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Lesser Prairie-Chickens & 
the Sand Sagebrush Ecoregion





Sand Sagebrush Ecoregion: 1863-2023
 Market Hunting: 1800s

 Plow and Cow: 1863-1934

 Dust Bowl: 1935-1938

 Extirpation: 1940

 Sand Sagebrush Sanctuary

 Recovery: 1940-1985

 Center Pivot Irrigation: 1980s

 Oil & Gas: 1970s-1980s

 ’06-’07 Blizzard

 Severe Drought: 2011-2013



Current Status

 2023 Threatened Listing

 2024 Surveys

o 1,225 Survey Points

o 89 Males in CO 

• 16 Leks

• 59 in SS Ecoregion

o 200 Males in SS (KS/CO)



Current Challenges: CRP
(Conservation Reserve Program)



Current Challenges: Energy Development



Sand Sagebrush Generational 
Grasslands Stronghold



Hope, Plans, & Actions

Partners In SSGGS

 USDA: NRCS/FSA

 The Nature Conservancy

 Pheasants Forever

 Southern Plains Land Trust

 Kansas Wildlife Parks & Tourism

 Mitigation Bankers



Landowner Outreach & Relationships



Grassland Preservation
& Enhancement

 Fee Title Acquisition

 Conservation Easements

 Stocking Rate Adjustments

 Grazing Deferment 



Grassland Restoration



1 acre Impacted

1 acre Preservation 1 acre Restoration

Mitigation Explained
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