
 1 concrete/gravel boat ramp. 
Boating allowed with electric 
motors only. 

 Restrooms available  

 Picnic Shelters 

 Excellent bird-watching oppor-
tunities. 

 Aquatic habitat structures (fish 
attractors) installed near dam. 

 

 

 

 

 

Regulations 

 NO ATV’s or OHV’s allowed 
on the wildlife area. 

 No Camping or fires 

 Seasonal closures for water- 
fowl hunting season.  No ac-
cess: Oct. 1 - Feb. 28 annually. 

 Restrictions on bait fish have 
been changed.  Anglers can now 
bring in baitfish from the 6 
county exempted area.  See 
page 6 of the fishing regulations 
brochure for specific details.    

  

   Black Bullhead 

 Can be found throughout the 
lake.  Easily caught on any 
type of scented bait.  

 Most of these fish are in the 
7” - 8” range.  Due to over-
abundance, anglers are asked 
to harvest as many of these 
fish as possible. No limits 
apply. Please do not return 
any bullheads to the water.   

        Panfish (Crappie, Bluegill) 

 Prefer areas with submerged 
structure, aquatic vegetation, 
or near schooling bait fish. 

 Best months are Apr - June  

 Effective tackle includes live 
bait rigs (minnow and worm), 
small jigs (< 2”, 1/8 oz.), 
small spinners, and dry flies.   

                Channel Catfish 

 Variable depths, shallow dur-
ing June/July spawning.  
Good night fishing.     

 Best months are May–Oct. 

 Effective baits include: 
worms, minnows, shrimp, 
crawdads, cut bait, dough 
bait, or livers. 

 

2019 

Black Crappie   1.3” 

Bluegill   1.3” 

Channel Catfish  6.8” 

Largemouth Bass  0.2” 

Largemouth Bass  1.3” 

Rainbow Trout                       10” 

Saugeye   1.2” 

Wiper    1.3” 

 

 

 

2018 

Black Crappie   1.3” 

Bluegill   2.0” 

Bluegill   0.9” 

Channel Catfish  22.3” 

Channel Catfish  7.7” 

Largemouth Bass   1.4” 

Rainbow Trout  10.0” 

Saugeye   1.3” 

 

 

General Information: Turks Pond is a small lake located at the Turks Pond SWA in extreme SE CO.  
Turks Pond is one of very few fishing locations in the area.  As such, it is highly valued by area residents.  
Turks Pond is very popular for its excellent catfish and crappie fisheries, but other species such as wiper, 
largemouth bass, bluegill, saugeye, bullhead, and trout (seasonal) are also available. 

Location: Baca County. Travel south of Two Buttes, CO on Co. Rd. 39, 5 miles (south of 116) to property. 

Size: 55 surface acres (var iable); pond supplied by well water from wildlife area.  Average Depth: 5 - 6 
ft.     

Management: Colorado Parks and Wildlife  

Turks Pond 
 

FISH SURVEY AND MANAGEMENT INFORMATION 
Jim Ramsay - Aquatic Biologist, Lamar Service Center 

 2500 S. Main St. Lamar CO 81052  (719)336-6607  
email: jim.ramsay@state.co.us 

 

     Previous Stocking     Amenities and General Info.      Sportfishing Notes 

mailto:jim.ramsay@state.co.us


Turks Pond 

2019 LAKE SURVEY DATA 
Trap Netting  

Jim Ramsay - Aquatic Biologist 
Lamar Service Center 

 

   LENGTH FREQUENCY TABLE  

   

 B. CRAPPIE                                        5    36   89   3                                                                                                      133 

 B. BULLHEAD   1           7           14    9           8                                                                                                             39 

 BLUEGILL          1    3     4           1                                                                                                                                  9 

 C. CATFISH                    1                              2                                     1                                                                        4 

 G. SHAD                  1    1           3     40   14   6                                                                                                             65                       

 LM BASS                                                                                                1                                                                       1                                                                                

 SAUGEYE                                                                                       1     1           1                                                           3                                    

 WIPER                                                                                                                                                                            0 

 R. TROUT                                                2     1    1                                                                                                        4 

 T. MUSKY                                                                                                                                                                       0                               

CENTIMETERS   10   13    15    18    20   23    25   28    30    33   35    38   40    43    45   48    50    53   55    58    60   63    65    68 

 INCHES              4     5     6      7     8     9     10   11   12   13   14   15    16   17   18    19   20   21   22   23   24    25   26   27     T 

RELATIVE WEIGHT TABLE  

 B. BULLHEAD       92.6         106.9         80.1        75.5          78.6         85.4          72.8        81.3          63.8        78.0         98.4              83.0         

 B. CRAPPIE           98.4        117.9        105.1     124.0         136.9        113.5        112.8      106.6       109.4         97.7        100.7            111.2           

 BLUEGILL             122.1       134.1        114.6      109.3        113.9         90.7        - - -         114.0         99.8        99.5        114.0            111.2          

 C. CATFISH           88.3         98.0          90.3        92.7         109.1       118.0          87.4        92.0         87.2        90.1         97.2              95.5            

 SAUGEYE             112.6        99.6         101.3       132.7         - - -          - - -          - - -         94.3          81.0        88.1       105.1            101.8          

 WIPER                   97.9        79.2          58.8        - - -            - - -          - - -          - - -        - - -           - - -         92.7         - - -              82.2        

    SPECIES             09             10            11             12            13            14             15            16             17           18             19         11 YR. AVG.           

                   PERCENT RELATIVE ABUNDANCE 

B. 
Bullhead, 

15.1%

B. 
Crappie, 

51.4%

Bluegill, 
3.5%

C. Catfish, 
1.9%G. Shad, 

25.1%

LM Bass, 
0.4%

R.Trout, 
1.5%

Saugeye, 
1.2%

                              Turks Pond Channel Catfish 



Turks Pond 

2020 FISHING FORECAST  
Jim Ramsay - Aquatic Biologist 

Lamar Service Center 
 

 

         Black Bullhead 
After numerous years of overpopulation, bullhead numbers appear to be under 
control at Turks.  While it is impossible to totally eliminate these fish from the 
population, a low density of bullheads can add some variety to the fishery.  Bull-
heads can provide fast action, and can be fun to catch, especially for kids. Man-
agement strategies employed in recent years will continue in 2020.  Trap nets 
will be set, electrofishing operations will be conducted, and anglers will be 
asked to voluntarily keep all bullheads caught or refrain from releasing any bull-
heads back into the water.  Some predatory species (tiger musky and wiper) 
have been stocked in recent years.  Future stocking of these species will be 
evaluated on a year-by-year basis to determine if the predatory component of 
the fishery needs to be increased.   The average bullhead at Turks Pond is 
slightly over 8 inches.  Bullheads make decent table fare, as their meat tastes 
similar to most catfish species.   Anglers targeting bullheads typically fish with 
worms (or other catfish bait) slightly off the bottom, or with the bait resting on 
the bottom.  These fish can be caught anywhere in the pond, but bullheads are 
more abundant in the shallow west end.  Fishing should continue to be good for 
anyone wishing to target bullheads at Turks Pond in 2020.            

        Channel Catfish 
Turks Pond has been a favorite destination for channel catfish anglers. Catfish 
have thrived in this productive water.  Although this pond is a fair distance away 
from most populated areas, anglers willing to make the trip are often rewarded 
with a great fishing experience.  Since it is located close to borders with neigh-
boring states, Turks receives visits from numerous out-of-state anglers.  Tradi-
tional catfish baits are effective at Turks.  Many anglers use dough baits, livers, 
worms, shrimp, or crayfish to entice the large channel cats.  With high water 
levels and good numbers of fish available, fishing for these popular fish is ex-
pected to be good in 2020.   

Trap net samples are not always indicative of catfish numbers.  CPW staff used 
trot-lines to further evaluate the catfish fishery.  Results were encouraging, as 
numerous large channel catfish were caught, measured, and released un-
harmed.   

      Crappie 
In recent years, fishery management objectives at Turks Pond have focused on 
creating and improving crappie populations, while reducing nuisance species, 
such as carp and bullheads.  Large numbers of crappie fingerlings have been 
stocked, and habitat projects benefitting crappie have been conducted.  Crappie 
fishing may be somewhat hindered by the plankton bloom that has occurred 
early in the season for the past few years.  The murky water is not harmful to 
the fish, but when the water is turned a deep pea-green color, it can be difficult 
for the fish to find anglers’ offerings.   

Anglers targeting crappie should try fishing on or near the dam as water warms 
into the upper 50s. Live minnows or small jigs are popular crappie fishing rigs.  
Crappie fishing should improve as water temps warm and clarity improves.  
Fishing is expected to be good for crappies in 2020. 

          Rainbow Trout 
Catchable trout (10”) are stocked in the spring and fall at Turks Pond.  Some 
brood sized fish are occasionally added as supplies allow.   

  Informational Sign at the Turks Ramp 
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