
ISSUES SUBMITTAL FORM 

                              Date: 07/03/2024 

ISSUE: Should the expiration date of Wildlife Rehabilitation Licenses be extended to March 
31st annually to ensure staff have the time to complete their processes before 
approving a renewal? 

DISCUSSION (FACTS AND FIGURES, EXPLANATION OF ISSUE): 

 
Currently, Wildlife Rehabilitation Licenses are valid January 1st to January 31st of the following year.  
Wildlife rehabilitators applying for a renewal have until January 31st to submit the required paperwork from 
the year before. This gives staff less than 1 day to approve these renewals (if rehabbers wait until the 
deadline), leaving wildlife rehabilitators without a valid license while these requests are being processed.  
Field staff have 30 days from receiving a renewal request from Special Licensing to approve it.  This 
sometimes requires inspections of a facility which can takes weeks to schedule and complete.  Once field 
approvals are received, there are also administrative tasks to complete to issue the license.  
 
Our proposal is to add flexibility to the regulations to state the expiration date of this license is extended 
until March 31st while maintaining that their license renewal materials are due by January 31st of that 
year. This would give our staff a minimum of two months to complete their processes as needed to 
reissue these licenses, without the rehabilitators having a lapse in their valid license.  
 
This would not change the process for rehabilitators to apply for a new or renewal license, it would just 
provide staff the time they need to process license applications. 
 

STATE LAW REQUIRES CPW TO SOLICIT INPUT FROM STAKEHOLDERS THAT MAY BE 

AFFECTED POSITIVELY OR NEGATIVELY BY THE PROPOSED RULES. THE FOLLOWING 

STAKEHOLDERS HAVE BEEN ADVISED OF AND INVITED TO PROVIDE INPUT ON THE 

REGULATORY CHANGES PROPOSED IN THIS ISSUE PAPER: 

  

*IT IS ASSUMED THAT ALL NECESSARY INTERNAL PARTIES HAVE BEEN NOTIFIED*. 

[List stakeholder groups and briefly summarize comments received] 

 

An email was sent out to all wildlife rehabilitators that mentioned this change.  We had a few positive 

responses, and one person who did not understand why this was needed so we explained it to them.  

 

A survey was sent out to all licensed wildlife rehabilitators a few weeks after the initial notification with a 

survey asking for feedback on this question specifically.  18 responses were received.  16 respondents 

voted yes, they supported this change.  2 respondents voted no, they did not support this change. 

   

ALTERNATIVES: (POSSIBLE OUTCOMES or POSSIBLE REGULATIONS): 

1.     *Preferred Alternative*: Modify Chapter W-14 regulation 1401.A to extend the expiration date of 
wildlife rehabilitation licenses to March 31st. While keeping the renewal material submission deadline of 
January 31st. 
 

A. Any individual may be issued an annual Provisional Wildlife Rehabilitator License or annual 
Wildlife Rehabilitator License for the purpose of rehabilitating wildlife that is or appears to be sick, 
injured, or imprinted on humans; or that has been orphaned; or that has been otherwise approved 
by the Division.  Only wildlife listed on the license may be rehabilitated, and all rehabilitation 
authorized by the license is for the primary purpose of returning the wildlife to the wild. The 
license is a renewable annual license, which expires on January March 31, annually. Renewal 

1



materials shall be submitted by January 31, if renewal materials are not submitted by January 31 
the license will expire March 31. 

2. Status Quo, no change.

Issue Raised by: Andrea Gess, Danielle Isenhart, Erik Slater 

Author of the issue paper 
(if different than person raising the 
issue): 

CC: 

APPROVED FOR FURTHER CONSIDERATION BY: Danielle Isenhart 

REQUIRES NEW SPACE IN THE BROCHURE? ☐ YES XNO

ARE ADEQUATE STAFF AND FUNDING RESOURCES 
AVAILABLE TO IMPLEMENT? 

XYES ☐ NO 

REGION, BRANCH, OR SECTION LEADING IMPLEMENTATION License, Reservations, and 
Customer Operations 

RECOMMENDED FOR CONSENT AGENDA? X YES ☐ NO 
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