PowerBait and crawlers from the dam and off some of the points off the south side. Boaters are reporting anywhere from 
fair to good success on trout trolling with crawlers and spoons. Walleye fishing from shore is fair using suspended jerk baits 
form the west end of the dam. Boaters are reporting fair to good success on walleye using jigs. For more information call 
303-326-8425. Park hours for November are 6:30 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. (closed on Thanksgiving Day). Restricted to electric 
motors only. Last month of the boating season. Closed to boating December 1st this includes all hand launched 
watercraft such as canoes, kayaks, rafts, paddle boards etc.  
Aurora Reservoir 
 

Chatfield Reservoir 

This 1,356-acre impoundment is located in Chatfield State Park. As of 11/18/2019, the water temperature continues to 
drop and is now reported in the low 40’s with the reservoir down about 4 feet. Recent reports have indicated fly fishing at 
the reservoir has been an effective strategy with black woolly buggers working from shore to catch rainbow trout. Other 
steamers that mimic minnows, crayfish, leeches, etc. should be effective as temperatures continue to drop. With all the 
recent snow and cold temperatures, fish have likely moved into deeper water across the reservoir but there should still be 
some good opportunities for fishing before the reservoir freezes over, as they will be looking to consume as much food as 
possible for the winter. Fishing has been steadily picking up and improving overall for the walleye bite with the cold 
weather moving through the Front Range. Main points to hit are the contour lines at around 25-30 feet of water. Vertical 
jigging with chartreuse or orange jigs with plastics or worms near points and drop-offs across the reservoir is still catching 
walleyes. Jigging spoons and raps are another great option and jigging raps are a great tactic to utilize when ice fishing as 
well. Once suspended fish are identified, working these Rapala’s correctly will cause them to make a circular motion in the 
water that fish can’t resist! The minimum size for largemouth and smallmouth bass is 15 inches in length. The bag limit and 
minimum size for walleye is three fish, 18 inches in length. No more than one walleye greater than 21 inches in length may 
be taken per day.  
Chatfield Reservoir 
 

Cherry Creek 

This 881-acre impoundment is located in Cherry Creek State Park, in Aurora. There are two entrances to the park, the east 
entrance off S. Dayton St. and the west entrance off S. Parker Rd. As of 11/22/2019, there have been reports of water 
temperatures in the low 40’s with the reservoir down about 2 feet. The walleye fishing has been slow lately and there are 
reports of lots of shad activity despite the recent low temperatures. This can make it difficult to find walleye. Rainbows 
were recently stocked at the reservoir and trout fishing should pick up. Try using PowerBait or crawlers if fishing from 
shore. If fishing from a boat, trolling with a spinner and worm harness or silver spoons are a great option for catching trout. 
The minimum size for largemouth and smallmouth bass is 15 inches in length. The bag limit and minimum size for walleye is 
three fish, 18 inches in length. No more than one walleye greater than 21 inches in length may be taken per day.  
Cherry Creek Reservoir 
 

Conditions Report - Northeast Colorado 

 

Antero Reservoir   
Reported 11/22/2019, water temperatures are being reported in the 30’s and the reservoir is down a little but normal for 
this time of year. The water is still open in some areas but ice is being reported on some areas of the reservoir. There are 
mixed reports of where there is open water and where there is ice. Water clarity has been good (at least 8 feet) in the 
north and east parts of the reservoir where there is open water. Fishing has been good on the north side of the reservoir. A 
recent cold front may have changed conditions at the reservoir and caused more ice to form. Be cautious during the early 
ice season as conditions can change quickly. It is a good idea to drill test holes to check thickness and be aware of snow 
covered ice which can hide cracked or weakened points. Carrying a safety kit (ice chisel/auger, ice picks, nylon rope, wool 
blanket, cell phone, etc.) is another good idea.  
Antero Reservoir 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=85
http://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/Parks/Chatfield
http://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/Parks/Chatfield
https://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/Parks/cherrycreek
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=379
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=379
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Boyd Lake  
As of 11/17/2019, the water temperature is being reported in the 40’s and the lake is down about 9 feet. Trout fishing has 
been reported as excellent lately and anglers are having success from the boat and from shore. Boaters are having success 
trolling spinners and cranks near the boathouse and PowerBait is working well from shore. Jigging is another good option.     
Walleye fishing has been reported as slow. If fishing for Waldos (walleye), try the northeast shoreline in 15 to 25 feet of 
water and troll a slow death rig or a bottom bouncer with a chartreuse spinner and worm harness. Once you get a bite, try 
jigging that area for a while. The bass bite has been good using jigs or deep diving cranks in 20 to 30 feet of water. 
Shoreline fishing for carp, bluegill, catfish, and crappie are all good using a variety of baits and lures including worms, 
stinkbaits, Kastmasters and Rapala’s. Minimum size for largemouth and smallmouth bass is 15 inches in length. The 
minimum size for walleye and saugeye is 15 inches in length. No more than one walleye or saugeye in the aggregate greater 
than 21 inches in length may be taken per day. Any live fish collected for use as bait may only be used in the same body of 
water from which they were collected. All live bait/fish from a commercial source and transported by anglers must at all 
times be accompanied by a receipt for the source. Receipt is valid for 7 days. If you do not use all live aquatic bait in one 
trip, you must provide your own distilled water to transport from each body of water. 
Boyd Lake 
 

Clear Creek  

As of 11/22/2019, use caution when fishing the creek as there are reports of ice forming along banks on certain stretches of 
this creek and this is because a lot of the stream does not get much sun light. The lower portions of the creek, near Golden, 
are going to present the best fishing conditions. Guides suggest waiting until the afternoon when things warm up a bit. This 
weekend could be a prime fishing opportunity as the recent cold front will be passing and sunny conditions are expected. 
Fish will be feeding in the deeper runs and pools. Fly patterns are going to remain about the same so tie on your Hare’s 
Ears, Copper Johns, midges in the black and brown patterns and even some smaller emergers.  
Flows: 50.4 CFS at Golden and 37 CFS near Lawson (11/22/2019)  
Clear Creek 
 

Deckers and Cheesman Canyon 
As of 11/18/2019, there has been excellent water clarity and small tippet and inconspicuous indicators are going to be the 
name of the game in order to avoid spooking the trout here on this section of the South Platte. 2 or 3 fly nymph rigs are 
going to get you success and guides are recommending anglers to think small in terms of tippet and fly selection. Fishing 
conditions have been ideal as flows have increased recently. Trout can be found in pools, slower runs, and near shelves on 
sunny days and more near the middle of the water column when it is overcast. Stalcup’s baetis, Mercury midge, Matt’s 
Midge, Juju baetis, and Mercury Flashback midges in the #20-22 sizes are good flies to include. Streamer fishing has not 
ended by any means so be sure to include various sculpin and trout patterns in your box for the post brown trout spawn. 
REDDS can still be observed so please be aware and avoid fishing too close to them. Want to know more about trophy trout 
of Cheesman Canyon? Visit the Colorado Outdoors Magazine Blog Post, “Trophy Trout of Cheesman Canyon”.  
Flows: 86.7 CFS (11/21/2018) 
Deckers and Cheesman Canyon 
 

Eleven Mile Reservoir  
As of 11/17/2019, at Cross Creek there are small pockets of ice on either side of the inlet. There is skim ice in the little cove 
below the Day Use area but is only 1-2 feet out. Suckers Cove has ice in the cove itself but only out to the parking lot. There 
is ice in the cove between Roger's Mountain and Rocking Chair about 25 yards by 25 yards. Most all of the reservoir is ice free.  
In early morning, you may see ice in some of the shallow coves in addition to what is listed above, but it is melting off early 
with the nice weather we are having. Ice conditions will be changing constantly at this time of year. Reports of no ice in 
Corral Cove but that the bite has been slow recently. The fishing should pick up after this recent cold front and trout and pike 
will be hungry as they feed before the reservoir ices over. If fishing for trout, try using light colored tube jigs. Sunny skies are 
expected this weekend! The boat ramps have closed for the season. 
Eleven Mile State Park 
 

Jackson Lake State Park 
As of 11/19/2019, surface water temperatures have been reported in the high 30’s and low 40’s with poor visibility. The 
lake is full and walleye fishing is poor to fair; while Wipers are being reported as fair. Most Wipers are under the 15" limit 
however, anglers are reporting catching high numbers of them; cut bait is the bait of choice. Reports indicate a few channel 
catfish and freshwater drum have been caught. Fishing the bottom off the dam is recommended for channel catfish; cut 
shad and shrimp makes good bait. Shore and ice anglers do well catching rainbow and cutbow trout using night crawlers and 
PowerBait. Jackson Lake is closed to all motorized boating! 
Jackson Lake 
 

Spinney Mountain Reservoir  
As of 11/22/2019, Spinney Mountain State Park has closed for the season.  
Spinney Mountain  

http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=76
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=1392
https://coloradooutdoorsmag.com/2019/11/15/trophy-trout-cheesman-canyon/
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=1436
http://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/Parks/ElevenMile
http://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/Parks/ElevenMile
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=445
http://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/Parks/spinneymountain
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Tarryall Reservoir  
As of 11/22/2019, reports of unsafe ice near the south boat ramp and more solid ice (4 to 5 inches) near the north end of 
the reservoir. There has been good fishing for rainbows and northerns and the most basic setup is a jig head tipped with a 
wax worm. A variety of lures tipped with wax worms, sucker meat, and night crawlers should produce a bite. Try tungsten 
jigs which are heavier and allow you to get deeper without needing larger jig heads. There have also been reports that jigs 
with red and white tails have been effective. Once the reservoir completely ices over and there is enough ice to safely fish 
on, it is a great body of water to ice fish and presents the opportunity to catch large rainbows and northerns. Pursue spots 
where there are shelves and transition lines of shallow to deep waters or sometimes even weed lines. Fish will often times 
cruise up and down these areas, searching for the food that comes down from the shallows and drops to the depths where 
they are ready to feed. The trout especially use this tactic and often times they will be on the move so the bite may be on 
one minute then shut off instantly. Patience will be key because there is a good chance the fish will return again to the 
same spot in search of more food. This reservoir is only a couple hours’ drive from both Denver and Colorado Springs and is 
a great place to spend the weekend fishing!      
Tarryall Reservoir 
 

Conditions Report - Southeast Colorado  

 

Arkansas River – Salida to Canon City  
As of 11/19/2019, water clarity reported as clear on this stretch of the river with 2 to 4 feet of visibility. Water 
temperatures are being reported in the high 30’s and 40’s. The flows are currently high as water is released from Twin 
Lakes in order to create from for the upcoming snowpack. However, once this period of time has passed the flows are going 
to start to dip for the winter months. In general, this means the fish will be a bit finicky as they grow accustomed to the 
new flows. The recent cold front has slowed the action but it should begin to pick up during the weekend as nicer conditions 
are expected. Deep nymphing will be the most productive for the rest of the fall and winter season but if you see consistent 
surface water action, try some dries. Streamers should also be in full force, especially with the water being a bit stained. 
Large articulated streamers in all shapes and sizes can work here as the available amount of bait fish are abundant and in 
wide varieties. Try using JuJu Baetis, Stalcup’s Baetis, Zebra Midges (#20-22), Red Copper Johns, and San Juan worms. 
Watch out for redds and make sure to protect them for healthy, future generations of trout.  
Flows: 633 CFS at Wellsville (11/19/2019)  
Lake Pueblo State Park 
 

Arkansas River – Leadville to Buena Vista  
As of 11/21/2019, water temperatures are in the 30’s and 40’s with excellent visibility on this stretch of the river. With 
colder temperatures, guides recommend fishing in warmer times of the day and focus efforts on deeper runs. Slush flows 
reported in the early morning. The recent cold front and snow may have slowed the fishing a bit. Sunny skies with highs in 
the mid-40’s are expected Saturday and Sunday in Buena Vista before another cold front moves in next week. Generally, 
stretches of this river closer to Salida will fish the best as winter moves in. Fish are sitting in these areas waiting to strike so 
try baitfish imitation streamers to induce a bite. Fish should be in deeper pockets of water where the water is moving 
slower and is therefore a bit warmer. Nymphing transition water is also a good tactic. This stretch of river is also extremely 
wader friendly but these fish can spook easily so it is best to use a cautious approach. Use caution for any fish still spawning 
and from redds that you may locate.   
Flows: 80 CFS at Hayden Meadows and 350 CFS at Granite (11/19/2019)  
Arkansas River 
 

John Martin Reservoir 

This reservoir is located on the Arkansas River and provides an excellent opportunity to catch bass, crappie, catfish, saugeye, 
and wipers. As of 11/18/2019, the water level reported as extremely low with poor visibility being reported and the reservoir 
is turning over causing turbidity. There have been a few reports of wiper being caught and look for coves and rocky points to 
use shad or crayfish imitations. The cold front likely caused large portions of the shad populations to die off but using these 
imitations and mimicking a struggling fish is a good option. Try using small jigs with plastics for crappie! The east and west 
boat ramps are closed as of November 1st until March 15th for waterfowl resting.   
John Martin Reservoir 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=178
http://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/parks/LakePueblo/Pages/default.aspx
https://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=665
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=50
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=50
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Pueblo Reservoir 

As of 11/22/2019, water temperatures dropped to the high 40’s and low 50’s and should continue to drop and water clarity 
has varied from 1 to 4 feet across the reservoir. Recent reports suggest the reservoir recently turned over before winter which 
has caused fishing to be sporadic. Things should start to return to normal and try fishing for walleyes near some of the regular 
spots as shad populations should continue to decrease throughout the reservoir. Try jigging near humps, rocky points, etc. or 
trolling cranks. The minimum size for smallmouth, largemouth, and spotted bass is 15 inches in length. The bag/possession 
limit and minimum size for walleye/saugeye is five fish in the aggregate, 18 inches in length. The bag/possession limit for 
crappie is 10 fish and the minimum size is 10 inches in length. The bag/possession limit for wiper is 5 fish and no more than 
one wiper greater than 21 inches, in length, per day can be taken. Roadwork has begun on South Marina and North Marina 
Roads. They will be rotomilling and paving activities on both roads for the next 2 to 3 weeks. Expect delays and gravel 
roads at the work progresses. The South Decon Station is closed for the next 3 weeks. ALL Decons will be done on the 
North Ramp. 
Pueblo Reservoir 
 

Trinidad Lake 
As of 11/22/2019, the lake is at 715 surface acres with a surface elevation of 6183.23. All shorelines are open for fishing. 
Water temperatures are being reported around 45 degrees. Fishing has been reported as good all around the lake. South 
shore anglers are catching trout with PowerBait and dough bait fished off the bottom and 12 to 15 inch trout have been 
reported as common catches. In Reilly Canyon, some ice has been forming around the inlet on cold mornings and this may 
have increased with the recent cold front. Trout are being caught off the bottom with dough bait. Boaters have had success 
catching trout and walleye. Trolling with worms and spinners seems to be the go to rig. Try a slow death rig as well. This 
presentation (spinner blade, beads, rotation from the unique hook shape, half portion of worm) is irresistible to walleye and 
also allows anglers to cover a large portion of water. Reports of Waldos (walleye) and small mouths being caught in 10 to 20 
feet of water. Boating will close for the season on November 30th.  
Trinidad Lake 
 

Conditions Report - Northwest Colorado 
 

Blue River – Silverthorne 

As of 11/18/2019, the Blue through Silverthorne has been fishing well recently and had flows have remained steady. As a 
result, fish will be more congregated together and probably a little easier to find offering great sight fishing opportunities. 
The bad news is this stretch of water is not very big to begin with and gets a lot of fishing pressure. Anglers will need to 
bring their A-game when on this section of water as these fish are intelligent and will be more alert than if the flows were 
higher. Small tippet, small flies, and low profile indicators will be vital. Keep in mind that because a trout does not swim 
away when you cast near it, does not mean it is already aware you are there. Guides recommend spotting these fish ideally 
before they sense you and casting a good 7-10 feet upstream from them to allow your rig to look as natural as possible by 
the time it gets to your targeted fish. Bug selection will be fairly basic for the remainder of the winter months. Mysis 
shrimp, egg patterns, and midges in the smaller sized range, #18-22 will be the staples. Sunny vs cloudy and cold vs warmer 
days could vary the fly patterns up a bit but for the most part, those are going to be the bugs to get you fish.  
Flows: 103 CFS below Dillion and 290 below Green Mountain Reservoir (11/21/2019)  
Blue River 
 

Colorado River – Near Kremmling  

As of 11/18/2019, trout are going to be in deeper pockets as temperatures have dropped to below freezing during the 
night. During the colder months deep nymph rigs are going to be the ticket for getting fish. You will need to hit the deeper 
runs where trout like to stack in the winter so ample weight is also crucial in the Colorado. Tungsten bead heads are 
recommend by guides which will help with sinking your flies down to the bottom quickly. Lead flies should consist of egg 
patterns, stoneflies or worms. Your 2nd and remaining trailing flies should consist of midges and emergers. Streamer fishing 
should still be active as the browns are still in spawn mode. Even after their spawn, they will need to replenish the calories 
lost so the big browns will be after some high protein meals such as smaller trout or sculpins.   
Flows: 607 CFS (11/21/2019)  
Colorado River  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=1707
https://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/parks/TrinidadLake/Pages/default.aspx
https://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=665
https://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=665
https://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=665
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Crystal River 

As of 11/18/2019, clear water clarity has been reported but this can change quickly with the recent cold front and light 
rain and snow. This river offers ample fishing opportunities and anglers can catch browns and rainbows as well as mountain 
whitefish! Looks for deep runs, more prevalent on the upper stretches of the river, and use small nymphs to have a chance 
at catching once of these whitefish. Tungsten ball beads are a great way to fish small flies in deeper water because they are 
heavier and can sink deeper in the water column at a faster rate than lead. These are also advantageous about you don’t 
need to use a spilt shot which can look unnatural and spook off weary fish. It also reduces twist and tangles in the line 
caused by spilt shots! Try using San Juan worms, JuJu Baetis’, Prince Nymphs, Copper Johns, and Tung Pheasant Tails.   
Flows: 97.9 CFS at Carbondale and 57.1 CFS near Redstone (11/21/2019)  
Crystal River  
 

Delaney Buttes  
As of 11/19/2019, there are reports of 95% open water at North Delaney, 70% open water at South Delaney, and 95% 
capped ice at East Delaney with 0 to 3 inches of ice depending on the area. Be careful as this is thin and unstable in many 
areas! For North Delaney, there is a two trout bag and possession limit, artificial flies and lures only, scented flies or lures 
must be 1.5 inches or longer, Brown Trout 14 to 20 inches long must be returned to the water immediately, rainbow and 
cutthroat trout 18-22 inches long must be returned to the water immediately. In the fall, egg patterns become effective, 
especially for Rainbows and Browns can be targeted cruising shorelines. During the winter, use small jigs and flies and fish 
different depths until you find the depth fish are in. Would you like to know more about spawn-take operations at North 
Delaney Butte Lake? Visit the Colorado Outdoors Magazine Blog Post, “Raising Colorado’s Brown Trout – North Delaney Butte 
Lake” 
Delaney Buttes  
 

Dillon Reservoir  
As of 11/21/2019, brown trout, rainbow trout, kokanee salmon, and Arctic Char can all be caught here. There are reports 
of ice at 6 inches in some areas but use extreme cation near shorelines as they are getting soft throughout the day. Try 
jigging for rainbows and kokanee. Silver and gold Kastmasters have also been reported as effective for catching rainbows.    
Dillon Reservoir  

 

Frying Pan River – Ruedi  
As of 11/20/2019, flows have increase since the last report on this stretch of the frying pan river but some turbidity is being 
reported with mossy conditions. Despite the mossy conditions, dry flies are still working well and there are reports of BWOs 
hatching. Midge and baetis are the main bugs hatching on the river and have been observed to be fairly strong on some days 
typically around 11am to 3pm. The brown trout spawn is strong so local guides and shops are strongly encouraging anglers to 
be careful of the REDDS. Streamer fishing has also been productive lately and especially in the later parts of the day. 
Smaller streamers in the shaded areas on sunny days or around deeper pools during cloudy days can give you a good shot at 
some of the bigger fish in that stretch of the water. Be sure to use a stealthy approach to the water’s edge and try fishing 
from the bank when possible to prevent spooking any lurking trout. A good nymph setup should do the trick and midges will 
work as well. Fishing pressure is beginning to drop on the Frying Pan, which makes an excellent opportunity to get on some 
excellent fishing away from the crowds. Use finer tippets and also use small nymphs.     
Flows: CFS 85 (11/21/2019) 
Frying Pan River  
 

Lake Granby 

As of 11/08/2019, not much has changed as far as conditions from last two weeks. Water temperatures reported in the low 
50’s with the water level down about 10 feet. Techniques and tactics remain the same and no new reports were submitted 
this past week. Continue to look for inlets and try spoons and cranks to catch aggressive rainbows and browns. Baitfish 
imitations are also great this time of year for catching larger trout. Try different retrieval speeds to produce a bite. The 
laker bite has been reported as good and jigs tipped with sucker meat have still been catching fish. Lake trout are spawning 
and can be found in shallower water (25 to 40 feet) than they were previously. Try jigging tubes and spoons as well as 
retrieving cranks. Reminder that Sunset Ramp closed for the season on October 13th but Stillwater Ramp is open and its last 
day of operation will be December 1st. Boat ramp hours are 6 a.m. to 6 p.m.      
Lake Granby 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=608
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=608
https://coloradooutdoorsmag.com/2019/11/08/north-delaney-brown-trout/
https://coloradooutdoorsmag.com/2019/11/08/north-delaney-brown-trout/
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=392
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=392
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=39
https://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=665
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=37
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Lake John  
As of 11/19/2019, ice is beginning to form but there is still 98% open water at the lake. Big creek has 85% open water with 
thin layers of floating ice. Cowdrey is capped with 3 to 5 inches of ice depending on the area. Stay tuned for updates! 
Lake John 
 

 
 
 

 

http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=446
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=446
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Photo Credit: Nichole Imm @ Lake John Resort 
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Roaring Fork River 

As of 11/22/2019, great water clarity has been reported which makes sight fishing possible. Use stealth when casting your 
flies and use smaller sizes as well as light tippet. BWOs, worms, sculpins, and midges are the main food sources right now 
and focus on deeper pools. Streamers are another great option and look for areas with structure where larger fish may be 
hanging around looking for a meal.  
Flows: 140 CFS at Maroon Creek, 340 in Basalt, and 545 in Glenwood Springs (11/21/2019)  
Roaring Fork River  
 

Vega State Park 
As of 11/22/2019, there have been reports of lots of anglers making it out lately and fishing the dam and western shoreline. 
Rainbows up to 20 inches are being caught by fishing on the bottom with worms and PowerBait. Fishing has been excellent 
with anglers reporting catching rainbows and cutthroats in the 12 to 16 inch range. The All three boat ramps are closed for 
the season. You may still hand launch all non-trailered boats, however, any motor must still be inspected at the Visitor 
Center. South Road is closed for the season. The gravel pit area is still accessible. The Visitor Center is open daily from 8:00 
a.m. to 4:00 p.m.    
Vega State Park 
 

Conditions Report - Southwest Colorado 

  

Animas River – Durango  
As of 11/22/2019, fishing for rainbows and browns reported excellent and there have been stable flows reported. Standard 
nymph rigs are a great way to fish this stretch of river. There has been good water clarity with visibility around two feet.  
Flows: 204 CFS at Durango (11/21/2019)  
Animas River 
 

Blue Mesa Reservoir 
Blue Mesa Reservoir, a 9000 acre storage reservoir, offers good fishing for kokanee salmon, brown trout, rainbow trout, and 
lake trout. Blue Mesa Reservoir is located within Curecanti National Recreation Area. As of 11/22/2019, the lake is reported 
as being 100% open at this point except for a small patch (about 100 yards) of ice. The boat ramps are currently accessible.    
Anglers are having success catching brown and rainbows from shore. The techniques guides are currently recommending are 
tube jigs, and crankbait or jerkbaits. Marabou jigs are also getting really good trout catches from shore especially when 
there is ample sun and flat water. Not much more time left for open water fishing so take advantage of the conditions while 
they last.  
Blue Mesa 
 

East River  
As of 11/15/2019, there has been extremely cold temperatures at night which has greatly reduced bug activity in the area 
and the recent cold front has further slowed things down. Fishing has been slow as a result but they can still be caught with 
a nymph rig.  
Flows: 98.7 (Ice Affected Reading) CFS at Almont (11/21/2019) 
East River 
 

Florida River-Above Lemon Reservoir 
As of 11/08/2019, snagging for kokanee salmon is underway and anglers are reporting success. Reports indicate that 
kokanees caught right now are not the largest but a ton of fun to catch. Please be aware the brown trout are also running in 
this area and use caution if targeting kokanee not to snag brown trout. 
Flows: 7.4 CFS (11/06/2019) 
Florida River 

 
Gunnison River – Near Gunnison 

As of 11/22/2019, fish have been moving into deeper water with the recent cold weather. Fishing the gunny is similar to 
many other bodies of water in the southwest part of the state. Nymphing in deeper water is going to be the best way to 
catch fish. Recent weather may have resulted in more ice formation on the river. Baetis nymphs and midge larva are 
working well paired with long, small leaders as the water is gin clear and low allowing the trout to sense your presence 
more easily. This could be a great time to get out on the Gunnison as the crowds are very low and the weather is still 
allowing for some good fishing as the ice has not overtaken the system and the temperatures are still mild.  
Flows: CFS 275 (11/21/2019) 
Gunnison River 
 

 

http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=632
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=632
http://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/Parks/vega
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=1432
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=152
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=1602
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=1602
https://waterdata.usgs.gov/monitoring-location/09362750/
https://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=619
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Haviland Lake 
Effective 10/29/2019 – 12/31/2019 Emergency Public Fish Salvage 
Due to unexpected issues with the outlet structure of the dam at Haviland Lake, the lake is being drained. At Haviland Lake, 
located 19 miles north of Durango, in La Plata County, all current bag and possession limits for all species are removed. Fish 
may be taken by lawful angling methods that are currently allowed at the lake and stream. Anglers must have a valid 
Colorado fishing license. Commercial angling is not allowed. If you have any questions regarding the fish salvage, please call 
970-247-0855. 
Haviland Lake 

 
Taylor River – Below Taylor Park Reservoir  

As of 11/15/2019, winter conditions are coming into play on this river and there has been a winter storm alert in this part 
of the state. The cold temperatures are pushing fish into deeper water on the river. Try nymphing with an attractor and a 
midge larva or using a streamer on cold days to attract a hungry fish. Egg patterns are still catching a lot of fish as there are 
eggs scattered throughout the system meaning the brown trout spawn is on. Make sure to use a light tippet 4 to even 6x and 
get a good presentation to avoid compromising your rigs to the fish. Other flies to put on your nymph rigs include Juju 
baetis, Barr’s emergers, various midge patterns, Pheasant Tails, and even a streamer during the tail end of their season. 
Flows: 102 CFS below Taylor Park Reservoir (11/21/2019) 
Taylor River 
 

San Juan River - Near Pagosa Springs  
As of 11/16/2018, the flows have been up and down as they settle into the winter norm. Nymph rigs will now be the best 
techniques to key in on the bites. Streamer fishing will also get some aggressive browns or bigger rainbows. 2 or 3 fly nymph 
rigs are a good option. Some lead flies include Pat’s Rubberlegs and stoneflies in the #8-10 sizes. Midges are starting to pick 
up so consider Disco Midge, Mercury Midge, and Black Midge Pupas in the #18-20 sizes as your trailing flies. During cloudy 
days consider your streamers, leaches and even San Juan Worms.  
Flows: 59.4 CFS (11/16/2018) 
San Juan River 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=641
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=621
https://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=1444
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Conditions Report – Statewide  

 
The recent cold front on Wednesday and Thursday, across much of the state, was good for anglers looking forward to ice 
fishing season. It looks like it should be a warmer and sunny weekend which will present great opportunities to get out and 
fish open water as well as through the ice in some bodies of water. As lakes begin capping over with ice and the early ice 
season begins, it is important to keep in mind ice safety tips. Shorelines can often pose a risk as ice may be thicker in the 
main portions of the water while the shorelines soften up and become dangerous throughout the day. While some higher 
elevation, mountain lakes have suitable ice conditions at this point, it is still the early season for ice fishing and extreme 
caution needs to be taken. Be sure to check on the conditions with local shops, anglers, etc. and keep an eye on the 
weather. If the body of water you want to ice fish on is within a Colorado State Park, check with staff on ice thickness and 
conditions in the area. Drill test holes to make sure there is adequate thickness and be careful on snow covered ice which 
can hide unsafe conditions. It is also important to carry a safety kit with you with items such as chisels, picks, nylon rope, 
wool blankets, cell phones, etc. Perhaps the most important and crucial safety measure when ice fishing at any point of the 
season is to bring a buddy. Two sets of eyes and ears can observe unsafe ice or assist if the other is in trouble. During early 
season ice fishing, a lot of our reservoirs will still have a bounty of baitfish and bugs remaining meaning anglers should 
consider larger lures and jigs. A Lindy Darter is a great example of a remaining baitfish that works really well for early 
season walleyes. A general rule of thumb is to start in shallower water during early ice but do not rule out searching for 
deeper pockets, if ice thickness allows, where larger fish are suspended in search of the remaining bait fish and also 
avoiding the highly pressured areas closer to shore. Many rivers across the state are also transitioning from fall to winter 
which can present a challenge. Nymph rigs with small tippets and midges are beginning to be the go to techniques but 
streamers and occasional blue winged olive hatches are still getting fish. Good luck to everyone out there on the water this 
weekend and make sure to send us pictures of your catches! 
 

Tip of the Week - Using Jigging Raps on Open Water and Through the Ice  
 
Jigging Raps are a great bait to use when ice fishing but are also great options while there is still open water for catching 
walleye, pike, crappie, and perch! When fishing these on open water, much like fishing with regular jigs, it is vital to find 
schooling fish which should be easier as shad populations across much of the state have decreased due to lower 
temperatures. The recent cold front should also help to further reduce these populations. Let the rap sink to the bottom 
and jig it off (bounce it), in a vertical motion which results in the rap hitting the bottom nose first. Look for sandy, gravel, 
and other soft bottoms because these lures can easily get caught on various structure. If fishing weeds or other structure, 
try to time the drop of the rap so that it comes to the top of the structure but doesn’t sink into it, where it will get snagged 
during the upward jigging motion. While they can be vertical jigged, a retrieve jig is another great option and try casting 
away from the boat (short to medium cast) and bring in by jigging and slowly reeling in. The action created from this 
movement results in a reactionary bite from various species but they are especially good for walleye. Try a combination of 
one, two, three, or four pops/snaps of the wrist to bring the jig up vertically and also experiment with the time between 
jigging (the time it is laying on the bottom) to see what is working best on the body of water you are fishing. Use your wrist 
when jigging to move the jig upwards. Pulling when jigging doesn’t result in the vertical motion you are looking for and that 
pop in the wrist is the best way to create the desired action with these raps. Point the tip of the pole to the water to make 
sure it is sinking all the way back down to the bottom. It is also important to use a swivel about a foot in front of the rap 
with monofilament line to keep the lure from twisting. When using monofilament line, stretch the line out and make sure it 
isn’t keeping a memory which can make it difficult to detect a bite as well as to control the lure and get the proper action. 
Anglers can expect bites during any part of the jigging process but it seems to happen the most when the jig is dropping 
back down to the bottom. Once the ice season is upon us and most of the bodies of water across the state are frozen, this is 
a great strategy for pulling walleyes through the ice and is how this technique is best known. When ice fishing, be aggressive 
while jigging the rap until fish are interested and come into the area and then slow the action down a bit to get a bite. 
While rainbows make up the majority of the ice fishing catch in Colorado, there are opportunities to catch walleyes, perch, 
and northerns and this method is extremely effective.         
 
Have a suggestion or request? 
Email us at dnr_fish.reporter@state.co.us 
We would love to hear back from our subscribers regarding fishing reports, tips, and requests of material you would like to 
start seeing more of. Any useful feedback helps us make our fishing reports a “go to” resource for anglers fishing Colorado’s 
waters. If you would like to report water and/or fishing conditions to be used in the next fishing report, feel free to submit 
a report to dnr_fish.reporter@state.co.us.  
******************************************************************************************************************************************************** 
DNR Fish Reporter 
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