
Habitat Partnership Program Meeting Minutes 
Northwest Colorado Committee Meeting 

October 9, 2025 

Craig Chamber of Commerce 

775 Yampa Ave Suite 103, Craig, CO 81625

Committee Members Present:​ Attendees Present: 

​Seth Schwolert - CPW​ ​ Jared Lamb - CPW 

​Sean Durham - Livestock Grower​ Mark Lowrey - CFCD 

​Chad Green - Livestock Grower​ Cassie Lamb - CFCD 

​ Ian Duzik - Livestock Grower​ ​
​Toni Toelle - Sportsperson 

​Jill Carlson - BLM 

​Curits Keetch - USFS (proxy) 

Administrative Assistant Present: 
Kayla Friedrich 

Introductions 
Committee members and guests were introduced. 

Budget Report 
The budget at the start of the meeting was $22,606.30 

Old Business 
The minutes from the August 28, 2025 meeting were approved as written. 

New Business 
Harold Earle - White Wire - Seth Schwolert presented a white wire project on behalf of the 

Earle’s. The project will remove and replace 3 miles of old woven wire fence with a 

wildlife-friendly fence. The Earle’s are providing all the labor and materials outside of the white 

vinyl wire. The committee approved an additional 8 rolls of wire to the 4 that have already been 

provided.  
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Tallent Ranch Water Development - Seth Schwolert and Mark Lowerey of the Colorado First 

Conservation District (CFCD) presented a water project on the Talent Ranch. The project would 

expand water availability on the landscape for big game and wildlife as well as Sage Grouse. The 

system includes tire tanks and seeps for Sage Grouse wet meadows. The property is not grazed 

and public hunting access is allowed with a trespass fee. CFCD is contributing $28,444.00 for 

the completion of water troughs and mesic drains. The landowner will contribute  $11,110.00 

for supplies and materials. The HPP request is for $29,975.00 for the water troughs and pipe 

drain installation. The committee discussed the project and expressed difficulty identifying its 

purpose, as there does not appear to be a wildlife conflict motivating the proposal. The 

committee believed it was a great project for Sage Grouse and CFCD but not a good HPP 

project and therefore did not fund the project.  

Remaining Committee Business 

SBRJWM Water Project - This project had initially been presented at the May 7, 2025 meeting 

and the committee wanted to see it go to  State Council as the funding request was too much 

for the committee to provide. The project will provide mesic meadow development for Greater 

sage-grouse brood rearing habitat along with better livestock distribution and a season long 
water source for big game in the project area. In addition, the project will include replacing 1⁄2 

mile of old woven wire fence with a 4 strand, wildlife-friendly fence. State Council agreed to 

fund $55,970.00 for the project but wanted to see a local committee contribution of 

$10,000.00. The committee thought it was a good project and agreed to funding the 

$10,000.00 totaling the project funding to $65,970.00.  

Little Snake Water Discussion - Jared Lamb presented the Little Snake River Cooperative 

Water Conservation Project to the committee. The project seeks letters of support and 

represents a coalition of agricultural producers aiming to do more with less through adaptive 

irrigation practices such as intermittent fallowing, water sharing, voluntary and temporary 

diversion forbearance, and rotational limited irrigation. The committee discussed the proposal 

and, from an HPP perspective, expressed concern about supporting efforts that compensate 

landowners for using less water in order to make more water available for sale. As a result, the 

committee decided not to provide a letter of support.  

Meeting Schedule - The committee will wait to schedule the next meeting but will aim for 

sometime in February 2026.  

Adjourn 
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 6:50 PM 
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