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Friends of the Pikes Peak Library District 
2026 Literary Awards Sponsorship Levels  

 

The Friends of the Pikes Peak Library District (FPPLD) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization that raises money to 

help support programs and staff needs of the Pikes Peak Library District (PPLD). Since 2000, Friends has 

contributed over $1,900,000 to PPLD. We raise our funds through used books sales, memberships, monetary 

donations and hosting the annual Literary Awards. We are seeking sponsors for the 2026 Literary Awards. All 

funds raised at this event will be used to support PPLD.  

 

The Literary Awards Luncheon will be held on Saturday, June 6, 2026, at 11:30 a.m. at the Doubletree Hotel, 

1775 E. Cheyenne Mtn. Blvd, Colorado Springs, CO  80906. Over 150 Friends members and library supporters 

are expected to attend the luncheon.  

 

At this event, the Friends present two signature awards:  
 

• The Frank Waters Award is a nationally recognized award for a significant body of work that celebrates 

the cultures, spirit, people and/or landscape of the West and Southwest. Waters wrote more than 

twenty books, including Pikes Peak: A Mining Saga, an early history of Colorado Springs, and Midas of 

the Rockies, about Winfield Scott Stratton, as well as books about the plight of native Americans. 

   

The 2026 Frank Waters Award recipient is Terry Tempest Williams.  

 

• The Golden Quill Award honors local authors – from El Paso or Teller counties – who have created 

outstanding work in writing, the arts, photography, or publishing. This award often focuses on work that 

enhances our understanding of the Pikes Peak Region but also recognizes authors who have achieved 

national status.  

 

The 2026 Golden Quill Award recipient is Nancy Bentley.  
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2026 Literary Awards Sponsorship Levels 

 

Thank you for supporting the Pikes Peak Library District through your sponsorship of the Friends of PPLD’s  

2026 Literary Awards.  

 GOLD 
$2000 

SILVER 
$1000 

BRONZE 
$500 

Table 
Sponsor 

$450 

Program advertisement  Full page ad ½ page ad ¼ page ad No 

Tickets for the event  4 2 1 8 

Acknowledge sponsorship on Friends of PPLD 
website 

Yes Yes Yes No 

Sponsor logo on screen at event  Yes Yes Yes No 

Sponsor recognition at event  Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Sponsor listed on invitation Yes No No No 

Acknowledge sponsorship in Friends of PPLD 
newsletter 

Yes Yes Yes No 

Sponsor can display information at event Yes Yes No No 

Sponsor logo on table tents at event Yes Yes Yes No 

 
Individual tickets for the event are $60. For additional sponsorship information, please contact Dr. Birdie 
Miller, Vice President of FPPLD, at birdiemiller1@yahoo.com or 719-439-4527. 
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2026 Frank Waters Literary Award Winner – Terry Tempest Williams  

 

 

Terry Tempest Williams is an acclaimed American writer, naturalist, and environmental activist whose work 
weaves together nature, family, spirituality, and social justice.  
 
Williams' writing is rooted in the American West and has been significantly influenced by the arid landscape 
of Utah. Her work focuses on social and environmental justice, ranging from issues of ecology and the 
protection of public lands and wildness to women’s health, to exploring humanity's relationship to 
culture and nature. She writes in the genre of creative nonfiction and lyrical essay. 
 
Best known for Refuge: An Unnatural History of Family and Place, she draws on her experiences in the 
American West—especially Utah’s desert landscapes—to explore the profound connections between land and 
human responsibility. Her latest book, The Glorians: Visitations from the Holy Ordinary, will be published this 
spring and has been featured by The New York Times on its list, “The Books Everyone Will Be Talking About in 
2026.”  
 
With lyrical prose and moral urgency, Williams is currently writer-in-residence at Harvard Divinity School and 
divides her time between Cambridge, Massachusetts, and Castle Valley, Utah. 
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2026 Golden Quill Award Winner – Nancy Bentley 

 

 
 
 
Nancy Bentley is a local author, filmmaker, former library media specialist and educator. She has authored 
fourteen books for children, written adult essays, and written and directed several award-winning 
documentary films.  
 
Her educational background includes a degree in Philosophy, a Masters in Educational Communications, a 
Masters in Library Science and certificates from the University of Denver Publishing Institute and the Stanford 
University Publishing Institute. She had the honor of spending three internships with Holiday House Publishers 
in New York City, before deciding that writing her own work and living in Colorado was her true calling. 
 
Her works for children include a series of articles in Colorado Fever, a publication of the Colorado Historical 
Institute for Children, board books with Price-Stern-Sloan, a picture book with Doubleday, a series of chapter 
books with Scholastic, four co-authored nonfiction books for children with Millbrook Press on how-to-write 
mysteries, movies, newspapers, and plays,  and a nonfiction book with Enslow Publishing on how to write a 
report without plagiarizing.   
 
Her documentary films include Mary Calhoun: The Making of a Storybook; A Garden Experience: Growing 
Organic, featuring the oldest and largest community garden in Southern Colorado; the bio-documentary Eric 
Bransby, American Mural Artist, available through Colorado PBS; and Quail Lake Meditation, which chronicles 
one woman’s meditative walk around her favorite lake after a life changing medical diagnosis.  
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Friends of the Pikes Peak Library District 
Literary Award Recipients – 1993-2025 

  

Year Frank Waters Recipient Golden Quill Recipient 
2025 Peter Heller PJ and Patrick Anderson  

2024 Mark Lee Gardner Donna Guthrie 

2023 W. Michael Gear and Kathleen O’Neal Gear Barbara Nickless 

2022 Jim Fergus John Wesley Anderson 

2021 Pam Houston Don Kallaus and Angela Crews 

2020 None (pandemic) None (pandemic) 

2019 Anne Hillerman Dian Curtis Regan 

2018 Mary Taylor Young Kathleen “Kay” Esmiol 

2017 C.J. Box Charles Rockey 

2016 Barbara Sparks Gordon and Helen Anderson 

2015 Michael McGarrity Mel McFarland 

2014 Sandra Dallas Kathy Brandt 

2013  Dr. Tom Noel Jan Pettit 

2012 None Steven Hayward 

2011 John Fielder Stewart Green 

2010 Margaret Coel Mark Gardner 

2009 None None 

2008 None Dave Mason 

2007 Jimmy Santiago Gus Lee and Diane Lee 

2006 Ann Zwinger Michael Hague and Kathleen Hague 

2005 Alexander Blackburn Andrea Herrera 

2004 Nancy Ward Lois Beebe Hayna 

2003 John Nichols * 

2002 Barbara Kingsolver * 

2001 Will Hobbs * 

2000 Joanne Greenberg * 

1999 Stephen Coonts * 

1998 Tony Hillerman * 

1997 Jennifer Blake * 

1996 Bernard A. Margolis * 

1995 Marshall Sprague (posthumously) * 

1994 N. Scott Momaday * 

1993 Frank Waters * 

*Golden Quill Award was started in 2004.  
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Friends of the Pikes Peak Library District:   Background Information 
 

The Friends of the Pikes Peak Library District (PPLD) was established on the 50th anniversary of the Colorado 
Springs Public Library (March 11, 1955) and became a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization in 1969.  
 
For more than 70 years, Friends has consistently supported PPLD. Our membership includes more than 876 
families, and in 2025, our volunteers contributed 11,000+ hours. During the past 20 years, the Friends has 
donated more than $1.9 million to the Pikes Peak Library District. 
 
Vision: A diverse and energetic community which values the Pikes Peak Library District's central importance, 
resources, facilities, and services. 
 
Mission: The Friends of the Pikes Peak Library District supports the Pikes Peak Library District in providing 
programs and spaces that cultivate belonging, personal growth and strong communities. We achieve this by: 

• Growing and retaining a thriving, diverse membership 
• Recruiting and leading strong, dedicated volunteers 
• Providing affordable books for library patrons through our bookstores and book sales 
• Raising money through book sales, programs, membership, and donations 

 
Anti-discrimination and Inclusion Statement:  The Friends of the Pikes Peak Library District does not 
discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion (creed), gender, gender expression, age, national origin 
(ancestry), disability, marital status, sexual orientation, or military status, in any of its programs, activities or 
operations. These include, but are not limited to, selection of employees, volunteers and vendors, and 
provision of programs and services. We are committed to providing an inclusive and welcoming environment 
for all members, employees, volunteers, contractors, vendors, clients, and the public. 
 
Additionally, Friends: 

• Publish a quarterly newsletter with original content, fun activities and PPLD tips. 

• Advocate for our library district and libraries. 

• Host special events, receptions, and programs. 

• Provide an e-version of Book Browse, which features book reviews and articles for all library patrons. 
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Friends of the Pikes Peak Library District:   Background Information 
 
 
Board of Directors 
 

Rita Jordan, President AnnEliz Harford 

Dr. Birdie Miller, Vice President Diane Klare 

Tyler Graham, Secretary  Vickie Heffner 

Sue Gilbert, Treasurer Wendy Stotts 

Erika Graham Terry Zarsky 

 
Staff:     Beth Crumrine – Volunteer and Sales Operations Coordinator 
 
Directors Emeriti 
James Bixler  Steve Bobbitt  Lewis Burton  Rosemae Campbell 
James Ciletti  Mary Ciletti  Andrea Corely  Linda DuVal 
Pamela Gomez Gil Ellen R May  Una Ng-Brasch Diane Pfalzgraf 
Aida Richardson Mary Jo Schraml Patricia Webb 
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Friends of the Pikes Peak Library District: Funded Programs/Contributions to PPLD 

 

Over the past 20 years, the Friends of the Pikes Peak Library has contributed over $1.9M to support PPLD 

programs and staff. The Friends raise money by selling used books and memberships, accepting donations, 

and hosting our signature event – “The Literary Awards.”   

 

The following list outlines the key programs, community events, and organizational support provided to PPLD 

over the past 5 years.  

 

Year/Contribution Funded Programs/Contributions to PPLD  

2025 
$167,362 

• All Pikes Peak Reads – an annual community program focusing on celebrating literature, improving 

community connections, and fostering dialogue across social, cultural and generational lines. 306 

program participants and 2,990 checkouts.  

• Mountain of Authors - an annual community program that provides an opportunity for the public 

and local authors to network, listen to notable authors, learn about the craft of writing and trends 

in publishing. Available in person and virtual. 295 attendees. 

• Regional History Symposium - a day long symposium, open to the public. Every year a different 

historical topic is selected and proposals are solicited nationwide. Available in person and virtual. 

107 participated in the film festival and 133 attended the lecture.  

• Winter Adult Reading programs for adults 18+. Adults sign up online for activities to win prizes. 

5,781 program registrants and 3,515 completed the program.  

• Summer Adventure is PPLD’s summer reading program for children, teens and adults at all library 

locations. 18,833 program registrants and 7,921 completed the program.  

• BookBrowse - online magazine and website that provides book reviews author interviews, book 

previews, and reading guides. Available to the public via the Friends of PPLD website and the PPLD 

website.  

• PPLD Foundation Inaugural Pickleball Tournament – Courtside Sponsor. 

• Staff Recognition and Support for District and Branch libraries. 

2024 
$125,032 

• All Pikes Peak Reads  

• Mountain of Authors  

• Regional History Symposium   

• Winter Adult Reading  

• BookBrowse   

• Staff Recognition and Support for District and Branch libraries 
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Year/Contribution Funded Programs/Contributions to PPLD  

2023 
$113,432 

 

• Summer Adventure Program 

• Winter Adult Reading  

• Kindergarten Roundup  

• Homeschool Fair  

• Manitou Springs and Palmer Lake Summer 

Concert Series  

• Regional History  

• Mountain of Authors  

• Annual Yule Ball  

• BookBrowse  

• PPLD Annual Training and Development 
Conference  

• Staff Recognition and Support for District 

2022 
$88,435 

• Summer Adventure Program  

• Workforce Development / Food Industry Training  

• All Pikes Peak Reads  

• Regional History Symposium  

• Staff Recognition and Support for District and Branch libraries 

2021 
$42,928 

• No specific programs due to COVID challenges. Libraries used funds where needed.  

• Staff Recognition and Support for District and Branch libraries 

 
 

 

 
 

 


