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March 5-6, 2025 

 
2025 Non-Motorized Trail and LWCF Grant Funding Recommendations 

 
This letter is a summary and explanation of the enclosed Colorado Parks and Wildlife (CPW) 
2025 Non-Motorized Trails and Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) grant funding 
recommendations for the Parks and Wildlife Commission (the Commission) approval during the 
March 2025 meeting. We are requesting approval for 30 grants for a total award amount of 
$6,650,113.00. 

 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 
The Colorado Parks and Wildlife Division’s (CPW) Trails Program, a statewide program within 
CPW, administers grants for trail-related and outdoor recreation projects on an annual basis. 
Local, county, state, and tribal governments, federal agencies, special recreation districts, 
and non-profit organizations with management responsibilities over public lands may apply 
for and are eligible to receive non- motorized and motorized trail grants. Local, county, 
state, and tribal governments may apply for and are eligible to receive Land and Water 
Conservation Fund stateside grants. 

 
Colorado’s Non-Motorized Trails and Land and Water Conservation Fund Program CPW’s 
Trails Program was created with the adoption of Colorado’s “Recreational Trails Act of 1971” 
codified in sections 33-11-101 through 33-11-112, Colorado Revised Statutes. The Grant 
Program provides funding for trail construction, maintenance, planning/support projects, as 
well as outdoor recreation acquisition and development projects. The Grant Program is a 
multi- agency partnership that includes CPW, Great Outdoors Colorado (GOCO), Colorado 
Lottery, Federal Highways Administration’s Recreational Trails Program (RTP) and the 
Federal Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF). 

 
The Non-Motorized Recreational Trails and LWCF Grant Application Process 
Annual Non-Motorized Recreational Trails and LWCF grant rounds are posted to CPW’s 
website on the first business day of August each year. These grant opportunities are 
publicized annually through press releases, newsletters, the state website, and e-mail 
information networks. Technical assistance for grant preparation is provided by CPW Trails 
Program staff to potential applicants. The submission deadline for non-motorized Trail 
Grant applications is the first business day in October. 

 
The Commission has authorized a subcommittee structure to assist the State Trails 
Committee (the Committee) in formulating its grant recommendations. Subcommittees for 
each grant category and their members are appointed for the purpose of reviewing and 
ranking grants and compiling funding recommendations for the Committee. Subcommittee 
members include Committee members, representatives from GOCO, CPW Trails Program 
staff, and volunteer peer reviewers. Appendix A lists the individual members who served on 
each subcommittee. 

 
After receiving recommendations from the Committee and approval from the Commission, 
grants are awarded for non-motorized trails projects on a yearly basis. LWCF applications 
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approved by the Commission are moved forward to the National Park Service pre-award 
phase.  

The Non-Motorized Recreational Trails and LWCF Grant Review and Ranking Process: The 
Commission, through its Policy A-104, has authorized a subcommittee structure to assist the 
Committee in formulating its grant recommendations. Subcommittee members are appointed 
to review and rank grant applications, and to assist in compiling funding recommendations for 
the Committee’s consideration. To solicit public comment, all grant applications are posted 
on the relevant grant program page on CPW's website and every public comment is evaluated 
as part of a Subcommittee’s grant review and ranking process. 

 
All non-motorized trail grant applications are evaluated and ranked against each other. CPW’s 
trail grant application review and ranking process follows a four-tiered review and approval 
protocol. All grant applications are first reviewed by CPW wildlife field biologists and regional 
CPW staff. This process allows CPW to flag potential wildlife issues prior to the review by the 
subcommittees. While concerns may be flagged during this review, CPW’s field staff attempt 
to resolve these concerns prior to the subcommittee’s review. These Regional Wildlife Impact 
summaries are shared with the subcommittee (Appendix E). 

 
Next, applications are evaluated by four grant review and ranking subcommittees: the 
Construction subcommittee, the Maintenance subcommittee, the Planning/Support 
subcommittee, and the Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) subcommittee. Grant 
scores are the average of subcommittee member scores (up to 10 volunteer reviewers per 
grant application) plus the average score of the CPW and GOCO staff reviewers, for a 
combined average score. The ranking subcommittees set a minimum grant funding score of 
70 for the 2025 Non-Motorized Recreation Trails and LWCF grant application cycle. The 
volunteer reviewers represent a full spectrum of trail recreation interests including trail 
enthusiasts and park and natural resource professionals. The funding recommendations 
provided by the subcommittees and staff are based on a grant’s rank and public input. The 
ranked applications are then passed to the Committee to evaluate the applications in 
ranked order and recommend funding strategies to the Commission. The Commission 
provides the final approval to the funded projects. 

 
This process invites public review and comment at four separate stages: upon grant 
application submission, before the subcommittees, before the State Trails Committee and 
then before the Commission. To solicit public comment, proposed project descriptions are 
posted on the relevant grant program page on CPW's website and all public comment is 
evaluated as part of the grant selection process.  

 
2025 Non-Motorized Recreational Trails and LWCF Grants 
The breakdown of received grant applications and amounts requested by the four grant 
categories are as follows: 

 
Grant Categories  Total Applications    Total $ Requested 

Construction 11 $2,018,190.00 
Maintenance 13 $1,925,227.08 
Trail Stewardship  14 $1,078,118.86 
Planning/Support 11 $431,288.00 
Land and Water Conservation Fund 13 $12,221,631.65  
Total Recreational Trail Grants 62 $17,695,679.59 
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FUNDING 
For the 2025 Non-Motorized Recreational Trails and LWCF grant cycle, approximately 
$6,650,113.00 will be available from the following funding sources: 

Source of Funding Dollars Awarded 
Great Outdoors Colorado (GOCO) $1,500,000.00 
Federal Recreational Trails Program- Non-Motorized & 
Diversified (RTP) 

$938,015.00 
 

Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) $4,212,098.00 
Total $6,650,113.00 

 
DISCUSSION AND SUMMARY 
For 2025, applications were reviewed and scored by volunteer peer reviewers, GOCO, and 
CPW Trails Program staff. Two applications were withdrawn before final scoring. 
 
Applicants presented project details before the subcommittees at the applicant 
presentation meetings held in December 2024 and January 2025. Regional Wildlife Impact 
summaries were shared with the applicants and they were asked to address any specific 
comments/concerns for their application during their presentation. The following 
recommended projects received wildlife impact comments in their Regional Wildlife 
Summary: 
 

• Austin Bluffs Open Space Improvements (C4) - requested utilization of bear-proof 
trash containers and the applicant responded they plan to use those containers at 
all trailhead parking lots. 

• Partnership for Stewardship (M20) - a recommendation for the Crooked Trout 
reroute minimize disturbance to the bighorn sheep population and the applicant 
agreed to work with CPW staff to adjust the alignment. 

• Mesa County Trail Sustainability Crew (TS4) - requested to complete work at higher 
elevations before seasonal trail closures take effect and the applicant agreed with 
that request.  

• Toivo Malm (TS5) – request to complete work on the work within GMU 76 prior to 
September 1st. The applicants responded that the trail work there is on Alamosa 
city property which is not open to hunting but they should be able to comply with 
that request.  

• Sunset West Trail Connection (P7) – raising awareness of an active RTHA nest falls 
within the planning area and the applicant agreed to follow all current raptor 
guidelines.  

• Steamboat Springs Slate Creek Property Acquisition (LWCF-25) - requested seasonal 
closures and dogs on leash to minimize wildlife impacts for the future recreation 
development and the applicant responded they will plan the Loop Trail alignment 
in consultation with CPW to consider sensitive areas and consider the 
implementation of seasonal closures for elk/deer migration as necessary.  

• Pagosa Springs East Gateway River Park Acquisition project (LWCF-6) – a 
recommendation to survey for Pagosa Skyrocket, consider replacing car bodies with 
modern streambank stabilization, and the use of educational signage addressing 
Aquatic Nuisance Species and boating safety. The applicant confirmed a survey was 
completed and no Pagosa Skyrocket has been found on the property and also 
responded they are in the design phase of the project so will address armoring the 
bank with different materials.  

 
The remaining projects recommended for funding did not have wildlife concerns. Appendix 
B lists the scores for each grant application as determined by grant reviewers within each 
category. Since this was the second year of the pilot program, we allowed unsuccessful 
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Trail Stewardship projects to be considered in the Maintenance category after initial review 
in their original category (Appendix C). 
 
Using direction from the Trails Program’s Strategic Plan, the Statewide Comprehensive 
Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP) and the Committee’s grant funding policies, the 
recommended funding allocations for each grant category for this year are as follows: 

 
Grant Category             Number of Grants       Proposed Funding 

Construction 3 $ 575,000 
Maintenance 10   $1,089,280.95 
Trail Stewardship  5 $493,710.30 
Planning/Support 8 $ 280,023.75 
Land and Water Conservation Fund 4 $4,212,098.00 
Total Recreational Trail Grants 30 $6,650,113 

 
 

DIVISION RECOMMENDATION 
Staff has provided the recommended funding spreadsheets for 2025 Non-Motorized Trails 
and LWCF grants (Appendix B) and project summaries (Appendix D) for the Commission’s 
review and approval. It is suggested that minor adjustments of project funding levels be 
permitted at the discretion of the CPW Director or a designated representative. Any 
further funding that is made available will be used to fund additional projects that 
scored a 70 or higher in order of rank.  

 
  



 

COLORADO PARKS AND WILDLIFE DIVISION 
Appendix A 
State Recreational Trails Committee Members 

 
 

COMMITTEE REPRESENTATIVE DISTRICT/REPRESENTATION 
Jill Ozarski 
2nd Term Expiration: 06/30/2025 
 

District 1 
STC Committee Chair 
LWCF Subcommittee Chair 
Non-motorized 

Meara McQuain 
1st Term Expiration: 06/30/2025 
 
 

District 2 
NM Subcommittee Chair 
Non-Motorized 

Mick Daniel 
2nd Term Expiration: 06/30/2028 

District 3 
Diversified 

Brad Schwartz 
2nd Term Expiration: 06/30/2028 

District 4 
Motorized 

Jason Meyer 
1st Term Expiration: 06/30/2025 
 

District 5 
NM Subcommittee Chair  
Local Government Representative 

Vacant 
Term Expiration: 4 years from term start 
 

District 6 
 

Jack Placchi 
1st Term Expiration: 06/30/2025 

District 7 
OHV Representative Non-motorized 
Non-Motorized 
 

Bevin Carithers 
1st Term Expiration: 06/30/2026 
 

District 8 
Non-Motorized 

Zachary Shacter 
1st Term Expiration 06/30/2028 
 

At Large 
Snowmobile Subcommittee Chair 
Snowmobile Rep Motorized 
 

Heather Hormell 
1st Term Expiration: 06/30/2026 
 

At Large 
STC Committee Vice-Chair 
OHV Subcommittee Chair  
OHV Representative/Motorized 
 

Pamela Denahy 
Term Expiration: N/A 

GOCO Representative 
NM Subcommittee Chair 
 

 
DIVISION 
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Appendix A 
Colorado State Parks - Trails Program 

Non-motorized Trails and LWCF Grant Application Reviewers 
Application Reviewers Subcommittee 

Meara McQuain, State Trails Committee, District 2 
Tim Kugler, Gunnison Trails 
Teresa Martinez, Continental Divide Trail Coalition 
Jeff Christenson, Bureau of Land Management 
Todd Juhasz, City of Fort Collins Natural Areas 
Christopher Gutierrez, U.S. Forest Service 
Ralph Files, Colorado Plateau Mountain Bike Association 
 
Pam Denahy, State Trails Committee, GOCO Representative 
Jack Placchi, State Trails Committee, District 7 
Jarret Roberts, Boulder County 
Brendan Kelly, U.S. Forest Service 
Mary McKean, Rising Routes 
Matt Martinez, Jefferson County Open Space 
 
Jason Meyer, State Trails Committee, District 5 
Kalem Lenard, Bureau of Land Management 
Lisa Bondi, City of Boulder 
Anne Lowe, Archaeological Conservancy 
Rebecca Shannon, Boulder Mountain Bike Alliance 
Sophie Fabrizio, Telluride Mountain Club 
 
Jill Ozarski, State Trails Committee, District 1 
Tilah Larson, GOCO 
Chad Schneckenburger, U.S. Forest Service 
Quinn Brett, National Park Service 
Bevin Carithers, State Trails Committee, District 8 
Luke Bolinger, Town of Erie 
 
Reviewed All Grant Applications 
 
GOCO Representatives: 
 Dan Zimmerer, Katie Smith 
 
Josh Stoudt, SW Trails Coordinator 
Randy Engle, NW Trails Coordinator 
Tappan Brown, SE Trails Coordinator 
Lucas Svare, NE Trails Coordinator 
Fletcher Jacobs, Outdoor Recreation and Lands 

 
Construction 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Maintenance & Trail Stewardship 

 
 
 
 
 

  Planning/Support 
 
 
 
 
 
Land & Water Conservation Fund 
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Appendix B – Grant Reviewer Scores 
2025 Construction 
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2025 Trail Stewardship 
 
 
 

 
 
  

8



 

2025 Maintenance 
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2025 Planning/Support 
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2025 Land & Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) 
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Appendix C – Grant Submissions Map 
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2025 Non-Motorized Trails and LWCF Grant Summaries 

 

 
Appendix D 

STATE TRAILS PROGRAM 
2025 Non-Motorized Trails and Land and Water 

Conservation Fund Grant Application Summaries 
 

CONSTRUCTION APPLICATIONS 
Project 

Number/Region 
Project Name Project Sponsor Amount 

Requested 
Total Cost 

C1-NE Chimney Hollow Open Space Trail   Larimer County DNR $250,000.00 $426,384.65 

Larimer County is seeking grant funding to support the construction of 4 miles of trail at Chimney Hollow Open 
Space     for first phase of the planned 10-12 miles trail system. The project scope includes constructing 3.25 of trail 
along the western shoreline of the reservoir (Shoreline Trail) and .75 miles of trail create a 1 mile loop in proximity 
to the trailhead (Cutoff Trail).  

C2-NE Riverdale Bluffs Open Space Adams County Parks, Open 
Space and Cultural Arts 

$250,000.00 $14,205,470.19 

Adams County is seeking to formalize a robust trail network to enhance regional connectivity through the expansion of the 
E-470 Trail to provide safe roadway crossings, increase recreation, and revitalize the natural habitat. In addition to trail 
expansion, overlooks, public art, picnic shelters, and a 587’ stair incline, the project will include a pedestrian overpass and 
underpass across two busy roadways. 

C4-SE Austin Bluffs Open Space 
Improvements and Trailhead 
Construction 

City of Colorado Springs $250,000.00 $448,723.55 

The 600-acre Austin Bluffs Open Space (ABOS) will see construction of 2.65 miles of trail, new wayfinding, trailhead 
improvements, and illegal trail closure. This includes construction of 2.4 miles of multi-use, multi direction single track 
trail and a ¼ mile Enlightenment Hiking Only Trail to the summit of Pulpit Rock. The project will decommission and 
restore illegal trails, and include additional trailhead work to improve and designate parking in two main lots.  

C5-NE Nature Center Accessibility Trails 
and Terraces 

Wild Bear Nature Center $250,000.00 $678,000.00 

The WBNC is constructing an 8,500 square foot net-zero nature center facility along the Peak to Peak Scenic Byway. The 
accessible trails on the Wild Bear campus will increase accessibility to the nature center and adjacent land. The project 
described in this application will greatly enhance accessibility infrastructure of Wild Bear, providing access to the unique 
mountain ecology to people of all abilities.  

C9-NW Fraser River Trail Extension Town of Winter Park $250,000.00 $2,351,710.00 

This project includes construction of 0.68 miles of the Fraser River Trail (FRT), boardwalk installation over high quality 
wetland, bridge installation spanning the Fraser River, and the construction of two nature play areas. This is Phase I of a 
two-phase project for the FRT. Phase II will include an additional 0.38 miles of trail on USFS land. 

C10-NE   Firefly Meadow Natural Area   
Trails 

  City of Loveland $143,190.00 $320,950.00 

The City of Loveland is planning the development of a 1.37-mile trail, trail head parking area, fencing, ditch crossing and 
signage on the Firefly Meadow Natural Area property. This project will repurpose 0.33 miles of existing paved road, 
converting 0.15 miles of existing two-track road, and constructing 0.89 miles of new soft-surface trail. This will provide 
trail connectivity from north to south in the western part of Loveland, providing new public access to a natural area.  
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2025 Non-Motorized Trails and LWCF Grant Summaries 

 

CONSTRUCTION 
CONTINUED 

Project Name Project Sponsor Amount 
Request 

Total Cost 

C11-NE Sunset Area Trails, Ph. 1 Town of Erie $250,000.00 $312,500.00 

The Town of Erie, phase 1 Sunset Area Trails will construct a 1 mile, 10-foot-wide, ADA-accessible concrete trail connecting 
the Coal Creek multi-purpose trails with Weld County Road 5. The trail plan consists of two half-mile segments that will 
provide connections to the existing trail network. The trailhead will connect to a nearby parking lot that will function as a 
trailhead and facilitate future expansion to the Sunset and Westerly housing developments. 

C12-NE Virginia Canyon Mountain Park, 
Ph. 4 

City of Idaho Springs $250,000.00 $341,470.20 

The City will construct an eastern perimeter trail down Gilson Gulch and is phase 4 of this project. This includes 
construction of a 2.2 mile mountain bike specific trail, providing connection to a private road system for emergency 
services and maintenance. Additionally, a 0.25 incline hiking only trail to the top of Buttermilk Peak that will create a 
hiking loop is planned for construction. 

C14-NE Conifer High School Campus Trails Conifer High School $75,000.00 $100,000.00 

Conifer High School requests funding to build a trail system on campus for the Mountain Bike Team the Cross County 
running team and the general public for competitions and training. Phase 1 will consist of 3 miles funded by CPW and will 
provide enough trails for training and competitions. The trail system will be open to the public outside of school hours, on 
weekends, and the entire summer (June-August). Conifer High School will work with COMBA for design and construction. 

C15-SE Twin Lakes Village Connector Trail Cloud City Wheelers $21,224.00 $28,424.00 
This trail project will construct an important non-motorized route that connects the Village of Twin Lakes with existing 
area trails. A total of 1.25 miles of new trail will be constructed and will be built by a professional trail organization along 
with area volunteers. An existing 2.75 miles of existing user created trail will be utilized and improved to form a 3 mile 
passage of safe trail. Other existing user created trails will be closed and decommissioned. 

C17-NE Trail Wayfinding Signage City of Louisville $50,000.00 $100,000.00 
The City of Louisville is implementing wayfinding signage on the 7 primary trail routes across the City's open space and 
park system. Wayfinding elements range from pavement markings to free-standing sign posts to trail head kiosks. Phase 1 
has recently been installed along the Powerline Trail phases 2-7 are now in the final phase of design to identify various 
wayfinding elements at site specific locations. 
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2025 Non-Motorized Trails and LWCF Grant Summaries 

 

MAINTENANCE APPLICATIONS 
Project 

Number/Region 
Project Name Project Sponsor Amount 

Requested 
Total Cost 

M1-NW Backcountry Trail Maintenance 
Maroon Bells-Snowmass 

Roaring Fork Outdoor 
Volunteers 

$148,566.00 $262,635.96 

Funding will support two years of priority trail maintenance on seven trails in the Maroon Bells-Snowmass Wilderness 
(Cathedral Lake, Avalanche Creek, and the Four Pass Loop). RFOV plans to maintain 15-18 miles of trail by installing 
drainage/erosion features, improving degraded tread and trimming corridor. Work will be completed by a 4-person Trail 
Crew and volunteers, totaling 58 days per year.  

M3-NW Grizzly Creek & Jessie Weaver 
Trails 

National Forest Foundation $250,000.00         $312,500.00 

 The National Forest Foundation (NFF) in partnership with the White River National Forest (WRNF) is conducting multiple 
post-fire trail restorations and re-openings in the highly used Grizzly Creek trail system. This will include trail tread repair, 
reconstruction, and stabilization along approximately 5 miles of trail. There are plans to replace a major trail bridge over 
No Name Creek and to construct a new bridge over Grizzly Creek. 

M6-SE Burmac Trailhead Transformation Salida Mountain Trails $58,638.00 $77,666.78 

Building on progress in 2024, this project will complete the Burmac Trailhead's transformation into an inviting hub for 
Methodist Mountain to meet fast-paced growth in visitation Highlights. Salida Mountain Trails plans to expand the 
existing parking lot and install fencing. Volunteers will maintain 3.5 miles of trail, install rock armor as a pilot project, add 
new trail signage with camping and trail etiquette information and build an enclosure to protect vault toilets.  

M7-NE Hewlett Gulch Trail Improvement 
Project 

Overland Mountain Bike 
Association 

$189,200.00 $448,659.00 

Overland Mountain Bike Association requests funding for the reroute and repair of approximately 5 miles of severely 
damaged and unsustainable trail to meet Forest Service standards as a Trail Class 2, improve trail user safety and quality 
of experience, and reduce negative impacts to natural resources. Check dams, water bars, and strategic slash will be 
installed to reduce erosion of the old trail. Rock retaining walls and climbing turns will be constructed to gain elevation. 

M8-NE Buchanan Park Trail 
Improvements 

Evergreen Park and Recreation 
District 

$250,000 $340,000.00 

This project will maintain and improve existing trails in Buchanan Park in Evergreen CO, near the regional Pioneer Trail 
and the gateway to Elk Meadow Park. The project has three components: complete the missing link of the Park Loop 
Trail, replace a pedestrian with an accessible 16-foot bridge on Park Loop Trail, and upgrade the Buchanan Pond Nature 
Trail by formalizing existing social trails to create a nature trail and install fishing and wildlife viewing area. 

M9-SW Project Raghorn 2025 USFS Pagosa Ranger 
District 

$196,000.00 $455,695.80 

The grant funds requested will be used to maintain approximately 117 miles of trail annually for 3 years. TC2 National 
Design Parameters will be used to clear and maintain these trails. In addition to clearing, the PRD trail crew will re-
establish tread and repair, or install drainage feature. This project will maintain safe trail access to backcountry and 
wilderness areas on the Pagosa Ranger District.  

M12-Multiple Statewide 14er Trail 
Maintenance 2025  

Colorado Fourteeners 
Initiative 

$250,00.00 $983,943.40 
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2025 Non-Motorized Trails and LWCF Grant Summaries 

 

The grant will fund an eight-person crew, manager field time and supplies/support services to maintain, reconstruct and 
restore 12 summit trails on 14,000-foot peaks. This will include 36.4 miles of basic maintenance, 10.65 miles of intensive 
trail reconstruction, and 8,500 sq. ft. of closure/restoration. Reconstruction will include boardwalk repair, backwall 
supporting tundra beds, installation of timber check and rock steps, and the construction of mono wall.  

MAINTENANCE 
CONTINUED 

Project Name Project Sponsor Amount 
Requested 

Total Cost 

M14-SE/SW Venable-Comanche Trail 
Maintenance 

Rocky Mountain Field Institute $30,640.00 $61,919.04 
 

RMFI will perform trail maintenance on the Venable-Comanche Trail while enhancing capacity through collaborative 
partnerships with multiple organizations. The project will include mitigating major trenching in the first miles of Venable 
and Comanche Trails while installing and repairing water bars and reconstructing eroded switchbacks, drains, trail 
delineation, and some tree removal. 

M15-NE 2025 Canyon Lakes Ranger 
District Trail Crew 

USFS Canyon Lakes Ranger 
District 

$93,559.40 $1,832,572.09 

The Canyon Lakes Ranger District requests funding for 3 seasonal employees to maintain 335 miles of non-motorized 
trails, support partners, and implement fire recovery projects. The crew will oversee (2) 10-person Conservation Corps 
crews who will perform operations and maintenance, post-fire stabilization, and short reroutes on several trails. They will 
also provide oversight and cooperative support of partners on the Lady Moon Meadow Loop Accessible Trail Project, the 
Emmaline Lake Bridges Reconstruction Project, and the Hewlett Gulch Reroute. 

M18-NE Gill Trail Restoration-Pilot Project Cutthroat Chapter of Trout 
Unlimited 

$150,000.00 $275,088.00 

The proposed project will perform social trail closures, reroutes, and implement visitor management tools 
(signage/fencing) to minimize erosion and improve safety along the Gill Trail. This pilot project goal is to construct and 
evaluate the most successful visitor management and soil stabilization techniques. The project area starts at the existing 
map and information panel, extends 0.53 miles south and includes all lands bounded by the Gill Trail and the western 
shore of the South Platte River.  

M19-SE San Isabel Nat’l Forest Trail 
Maintenance 

Pike and San Isabel National 
Forests 

$149,668.80 $208,263.88 
 

The Pike and San Isabel National Forests are combining efforts across all three Districts to use this maintenance grant to 
address deferred maintenance on non-motorized trails. The project will focus on routine maintenance and log out of 631 
miles of non-motorized trails and larger maintenance projects across Leadville, Salida, and San Carlos Ranger Districts. 
Various work across regions will include post fire rehabilitation, bridge repair and removal, trail rehabilitation and 
improvements, and turnpike installation. 

M20-NE/NW Partnership for Stewardship 2025 Wildlands Restoration 
Volunteers 

$158,954.88 $342,578.30 

In phase 2, Wildlands Restoration Volunteers will reroute two sections of unsustainable trail to make the connector more 
accessible and sustainable along the Crooked Trout Trail Connector. The reroute includes trail closures and restoration, 
and the construction of one 20-foot bridge. WRV will carry out Wilderness Trail clearing and bridge maintenance. Phase 2 
also includes the Button Rock trail reroutes, which consists of the construction of rerouted trail to replace 1,000 feet of 
dangerous access trail around Ralph Price Reservoir and revegetation of the old, failing trail.  
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2025 Non-Motorized Trails and LWCF Grant Summaries 

 

TRAIL STEWARDSHIP APPLICATIONS 
Project 

Number/Region 
Project Name Project Sponsor Amount 

Requested 
Total Cost 

TS1-NW Countywide Trail Maintenance 
Crew 2025 

Headwaters Trails Alliance $89,040.00 $365,760.00 

Headwaters Trails Alliance is a collaborative partner of all recreational land managers in Grand County and seeks support 
to continue hiring a 4-6 person trail crew to maintain 450 trail miles. Stewardship includes, but is not limited to, assessing 
and addressing issues (deadfall and drainage), trail planning, drainage clearing and repair, and vegetation management. 

TS2-NE Trail Stewardship Through 
Community Involvement 

Mosquito Range Heritage 
Initiative  

$75,000.00 $106,899.00 

MRHI will host a 4-person seasonal non-motorized trail crew to perform routine and backlogged work. Staff will conduct 
planning with SPRD to prioritize stewardship work on a specific list of trails. Field work is anticipated May-October. 
Problems to be addressed include braiding, downfall, entrenchment, poor signage, and drainage. Four larger projects are 
also identified and community volunteers would be engaged when possible. 
 
TS3-NW RFMBA Seasonal Trail Crew-2025 Roaring Fork Mountain Bike 

Association 
$55,000.00 $187,940.00 

RFMBA is applying for funding to support the 8th year of our Seasonal Trail Crew Program. This program is focused on 
maintenance of trails on public lands in the Roaring Fork Valley region of Colorado. RFMBA’s work plan includes a crew of 
5-7 members, orientation and training of crew members and establishing a Program of Work to outline targeted tasks. 

TS4-NW Mesa County Trail Sustainability Mesa County Public Health $123,685.30 $207,493.30 

Mesa County Public Health is submitting this grant application for funding that will support the salary expenses associated 
with our year-round 5 person non-motorized trail crew. Efforts will focus on persistent resource degradation from user 
and environmental created conditions and concentrate on closing social trails in Grand Valley. This work will focus on 
beginner trails to lessen the barrier to entry in local outdoor recreation. 

TS5-SW Toivo Malm Trail Maintenance San Luis Valley Great Outdoors $66,534.46 $173,170.27 

The Toivo Malm Trail is a prized birding area and was initially constructed by the generosity of Linda Malm, to honor her 
father's life. The GOATs will work in 2025 to mitigate future yearly maintenance by laying 2 miles of crusher fine to ensure 
the trail is accessible year round. 

TS6-NE Trail Conservation Services-2025 Colorado Mountain Bike 
Association 

$150,000.00 $203,411.00 

Trail Stewardship crew of 5-7 full-time seasonal workers focused on addressing the substantial backlog of maintenance on 
natural surface trails, primarily in the recreation areas of the national forests that serve residents of and visitors to the 
central Front Range. 

TS7-SW 2025 Crested Butte Conservation 
Corps 

Crested Butte Mountain Bike 
Association 

$75,000.00 $305,785.00 

The 2025 Crested Butte Conservation Corps (CBCC) will assist land managers, stakeholders, municipalities, and open space 
partners in the stewardship and maintenance of trails and sustainable recreation in the north end of the Gunnison Valley. 
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2025 Non-Motorized Trails and LWCF Grant Summaries 

 

TRAIL 
STEWARDSHIP 

CONTINUED 

Project Name Project Sponsor Amount 
Requested 

Total Cost 

TS8-NE Blob Rock Climbing Access Trail, 
Phase 2 

Boulder Climbing Community $64,353.10 $125,360.10 

The Boulder Climbing Community will work in partnership with the USFS Boulder Rangers District to restore the trail to 
Main Blob and establish and repair .3 miles of trail with 400 feet of gain. The project would connect the Main Blob and 
East Blob climbing areas with a more stable and lower-graded trail. 

TS9-NW VVMTA Trail Conservation Crew Vail Valley Mountain Trails 
Alliance (VVMTA) 

$73,521.00 $123,474.60 

 The VVMTA is applying for funding to support six weeks of stewardship and maintenance projects to be completed by our 
Trail Conservation Crew on BLM and USFS trails. For four years, VVMTA has employed a 6-8 person Trail Conservation 
Crew. 

TS10-NW Flat Tops Wilderness Trail Crew USFS Blanco Ranger District $36,797.10 $59,511.10 

The USFS Blanco Ranger Districts requests funds for 3 trail crew members of the 4-person Flat Tops Wilderness Trail Crew 
to perform annual maintenance tasks on over 200 miles of a 300-mile non-motorized trail system. 

TS11-SW GFO Trail Stewardship Crew BLM Gunnison Field Office $75,000.00 $121,807.00 

We are seeking funding to support a non-motorized trail stewardship crew of 4 to perform needed trail maintenance on 
our non-motorized trail system, with a focus on Wilderness trails. Maintenance objectives will range from corridor clearing 
to redefining tread on overgrown trails. The crew will use the trail maintenance database to prioritize projects by 
addressing critical issues. 

TS12-NW RCR-HPBE Trail Crew 2025 Routt County Riders $55,985.00 $283,908.00 

This grant request will allow RCR to hire a 2-person addition to the USFS-HPBE Non-Motorized Trail Crew to conduct 
maintenance of almost 400 miles of trails across the HPBE (and BLM-Little Snake Field Office). The crew ill identify 
significant projects and also complete heavy maintenance projects that have been identified and planned for in advance.  

TS13-SW Wilder Bunch Stewardship Crew-
2025 

The Nature Connection $75,000.00 $144,975.00 

This funding will support the Wilder Bunch, a high school trail crew that maintains trails and bike parks near schools. This 
work makes it possible for the Nature Connection to offer school and family programs for the rural, low-income 
communities of Delta County and beyond. 

TS15-SW Gunnison Trails’ 2025 Trail Crew Gunnison Trails $25,000.00 $41,989.00 

Gunnison Trails seeks support for our 2025 4-person trail crew. Our crew works from April-October maintaining 25 miles 
of popular Gunnison-area trails and educating the public on proper trail-based behavior and seasonal closures during the 
busy spring months. Gunnison Trails maintains 22.1 miles of the Colorado Trail located outside Lake City and assists the 
BLM in cheatgrass inventory and treatment. This would support all of Gunnison Trails non-motorized work for 2025. 

TS16-NE Clear Creek County Trail 
Maintenance 

Clear Creek County $75,000.00 $189,252.80 

Request is for a grant to help with maintenance of the County's heavily used lengthy, non-motorized, multi-use Trail 
System. The County would hire a 4 person team for the maintenance and repair of recreational infrastructure. Work would 
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include rebuilding 100+ year old retaining walls, removing obstacles and vegetation, addressing erosion, repairing bridges, 
etc.  
PLANNING AND SUPPORT APPLICATIONS 

Project 
Number/Region 

Project Name Project Sponsor Amount 
Requested 

Total Cost 

P1-NE William F. Hayden Park Master 
Plan 

City of Lakewood $45,000.00 $195,000.00 

This request support the creation of a Master Plan for William F. Hayden Park/ Green Mountain. The Master Plan will 
help reduce user conflicts, increase protection of natural resources, and promote environmental stewardship. CPW funds 
will contribute to a comprehensive planning process including baseline data and stakeholder input. 

P2-NE Poudre River Trail Realignment & 
Trailhead Design 

City of Greeley $45,000.00 $125,000.00 

This project includes design, engineering and construction plans for rerouting 600 linear feet of the existing Poudre River 
Trail due to river migration impacts and include the development of a new trailhead at N. 59th Avenue. Amenities at the 
trailhead may include 20-30 parking spaces, an information kiosk, vault toilet, bike parking, benches, shade structures 
with tables, landscaping and trail connections to nearby regional trails. 

P3-NW Silt’s Mountain Bike Trail 
Connection 

Town of Silt $45,000.00 $60,000.00 

Silt will work with the community and stakeholders to develop a Mountain Bike Master Plan (Master Plan) connecting Silt 
to mountain bike trails in and around the City of Rifle and the Town of New Castle. Creation of the Master Plan will have 
three phases. Phase 1 runs from the community to Hogback Mountains. Phase II will explore an interconnect trail to New 
Castle’s Fire in the Mountain’s Trails. Phase III will include conceptual planning of an interconnect trail to the Rifle Grand 
Hogback Trail.  

P4-SW Sawtooth and Naturita Flattops 
Trails Proposal 

West End Economic 
Development Corp. 

$45,000.00 $61,500.00 

This large trails project was first started in 2019 with a CPW Planning Grant (19TK-Pioneers Redefined- West End Trails 
Master Plan). It has since developed into a trails proposal which was submitted to the BLM-UFO in 2022. An Addendum to 
that proposal was submitted in 2024 which altered the original document. With the BLM-UFO now ready to review this 
project, West End Economic Development Corp. is in need of funding to complete NEPA required studies and trail design 
work, including anticipated costs of new cultural, wildlife and plant studies required for the Assessment. 

P7-NE Sunset West Trail Connection Town of Erie $45,000.00 $56,250.00 

This Town of Erie planning project (Phase 2 of the Erie Singletracks Project) will design a trail connecting the 10-foot-
wide, ADA trail from Phase 1 to the Coal Creek Regional Trail system. The process will include data collection, trail 
network development, and an alternative analysis to ensure alignment options meet community needs while preserving 
the natural landscape. Project design will feature an ADA-accessible concrete trail, split rail fencing, and native 
landscaping to deter the creation of social trails along switchbacks.  

P8-SE Forest Lakes-USFS715 NEPA 
Planning Process 

Medicine Wheel Trail 
Advocates 

$45,000.00 $60,000.00 

Medicine Wheel Trail Advocates (MedWheel) requests funds for a consultant-led environmental & cultural analysis for 
NEPA. The new connector would link El Paso County regional trail system with the 6-miles USFS Trail 715 and the many 
miles of trails on the USFS’s Monument Fire Center. The new trail would be approximately 1 mile, 30% of which would 
follow an existing, historic double track. The NEPA study would survey a 30-meter corridor along each alignment, a total of 
1.5 miles, providing options in case of an unsuitable finding. The study would survey for the Preble’s Meadow Jumping 
Mouse and Bighorn Sheep, which are critical species in the region. 
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PLAN/SUPPORT 

CONTINUED 
Project Name Project Sponsor Amount 

Requested 
Total Cost 

P9-NW/SW Grand Mesa Nordic Council Trail 
Expansion Planning 

Grand Mesa Nordic Council $23,088.00 $30,784.00 

The purpose of this project is to design, plan and map new trails to increase the capacity of the Grand Mesa Nordic 
Council’s network of trails and reduce the density of users by allowing visitors to spread out on the trails. The planning 
process supported by this grant will allow the Grand Mesa Nordic Council to design, plan, and map trails that can provide 
looped routes. This process will involve NEPA work and other assessments required to gain USFS approval of the new 
trails.  
P10-SE Mineral Belt Trail Extension-

Leadville Junction 
Lake County $45,000.00 $56,325.55 

Lake County is planning the design of an extension to the Mineral Belt Trails. This trail will connect the 11.6-mile Mineral 
Belt Trail with Turquoise Lake Recreation Area, running alongside a busy section of County Roads 4 and 9, improving 
connectivity. Three non-continuous portions of the proposed trail exist, but several gaps in the design and construction 
need attention to create a smooth, connective asset that serves the community.  
S1-Statewide Increase Volunteerism Along the 

CDT 
Continental Divide Trail 
Coalition 

$45,000.00 $79,213.00 

CPW’s funding will increase Continental Divide Trail Coalition’s (CDTC) work to increase volunteer capacity through 
volunteer engagement events and recruitment, volunteer trainings, and educating future trail stewards about respectful 
trail use and responsible wildlife interactions. CDTC is embarking on a multi Great American Outdoors Act project that 
includes 25 Colorado trail stewardship projects, as well as new trail design and planning initiatives. 

S3-NW Western Slope Volunteer Trail 
Stewardship Capacity Building 

Volunteers for Outdoor 
Colorado 

$45,000.00 $120,986.00 

Volunteers for Outdoor Colorado (VOC) seeks support to build on and expand a “hub” approach to outdoor stewardship 
with the goal of growing volunteer capacity on the Western Slope. VOC will build on this hub model and conduct a 
feasibility study for implementing a fully staffed Partnership Office in Grand Junction. The study will include an 
assessment related to land manager needs, partnership and fundraising opportunities, and public volunteer and 
volunteer leadership interest/outreach.  
S4-NE Mobilize Volunteer Trail Work in 

Jeffco & Beyond 
Trail Runner Volunteers $3,200.00 $4,000.00 

The grant will be used to grow the TRV volunteer trail maintenance organization by helping it procure an independent tool 
cache, including storage and maintenance equipment. The initial project phase will include procuring tools, tool storage, 
and tool maintenance equipment to service a full volunteer crew for a typical event size of 10-15 volunteers. TRV crew 
leaders will begin planning its 2025 event series in coordination with Jefferson County Open Space, other land manager, 
and partnering organizations.  
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LAND AND WATER CONSERVATION FUND APPLICATIONS   
Project 
Number/Region 

Project Name Project Sponsor  Amount 
Requested 

Total Cost 

LWCF2025-05-SE-A12 Eads Outdoor Recreation Facility 
Redevelopment 

Town of Eads $1,250,000.00 $2,788,056.00 

Redevelopment of Eads swimming pool complex. 

LWCF2025-06-SW-
A15 

Pagosa Springs East Gateway 
River Park Acquisition, Phase 1 
(of 3) 

Town of Pagosa 
Springs 

$462,098.00 $947,315.00 

Acquisition of 4.315-acre East Gateway River Park property and phase 1 development including site preparation and 
installation of boat ramp, parking, and landscaping. 

LWCF2025-09-SE-A11 Colorado City Greenhorn 
Meadows Park Redevelopment, 
Phase 3 (of 3) 

Colorado City 
Metro District 

$1,100,000.00 $2,200,000.00 

Phase 3 redevelopment of Greenhorn Meadows Park, including construction of multi-use field, asphalt running track, 
artificial turf, scoreboard, lighting, and landscaping. 

LWCF2025-13-NE-A05 Adams County 14 School District 
Outdoor Recreation Facility 
Redevelopment 

Adams County 
14 School 
District 

$854,755.00 $1,709,510.00 

Redevelopment of Alsup Elementary School sports facility, including a 6-field synthetic soccer complex with lighting, 
fencing and landscaping. 

LWCF2025-17-SE-A11 Pueblo Eagleridge Park 
Development, Phase 1 (of 2) 

City of Pueblo $430,000.00 $860,000.00 

Phase 1 development of Eagleridge Park including site work, irrigation, seeding, a large grassy area, playground 
equipment, pickle ball court, and dog park. 

LWCF2025-18-SE-A12 McClave School District Outdoor 
Recreation Facility Development 

McClave School 
District 

$425,000.00 $899,905.00 

Development of McClave School District baseball field, including site preparation, dugouts, press box, seating and 
lighting. 

LWCF2025-21-NE-A04 Greeley Shur View Trailhead 
Construction, Phase 1 (of 5) 

City of Greeley $518,660.40 $1,037,320.80 

Phase 1 construction of new Shur View trailhead, including site preparation, shade shelter with picnic tables, council 
ring, kiosk with signage, walking and biking paths, and landscaping. 

LWCF2025-22-NE-A05 Northglenn Odell Barry Park 
Redevelopment 

City of 
Northglenn 

$1,250,000.00 $4,214,569.00 

Development of Odell Barry Park, including trails, nature-based play areas, landscaping, and educational elements. 
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LWCF CONTINUED 
 

Project Name Project Sponsor Amount 
Requested 

Total Cost  

LWCF2025-24-SE-A14 El Paso County Fox Run Canopy 
Walk Development 

El Paso County $1,250,000.00 $3,000,000.00 

Development within Fox Run Regional Park, including construction of an observation tower and elevated canopy walk, 
or trails and site reclamation. 

LWCF2025-25-NW-
A10 

Steamboat Springs Slate Creek 
Property Acquisition 

City of 
Steamboat 
Springs 

$1,250,000.00 $5,636,250.00 

Acquisition of 187-acre Slate Creek property. 

LWCF2025-26-SE-A13 Canon City Outdoor Recreation 
Facility Redevelopment 

City of Canon 
City 

$1,250,000.00 $24,801,785.00 

Redevelopment of R.C. Icabone swimming pool complex. 

LWCF2025-27-NE-A05 Thornton Big Dry Creek Open 
Space Trailhead Construction 

City of Thornton $1,156,400.00 $2,312,800.00 

Construction of Big Dry Creek Open Space trailhead, including site preparation, entrance road improvements, parking 
lot, shade shelter with picnic tables, concrete and soft surface trails, pedestrian bridge, nature play area, portolet, site 
furnishings, signage, and lighting. 

LWCF2025-28-NW-
A08 

Carbondale Chacos Park 
Redevelopment 

Town of 
Carbondale 

$1,024,718.25 $2,049,436.50 

Redevelopment of Chacos Park, including site preparation, accessible circulation, lighting, raised multi-functional 
platform and shade structure, fencing, landscaping, seating and tables, bike racks, and water play feature. 
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Northeast Regional Office

6060 Broadway

Denver, CO 80216

P 303.291.7227

December 9, 2024

MEMORANDUM

To: State Trails Program

From: Mark Leslie, Northeast Regional Manager

Subject: Wildlife Impacts Review, 2025 Non-Motorized Trail Grant Cycle

There are a total of twenty-seven (27) non-motorized grant applications that fall within the Northeast 

Region requesting funding from the State Trails Program for the 2025 grant cycle. These applications 

were distributed to CPW Area Field Staff (Area Wildlife Managers, District Wildlife Managers) for review 

and comment. In addition, the comments were reviewed by Northeast Region Staff including Regional 

Manager Mark Leslie, Deputy Regional Manager Shannon Schaller, Regional Trails Coordinator Luke 

Svare, and Regional Land Use Coordinator Lexi Hamous-Miller. 

CPW’s mission is to perpetuate the wildlife resources of the state, to provide a quality state parks 

system, and to provide enjoyable and sustainable outdoor recreation opportunities that educate and 

inspire current and future generations to serve as active stewards of Colorado’s natural resources. CPW 

has a statutory responsibility to manage all wildlife species in Colorado and to promote a variety of 

recreational opportunities throughout Colorado. One way we achieve this goal is by reviewing and 

responding to trail grant requests. CPW is familiar with the project areas and offers the following 

comments for consideration in the decision-making process.

Virginia Canyon Mountain Park Ph. 4 - Construction

● In 2021, CPW provided funding to the City of Idaho Springs for phase 1 of VCMP and

recommended implementing a seasonal closure to protect bighorn sheep as part of the grant

application process. However, during the review of the current application, CPW has not

observed any evidence that a seasonal closure has been implemented, advertised, or enforced

at Virginia Canyon. The lack of enforcement of this closure, as recommended by CPW, could

have significant population-level effects on local bighorn sheep herds. CPW strongly advises the

City of Idaho Springs to establish and enforce a minimum winter closure from December 1 to

March 31 before being considered for any additional grant funding.

Sunset Area Trails Ph. 1 - Construction

● Staff advise the applicant to consult CPW's Fencing with Wildlife in Mind brochure when

building barriers to protect vulnerable plants and animals.

Chimney Hollow Open Space Trail - Construction

● Staff recommends installing bear-resistant trash cans and cleaning equipment to prevent the

spreading of noxious weeds.

Jeff Davis, Director, Colorado Parks and Wildlife 

Parks and Wildlife Commission: Dallas May, Chair ∙ Richard Reading, Vice-Chair ∙ Karen Bailey, Secretary ∙ Jessica Beaulieu  

Marie Haskett ∙ Tai Jacober ∙ Jack Murphy ∙ Gabriel Otero ∙ Murphy Robinson ∙ James Jay Tutchton ∙ Eden Vardy23



Thornton Big Dry Creek Open Space - Land and Water Conservation Fund

● This area offers critical wildlife habitat, including a thriving prairie dog colony. The riparian

zone along Big Dry Creek supports waterfowl and shorebirds while also serving as a hunting

ground for nearby nesting bald eagles. Additionally, Big Dry Creek is designated as Aquatic

Native Species Conservation waters. Staff recommends implementing best management

practices to prevent any fill material from entering the creek.

Partnership for Stewardship - Maintenance

● Crooked Trout - Staff appreciates WRV incorporating feedback on the alignment of the Crooked

Trout reroute to minimize disturbance to the bighorn sheep population.

Sunset West Trail Connection - Planning

● There is an active RTHA nest within the trail corridor planning area. Area staff recommends

following current raptor buffer guidelines.

The following applications were found to have no significant wildlife impact:

● Conifer High School Campus Trails - Construction

● Firefly Meadow Natural Area Trails - Construction

● Wild Bear Center Trails & Trailheads - Construction

● Riverdale Bluffs Open Space - Construction

● Greeley Shur View Trailhead Construction - Land and Water Conservation Fund

● Odell Barry Park - Land and Water Conservation Fund

● Adams County 14 School District Sports Facility Redevelopment - Land and Water Conservation

Fund

● Gill Trail Improvements - Maintenance

● Statewide 14er Maintenance - Maintenance

● Buchanan Park Trail Improvements - Maintenance

● Trail Wayfinding Signage - Maintenance

● Hewlett Gulch Trail Improvements - Maintenance

● Canyon Lakes Ranger District - Maintenance

● Poudre River Trail and TH Design - Planning

● Will Hayden Master Park Plan - Planning

● MRHI Trails Stewardship - Trail Stewardship

● Clear Creek County Maintenance - Trail Stewardship

● Blob Rock Climbing Access Trail - Trail Stewardship

● Trial Conservations Services (COMBA) - Trail Stewardship

● Trail Runners in JeffCo - Support

● Increase Volunteerism on CDT - Support

Jeff Davis, Director, Colorado Parks and Wildlife 

Parks and Wildlife Commission: Dallas May, Chair ∙ Richard Reading, Vice-Chair ∙ Karen Bailey, Secretary ∙ Jessica Beaulieu  

Marie Haskett ∙ Tai Jacober ∙ Jack Murphy ∙ Gabriel Otero ∙ Murphy Robinson ∙ James Jay Tutchton ∙ Eden Vardy

24



Northwest Regional Office 
711 Independent Avenue 
Grand Junction, Colorado 81505 
970.255.6100 

Jeff Davis, Director, Colorado Parks and Wildlife  
Parks and Wildlife Commission: Dallas May, Chair ∙ Richard Reading, Vice-Chair ∙ Karen Bailey, Secretary ∙ Jessica Beaulieu  

Marie Haskett ∙ Tai Jacober ∙ Jack Murphy ∙ Gabriel Otero ∙ Murphy Robinson ∙ James Jay Tutchton ∙ Eden Vardy 

MEMORANDUM 

To: State Trails Committee 

From:  Travis Black 
Northwest Region Manager 

Subject: 2025 Non-Motorized grant applications review and comments 

Date 12/2/2024 

District and Area Wildlife Managers and staff have reviewed and provided comments on the 
2025 non moto grants for applications proposing work and acquisitions in the Northwest Region.  
Below is a list by application name with a summary of our wildlife comments and concerns.  
Should more information be desired on any of our comments please do not hesitate to contact 
Randy Engle (randy.engle@state.co.us or 970 260 2379) as he has all the source data from the 
Area Managers.  We hope that the reviewers and staff find the enclosed information useful in 
evaluating and scoring the grant applications. 

Planning Grants 

P3 Silt’s Mtn. Bike Trail Construction Project 
The Northwest Region opposes this grant.  Trail development that may come from this planning 
grant will impact wildlife and hunting opportunities.  Further encroachment of trails into the 
planning area may have a deleterious impact on multiple populations including turkey, deer, elk, 
bear and mountain lions.  In addition this is currently a rare trail free area in Game Management 
Unit 33 and trails would negatively impact hunters seeking a solitude experience.   
P9 Grand Mesa Nordic Council Trail Planning 
The Northwest Region supports this grant.  It will have minimal impacts to wildlife.   

Support Grants 

S1 Statewide Volunteerism Increase on the CDT 
The Northwest Region has no concerns with this grant 

S3 Grand Junction Partnership Support VOC 
The Northwest Region is neutral on this grant.  We do support increased maintenance and 
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Jeff Davis, Director, Colorado Parks and Wildlife  
Parks and Wildlife Commission: Dallas May, Chair ∙ Richard Reading, Vice-Chair ∙ Karen Bailey, Secretary ∙ Jessica Beaulieu  

Marie Haskett ∙ Jack Murphy ∙ Gabriel Otero ∙ Duke Phillips, IV ∙ James Jay Tutchton ∙ Eden Vardy

leveraging volunteers. 

Maintenance Grants 

M1 Maroon Bells Maintenance 
The Northwest Region supports this grant. 

M3 Grizzly Creek Rebuild 
The Northwest Region supports this grant. 

M12 Statewide 14er Maintenance 
The Northwest Region is Neutral on this grant. 

Construction Grants 

C9 Fraser River Extension 
The Northwest Region is neutral on this grant.  The Area has been working with the applicant 
and we believe concerns were addressed and mitigated prior to grant application submission. 

C13 Partnership for Stewardship WRV 
The Northwest Region has no concerns with this grant. 

Trail Stewardship Grants 

TS1 Countywide Trail Crew HTA 
The Northwest Region supports this grant and appreciates past efforts made by the applicant to 
increase sustainability and contain users to planned existing trails. 

TS3 Roaring Fork Mtn. Bike Association Trail Crew 
The Northwest Region has concerns with this grant.  There is still a communication lag between 
the applicant and local CPW staff.  This lag has prevented adequate communication to determine 
which trails are appropriate for maintenance and when such work should occur. 

TS4 Mesa County Stewardship Crew 
The Northwest Region Supports this grant and asks that work done at higher elevations be 
completed before seasonal closures take effect.   

TS9 Vail Valley Trail Conservation Crew 
The Northwest Region has concerns with this grant.  Social trail closure and reclamation should 
be prioritized along with seasonal closure compliance enforcement. 

TS10 Blanco RD Stewardship Crews 
The Northwest Region supports this grant. 
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Parks and Wildlife Commission: Dallas May, Chair ∙ Richard Reading, Vice-Chair ∙ Karen Bailey, Secretary ∙ Jessica Beaulieu   
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TS12 Hahn’s Peak Bears Ears RD Trail Maintenance 
The Northwest Region supports this grant. 
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Southeast Regional Office  
4255 Sinton Road  
Colorado Springs, CO 80907 
 P 719.227.5200 

MEMORANDUM  

DATE: December 2, 2024 

TO: Fletcher Jacobs, State Trails Program  

FROM: Frank McGee, Southeast Regional Manager  

Subject: Wildlife Impact Review, 2025 Non-Motorized Trail Grant Cycle 

There are a total of thirteen (13) non-motorized grant applications within the Southeast 
Region requesting funding from the State Trails Program for the 2025 grant cycle process. The 
applications by category include: two (2) planning, two (2) construction, three (3) 
maintenance, and six (6) Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) applications. There are 
an additional two (2) statewide non-motorized grant applications. All applications were 
distributed to Colorado Parks and Wildlife SE Area Field Staff (Area Wildlife Managers, District 
Wildlife Managers, and Biologists) for review. Comments were reviewed by Southeast Region 
Manager Frank McGee, Deputy Region Manager Mitch Martin, and compiled by SE Regional 
Trails Coordinator Tappan Brown. Below is a list by application type and name with a 
summary of comments and concerns. 

Southeast Non-Motorized Planning Grant Applications 

● Forest Lakes Trail Planning

○ No significant wildlife concerns were identified.

● Mineral Belt Trail Extension
○ No significant wildlife concerns were identified.

Southeast Non-Motorized Construction Grant Applications 

● Austin Bluffs Open Space
○ Request for utilization of bearproof trash containers.

● Twin Lakes Village CDT Connector Trail
○ No significant wildlife concerns were identified.
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Southeast Regional Office  
4255 Sinton Road  
Colorado Springs, CO 80907 
 P 719.227.5200 

Southeast Non-Motorized Maintenance Grant Applications 

● San Isabel National Forest Crew 
○ No significant wildlife concerns were identified. 

● Burmac Trailhead Transformation 
○ No significant wildlife concerns were identified. 

● Venable_Comanche Trail  
○ No significant wildlife concerns were identified. 

 
Southeast Non-Motorized LWCF Grant Applications 

● Mcclave Baseball Field Development 
○ No significant wildlife concerns were identified 

● Eads Community Pool 
○ No significant wildlife concerns were identified. 

● Fox Run Canopy Walk 
○ No significant wildlife concerns were identified. 

● Greenhorn Meadows Park 
○ No significant wildlife concerns were identified. 

● Icabone Pool  
○ No significant wildlife concerns were identified. 

● Pueblo Eagleridge Park 
○ No significant wildlife concerns were identified. 

 
 
 
 
Statewide Non-Motorized Grant Applications 

● CDTC Colorado Regional Representative Support  
○ No comments received. 

● CFI Trail Maintenance  
○ No comments received.  
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Southwest Region Office 
415 Turner Drive 
Durango, CO 81301 
P 970.375.6702  |  F 970.375.6705 

Jeff Davis, Director, Colorado Parks and Wildlife  
Parks and Wildlife Commission: Dallas May, Chair ∙ Richard Reading, Vice-Chair ∙ Karen Bailey, Secretary ∙ Jessica Beaulieu  

Marie Haskett ∙ Tai Jacober ∙ Jack Murphy ∙ Gabriel Otero ∙ Murphy Robinson ∙ James Jay Tutchton ∙ Eden Vardy

December 5th, 2024 

MEMORANDUM 
To: State Trails Program and Committees 
From: Cory Chick, Southwest Regional Manager 
Subject: Wildlife Impacts Review, 2024 Non-Motorized Grant Cycle 

There is one (1) Land Water Conservation Fund application and twelve (12) non-
motorized grant applications within the Southwest Region requesting funding from the 
State Trails Program for the 2024-2025 process. These applications were sent to the CPW 
Area Field Staff (Area Wildlife Managers, District Wildlife Managers, and Biologists) for 
review and comment. In addition, the comments were reviewed and discussed by SW 
Region Staff including Regional Manager Cory Chick, Deputy Regional Manager Matt 
Thorpe, Regional Land Use Coordinator Peter Foote, and Regional Trails Coordinator Josh 
Stoudt. 

Wildlife Comments 

LWCF2025-06, Town of Pagosa Springs, East Gateway River Park Acquisition/Park 
Development: CPW had the opportunity to review this application during the Great 
Outdoors Colorado (GOCO) application process that Pagosa Springs submitted an 
application to for the East Gateway River Park Project. Staying consistent with the wildlife 
comments provided to GOCO, CPW has provided the same input to this portion of the 
Pagosa Springs project which is as followed:  

CPW recommends the following be considered early on for this project: 
● Project area overlaps with U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service mapped critical habitat of

the endangered Pagosa Skyrocket plant. Surveys for Pagosa Skyrocket should be
conducted before any construction activities/site disturbances occur.

● Car bodies are exposed in the streambank the length of the property, including in
the location of the proposed boat ramp. These are known safety hazards and have
limited impacts on bank erosion during high runoff events. CPW recommends
modern streambank stabilization designs be incorporated into the overall project
that would remove this hazard and benefit the riparian and riverine habitats by
reducing erosion and sedimentation.

● Recommend applicant plan to have education signage addressing Aquatic
Nuisance Species (https://cpw.state.co.us/aquatic-nuisance-
species#4257225834-1352162640) to assist with control/spread of invasive
species. Also recommend that the applicant have adequate signage to educate the
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Jeff Davis, Director, Colorado Parks and Wildlife  

Parks and Wildlife Commission: Dallas May, Chair ∙ Richard Reading, Vice-Chair ∙ Karen Bailey, Secretary ∙ Jessica Beaulieu  
Marie Haskett ∙ Tai Jacober ∙ Jack Murphy ∙ Gabriel Otero ∙ Murphy Robinson ∙ James Jay Tutchton ∙ Eden Vardy

public on boating and water safety requirements 
(https://cpw.state.co.us/activities/safety). 

TS5, San Luis Valley Great Outdoors, Toivo Malm Trail Maintenance: Field staff has reviewed the 

proposed work to be completed on the Highline Trail. CPW agrees that this work is needed to 

improve the currently degraded condition of the trail and increase user safety. Game Management 

Unit (GMU) 76 is a high-quality hunting area that is a difficult license to draw, requiring multiple 

years to be qualified to apply. This results in these high-quality hunt units becoming a once-in-a-

decade or once-in-a-lifetime hunt for some of these successful applicants.  Staff recommends that 

maintenance crews make every effort to complete work in GMU 76 prior to the start of the fall 

archery season in September.  

Additional Applications: CPW has reviewed the following applications but did not find any 

wildlife conflicts associated with these proposals. 

M9, Pagosa Ranger District, Project Raghorn 2025: Maintaining Pagosa Ranger District’s Trail 

Access 

M12, Colorado Fourteeners Initiative, Statewide 14ers Maintenance Program (25-26) 

M14, Rocky Mountain Field Institute, Venable-Comanche Trail Maintenance 

TS7, Crested Butte Mountain Bike Association, 2025 Crested Butte Conservation Corps 

TS11, Gunnison BLM Field Office, 2025 GFO Non-Motorized Trail Crew 

TS13, The Nature Connection/Delta County, Wilder Bunch Stewardship Crew  

TS15, Gunnison Trails, Gunnison Trails 2025 Trail Crew 

P4, West End Economic Development Corp., Sawtooth and Naturita Flattops Trails Proposal 

C16, Delta County, Miners Trail 

P9, Grand Mesa Nordic Council, Grand Mesa Nordic Council Trail Expansion Planning 

S1, Continental Divide Trail Coalition, Increase Volunteerism Along the CDT 
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