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To:  Colorado Wildlife Council

From: Laura Clellan, Director, Division of Parks and Wildlife
Date: September 16, 2026

Re:  September 17, 2026 Meeting Agenda Items 5 and 7

On September 10, 2026, Eric Washburn, Charles Seymour, and Brett Ochs submitted a
hybrid citizen petition to the Parks and Wildlife Commission and to the Division of Parks and
Wildlife requesting that the CPW: 1) commission an independent investigation into alleged
violations of the Fair Campaign Practices Act by the Colorado Wildlife Council (CWC) in
connection with the 2024 election, 2) prevent the expenditure of public funds on electioneering
by CWC prior to the November 3, 2026 election, and 3) adopt a permanent rule that prohibits the
CWC from making certain expenditures during the six-month period preceding any statewide
general or odd-year election in Colorado.! The hybrid petition alleges that the CWC has used
public funds to influence voter response to a prior statewide ballot measure and may do so in
relation to the 2026 Amendment 83 constitutional amendment that will be on the November 3,
2026, statewide ballot.

The Fair Campaign Practices Act prohibits state agencies, including councils, from
expending money to “urge electors to vote in favor or against” “any statewide ballot issue”. See
C.R.S. § 1-45-117(1)(a)(D(A). If such an expenditure is made in violation of this section, “an
individual member of the board, commission, or council who voted in favor of or otherwise
authorized the contribution or expenditure may be ordered to reimburse” the fund of the state
from which the money was spent. Id. § 117(4).

The Division needs more time to evaluate the hybrid petition and to develop a response,
which could include an array of options, including requesting an advisory opinion from the
Secretary of State on whether the CWC’s planned expenditures conflict with the Fair Campaign
Practices Act. See C.R.S. § 1-45-111.7(8) (describing advisory opinion process).

In the interim, I have determined that the Colorado Wildlife Council may approve the
media campaign as presented, provided any paid media will not be published or aired until no
sooner than November 4, 2026.

! The hybrid petition is posted under “Received Petitions” on the Rules and Regulations of the
Commission’s website: https://cpw.state.co.us/rules-and-regulations.
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This is a conservative determination designed to protect Council members from potential
liability for authorizing an expenditure in violation of the Fair Campaign Practices Act, while the
Division evaluates the allegations in the hybrid petition.

Laura Clellan, Director

Laura Clellan, Director, Colorado Parks and Wildlife
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