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Sangll @ame FeEES

s >300,000 smallfgamie hunting licenses soldiannually,
howevelr 7 sold as “qualifying licenses” to peoplerwho
do not intend terhunt small gamie

« 26ispecies (mamimals and birds) not
including duclss, geeserand furbealrers

* Regulated by daily bagand possession
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Sl @arnE Fe)EEs

Populations are very sustainalble due
to biology

Adult mortality is a daily occurrence
across the suite of species

Great introduction torhunting &
outdoors

Loenger seasomns
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SmalGamerBlielogy

rversus K strategy,

B
o High reproductiverolitpuit o Low! reproductive outpuit
o [Largel biioods o Higher adult sirvival
o Low adult survival o IMliatulrelslowily,
o Mature quickily: o Ropulation trend isimolie
< Boom and bust staple
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Simall @ameE

* Biologyis vastly different than big game
> Biology cuesimanagement philosophy

—rust thebiology of'small camelspecies
* Highlreproductive olutpuit

—Unlilker bigigaimler werdo not estimiate
population size for management purposes
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RiriincipalisRoomediStiplitss
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RhincipalfiComipensatonyiiVientality

* One source of mortality.ist phased out (compensaited. for)
by another

o Regullated huntingidees notiimpact small gamie
populationsiover the long tekrm

* |Individualtagent off moektality isfinconsequential

* The window! of moertality isfimpoktamnt

= Mejitalitysthiateccurs earlyfintthelbiologicall smmame s
vearhas allongerwindow ter become |

compensato)qy,
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RrincipleaawioiDiminishingiRetusn's

o Law/of diminishing retlins siggests:
= EWEF WURERS BS SEESON O ESSES
— [RlEVEIV [@WER IUNIhE SUEEESS [EES &S SEEISeN O ESSES
—\wWhen popllationstaiellow, fewer hunters hunt
— Smallfgamer hunting selfzregulate's

o Justification o not closing'seasomns duking difficult pekiods
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Prineciples Steckoiling

 Stockpiling = things are good now, so let’s defer
harvest until its “really good” next year

— Cultural tendency to do this W
—Fails to recognize previous principles
— High loss of recreation * : ]

%

Losses (natural moirtality)

Accidents
Weather

S ,
= DISEESE

55 Predation
Other

'
IR ¢ o ! K
= -|" “ /’A
/ ,?, O
AV 3 Y7 s _»'- -,.,',:‘,‘4-‘}\" i

- 7 ./! ‘ ’

/0

COLORADO
Parks and Wildlife

Department of Natural Resources




SeeceKpiling VS, UseE

Net Hunting Days, Spring Turkey, 2006 - 2023
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O Predicted hunting days . Realized days

e Neti gain of 435,000 days fiiom an

increaserin licenses
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RiiincipleEcologicalfSuceession

> Ecological Sluccession

—RProcess of change!in thelvegetative stiticture) of
anlecological community ovelr time

—1Spegcies respond differently tortherlstages of
siccession
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N\ EBeer Weather X

—Extremne  oftenlrelegates
management philosophy to
secondaly

— Ty tormitigaterwith HABITAT

- CO drought index, Dec. 2020
—IMost ofiten), littlervoulcan do

— Historical & traditional concern
o smallfeamerisswinter wieatheln

—In" Colorade, droughtiis much
moelre impactiuland freguent
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Drovglt ane PhEasSants

Rheasant 1350 3,400 0
harvest 2006/07 2007,/08 2008/09
Decemlber 2006 1/1/2008
SRS ICENES ©)f droughtis
SR, US) ENS rampaint

SNOW  COV.EI



Prineiples el

Small game is;a product of the land b5 e
g — | Productlve soils.=lhigher p@pulatlo e -

% .?u""‘*&"f' #..-«n--—-w_., )A.. ';

-~ Smawll ga m\anagem.ent_o.f.ten becomes
focused on (P\a bitat ’ M:W*W.,ﬂ .

Address I|m|t|ng factors iRl
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Fialvitatiikeys

* The waterin thelbarrel
represents thenumber of
pheasants the habitat can
sUppolit

e The! factor in'shortest supply:
Isithie target for habjtat
Improvemenit
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* Miostiofiten, thelimiting
factor istnot foed

COLORADO

Parks and Wildlife

Department of Natural Resources



Regiilations

e Regulations suppolit the biology of thespecies
in qUEStiOn Regulations developed by:

—

s Social considerations &
tradition plays arhuge

rolle

m Biology m Social Considerations ®m Tradition

* Tendency to

over-regulating instead

ofi trusting biology
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SlrveyvineiRopllaticns

* Numerousfspegcific colints
— Lell¢ countsrarelusefulifor moenitoking population’ status

—\whistle counts, pheasant ciow colints, brood colnts,
reoad-sidermail carrier surveys, gobbler sunveys, ete.

* NOINE give a population nunber

—Thelimportance of these is the contextual MREND thiait
informis popllation performance acioss the longiterm
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MR Velue @ SURVEVS

n
—
c
>
o
@)
=
o
S
@)
—
C
©
7))
©
)
e
al
)
(@)
©
| -
n_V.v
<
@©
Q
S
@]
+—
@
L
o™
©
)
S
<

COLORADO

Parks and Wildlife
Department of Natural Resources

©C v 9O v o » o v o n o w
~ © © W L < < O ® N N

uonjels/sjied




REAVESE SURVERYVS

* Voluntary surveysi(live operator, email, texting,
formerly mail)

* Limitations andbiases
— Low response rate
— Identifiying the correct sample to contact

* Produce: harvest estimates with’ pirecisiomn

estimates), forinstance: 2024 Spring hurkey
harvest =5,903 556 (5372 —6486)
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ASSESSING [REfVESTE

> Bottom (ine: hakvest
A SEAVES EIS &
surrogatel for population
tiend .

* Eor small gamie;, we do
not need more o

* Inistead, precise harvest
estimatesiiisithe goall
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