
Remember the Motherwell! 



CWD in northwestern Colorado (a brief early history) 



CWD in northwestern Colorado (a brief early history) 

 Oct-Nov ‘99  D-07 harvest survey finds no CWD (0/434; mixed sex, SW focus) 

 Jan-Feb ‘02  373 wild deer & elk entrapped in elk ranch killed (some tested)  

 Jan ‘02  CWD confirmed in 2 “Motherwell” deer (of 164 tested)* 

 Feb-Apr ‘02  leadership opts for local culling 

 recommended for “new/emerging foci” elsewhere† 

"Every man has a right to his own opinion, but no man has a right to be wrong in his facts.” 
Bernard M. Baruch, financier, ca. 1940s        





 Oct-Nov ‘99  D-07 harvest survey finds no CWD (0/434; mixed sex, SW focus) 

 Jan-Feb ‘02  373 wild deer & elk entrapped in elk ranch killed (some tested)  

 Jan ‘02  CWD confirmed in 2 “Motherwell” deer (of 164 tested)* 

 Feb-Apr ‘02  leadership opts for local culling 

 recommended for “new/emerging foci” elsewhere† 

 Apr ‘02  609 mule deer & 135 elk culled in Motherwell vicinity 

 1/128 bucks (<1%) & 5/316 does (~2%) infected; no elk infected 

 number culled was ~1% of the estimated D-07 deer herd size in 2002 (609/60,871) 

 Sep-Dec ‘02 & ‘03  harvest surveys reveal extent of northwestern focus 

 scattered cases throughout D-07 (~2%), D-02 (<1%), & several other DAUs 

CWD in northwestern Colorado (a brief early history) 

"Every man has a right to his own opinion, but no man has a right to be wrong in his facts.” 
Bernard M. Baruch, financier, ca. 1940s        



Mule deer & elk culled in the Motherwell Ranch vicinity 
April 2002 



Mule deer & elk culled in the Motherwell Ranch vicinity 
April 2002 
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 Oct-Nov ‘99  D-07 harvest survey finds no CWD (0/434; mixed sex, SW focus) 

 Jan-Feb ‘02  373 wild deer & elk entrapped in elk ranch killed (some tested)  

 Jan ‘02  CWD confirmed in 2 “Motherwell” deer (of 164 tested)* 

 Feb-Apr ‘02  leadership opts for local culling 

 recommended for “new/emerging foci” elsewhere† 

 Apr ‘02  609 mule deer & 135 elk culled in Motherwell vicinity 

 1/128 bucks (<1%) & 5/316 does (~2%) infected; no elk infected 

 number culled was ~1% of the estimated D-07 deer herd size in 2002 (609/60,871) 

 Sep-Dec ‘02‘04  harvest surveys reveal extent of northwestern “focus” 

 scattered cases throughout D-07 (~2%), D-02 (<1%), & several other DAUs 

CWD in northwestern Colorado (a brief early history) 

"Every man has a right to his own opinion, but no man has a right to be wrong in his facts.” 
Bernard M. Baruch, financier, ca. 1940s        



Minimum distribution of CWD in northwestern Colorado mule deer 
(19962004, all sample sources) 

Colorado, USA 



A tale of two deer herds 

White River herd (D-07) 

 Goal: eradication! 

 Tactic: intensive but focal 

 Duration: one shot 

 Licensing trend: conservative 

 Timing: increasingly early 

"Every man has a right to his own opinion, but no man has a right to be wrong in his facts.” 
Bernard M. Baruch, financier, ca. 1940s        

Red Feather herd (D-04) 

 Goal: suppression 

 Tactic: extensive with focal 

 Duration: ongoing (200005) 

 Licensing trend: liberal(ish) 

 Timing: proportional late 
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OK, a tale of two three deer herds 

Middle Park herd (D-09) 

 Goal: suppression 

 Tactic: extensive (via harvest) 

 Duration: ongoing 

 Licensing trend: liberal(ish) 

 Timing: proportional late 
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"Every man has a right to his own opinion, but no man has a right to be wrong in his facts.” 
Bernard M. Baruch, financier, ca. 1940s        



How are they doing? 

Middle Park (2017) 

Bucks:100 does (obs) – 40 

 Fawns:100 does (obs) – 68 (!) 

Herd size trend: stable (> obj) 

Red Feather (2017) 

Bucks:100 does (obs) – 39 

 Fawns:100 does (obs) – 48  

Herd size trend: stable (> obj) 



Remember the Motherwell. 

And also learn from it… 

"Every man has a right to his own opinion, but no man has a right to be wrong in his facts.” 
Bernard M. Baruch, financier, ca. 1940s        





Prevalence trends: White River mule deer herd (D-07) 



Harvested mule deer submissions 

D-07 2017 


