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News and Information| 

Steps to address invasive Zebra 
mussels at Highline Lake include 
lowering water levels 

Loma, Co- Highline Lake’s Aquatic Nuisance 
Species status has changed from “Suspect” to 
“Infested” with zebra mussels, becoming the 
first body of water in Colorado to receive this 
categorization. Following the discovery of 
invasive mussels during a routine inspection 
on September 14, in October, increased 
testing of the lake had resulted in further 
detection of adult mussels. 

   In order to address the infestation, lowering 
the water levels began on December 1 to give 
inspectors access to the pump at the inlet.   
“Now that the lake is closed to boating and 
the canals that feed Highline Lake have 
turned off, we felt this was the best time to 
complete this inspection project,” says Park 
Manager Alan Martinez. 

   Lower water levels will impact Waterfowl 
hunting, as it will no longer be feasible to 
utilize the hunting blinds on the northern end 
of the lake. The drawdown will not affect ice 
fishing. Anglers are encouraged to call 

Highline State Park for current conditions at 
(970) 858-7208.  

 To learn more about ANS and steps 
anglers can take to stop the spread of ANS, 
please visit our Aquatic Nuisance Species page 
which can be found at: 
cpw.state.co.us/aboutus/Pages/ISP-ANS.aspx. 
If you believe you have found an invasive 
species, please let CPW know by filling out 
this form which can be found at 
cpw.state.co.us/aboutus/Pages/ISP-Report-
Invader.aspx. 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo courtesy of Dustin Doskocil 

Are you practicing Clean, 
Drain, & Dry? 
Take these tips with you- not Aquatic 
Nuisance Species- when you visit a new lake!  

1. Clean your equipment when 
leaving a body of water  

2. Drain any water-holding 
compartments  

3. Dry your gear completely- and 
keep it dry! 

**For more information on CPW’s ANS 
Program, please visit our website or stop by 
any local WID station. For news regarding 
ANS, please visit our News Releases Page.** 

 

https://cpw.state.co.us/aboutus/Pages/ISP-ANS.aspx
https://cpw.state.co.us/aboutus/Pages/ISP-Report-Invader.aspx
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.facebook.com_CoParksWildlife_&d=DwMFaQ&c=sdnEM9SRGFuMt5z5w3AhsPNahmNicq64TgF1JwNR0cs&r=OVUTHMFG1cAdsn7SmfjIYBMGGpiXU3OLM8Xc-8A9rLE&m=59pNmKBNfjo0pSeO7yBqcQbILNxfVgi7wCHAPebE2ibHm7B2URYfwxLU_FE4ylH3&s=Ya45DhweK45pfZiaFrgKzuMsGNHoN6AXd2qztCzm1bU&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.youtube.com_user_ColoParksWildlife&d=DwMFaQ&c=sdnEM9SRGFuMt5z5w3AhsPNahmNicq64TgF1JwNR0cs&r=OVUTHMFG1cAdsn7SmfjIYBMGGpiXU3OLM8Xc-8A9rLE&m=59pNmKBNfjo0pSeO7yBqcQbILNxfVgi7wCHAPebE2ibHm7B2URYfwxLU_FE4ylH3&s=yHHaZ2bccMZiuWj9BGbPI4P7WkYM43BSRHBW0FDqlUo&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.instagram.com_coparkswildlife_&d=DwMFaQ&c=sdnEM9SRGFuMt5z5w3AhsPNahmNicq64TgF1JwNR0cs&r=OVUTHMFG1cAdsn7SmfjIYBMGGpiXU3OLM8Xc-8A9rLE&m=59pNmKBNfjo0pSeO7yBqcQbILNxfVgi7wCHAPebE2ibHm7B2URYfwxLU_FE4ylH3&s=H2--qLCdeUT8dfdqLp3g0OKMNVTXfDRlmv2pqwftfKI&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__twitter.com_COParksWildlife&d=DwMFaQ&c=sdnEM9SRGFuMt5z5w3AhsPNahmNicq64TgF1JwNR0cs&r=OVUTHMFG1cAdsn7SmfjIYBMGGpiXU3OLM8Xc-8A9rLE&m=59pNmKBNfjo0pSeO7yBqcQbILNxfVgi7wCHAPebE2ibHm7B2URYfwxLU_FE4ylH3&s=9A427UK3S67fcwY32VEGrKiGua_dPX0NFvYKK3BdkY0&e=
https://cpw.state.co.us/aboutus/Pages/ISP-ANS.aspx
https://cpw.state.co.us/aboutus/Pages/ISP-ANS.aspx
https://cpw.state.co.us/Documents/ANS/Roadside_Watercraft_Inspection_Decontamination_Stations_FactSheet.pdf
https://cpw.state.co.us/aboutus/Pages/NewsReleases.aspx
https://cpw.state.co.us/Documents/ANS/Fact-Sheet_ANS-Program.pdf
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Ice recreationists are 
encouraged to “Know when 
to say ‘no.’”  

    You’ve heard us say “Know Before 
you Go,” and while that sentiment still 
rings true, we invite you to add a new 
slogan to your mantra this winter: 
“Know when to say ‘No.’” 

   Swift Water Investigator Mike Haskins 
believes this principle is universally 
relevant: “Know when to say ‘no’ 
applies to all outdoor activities-,” he 
says. “-the conditions of the outdoors 
are always talking to us and we need to 
recognize potential warning signs to 
keep ourselves safe. Safe from falling 
through the ice, safe from avalanches, 
safe from high runoff, and so on.”  

   We get it. You’ve called ahead, you’ve 
blocked off the time from work, and 
you’ve made the state-wide drive to a 
guaranteed gold-mine of biting fish. But 
as your trip approaches, or when you 
arrive, you realize that the weather 
conditions have changed for the lesser. 
Additionally, you know that the sun has 
been beating down on the ice for a 
while, thickness measurements are 
inconclusive, and pressure ridges sprawl 
across the surface. Essentially, the ice 
doesn’t look particularly…well…icy. So 
what do you do in this situation? It’s 
time to truly weigh your options.  

   No outdoor activity is guaranteed risk-
free- it never has been, and it never will 
be- but you can always opt to try again 
on a more favorable day. Choosing when 
to go, and when to say ‘no,’ should be 
the first step you take towards risk 

mitigation. If the ice doesn’t suffice- 
don’t take the chance. 

If I decide to go out… Only go out if ice 
conditions are favorable- we can’t stress 
this enough. Should you decide to 
venture onto a frozen lake, reservoir, 
etc., utilize safety measures that can 
lessen your chance of sustaining an 
injury or loss. 

   Haskins encourages anglers to always 
“Fish with a buddy,” and to inform 
others of your trip details. “This is like 
your float plan, for boating,” he says. 
Cell phone reception can be elusive in 
mountain locations, so calling for help 
isn’t always as simple. Having someone 
who knows where you are and when you 
are supposed to return is crucial. 

    Haskins also emphasizes that “No ice 
is one-hundred percent safe,” and to 
always research the weather history of 
your fishing location prior to your visit. 
“[The ice] is always changing due to sun 
activity,” he says. 

What if I fall in?   In the event of cold-
water immersion, you should try to swim 
sparingly, according to the US Coast 
Guard website, as “swimming lowers 
your body temperature.” You can 
reduce your need to swim by wearing a 

https://www.dco.uscg.mil/CG-ENG-4/PFDSel/
https://www.dco.uscg.mil/CG-ENG-4/PFDSel/


 

 

COLORADO PARKS & WILDLIFE ▪ 6060 Broadway, Denver, CO, 80216 ▪ (303) 297-1192 ▪ cpw.state.co.us 

properly fitting PFD; it will help you 
conserve energy while maintaining 
proper buoyancy.   

   ‘Float Coats,’ according to Haskins, 
are another great option for anglers. A 
Float Coat, or flotation coat, is a PFD-
jacket designed with warmth in mind 
and is a great option for cold water 
boating or ice fishing. As you may have 
surmised, according to the US Coast 
Guard, flotation coats are better than 
vests simply due to the fact that they 
cover more of your body. The less 
contact with cold water you can 
manage, the better.  

    Regardless of your selection between 
a vest and a coat however, any Coast 
Guard-PFD should always be at the top 

of your packing list, and is something to 
be worn at all times. 

    Other gear recommendations for 
anglers include ice picks, crampons for 
your boots, and rope (to throw to rescue 
crews/companions) - to name a few. 

In summary…   There are, of course, 
many additional tools and safety 
measures that anglers can utilize, but 
even with the technology we have 
today, it still comes down to each 
angler’s personal decision to 
participate, or to not participate. Even 
if you see others on a surface, it does 
not guarantee that you yourself are safe 
and should go. If you are questioning 
whether the ice is safe for you, never 
feel as if you can’t say ‘no.

For more tips regarding ice-fishing safety, please visit our website: 

Ice Fishing Safety: https://cpw.state.co.us/learn/Pages/IceFishingSafety.aspx 

General Ice Safety: https://cpw.state.co.us/learn/Pages/SurvivalIceSafety.aspx 

For more information on Coast Guard approved PFD’s and cold-water immersion survival information, please 
see their website: https://www.dco.uscg.mil/CG-ENG-4/PFDSel/ 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Catch a fantastic fish? We’d love to reel-in the photos. 

Email us at dnr_fish.reporter@state.co.us, Put “Catch of the Week” in the subject line, & Tell us about your experience! 

 

Catch of the Week  
Drumroll please…this week’s winner- holding a 6lb 
cutbow- is Mr. Landon J.!  

This was Landon’s first time ice fishing- can you 
believe it? AND he pulled it in himself from Antero 
Reservoir. 

Though the photo may suggest otherwise, we can 
confirm that the fish is not taller than he is. The 24- 
inch specimen is an impressive catch, indeed. Well 
done, Landon! 

The more you know…The current record for the 
hybrid species was set in 2007 by Frank Stack, also at 
Antero Reservoir, where Stack’s catch was measured 
at 28.5 inches.  

Who knows, perhaps breaking this record is in 
Landon’s future? Keep it up!  

 

https://cpw.state.co.us/learn/Pages/IceFishingSafety.aspx
https://cpw.state.co.us/learn/Pages/SurvivalIceSafety.aspx
https://www.dco.uscg.mil/CG-ENG-4/PFDSel/
dnr_fish.reporter@state.co.us
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Stocking Report 

 

Body of Water  Region  
Report 
Date  Link  

Boyd Lake northeast 12/9/2022 Atlas 

Boyd Lake northeast 12/2/2022 Atlas 

Trinidad Central Park Lake southeast 12/2/2022 Atlas 

Trinidad Reservoir southeast 12/2/2022 Atlas 

Bear Creek Reservoir northeast 12/2/2022 Atlas 

Main Lake northeast 12/2/2022 Atlas 

St. Vrain State Park 
Pelican 

northeast 11/23/2022 Atlas 

St. Vrain State Park Coot 
Pond 

northeast 11/23/2022 Atlas 

St. Vrain State Park 
Sandpiper 

northeast 11/23/2022 Atlas 

Lon Hagler Reservoir northeast 11/23/2022 Atlas 

Douglas Reservoir northeast 11/18/2022 Atlas 

Horseshoe Reservoir southeast 11/18/2022 Atlas 

Martin Lake southeast 11/18/2022 Atlas 

McCall Lake northeast 11/11/2022 Atlas 

Boyd Lake northeast 11/11/2022 Atlas 

Stagecoach Reservoir northeast 11/11/2022 Atlas 

Loveland Service Center 
Pond 

northeast 11/4/2022 Atlas 

Boyd Lake northeast 11/4/2022 Atlas 

Poudre Ponds northeast 11/4/2022 Atlas 

Rocky Mountain Lake northeast 11/4/2022 
  

http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=76
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=76
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=543
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=111
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=63
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=507
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=223
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=236
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=231
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=450
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=191
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=439
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=440
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=433
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=76
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=362
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=1657
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=76
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=1346


 

 

COLORADO PARKS & WILDLIFE ▪ 6060 Broadway, Denver, CO, 80216 ▪ (303) 297-1192 ▪ cpw.state.co.us 

 

Conditions Report 
 

*This document is presented as a general overview and is intended to be a reference guide only. CPW cannot 
be held liable for inaccuracies or changes to water or fishing conditions. CPW strives to provide the most 
accurate and up-to-date information, however much of our information is presented “as is” based on reports we 
are given by the community. Information provided is not guaranteed or certified by CPW personnel. Please 
note that fishing, boating, and all water-related activities are undertaken completely at-risk by the participant, 
and it is the participant’s responsibility to decide whether to engage in such activities using their own discretion. 
CPW encourages participants to monitor any and all weather conditions prior to and during their trip to 
determine if venturing onto a body of water, surface-sheet of ice, or a select shoreline is a safe decision.* 

 

Denver-Metro Area 
  

Aurora Reservoir - 303.326.8425 

Boating Status: The reservoir is closed to boating- Anglers please take precautions if fishing by alternative 
methods. 

ANS Present: Eurasian Watermilfoil 

Ice: No- Always verify prior to visit- conditions susceptible to change  

Notes:  Ranger Terry Jones: “No ice currently and CLOSED TO BOATING. This includes all hand launched 

watercraft. Trout fishing from shore has been slow to fair using power bait. For more information call 

303-326-8425. Park Hours for December 7:00am-5:30pm. Park closed December 25 th and January 1 st.” 

  

Chatfield Reservoir - 303.791.7275 
Boating Status: The reservoir is closed to boating- Anglers please take precautions when fishing from shore 

ANS Present: Eurasian Watermilfoil, Hybrid Eurasian Watermilfoil, New Zealand Mudsnail 

* ANS Inspections have concluded for the season- please call 303.291.725 for ANS inspection options and 
information  

Water Temperature: 34ºF 

Ice: No- Always verify prior to visit- conditions susceptible to change 

Notes: Chatfield’s fishing is characterized by Walleye, Trout, and both Largemouth & Smallmouth Bass. For a 
weekly report of Chatfield’s fishing conditions, please see their Weekly Fishing Summary 

 

Cherry Creek Reservoir - 303.690.1166 

Boating Status: The reservoir is closed to boating- anglers please take precautions when fishing from shore 

ANS Present: Eurasian Watermilfoil, Hybrid Eurasian Watermilfoil 

*ANS Inspections have concluded for the season- please call 303.291.725 for ANS inspection options and 
information  

Water Temp: 36º F  

Ice: Predominantly open water, no ice to support ice fishing is present- Always verify prior to visit- conditions 
are susceptible to change 

Notes: Anglers are reported having success when using jigs or crawlers in deeper water, near structures.  

https://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/parks/Chatfield/Documents/CHA%20Weekly%20Fishing%20Report%2010282022.pdf
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Quincy Reservoir: Closed for the season as of October 31. Will reopen March 1, 2023. For more information 

please call 303-326-8424. 

 

Spinney Mountain Reservoir- The Park is closed for the season as of November 15 

Boating Status: Closed to Boating 

ANS: Brazilian Elodea, New Zealand Mudsnail 

 

Northeast Colorado 

 

Antero Reservoir – 719.545.8737 

Boating Status: Reservoir is open year-round, weather and ice conditions permitting. Please call for updates 

ANS: None documented at this time 

Water Temperature*: 42º  

Ice: Ice is present, reports varying from 4-5 inches. Please take precautions as there are pressure ridges 
throughout and can be dangerous. Use your best discretion when determining when and where to go out.  

*Via fishexplorer.com 

 

Barr Lake - 303.659.6005 

Boating Status: As of 10/31/2022, the lake has been closed to all vessels- this does apply to hand-propelled 
watercraft like paddleboards and kayaks.   

ANS: None documented at this time 

Water Temperature: 32ºF 

Ice: “Skim Ice” only, no ice fishing at this time 

 

Boyd Lake - 970.669.1739 

Boating Status: The reservoir is closed to boating- anglers take precautions when fishing from shore 

ANS: None documented at this time 

Water Temperature: Surface temperatures remain around the 30ºF benchmark 

Ice: “skim ice” only, no ice fishing at this time 

Notes: White Bass reports are good, Trout reports are fair with use of worms, mealworms, Spinners, & Woolly 
Buggers. Trout success is reported lake-wide, but a good spot to try is the Pumphouse 

 

Eleven Mile Reservoir - 719.748.3401 

Boating Status:  Closed for the Season as of November 1 

ANS: Eurasian Watermilfoil, New Zealand Mudsnail 

Water Temperature*: 37ºF  

Ice: 4-6” thickness has been reported, with some remaining open sections towards the middle of the reservoir.  

*Via fishexplorer.com 

 

Jackson Reservoir - 970.645.2551 

Boating Status: Closed to all boating. 

ANS: None documented at this time 
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Water Temperature: as of 12/02/2022~33ºF 

Ice: Approximately 80% of the reservoir’s surface is covered in THIN ice- please verify with staff prior to visit  

Notes: There have not been fishing reports submitted to Jackson Reservoir at this time therefore biting 
conditions are unknown.   

 

Southeast Colorado  
 

John Martin Reservoir - 719.829.1801 

Boating Status: Closed to Boating as of November 1 

ANS: None documented at this time  

Water Temperature: Staff estimates ~high 30s (Fahrenheit)  

Ice: Thin ice exists on Lake Hasty- no ice on main reservoir; no ice to support ice fishing yet  

Notes: There have not been fishing reports submitted to John Martin Reservoir this time therefore biting 
conditions are unknown.   

 

Pueblo Reservoir - 719.561.9320 

Boating Status: Open to boating year-round, please see their boating page for information on closures 

ANS: Eurasian Watermilfoil, New Zealand Mudsnail 

Water Temperature*: 45ºF 

Ice: No- Always verify prior to visit- conditions susceptible to change 

Notes: Walleye are reported as good closer to the surface, trout are good below the tail water. Fishermen are 
reporting having success with larger lures, crank bait, and swim bait. Additionally, leeches have been 
performing well.  

*Via fishexplorer.com 

 

Trinidad Reservoir - 719.846.6951 

Boating Status: Boating is closed for the season. 

ANS: New Zealand Mudsnails 

Water Temperature: ~50ºF 

Ice: No- Always verify prior to visit- conditions susceptible to change 

Notes: Ranger Olson: Fishermen have reported fair conditions, with success using doughbait, minnows, and 
worms 

 

Northwest Colorado 
 

Highline Reservoir - 970.858.7208 

Boating Status: Closed to boating- Annually on Oct 1.  

ANS: Zebra Mussels - Alert in place- read more here 

Water Temperature: No data provided 

Ice: No- Always verify prior to visit- conditions susceptible to change 

Notes: There have not been fishing reports submitted to Highline Reservoir this time, therefore biting 
conditions are unknown 

 

https://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/parks/LakePueblo/Pages/BoatInspections.aspx
https://cpw.state.co.us/aboutus/Pages/News-Release-Details.aspx?NewsID=3679
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Vega Reservoir - 970.487.3407 

Boating Status: Closed to motorized boating. Hand-launched vessels allowed, weather and ice permitting.  

ANS: None documented at this time 

Water Temperature: No data provided  

Ice: Surface is frozen over, thickness varies across, with estimates from 2” and 6”-8” However, conditions are 
susceptible to change and thickness measurements are not monitored by staff- anglers are encouraged to use 
their best discretion when determining to go out onto the surface.  

Notes: Fishermen have reported good conditions and success with worms, power bait, and jigs. 

 

Williams Fork Reservoir - 970.724.3000 

Boating Status: Reservoir is open year-round, however boating is dependent on weather conditions and water 
elevation (most craft are unusable if water is under 7,790 feet). 

ANS: None documented at this time 

Water Temperature: No data provided 

Ice: No data provided 

 

Southwest Colorado 
 

Navajo - 970.883.2208 

Boating Status: “December 1, 2022 - February 28, 2023:  The ANS Station/Boat Ramp will be open only to 
boats with green seals from Navajo State Park, Colorado; by appointment only and if staffing is 
available.  Please call 970-883-2208 at least 24 hours in advance during Visitors Center business hours to 
make an appointment to launch.” 

ANS: None- Inspection Hours 8am-4pm, please call (970) 880-4165 if outside of these hours 

Water Temperature: 45º 

Ice: Some ice is previously reported near shallow inlets- but not to the capacity where it can support ice fishing- 
Always verify prior to visit- conditions susceptible to change 

Notes: There is currently no fuel available at the marina; pump-out services are also unavailable. Navajo is bisected by the 
New Mexico/Colorado border, so be sure to check restrictions and license requirements for both states- for any questions 
pertaining to the lake within the New Mexico border, please call (505) 632-2278.  

  

 

 

 

 

We would love to hear back from our 
subscribers regarding fishing reports, tips, 
and requests of material you would like to 
start seeing more of. Any useful feedback 
helps us make our fishing reports a “go to” 
resource for anglers fishing Colorado’s waters. If you would like to report water 
and/or fishing conditions to be used in the next fishing report, feel free to submit a 
report to dnr_fish.reporter@state.co.us. 
**********************************************************************************************************************************DNR Fish Reporter 

mailto:dnr_fish.reporter@state.co.us

