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C O L O R A D O  P A R K S  &  W I L D L I F EApplication form
LAND & WATER CONSERVATION FUND GRANT APPLICATION

PROJECT BASICS

Title

Type Acquisition
Development/renovation
Combination acquisition and development

Acres to be acquired N/A

Outcome Creates new park Expands/improves existing park Other

Phased project Yes No If yes, Phase # of

Brief summary

Grant request $ Grant ratio1 % 

Match $ Match ratio %

Total $ Total 100 %

APPLICANT 

Type Local County State Tribal

Organization

Postal address

City State CO ZIP Code

General email UEI #

Lead contact Title

Telephone Email

Project manager Title

Telephone Email

PARTNER OR CO-SPONSOR

Organization N/A

Postal address

City State CO ZIP Code

Contact name Title

Telephone Email

1 Grant ratio = grant request / total . Match ratio = match / total .

47th & Walden, Denver - new park development

DPR will develop the dormant 47th & Walden property, advancing a community 
hub design which encourages social interaction and connection to natural 
landscapes. This project is a high priority for park equity and access while also 
meeting demand and preserving green space in a rapidly growing area.  

1,250,000.00

1,593,015.24

2,843,015.24

43.97

56.03

Denver Parks and Recreation

101 W Colfax

Denver

Emily Ziegler

740-590-1068

Shelby Batalla

562-225-6753

parksandrecreation@denvergov.org

80202

V8DDUUGQQ5P1

Assistant Director Park Design & Construction

emily.ziegler@denvergov.org

Project Manager

shelby.batalla@denvergov.org

WITHDRAWN
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PROPERTY 

Park name N/A

Address 

City State CO ZIP Code

County Congressional district

Name of property owner 

Ownership Fee simple Lease Easement Other

Applies to Entire site Portion of site

Existing LWCF site Yes No If yes, grant # 08- 

Describe any leases, easements (including surface and subsurface utilities), rights or interests. 

Describe the property and its current uses. Include acreage, terrain, unique features, and usage 
history.  

There are no leases or easements, or other rights, interests or restrictions on any part of the 
property within the project scope. The City and County of Denver (CCD) owns the property that is 
proposed for development. The city initially acquired the two parcels in 2008 with the plan to deed 
the eastern parcel of land to Denver Public Schools (DPS). That deed transfer occurred in 2016 and 
DPS developed a school site, KIPP Northeast Campus, adjacent to the property in 2017. The area of 
land that falls within the channel is owned by the CCD but is maintained by the Mile High Flood 
District (MHFD). A portion of land to the far south of the parkland was conveyed to the Town Center 
Metropolitan District for public access, landscaping, trails, fences, sidewalks, and utilities and is 
maintained by the Town Center Metro District. While the CCD and MHFD are allowed access through 
this portion of land for maintenance purposes, this land remains with the Metro District and was not 
included in the final design concept within this master plan. Additionally, no part of the Derby 
Canal/drainage channel adjacent to the property is considered within a flood zone. 

47th & Walden

17748 E 47th Ave.

Denver 80249

Denver 1st

Denver Parks and Recreation

The property is 13.2 acres in the Gateway/Green Valley Ranch neighborhood. It is bounded by E 47th 
Avenue to the north, Telluride Street to the west, E 45th Avenue to the south, and the DPS KIPP 
Northeast school campus to the east. It is currently in process for receiving open space designation, 
with a City Council decision expected by end of year. The property has no current or recent past uses 
and is currently undeveloped with no public access. The terrain is mostly hardpacked with low 
vegetative diversity and very little wildlife. The Derby Canal natural area, a creek drainage, runs 
diagonally along the southern boundary of the property and offers some cattails and cottonwoods 
growing on a slope. The natural area serves as a future trail connection northeast to the Derby 
Lateral Trail at Parkfield Park and southeast to the existing neighborhood. 
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1. PROJECT SCOPE 10 points 

a) Describe the proposed acquisition or development project.

b) Indicate the current stage of design at the time of application.

Development projects:

Pre-design
Schematic design
Design development
Construction documents
Permitting
Bidding

Acquisitions (applicable milestones obtained at the time of application): 

Yellow Book appraisal complete
Purchase agreement drafted
Land will be open for public use immediately after acquisition

Denver Parks and Recreation (DPR) aims to construct the full master plan and vision for 47th & 
Walden Park. The City and County of Denver (CCD) acquired the property in 2008. After considerable 
growth in the Far Northeast Gateway and Green Valley Ranch neighborhoods (GVR) over the past 15 
years and extensive public engagement in 2021, a master plan for the new park was completed in 
June 2022. The community-scale park site is an undeveloped parcel of 13.2 acres (19 acres total 
including the south slope drainage area). The property is bounded by E 47th Avenue to the north, 
Telluride Street to the west, E 45th Avenue to the south, and the Denver Public Schools campus (KIPP 
Northeast) to the east, fronting Walden Street. It is bordered by single family housing on the north, 
east and south sides. A natural area at the southwest boundary serves as a future trail connection 
northeast to the Derby Lateral Trail at Parkfield Park and southeast to the neighborhood. There are 
no other parks within close proximity of this site and development of this vacant property into a 
public park will fill a gap in the 10-minute walk service area. 
 
The 47th & Walden, Denver – new park development will utilize a community hub concept designed 
to encourage social interaction with a broad range of activities while connecting to the park's natural 
landscape. The park will offer a centralized hub with a water feature plaza and numerous recreation 
amenities, including two age-appropriate playgrounds; picnic shelter; a multipurpose athletic field; 
basketball and multipurpose courts; a mini-hub with a community garden; outdoor classrooms with 
access from KIPP school (but also open to the public); and paved and unpaved pathways. The 
unpaved “discovery path” will run parallel to the park drainageway, with rustic boulder terracing 
along the channel and natural elements in the design, including native landscape, habitat and 
pollinators. The paved portion will be part of Derby Lateral Trail—running from Rocky Mountain 
Arsenal National Wildlife Refuge to the east and connecting the 71-mile High Line Canal Trail to the 
west—which is currently missing a middle segment that this request helps complete. Overall, this 
one-phase project includes all elements in the master plan, and DPR is requesting LWCF funding for 
site clearing, earthwork, paving (trail and pathway), boulders for terraces, outdoor classrooms, and 
public gathering, trees, shrubs, sod, and native seed. 
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2. PROJECT NEED 5 points 

a) Describe the project’s urgency and why it is being pursued at this time.

3. COMMUNITY BENEFIT 15 points 

a) Describe the community that will benefit from this project. Include relevant demographic and
economic data.

b) Outline any deficiencies or barriers to access that this project would address or improve for the
abovementioned community. Include Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and Architectural
Barriers Act (ABA) access.

The park space is currently vacant land and not accessible to the public. This project will change that, 
with the design aiming to create strong local pedestrian connections to the park. For example, the 
current development and drainage features surrounding the site significantly constrain its potential 
access, due to the steep bank and drainage channel. The site’s north edge and a portion of its west 
edge are currently the only places that could accommodate future direct access to the main part of 
the park parcel from adjacent streets. Thus, DPR chose the north side of the site for the park 
entrance, also because it is less busy and has no obstructions, such as the steep banks at the south. 
The future roadway at the proposed development to the west will also provide a mid-block connection 
across Telluride as part of the Derby Lateral Trail which will increase accessibility. All elements of 
design will be ADA and ABA compliant, including all sidewalks and pathways, as well as the splash pad 
and playground.  

GVR-Gateway neighborhood is very diverse; about one-third of the population identifies as African 
American, more than 40% as Hispanic, and about one-quarter white, with a total of 36,555 residents. 
This moderate-income neighborhood has grown rapidly over the last generation, with 263% growth 
between 1975 and 2015; the number of school-age children tripled from 2002 to 2017. While it offers 
several small neighborhood parks, the scale of needed park space and trail infrastructure of the 
neighborhood has not grown at the same rate as the population. Some of the biggest beneficiaries, 
who were also very active in engagement, are the students of KIPP northeast Elementary and Middle 
School. The elementary school currently houses 498 students in grades K–4, with 94% non-white (56% 
Latino and 28% African American) and 75% economically disadvantaged students. This school is an 
outlier within DPS in that it has increased enrollment since the pandemic (484 students in 2019). The 
Middle School serves 455 students in grades 5–8 and with a similar demographic makeup. Forecasts 
show that the Gateway area will continue to grow as adjacent residential development continues, 
indicating continued and increased need for this park. 

47th & Walden meets several needs at once—high priority for park equity and access, preserving green 
space in a growing area with a many children, and connecting to a wider trail system. The area is ripe 
for a new park according to numerous metrics, including the Trust for Public Land’s ParkServe, which 
designates GVR-Gateway as high priority. It is tied for 20th out of 78 Denver neighborhoods for park 
equity—1 being most in need. DPR considers a 10-minute walk or roll as the primary metric for park 
access, and the area currently has no parks within a 10-minute walk. This rapidly developing part of 
also Denver lacks access to designated natural spaces. Increased population growth will continue, with 
many existing greenfield parcels up for development. There is also urgency to connect this area to the 
trail system; this project will fill a critical segment gap in the Derby Lateral Trail, which will soon 
extend across Pena Blvd. to a connect at this park site. Finally, bond funds supporting this project 
need to be spent by 2027; funding now will supplement the bonds and allow the full vision to be 
constructed in one phase. “The community is very excited for this project to get off the ground,” 
noted the master plan.
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c) Estimate the number of people and/or types of user groups that will have access to recreational 
opportunities as a result of this project. Include methods for determining this estimate. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT AND PARTNERSHIPS 15 points 

a) Outline public engagement activities for this project. For example, public meetings, comment 
periods, surveys, etc. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

b) Describe any partnerships that will ensure the project's success. For example, public agencies, 
conservation or recreation groups, local businesses, etc. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

In addition to deep partnerships with Denver Public Schools, City Councilmember Stacie Gilmore 
(District 11) has also been heavily involved as a stakeholder and met with the project team early in 
the planning stages and throughout the master planning process to discuss community engagement 
efforts, provide neighborhood and community background and history, share input and suggestions 
provided to her office by community members and discuss her district and its needs. The Boys and 
Girls Clubs of Metro Denver, who operates afterschool and summer activities for the KIPP Elementary 
and Middle Schools, also provided input on park programming for their purposes. Environmental 
Learning for Kids (ELK) also met with the planning team and helped solidify the vision that the park 
site could offer underserved kids the opportunity to explore natural areas without having to travel 
outside their neighborhood.  

Community engagement was overall enthusiastic and robust, with three public meetings over eight 
months and 300 survey responses. Initiated in November 2020, the process was held remotely due to 
the pandemic. DPR aimed to provide equitable access with Spanish translation available for Zoom 
meetings and online surveys. DPR also engaged the schools and community groups to distribute 
information and solicit feedback. In February 2021, DPR held the first public meeting to gather 
ideas/vision, with over 300 people responding to the post-meeting survey. Half of survey respondents 
were under 18, showing the deep importance of this space to young people, and more than half 
indicated they would primarily walk or bike to the park, showing proximity to the area. Two more 
meetings to present findings and finalize feedback were held in April and July of 2021. The final 
master plan was issued online in June 2022. Beyond public engagement, the design team led numerous 
stakeholder engagement meetings, including with KIPP School and DPS facilities management team. 
School principals were engaged project partners and assisted the design team to understand potential 
shared use facilities between the park and the school campuses.  

DPR estimates 70,000 visits per year from approx. 20,000 unique visitors. GVR East, a park two miles 
away (44-minute walk), is the most comparable based on acreage and recreation amenities including 
a cooling feature (a pool vs. splash pad)—but lacking natural elements and regional trail connection. 
GVR East had 57,000 visits from 16,700 visitors in 2022, with an average dwell time of 79 minutes. 
Peak visitation was in summer between 3-5 pm, with 40% of visitors Hispanic and 25% of visitors aged 
12 and under. DPR expects similar visitation habits with a demographic and income makeup reflective 
of the neighborhood, but with a higher percentage of visits from 12 and under due to the proximity of 
the school, and more regional trail users (joggers, walkers, bicyclists) due to Derby Lateral. Families 
with young children, older children, local clubs and teams, school groups from KIPP and other schools, 
neighbors without children, and regional trail users are expected user groups. Given the uniqueness of 
the splash pad to the area, it's expected to draw from an even wider pool of regional visitors. A new 
housing development in close proximity that is currently in approval process will likely contribute to 
more visitors in the future.
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c) Outline any concerns identified as part of public engagement. Explain how these will be
addressed.

5. SCORP 10 points 

a) List the Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP) priorities that this project
will advance.

Priority 1: Sustainable Access and Opportunity
Goal: More Coloradans and visitors benefit from outdoor recreation and conservation.

Priority 2: Stewardship
Goal: Coloradans and visitors enjoy and care for natural and cultural resources and commit to
stewarding them for future generations.

Priority 3: Land, Water and Wildlife Conservation
Goal: Private and public lands and waters are conserved to support sustainable outdoor
recreation, the environment and wildlife habitat.

Priority 4: Funding the Future
Goal: Coloradans and visitors contribute to diverse funding sources that are dedicated to
support outdoor recreation and conservation. Existing sources of funds are preserved.

b) Explain how.

The project advances 1) sustainable access & opportunity by offering access to high- quality park 
amenities to an estimated 20,000 visitors per year (70,000 visits).  It includes unique recreation and 
conservation opportunities, including a splash pad and designated preserved natural space. It also fills 
a critical gap in the regional trail network by supporting the Derby Lateral Trail completion. It 
advances 2) stewardship by offering native plantings to an otherwise unremarkable and unattended 
property. The upland restoration and habitat garden offer a resilient landscape and the 
garden/outdoor classrooms offer further education opportunities. This natural and climate resistant 
component will support school science programs and out-of-school experiences. It advances 3) 
conservation by taking a dormant parcel in a rapidly developing area and conserving it for sustainable 
recreation, e.g., splash pad will use recirculated water. In June 2023, DPR applied to have the parcel 
zoned as open space, currently pending City Council review. By improving the landscape over its 
current condition, the park will offer elements of land, water and wildlife conservation, and offer a 
more attractive wildlife and pollinator habitat.   

Very few concerns came up during the community engagement process. The adjacent school was a 
very positive part of engagement, which hasn’t always been the case in other master plan projects in 
the city. Most concerns related to how soon the park could open, safety and traffic, and maintenance 
and litter. Said one participant: Just litter maintenance when it's built. People tend to litter a lot 
already by this area. Thank you. Regarding safety and parking, said another participant: Please make 
parking clearer and advise how this will impact KIPP's drop off and pick up routes. DPR is addressing 
these issues by soliciting grant funding to expedite the construction process, and will ensure numerous 
trash receptacles and lighting to keep the park clean, safe and welcoming, and follow a careful 
maintenance plan. DPR also selected a less busy access to the park (Walden side instead of initial plan 
for Telluride) because it will have less impact on school traffic and has no obstructions, such as the 
steep banks at the south. 
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6. PLANNING 10 points 

a) Discuss the process that identified this project as a priority.

b) List all approved internal master or outdoor recreation plans and/or any external area, regional,
or statewide plans this project supports.

7. WILDLIFE AND NATURAL RESOURCES 15 points 

a) Describe how potential impacts to wildlife and natural resources were evaluated during the
initial project-scoping phase. For example, using "Planning Trails with Wildlife in Mind", mapping
tools, etc. Include any positive impacts this work will have on wildlife and natural resources.

During the master plan and design process, ERO Resources Corporation (ERO) provided an ecological 
resources assessment for vegetation communities, potential wetlands, threatened and endangered 
species habitat, general wildlife use, and potential areas for restoration and enhancement 
opportunities. ERO determined that the construction of the neighborhood and the schools have 
disturbed the site, which is now primarily compacted with sparse, weedy grasses, with little to no 
valuable vegetation. The drainage area has few natural qualities, other than the cattails and taller 
grasses and a few small cottonwoods that have thrived in the shallow and slow-moving flows. DPR will 
plant native grasses, trees and shrubs that will help enhance the biodiversity and provide for 
additional wildlife habitat throughout the park. The ERO assessment expresses that enhancement 
opportunities in the vicinity of the stormwater channel would help support this area as a wildlife 
corridor for the larger surrounding community. 

DPR’s Game Plan for a Healthy City (2019) sets the city's vision that all residents live within a 
10-minute walk or roll to a high-quality park. One key guiding principle of Game Plan is to “
Connect”to Denver's nature and culture, the former key in the park design and connection to natural 
spaces. "Denver Moves Pedestrians & Trail" (2019) sets the vision for a complete off-street trail 
network, connecting the on-street bike network and upgrading the standard trail cross-sections for 
regional, connector and local trails. Connecting to existing and future trail networks is a key element 
of this park plan, especially connection to Derby Lateral Trail as higher priority. "The Far Northeast 
Neighborhood Plan" provides guidance for future neighborhood development for the Montbello, 
Gateway/GVR, and Denver International Airport statistical neighborhoods. The plan cited this parcel 
specifically, and the need for more natural scapes, as priorities. Other guiding documents: Standard 
Operating Procedure: Park Master Plan, existing GIS Topographic and Context Site Map, current aerial 
image, DPR Standards and ADA and ABA guidelines, DPR Equity Map, DPR 10 Minute walk map.

Since its acquisition in 2008, the DPR has aimed for this parcel to become public park space. More 
recently the park at 47th & Walden project was identified as an immediate priority in numerous 
planning documents, including the Far Northeast Area Plan (2022), which notes this parcel specifically 
as a park space of priority to be completed. The recent 47th & Walden master plan (2022) is the most 
significant planning document in this grant request. During the planning process, the design team 
used an iterative process involving consultation with other internal teams such as maintenance, urban 
ecology / trails, and forestry and presented these design concepts to the community. Three main 
concepts (community hub, sports and nature) were shared at the second public meeting. Community 
feedback selected the community hub design with some elements from sports and nature concepts, 
which was solidified in the master plan. Denver RISE bond funding, explained further below, is also 
allocated to the project, emphasizing its importance and priority of this project for the Denver 
taxpayers.  
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b) Describe any wildlife and natural resource issues raised by CPW staff during grant application
consultation.

c) Explain how potential wildlife and natural resource impacts will be avoided, minimized, and/or
mitigated. For example, trail realignment, seasonal closures (include dates), signage, gates,
game cameras, etc.

8. PROJECT MANAGEMENT 5 points 

a) Outline any LWCF funding received in the last five years and if the project/s were completed on
time, on budget and within scope. Applicants without LWCF funding, provide examples of similar
grant funded projects that were completed on time, on budget and within scope. Include project
title, year of award, grant amount, and grantor.

LWCF - Heron Pond Phase 1 was awarded $750,000 in 2019. The project is approximately 86% percent 
completed and on-time to be finished by the contract expiration date. The project remains within 
scope and on budget per the approved outline including grant eligible expense items and local match 
contributions.  
LWCF - Heron Pond Phase 2 was awarded $750,000 in 2022. This project is tracking on-time and will 
and will be completed by the contract expiration date. The project remains on budget per the 
approved grant eligible expense items and local match contributions. Furthermore, the project 
remains consistent with the scope as outlined in the application.  
 
LWCF - Bear Creek Park has not been awarded by the NPS yet, but was selected in CPW’s 2023 
competitive round (it is still in the pre-award phase). 

Given the low-quality of the park’s current natural landscape and little to no observed wildlife, 
natural resource and wildlife impacts are considered low. As nests can change seasonally, DPR will 
follow ERO and CPW’s recommendation to conduct additional bird and raptor surveys before any 
construction begins. Additionally, given that the nearby unnamed stormwater channel and Derby 
Lateral are non-jurisdictional with very low to little flow currently, DPR does not anticipate issues 
with water impacts. The drainage is also not within the scope of the construction, as it is owned by 
CCD but not within the scope of the grant request or under the jurisdiction of DPR at this time due to 
its rights within Mile High Flood District. However, DPR acknowledges the possibility of needing to 
complete an Army Corps of Engineers Section 404 permit, should it be required, and will do so if 
needed.  

According to the ERO assessment, the area does not contain habitat for any federally listed 
threatened or endangered species; and no bird nests were observed during the site visit. Overall, 
surrounding and continuing development contributes to a decline in the number and diversity of 
wildlife species nearby and change in species composition.  As such, CPW staff did not raise any 
wildlife or natural resource issues. In an email dated September 11, 2023, from CPW District Wildlife 
Manager Hannah Posey, “given the proximity to Pena Blvd and the high rate of development in the 
area, the impacts of the new park could be considered minimal. As part of this initial review, I don't 
anticipate any major wildlife concerns." 
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9. MAINTENANCE 5 points 

a) Explain how the site will be maintained in perpetuity for outdoor recreation. For example, 
maintenance plans, future budgeting commitments, etc. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10. BUDGET AND FUNDING 10 points 

a) Describe the source of match for the project and when it will be secured. Include in-kind and 
partner contributions. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

b) Describe any consequences if this funding application is unsuccessful. For example, loss of 
partner funds, staff capacity, expiration of surveys, etc. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The 47th & Walden neighborhood is a rapidly growing area that lacks equitable access to parks and 
natural spaces and is also within a 10-minute walk gap. With a new home development (290 units) on 
an adjacent property currently in the permitting process, and the upcoming completion of Derby 
Lateral Trail across Pena Blvd., the time is ripe to develop this currently vacant land into a community 
asset. The consequences of an unsuccessful application will result in a phased build-out and longer 
wait time for the community to benefit from the full, community-driven vision for this park.  As 
evident during the engagement, filling the service gap is a high priority for the neighborhood. One 
neighbor: I’m so excited for this park! We were promised it 7 years ago by Oakwood Homes as a selling 
point. Another—How long will it take to make this a reality? Over two years have gone by since 
engagement was completed. From a financial perspective, probable costs will likely continue to 
increase and bond funding must be spent by 2027, necessitating urgency to begin soon. Not receiving 
the funding will require park development to be phased, cutting some amenities.

Total budget for the grant assisted scope is $2,843, 015.24. DPR is providing slightly above a 1:1 
match for the LWCF request. The source of the $1,593,015.24 matching funds will come from the 
Rebuilding for an Inclusive and Sustainable Economy (RISE) bond, /which is a voter approved City of 
Denver recovery bond created during the COVID-19 pandemic. The IRS requirement for the bonds is 
that 85% of the Bond funds be spent within three years of issuance, requiring that the majority of the 
construction fund issuance be spent by June 2027, aligning with the grant timeline requirements. Due 
to cost escalation since the time of the voter approved bond, additional funds are needed to 
complete the full master plan vision. DPR is committing and additional $3.6 million of Legacy funds to 
fill a portion of the gap. The $1.25 million LWCF funds are urgently needed at this time to complete 
the full vision in one phase. 

Denver’s Department of Transportation and Infrastructure (DOTI) will help deliver the buildout of the 
park through their procurement mechanisms. All infrastructure will be designed to current DPR and 
DOTI standards and permitting requirements. After that, DPR will continue to maintain, manage and 
operate this park and trail and commit to perpetual responsibilities that meet CPW and DPR 
standards. DPR will offer signage acknowledging CPW and manage overall upkeep of park, including 
ensuring all facilities are safe, open and inviting for public use. DPR will ensure continued 
maintenance of the property through several funding streams. Long-term funding will be available 
through DPR’s annual maintenance budget. Additionally, in 2018, Denver voters approved Ballot 
Measure 2A: Parks and Open Space Sales Tax, a 0.25% tax that has been dedicated to the improvement 
and expansion of Denver’s parks and recreation system which will help cover day-to day maintenance 
and long-term capital renewal. 



LWCF grant # Type  Date available Amount
Organization Cash Jun-24  $         1,593,015.24 
Project title
LWCF grant  Grant ratio 43.97%
Local match  Match ratio 56.03%
Total  Total 100.00%  $         1,593,015.24 

Description
Pre-award 

cost

Anticipated 
date of 
expense

Qty Unit type  Cost per unit  Total  Type  LWCF grant  Local match  Balance 

Land
N/A No  $                          -    $                          -   

Architectural and engineering fees

N/A No  $                          -    $                          -   
Other architectural and engineering 
fees
N/A No  $                          -   
Site work
N/A No  $                          -    $                          -   
Demolition and removal
Clearing & Grubbing No Apr-25 574,992.00 SF  $                      0.42  $            241,496.64  Cash  $            120,748.32  $            120,748.32  $                          -   
Construction
Site Preparation: Earthwork-Earth 
Moving

No Apr-25 574,992.00 SF  $                      1.20  $            689,990.40  Cash  $            275,995.20  $            413,995.20  $                          -   

Site Preparation: Earthwork-Fine 
Grading

No Apr-25 574,992.00 SF  $                      0.60  $            344,995.20  Cash  $            103,497.60  $            241,497.60  $                          -   

Concrete Paving (8' Pathways) No Jun-25 24,720.00 SF  $                      2.75  $              67,980.00  Cash  $              33,990.00  $              33,990.00  $                          -   
Crusher Fines (5' Pathways) No Jun-25 56,545.00 SF  $                      3.00  $            169,635.00  Cash  $              84,817.50  $              84,817.50  $                          -   
Boulder Terrace No Aug-25 200.00 EA  $                1,500.00  $            300,000.00  Cash  $            150,000.00  $            150,000.00  $                          -   
Boulders at Outdoor Classrooms No Aug-25 42.00 EA  $                1,500.00  $              63,000.00  Cash  $              31,500.00  $              31,500.00  $                          -   
Trees - Evergreen Buffer (8' height) No Feb-26 70.00 EA  $                1,020.00  $              71,400.00  Cash  $              35,700.00  $              35,700.00  $                          -   
Trees - Throughout Site (2" Caliper) No Feb-26 120.00 EA  $                1,020.00  $            122,400.00  Cash  $              61,200.00  $              61,200.00  $                          -   
Shrubs No Mar-26 1,082.00 EA  $                     55.00  $              59,510.00  Cash  $              29,755.00  $              29,755.00  $                          -   
Perennial Grasses No Mar-26 1,000.00 EA  $                     35.00  $              35,000.00  Cash  $              17,500.00  $              17,500.00  $                          -   
Sod No Mar-26 237,292.00 SF  $                      2.00  $            474,584.00  Cash  $            203,784.38  $            270,799.62  $                          -   
Native Grass Seed No Mar-26 203,024.00 SF  $                      1.00  $            203,024.00  Cash  $            101,512.00  $            101,512.00  $                          -   
Equipment
N/A No  $                          -    $                          -   
Miscellaneous

TOTAL  $        2,843,015.24  $        1,250,000.00  $        1,593,015.24 

 Total 

Denver Parks and Recreation

 $                  1,250,000.00 
 $                  1,593,015.24 
 $                  2,843,015.24 

LWCF budget

Project details

47th & Walden, Denver - new park development

Match details
Source of match (organization)
RISE Bond
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LAND & WATER CONSERVATION FUND GRANT APPLICATION

PROJECT DETAILS 

Organization Denver Parks & Recreation

Project title

TASK
Jul-
Dec 
2023

Jan-Jun 
2024

Jul-Dec 
2024

Jan-Jun 
2025

Jul-
Dec 
2025

Jan-Jun 
2026

Jul-Dec 
2026

Jan-
Jun 
2027 

Project 
Initiation

Design Notice to 
Proceed 1/1/24

Design Concept & 
Outreach 2/1/24

Design 
Construction 
Documents

12/1/24

Mobilization

Construction 
Procurement 1/1/25

Construction 
Notice to Proceed

6/15/25

Construction 

Construction 
Start Date

8/1/25

Substantial 
Completion

10/1/26

Other/Additional 
Category

Open to the 
public 10/15/26



LWCF APPLICATION: 10. Timeline 

Grand Opening       10/31/26  

Administrative 
Close-Out        6/1/27 

 



13.15 ac

Currently No Access or
Dedicated Public Entrance Points
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The City and County of Denver shall not be liable for damages arising out of the use of this information.  The information is provided "as is" without warranty of any kind, expressed or implied, including, but not limited to the fitness for a particular use.
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5-12 Play Area

E. 47th Ave.

Telluride St.

Gate and Path Access to School

Outdoor Classrooms: Boulder 
Seating with Crusher Fines Paving

Scooter Loop/Pump 
Track

Entry Plaza

High Point Embankment Slide 
& Boulder Outcropping

Picnic Tables

Overlook Area: Pavilion 
and Terrace

Picnic Shelter

Existing Culvert

Habitat Garden

Derby Lateral Trail 
Crossing

Native Riparian 
Vegetation

Multi-Use Turf Field

E. 45th Ave.

Boulder Terracing down 
to Drainage Channel

2-5 Play area

Community Garden

KIPP 
School

Swings

Bocce Court 

Horseshoe Court 

Informal Picnic Area

Basketball Court

Pavilion

Derby Lateral Trail 
Crossing

Interactive Water Feature 
through Turf Mounds

MASTER PLAN



47th and Walden property photos 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



47th and Walden property photos 
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8/22/23, 12:55 PM IPaC: Explore Location resources
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Version 1: August 2023

C O L O R A D O  P A R K S  &  W I L D L I F ECertification
LAND & WATER CONSERVATION FUND GRANT APPLICATION

PROJECT DETAILS 

Organization

Project title

Match: Our entity is aware that LWCF is a 1:1 matching grant program and that match is available.  
Our entity is aware that failure to spend the minimum match amount listed in the project budget will 
reduce the amount of grant funds.

Reimbursement: Our entity is aware that LWCF uses a reimbursement model where grantees incur 
project costs before seeking reimbursement from CPW. Reimbursement requires submission of 
invoices, proof of payment and progress reports. Project costs (including match) must be incurred 
during the CPW contract period unless marked ‘pre-award’ on the project budget or a Waiver of 
Retroactivity applies.

Laws and regulations: Our entity will adhere to all applicable local, state and federal laws and 
regulations, as well as guidelines governing the LWCF program. This includes Build America Buy 
America (BABA). 

LWCF boundary area: Properties receiving LWCF assistance must be maintained in perpetuity for 
public outdoor recreation. Our entity certifies that it shall record that the property has been 
dedicated to public outdoor recreation in perpetuity as per the LWCF Act on the real property title, 
prior to final reimbursement under this program. 

Inspections: LWCF-assisted properties will be inspected at least once every five years after project 
completion by CPW and/or National Park Service (NPS) staff. If non-public recreation use is discovered, 
or is proposed on the property, our entity will work with State and/or NPS LWCF staff to determine 
and resolve any potential conversion issues.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

I have read and understood the criteria above. On behalf of the applicant entity, I certify to the best 
of my knowledge that the information in this application is true and correct.  

Organization 

Name

Postal address

City State CO ZIP Code

Authorized Representative

Signature Date

Name Title

Haynes, Allegra R. - DPR Mgr 
Dept Parks And Recreation

Digitally signed by Haynes, Allegra R. - DPR 
Mgr Dept Parks And Recreation 
Date: 2023.09.15 17:18:56 -06'00'

Denver Parks & Recreation

101 W Colfax

Denver

Allegra "Happy" Haynes

09/15/2023

Executive Director

Denver Parks & Recreation

47th & Walden, Denver - new park development

80202
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Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) 
Colorado Parks & Wildlife 
 
 
15 September 2023 
 
To Whom it May Concern:  
 
I am pleased to write this letter of support for funding for the development of the New Park at 47th & Walden 
in Denver, Colorado’s neighborhood of Green Valley Ranch. The park project is supported by a community-
drive vision plan that was completed in the summer of 2022. The plan includes extraordinary recreation and 
trail amenities and the park’s connectivity to the greater system of parks and trails in the Far Northeast area of 
Denver. The New Park at 47th & Walden is representative of the community’s needs and desires, balancing a 
nature-based park experience with recreational amenities and an active park ‘hub’. With additional funding 
through the LWCF, this project will be realized and become a valuable community resource for residents and 
the adjacent elementary/middle school.  
 
As the Council Member of more than eight years for Denver’s District 11, which includes the new park, I have 
watched this neighborhood grow around the undeveloped park space and I echo the community’s excitement 
and anticipation for the new park’s development. Throughout the community engagement process for 47th & 
Walden, I was able to attend and support the public meetings and hear the ideas that were expressed by 
community members that are now reflected in the concept for this neighborhood park. This park has the 
potential to meet some of the community’s goals to increase safe and healthy mobility too! 
 
In closing, I would like to emphasize the benefit this park will provide for surrounding community and their 
vision. As a growing community with varying needs, this park would provide access to nature, recreational 
opportunities, inclusive space for park users of all ages and abilities, and areas for leisure. I am excited to see 
this community resource built for its residents and feel this park will have meaningful and sustainable impact. 
 
Thank you for your consideration and please feel free to contact me should you have any further questions. 
 
Respectfully,  

  
Councilwoman Stacie Gilmore  
Denver City Council District 11  
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Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF)
Colorado Parks & Wildlife

22 September 2023

To Whom it May Concern: 

I am pleased to write this letter of support for funding for the development of the New 
Park at 47th & Walden in Denver, Colorado’s neighborhood of Green Valley Ranch. The park 
project is supported by a community-drive vision plan that was completed in the summer 
of 2022. The plan includes extraordinary recreation and trail amenities and the park’s 
connectivity to the greater system of parks and trails in the Far Northeast area of Denver. 
The New Park at 47th & Walden is representative of the community’s needs and desires, 
balancing a nature-based park experience with recreational amenities and an active park 
‘hub’. With additional funding through the LWCF, this project will be realized and become a 
valuable community resource for residents and youth at the neighboring schools.  

As representative of the Denver Park Trust, I am excited to see the plans for 47th & Walden 
realized in a diverse and growing community of our city. I had the opportunity to 
participate in the virtual public meetings throughout the vision planning phase and value 
the community-developed vision for this future park. The final vision favored a community 
hub concept with sports and nature features added as well reflecting a desire among 
residents to make this new park a center of a growing community.

The Park Trust’s mission is to work closely with community leaders, neighborhood 
associations, and Denver Parks and Recreation to enhance existing parks and add new 
public green spaces in a thoughtful, equitable, and sustainable way. We support the City’s
Game Plan for a Healthy City  which prioritizes a 10-minute walk or roll access to quality 
parks for all residents and defines the city’s commitment to safe and easy park access, a 
healthy lifestyle, and a healthy environment. With this park development, the growing 
community of Green Valley Ranch will have increased access to quality park space for 
leisure, recreation, and play opportunities.  

In closing, I would like to reiterate the importance of parks and public green spaces for 
communities by providing them with safe and affordable places for relaxing, physical 
activity, and social gatherings. The new park at 47th & Walden is a space for community to 
relax, recreate, make social connections, and interact with nature. This valuable resource is 
important to the community, we are excited to see it built and hope you will support it 
with additional funding

Respectfully,

Frank Rowe
Denver Park Trust



Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF)
Colorado Parks & Wildlife

22 September 2023

To Whom it May Concern: 

I am pleased to write this letter of support for funding for the development of the New Park at 
47th & Walden in Denver, Colorado’s neighborhood of Green Valley Ranch. The park project is supported 
by a community-drive vision plan that was completed in the summer of 2022. The plan includes 
extraordinary recreation and trail amenities and the park’s connectivity to the greater system of parks 
and trails in the Far Northeast area of Denver. The New Park at 47th & Walden is representative of the 
community’s needs and desires, balancing a nature-based park experience with recreational amenities 
and an active park ‘hub’. With additional funding through the LWCF, this project will be realized and 
become a valuable community resource for residents and youth at the neighboring schools. 

Environmental Learning for Kids (ELK), values outdoor spaces for children that support the 
health and wellbeing of children within our communities. As an organization, ELK serves more than 
5,000 underserved, under-represented youth each year throughout the Denver Metro areas of Denver, 
Adams, and Arapahoe Counties. We are based in the adjacent Montbello neighborhood and see value in 
neighboring outdoor spaces for youth to experience Colorado’s natural world, such as the natural and 
waterway connections and outdoor classrooms included in the vision for the park at 47th and Walden. 
We are thrilled to see areas of the city benefit from the development of outdoor spaces, especially for 
racially and socioeconomically diverse communities, such as the Green Valley Ranch Neighborhood in 
Denver. ELK has spent more than 27 years building an inclusive and diverse community of inspired 
environmental stewards in Colorado.

In closing, I would like to reiterate the importance of this park for youth within this
neighborhood and neighboring communities. The development of the new park will serve as 
recreational, respite, and programming space for underrepresented youth and their families. This 
valuable resource is important to our growing community, and we are excited to see it built.

Respectfully,

Kim Weiss
Associate Director
Environmental Learning for Kids 




