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Headwaters Education Partnership Proposal

Requested Amount: $10,000

Submitted by: Colorado Trout Unlimited

Colorado Trout Unlimited (CTU) respectfully requests $10,000 from the Colorado Wildlife
Council to support and expand our Headwaters Education Programs, an initiative that
empowers Colorado youth and communities to understand, value, and actively conserve the
state’s wildlife, watersheds, and natural heritage. This investment will directly advance the
Council’s priorities by expanding public awareness about wildlife management, building future
stewards of Colorado’s outdoor legacy, and deepening public connection to the state’s diverse
fish and wildlife resources. These programs can integrate the Council’s materials to underscore
the role of regulated hunting and angling in supporting science in the wild.

About CTU Headwaters Programs

CTU’s Headwaters Education programs include a suite of hands-on, place-based educational
experiences—ranging from classroom watershed lessons and field science days to fly fishing
academies, angler ethics training, and youth stewardship projects. In 2025 alone, these
programs reached over 25,000 youth, educators, and community members across Colorado,
many in communities with limited access to outdoor learning.

Core program components include:

e Fish & Wildlife Ecology Lessons — Understanding Colorado species, habitat needs, and
conservation challenges

e Responsible Recreation Education — Including ethical angling, stream etiquette,
minimizing wildlife disturbance, and outdoor safety

o Field-Based Science & Stewardship — Water quality monitoring, habitat assessments,
riparian restoration, macroinvertebrate sampling

e Youth Leadership & Connection to Colorado’s Outdoors — Summer camps, youth
volunteer opportunities, student clubs, and educator training

e Alignment with state agency priorities — \We work closely with CPW aquatic biologists,
especially regarding the Trout in the Classroom program, to ensure fish and ecosystem
health, environmental education to our participants, and stocking data for
stream/ecosystem monitoring.

Our flagship programs, River Conservation and Fly Fishing Camp, Trout in the Classroom, and
STREAM Programs, help youth build not only knowledge, but lifelong passion and personal
connection to their watershed, the ecosystem, and wildlife that define Colorado.



Alignment With the Colorado Wildlife Council’s Mission

A partnership between CTU and the Colorado Wildlife Council is a natural fit. The Council’s
mission to educate the public about the importance of wildlife, wildlife management, and funding
conservation aligns directly with CTU’s educational philosophy and program goals.

Funding support will advance the Council’'s mission by:

1. Headwaters Education programs help students understand Colorado’s wildlife
management model, including the role of Colorado Parks and Wildlife, how conservation
is funded, and the shared responsibility among hunters, anglers, and outdoor
enthusiasts.

2. Our programs connect students to Colorado’s native species—such as cutthroat trout,
boreal toads, raptors, elk, and pollinators—while emphasizing watershed health and
habitat. This funding also allows us to reach diverse and underserved communities that
have historically had limited access to outdoor education.

3. We teach ethical angling, habitat protection, and Leave No Trace principles to support
responsible outdoor recreation. These experiences help students build lasting
connections to wildlife and public lands, encouraging future stewardship and support for
conservation.

How the $10,000 Investment Will Be Used

The requested funds will directly support programming delivery and expansion through:

Educational materials and field equipment

Staff time for program delivery, partnership coordination, and school outreach
Transportation subsidies for schools with limited budgets

Supplies for environmental education program (tank supplies for Trout in the Classroom,
river monitoring equipment, fly fishing gear, etc.)

e Program evaluation and reporting

Expected Outcomes

With this investment, CTU will be able to:

e Reach 20,000+ Colorado youth and community members with wildlife and watershed
education
e Provide at least 20 environmental education learning events through our flagship
programs.
e Integrate wildlife management education into all programming modules
e Distribute outreach materials (print and digital) from the Council to Headwaters program
participants to increase visibility of the Council’s mission
e Connect the Council through webinar, online forums, or other similar means with Trout in
the Classroom instructors for nearly 90 tanks at sites across Colorado, to familiarize
them with the Council and the role of hunting and angling in supporting science in the
wild
Together, we can cultivate the next generation of ethical outdoor leaders, wildlife advocates, and
conservation-minded Coloradans. Your investment will empower hundreds of young Coloradans
to learn about wildlife, respect the outdoors, and understand the important role hunters and
anglers play in sustaining Colorado’s fish and wildlife heritage.



Thank You for Your Consideration



