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both wildlife and humans. It's a unique place
to pause and re-create a kinship with nature’s
world.

B arr Lake State Park provides a sanctuary for

A major prairie reservoir of over 1,950 acres forms
the heart of this 2,715-acre park. The lake is lined
with cottonwoods, marshes and aquatic plants, and
its southern half has been designated as a wildlife
refuge to shelter animals and a number and variety
of birds unequaled elsewhere in Colorado.

Recreation at Barr Lake State Park takes forms that
harmonize with nature. It is a park to drive to, not
to drive through.

Visitors may boat, fish, hike, bicycle, horseback
ride, participate in nature study, bird watch and, in
winter’s snows, cross-country ski.

In the late 1880s, Barr Lake was an elite outing area
for sportsmen from Denver. It was touted as the
“finest fishing area in the west.” Later, pollution
almost ruined the lake. Thankfully, laws and
controls that have been in effect since the 1960s
helped to stop the flow of most pollution into the
lake.

Since the early 1900s, Barr Lake has been known as
a premier bird-watching area. Approximately 350
species of birds have been seen at the lake, making
it famous on a national and international basis.
Recently, it has gained fame for hosting one of only
a few successful bald eagle nests on the front range.
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THE 7 LEAVE NO TRACE PRINCIPLES
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Plan ahead and prepare.

Travel and camp on durable surfaces.
Dispose of waste properly.

Leave what you find.

Minimize campfire impacts.

Respect wildlife.

Be considerate of other visitors.

Park Passes

All visitors entering a Colorado state park are
required to display a current Colorado State Parks
Pass, issued by vehicle, on their auto windshield.

A daily pass is valid from the day purchased until
noon the following day. An annual pass is valid at
any Colorado State Park. For annual pass holders
who own more than one vehicle, multiple passes are
available for a reduced fee. Passes are available at the
park entrance and Nature Center. Daily passes are
also available at the self-service station.

Colorado residents 64 years of age and over qualify
for a special Aspen Leaf annual pass, available

at a discounted rate. Colorado disabled veterans
displaying Colorado Disabled Veteran (DV) license
plates are admitted free without a pass.

Park Regulations

Barr Lake State Park is maintained for your
enjoyment. These regulations are enforced to protect
you and the natural resources of the park.

1. The park is open daily from 5 am to 10 pm.
2. Pets must be kept under control and on a leash

no longer than six feet. Pets are not permitted
in the wildlife refuge.

Drive and park in designated areas only.
No swimming or wading is permitted.

Build fires only in provided grills.

AL

No one is permitted on the dam face or other
irrigation structures due to safety hazards.

7. Hunting and trapping are prohibited.
(Exception: see the section on “Waterfowl and
Dove Hunting” for information.)

8. Collecting any living or dead plants or wood or
collecting any animals (wildlife, insects, etc.) is
prohibited.

9. In the wildlife refuge, in addition to the other
park regulations, these special restrictions
apply: boating, fishing, pets and fires are
prohibited. Visitors must remain on designated
trails.



Park Trails

An 8.8-mile trail follows the perimeter of the lake. Shorter
walks may be made to various boardwalks extending into
the lake. An easy 1.3-mile walk from the Nature Center
brings visitors to the Gazebo Boardwalk where there are
excellent views of the bald eagle nest and heron rookery.

The Niedrach Nature Trail, which begins near the Nature
Center, is a short loop trail leading from the main trail
through an open field, along the lakeshore and across a
short boardwalk over the lake.

The short Prairie Welcome Trail circles east from the
Nature Center into the prairie for a little over one mile
including two sections and four trailheads each featuring
“Prairie Welcome Trail Self-guided Experience” guides in
the trail guide box.

At the southwest end of the lake is the new Rookery-
view Trail. This seasonal trail (closed, if posted) ends at
a gazebo giving great views of the rookery and various
raptor nests.

The road across the top of the dam (Crest Trail) is open
to hikers and bicycles but not to horses. Horseback
riders can use the lower trail below the dam. The Crest
Trail is closed completely on waterfowl hunting days
(Wednesdays and Saturdays from October through
February). Visitors are not allowed on the dam face or on
any irrigation control structure.

Bicycles and horses are permitted on the main trails but
not on the boardwalks. Bicyclists are encouraged to use
bikes with thorn-proof tires because the trails are not
paved and thorns are prevalent. No motorized vehicles are
permitted on the parK’s trails.

NOTE: Trail users may encounter personnel/ equipment
from two irrigation companies, FRICO or Henrylyn, at
various locations around the park. Please be courteous
and YIELD the RIGHT-OF-WAY.

g Boating

Only sailboats, hand-propelled craft and boats with
electric trolling motors or gasoline motors 10 horsepower
or less are permitted on Barr Lake. Boats are allowed
only on the north half of the lake. The wildlife refuge

is separated from the boating area by a line of buoys. A
boat ramp is located adjacent to the north parking lot.
Swimming, wading and diving are prohibited.

Picnicking

Barr Lake State Park has three picnic areas with tables
and grills and a new reservable group picnic area,
Meadowlark Picnic Pavilion, adjacent to the Nature
Center, call (303) 659-6005 for more information.

m Nature Study

Barr Lake State Park offers the nature enthusiast a
remarkable opportunity to observe all types of wildlife,
including coyote, deer and such dramatic birds as white
pelicans, great blue herons, cormorants, egrets, ducks,
grebes, owls, eagles and hawks. Over 371 species of birds
have been seen at the park.

The Nature Center is located near the south parking lot.
Funds from the Colorado Division of Wildlife, the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service and Adams County Open Space
were used to construct the Nature Center, as well as many
of the park’s boardwalks. Visitors to the center can see
displays about the park’s wildlife and have their questions
answered by a naturalist. Center hours vary; call (303)
659-6005 for hours and information about upcoming
programs.

The park serves as the headquarters for the Bird
Conservancy of the Rockies. The Conservancy’s goal is
bird conservation through research and education. Its staff
operates banding stations in the park and offers public
programs. They can be reached by calling their office at
(303) 659-4348. Visit their web site at birdconservancy.org

Photography

The incredible scenery and variety of wildlife make
Barr Lake a great place to indulge your shutterbug
instincts! Remember that you must remain on park
trails, even when taking photographs. By rising to this
challenge, you will help ensure that Barr Lake State
Park is worth photographing in the future.

Waterfowl and Dove Hunting

Waterfowl hunting is permitted only during the legal,
regular waterfowl seasons and only on Wednesdays
and Saturdays. This activity is restricted to blinds
located north of the dam, and registration is required.
One blind is designated as limited mobility accessible.
Dove hunting is only on Sunday and Monday in
September only. Contact the park office for current
hunting restrictions and information. Call 1 (800)
244-5613 or cpwshop.com for reservations. No other
hunting or trapping is permitted in the park.

Fishing

Channel catfish, smallmouth and largemouth bass,
rainbow trout, walleye, bluegill and wiper are among
the species that have been stocked at Barr Lake by
Colorado Parks and Wildlife. Review the current
Colorado Fishing Regulations for special restrictions.
A valid Colorado fishing license is required.



+ FIRSTAID

First Aid is available from park rangers. Persons
needing assistance should call the Ranger Phone
at (720) 520-1876. For serious or life threatening
emergencies dial 911.
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This program receives Federal financial assistance from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.
Under Title VI of the 1964 Civil Rights Act, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973,
Title IT of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, the Age Discrimination Act of 1975,
and Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, the U.S. Department of the Interior
prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, sex, or disability.
If you believe that you have been discriminated against in any program, activity, or facility,
or if you need more information, please write to: Office of Diversity, Inclusion and Civil
Rights, U.S. Department of the Interior 1849 C Street, NW Washington, D.C. 20240
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