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 10% to Colorado state parks

 40% to the Conservation Trust 
Fund

 Up to 50% to GOCO against a 
constitutionally mandated cap 
adjusted for inflation each 
year.

Once the cap is met, surplus 
funds go to  the Outdoor Equity 
Fund, Building Excellent Schools 
Today (BEST), and CPW again.

LOTTERY PROCEED

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Great Outdoors Colorado, or GOCO for short, receives up to half of Colorado Lottery proceeds each year based on a formula and adjusted for inflation each year.

GOCO funding helps build parks and trails, protect wildlife and open space, restore and care for the great outdoors, support our state parks system, and create more equitable access to the outdoors.

Our independent board invests the funding in conservation and recreation projects through:
a competitive grant process and 
an annual investment plan with Colorado Parks and Wildlife. 



FUNDING 

The Constitution requires 
GOCO to allocate funds in a 
manner that is substantially 
equal over time to achieve 
outcomes across these four 
areas.

OPEN SPACEWILDLIFE

OUTDOOR 
RECREATION

LOCAL 
GOVERNMENTS

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Constitution requires GOCO to allocate funds in a manner that is substantially equal over time to achieve outcomes across these four areas.

Half of all GOCO funds are distributed through competitive grant programs and are reinvested right back into Colorado 
via our broad network of eligible partners and their amazing work in conservation and recreation. And the benefits of their projects to the people, communities, land, and wildlife of our great state.
Entities eligible to apply for GOCO funding include local governments, nonprofit land trusts, and Colorado Parks and Wildlife. 
Ineligible entities often partner with those to compete for funding. We encourage partnerships and collaboration.

The other half of GOCO’s annual funds, represented by the Outdoor Recreation and Wildlife quadrants, on the left,  are invested through CPW
This is done via an annual investment proposal that reflects CPW and GOCO's mutual commitment to the outdoors and 
describes how GOCO funding will be allocated across state parks and wildlife programs. 

As outlined in the GOCO Amendment, not all entities are eligible to receive GOCO grants.  GOCO is limited to funding:
Municipalities, Counties, Title 32 special districts with parks and recreation authority, non-profit land conservation organizations, Political subdivisions of the state, and Colorado Parks and Wildlife.



RESOURCE CONSERVATION

OUTDOOR STEWARDSHIP

COMMUNITY VITALITY

EQUITABLE ACCESS

YOUTH CONNECTIONS

WILDLIFE & HABITAT 
CONSERVATION

OUTDOOR RECREATION

FINANCIAL SUSTAINABILITY

INCREASED AWARENESS

CONNECTING PEOPLE TO 
THE OUTDOORS

CPW GOCO 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Our aim in managing the partnership with CPW is to serve as a strategic partner in working together to align GOCO’s Program Values as closely as possible with CPW’s Strategic Plan goals in determining where our dollars are invested. 

RESOURCE CONSERVATION - We value strategic land conservation and resource protection work.
OUTDOOR STEWARDSHIP - We support sustainability and improvements to the state’s natural and recreational resources.
COMMUNITY VITALITY - We invest in conservation and outdoor recreation efforts that support communities and quality of life.
EQUITABLE ACCESS - We partner with communities to break down barriers to the outdoors.
YOUTH CONNECTIONS - We support projects and programs that help children and families get outside more often and experience all the benefits of doing so.



EAST REGION
 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes





SAMMIE

EAST REGION
PROGRAM OFFICER

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Sammie Trotter– Program Officer for the Eastern Colorado Region 
Region covers the 15 Counties from Wyoming to Oklahoma east of I-25



HISTORICAL INVESTMENTS

- Northeast Colorado: Logan, Sedgwick, Phillips, Morgan, 

Washington, Yuma, Lincoln, Kit Carson, Cheyenne

          - 217 Projects

          - $23,040,316 Invested

- Southeast Colorado: Crowley, Kiowa, Otero, Bent, Prowers, Baca

          - 177 Projects

          - $21,366,671 Invested



RE-THINKING
OUTDOOR RECREATION

City of Rocky Ford
- Crystal Lake & Arkansas Valley Fairground Re-Development

- $150,000 in GOCO planning funding

- Resubmitting for additional planning funding to finalize 
project master plan in December Centennial application round



NORTHEAST COLORADO

Town of Haxtun – Pool Renovation Project

- $923,400 (LG) 

Cheyenne County – Step It Up! Your Health Matters

- $674,500 (LG)



EASTERN COLORADO

Mile High Youth Corps eastern Colorado feasibility study.

- $342,445 Invested

- Eastern Colorado Program Manager – Tara Castaneda

- Summer 2024 Pilot Program

- Expansion OR creation of eastern CO corps

- Partnership Opportunities



KEY PROGRAMS 

• Centennial Program

• Strategic Plan Update

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
GOCO is kicking off the first round of Centennial Program funding via our competitive quadrants:
Through this program, GOCO invests in high-value, transformational initiatives and projects that will create lasting impacts on our state and future generations
Strategic Plan: we are in the early stages of our updating our current 2020 Plan



ONWARD!

WHAT’S NEXT

• Investment Proposal

• Annual Report

• Program Officer 

Photo  c red i t  Tony  Gurz ick



THANK 

DOUGLAS MOUNTAIN RANCH
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