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(I . ) Igtgo_ss:

To cons'ider a request from the Colorado Hunting Dog Association
to establish a permanent tra'injng site at Chatfield SRA. The
Hunting Dog Associatjon has proposed that we look at two
different areas for the purpose of dog training.
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(l I. ) Eeqr_gl"qqls _Lnlo_rrnqLjon:

At the September, l9B2 Park Board meeting, the Board acted
on previous presentations and requests from dog tra'iners.
The Board approved ternporary use of a pond near the river
and south of the reservo'ir (s j te I ). Th'is was to be
utiljzed on a trial basjs for a one-year period beginning
in 0ctober, 1982.

Because of the extremely heavy and prolonged snot^r condjtions
and because flooding prevented access' thjs area has not
received a representat'ive amount of use. Use has been
permitted on a weekday basis.

Development and management at Chatfjeld is all based on
a 1972 Corps/DPOR Master Plan and this area is needing
to be reassessed. DPOR is requesting funds to prepare
such a plan jn our l984-85 Budget Request.

In add'ition, irrigators, elected offic'ials, the Corps
and other water agencies are consjdering the potentia'l
to store water in Chatfield. This would cause major
changes in existing and proposed uses at Chatfjeld.

(ill. ) 0iscussion:

There are four options for the Board to cons'ider:

1. Do not perniit this activity to occur at Chatfjeld
at any location. Staff considered thjs alternative
because of the extremely smal I amount of users
associated w.ith the activity and the demand for
recreation space. Throughout this year, the Div'ision
and the Board lrave considered requests for a variety
of act jv j t'ies such as the bal loonport, gl idi ng,
radio-control led nrodel boats and planes, etc.
Staff and Board have considered how many of these
actjvi tjes the Divjsion js obl igated to acconimodate
whi I e sti I I bal anc'ing our ob1 igati ons to meet the
need of the major recreation activities and accommodat'inq
rreeds for open space.

7. Establ ish the activity at the site used for the trial
period (site I ). Disadvantages of thjs area include:

a. Dj stance to area from exj sti ng parki ng.
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3.

b. Lack of sanitation.

c. Poor management control.

d. Unlawful entry from Highway 75.

e. Conflict with existing wildljfe.

Establish the activity near the Divjsion's Maintenance
yard at hJaterton near the Platte River. Disadvantages
of this area inlcude:

a. Several miles out of normal patrol route.

b. No present parking area ava'ilable.

c. Div'ision would have to create a self-service
col I ectj on poi nt for users, thus creati ng
another public access to Chatfield SRA.

d. Much the same hab j tat as s j te I , so 'i t woul d
contain many of the same conflicts with existjng
wildlife.

e. Horse trails in the area.

f. Lack of existing management plan for this area.

Establish the actfvity below Chatfield Dam near the
Cottonwood Grove parking area (site 2). Ponds in
this area were created during the construction of the
Dam but did not ever hold water. Now the Chatfield
fish holding base circulates water through several
of these ponds. Advantages of this area jnclude:
a. Twenty-six car parking 1ot available - little

use is occuring at the present time.

b. lJsers would have to enter the area through one
of the main park entrances, thus having park pass
information control.

c. Area is in normal patrol route at this time.

d. Restrooms and drinking water avaj lable.

e. This area has never reached park capacity.

4.
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f. l-east impact to wildlife within the park.

g. Dog train'ing in this area is supported by the
Division of Wildlife.

h. Area can be used for a number of recreat'ion uses,
not just exclusive use by dog tra'iners.

Disadvantages of this area include:

a' !]::""1:olii:lI^T.l!?l':: Grove' a proposed
srte ror a group plcnrc area.

b. Bicycle/h'iking trail c'ircles the pond.

c. Rearjng unit may/may not operate year around,
thus the pond rnay not conta'in water duri ng the
lvinter months. This is not a major problem
for the dog users.

(IV. ) .Sumr1qly_'

The Chatfield planting base settling pond, just north-west
of the present Cottonwood Grove parking 1ot is the recommended
site. Thjs area is currently within controlled park
boundaries, patrolled frequently, and has ava'ilable a
twenty-sjx car paved parking 1ot, wh'ich has historically
received little use.

Restroorn facil it'ies and drinking water are ava jlable in
the immedi ate v'ici ni ty. Thi s area, as compared to the two
other proposed areas, will least impact existjng wildljfe
in the park.

Presently the exist'ing pond will retain an acceptable
amount of water for dog training from April 1 through
Cctober l. The majority of vjsitation to the area wjll
also occur during this tinre period. Currently the Divjsion
of l,Ji I dl i f e i s negoti ati ng wi th the Denver Water Board
to obtain addit.ional water rights to support these ponds
at an acceptable water level year around.

Iii gns l^ri 1 
'l be needed to i denti fy the area and post regul ati ons ,

nark speci fi c boundari es, and di rect vi si tors al ong the mai n
park road to the parking area. The Colorado Hunt'ing Dog
Assoc'iation shall be responsible for the expense and
installatjon and maintenance of al1 signs and s'ign posts.
All signs and p'lacerrrent of signs wili be approved prior tojnstallatjon by the park manager. All signs shall be in
place to use of the area.
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In the event that fencing w'i'11 be needed to separate use
activities whether now or jn the future, the Colorado
Hunting Dog Associatlon will also be responsible for
thi s expense and j nstal I at"ion w'ith park manager approval .

Permanent and Future Use

Currently, vjsitor use in this jmmedjate area of the
park ind'icates compatability with a Dog Training/Exercise
Area. However, future construction and add'itional
master planning could possibly change this trend.

Any recreational activity orland area established by
Board actjon is subject to change or denial 'if future
trends 'indicaie a need and the Parks Board so directs.

(V. ) Staff Recommendation:

Grant approval for DP0R to establish approximately four
acres to be used for a dog training/exercise area. The
area would be located below Chatfield Dam near the
Cottonwood Grove parkjng area (site 2). Currently,
v'isitor use in thjs area ind'icates compatability with
a dog training/exercise area. However, future use
demands, construction or change in management planning
could possibly change this trend. Any recreatjonal
act'ivity estab'lished by the Board is subiect to change
or denial if the future recreation needs change and the
Board so d'irects.

The area will be available for other recreational us€Sr
not excl usi ve use by dog tra'ini ng.

The area will be open seven days a week, year around.

Retriever-R-Tra.iners using .22 caf iber blanks are
permi tted, al I other fi rearms are prohi bi ted. No

blank pistols vrill be allowed.

Thi s 'is the only area i n the park where dogs w"i11 be
al I owed off I eash.

Radio ccntrolleci training collars are prohibited.

Dogs must be under the control of the trajner/handler
at all times.
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t'lo live birds w'ill be used or released in this area.

Signs shall be posted to ident'ify the area and post
regul ati ons.

The Colorado Hunting Dog Associatjon shall be responsible
for the expense, installation and majntenance of all
dog training area signs and sign posts.

All s'igns shall be"in place pr.ior to use of the area
and be approved by the Park Manager prior to
'instal I ation.
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