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U.S. Bureau of Reclamation. 1

Southeastern Colorado Water Conservancy District.

Colorado Parks and Wildlife. A

I i y \VEMD dicriiccians
ndustrv in MP discussion

Trout Unlimited. Local members of this nonprofit grou;

for the Arkansas River fishery as it relates to the VFMP

Chaffee County. Local Government.

WORKGROUP

ARKANSAS RIVER BASIN

Funding by the Colorado Water Conservation Board

roduced by the Public Education, Participation and Outreach
Workgroup of the Arkansas River Basin Roundtable
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RECREATIONAL
BOATING

Flow Management

The upper Arkansas River is the most boated whitewater river
in the country with over 200,000 commercial rafting guests
and approximately 60,000 private boaters per year. The
combination of a steep gradient, confined channel and high-
elevation snowpack provides the natural components for great
whitewater. Plentiful public access and responsive recreation
management provided by Colorado Parks and Wildlife
provides for an enjoyable and environmentally sustainable
recreational experience.

The proximity of the river corridor to Colorado's urban centers
enables visitors and residents to enjoy the river on a day-trip
basis, making it a very convenient and affordable outdoor
adventure. Since the 1980s, recreational boating on the
Arkansas River has come to be a significant tourism draw and

contributor to the local economy. Summer flow augmentation
through the VFMP helps ensure a viable recreational boating
season through peak visitation months, strengthening the
commercial boating industry and the rural mountain economy.

WaterFlow Graph
Arkansas River at Wellsville Gage (cfs) (7/1/2005 to 8/15/2005)

2005 — Average Year
with Dry Periods. A
refatively wet spring
was followed by a dry
summer, leading to
these conditions that
developed at the end
of July and carried
over into August.

Collaborating

Turquoise Lake

... for Maximum Benefit

oy

The Voluntary Flow Management Program is a
national example of what can happen when people
take the tinie to listen to one another, understand
each otherfsé needs and then work with that
knowledge tio attain as much good as possible from
every drop of water we receiwe. Collaborative success
like this is the very definition of “community.”

Water Management
Considerations

Twin Lakes Reservoir

ARKANSAS RIVER

Pueblo Reservoir

FISHERY

Flow Management

Some of the attributes that boaters enjoy most about the
Arkansas River are also challenges for the river’s trout fishery. In
particular, the steep gradient and confined channel mean that
increases to the volume of water in the river result primarily

in an increase in flow velocity. Swifter flows negatively impact
trout fry growth, physical conditioning and ability to feed.

In response to this challenge, the VFMP seeks to manage
water by utilizing upstream storage vessels to reduce flows to
the optimal range for trout, 250-400 cubic feet per second,
during the spring prior to runoff. This allows for the young
trout to become established and provides optimal feeding
conditions and strong fish conditioning prior to spring runoff.
It also generates excellent conditions for visiting anglers,
contributing to the local economy at a time of low visitation.

2006: Small
Drought. In 2006,
there was very little
rainfall in the lower
Arkansas Valley until
July 1. Snowpack
was good, however,
and Fry-Ark Project
imports were above
normal. Adequate
early flows had to
be augmented after
mid-July.

WaterFlow Graph
Arkansas River at Wellsville Gage (cfs) (7/1/2006 to 8/15/2006)
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