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C O L O R A D O  P A R K S  &  W I L D L I F E

Application form
LAND & WATER CONSERVATION FUND GRANT APPLICATION

PROJECT BASICS

Title

Type Acquisition
Development/renovation
Combination acquisition and development

Acres to be acquired N/A

Outcome Creates new park Expands/improves existing park Other

Phased project Yes No If yes, Phase # of

Brief summary

Grant request $ Grant ratio1 % 

Match $ Match ratio %

Total $ Total 100 %

APPLICANT 

Type Local County State Tribal

Organization

Postal address

City State CO ZIP Code

General email UEI #

Lead contact Title

Telephone Email

Project manager Title

Telephone Email

PARTNER OR CO-SPONSOR

Organization N/A

Postal address

City State CO ZIP Code

Contact name Title

Telephone Email

1 Grant ratio = grant request / total . Match ratio = match / total .

Diversifying Recreational Uses in Idaho Springs, Colorado

1 2

The City of Idaho Springs (City) and the Clear Creek Metropolitan Recreation 
District (CCMRD) are partnering to redevelop the Shelly-Quinn Ballfields 
Complex at 101 East Idaho Springs Road that is owned by the City and operated 
by CCMRD.  

1,250,000.00

1,629,058.00

2,879,058.00

43.42

56.58

City of Idaho Springs

1711 Miner Street

Clear Creek Metropolitan Recreation District

98 12th Avenue

Idaho Springs

Idaho Springs

Andrew Marsh

(303)567-4421

Jonathan Cain

(303)567-4421

Cameron Marlin

(303)567-4822

jcain@idahospringsco.com

80452

80452

ECM1ZMLJ9Y95

City Administrator

admin@idahospringsco.com

Assistant City Administrator

jcain@idahospringsco.com

General Manager

cameron@ccmrd.com
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PROPERTY 

Park name N/A

Address 

City State CO ZIP Code 

County Congressional district 

Name of property owner 

Ownership Fee simple Lease Easement Other

Applies to Entire site Portion of site

Existing LWCF site Yes No If yes, grant # 08- 

Describe any leases, easements (including surface and subsurface utilities), rights or interests. 

Describe the property and its current uses. Include acreage, terrain, unique features, and usage 
history.  

The City owns the Ballfields Complex. CCMRD has a long term lease to operate the fields and provide 
recreational programming on the fields.

Shelly-Quinn Fields

101 East Idaho Springs Road

Idaho Springs 80452

USA 2nd

City of Idaho Springs

Shelly Quinn Fields are located in east Idaho Springs. It is used for regional sporting & community 
events. The parcel is about 7 acres and is bounded by I-70 to the north, US Forrest Service property 
to the south and east and private property to the west. The Clear Creek Greenway, part of the peaks 
to plains trail runs adjacent to the property line .  
 
The grade is very steep mountain slope on the south end of the site.  This affects about 30% of the 
site, and while it is not not suitable for future development it could feature a new hiking trail. 
 
The site is currently configured with two Baseball Fields, Batting Cages, a Stage, Common Space and 
storage areas. The east ball field currently has limited use for baseball due to it's size and 
orientation.   
 
Finally, an existing public works storage yard on the east side of the park will be removed.
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1. PROJECT SCOPE 10 points 

a) Describe the proposed acquisition or development project.

b) Indicate the current stage of design at the time of application.

Development projects:

Pre-design
Schematic design
Design development
Construction documents
Permitting
Bidding

Acquisitions (applicable milestones obtained at the time of application): 

Yellow Book appraisal complete
Purchase agreement drafted
Land will be open for public use immediately after acquisition

We will redevelop the Shelly-Quinn Ballfields Complex to accommodate a greater diversity of users 
based on a master plan for the facility that was completed earlier this year. 
 
The project will involve redevelopment of the east ballfield and the public works storage facility and 
construction of a new 18,000 square foot skate park, playground, a multi-use green space for youth 
sports, a tennis/pickleball court, a walking trail, a 68-stall parking lot, and a pedestrian plaza with 
restrooms and concession stand. The existing events stage will be relocated to the west ballfield, and 
improvements will be made to the west ballfield and to the segment of Clear Creek Greenway that 
abuts the property. 
    
The total cost of this project is estimated at $4,980,604.08. This includes contingency, mobilization 
and remaining design and engineering. We envision completing this project in two phases: 
 
Phase 1: A project to include deconstruction of the east ballfield and public works storage facility,      
sitework, installation of new utilities, relocation of the events stage, and construction of a green 
space for youth sports, tennis/pickleball court, playground and skatepark.  
 
The City would be requesting $1,250,000 from CPW specifically for the construction of the playground 
and the skatepark. This would be matched by $1,250,000 in City funds for the other work. We 
anticipate that this project will get underway sometime in late 2024 following the completion of the 
NEPA process and remaining design. 
 
Phase 2: Additional improvements under the Master Plan. This phase is estimated to cost 
approximately $2,500,000 and may be phased based on the availability of funding. City staff has had 
initial conversations with GOCO about funding part of this remaining project and anticipates applying 
in late 2024 or 2025. 
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2. PROJECT NEED 5 points 

a) Describe the project’s urgency and why it is being pursued at this time.

3. COMMUNITY BENEFIT 15 points 

a) Describe the community that will benefit from this project. Include relevant demographic and
economic data.

b) Outline any deficiencies or barriers to access that this project would address or improve for the
abovementioned community. Include Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and Architectural
Barriers Act (ABA) access.

The current facility is primarily filled by two large baseball fields. These spaces are primarily used for 
baseball and youth sports such as soccer, and as such they are not currently open to the public all of 
the time. Other spaces in the facility are open, however, recreational opportunities are limited.  
 
This facility will greatly increase the publicly available recreational space in the complex. 
Pickle-ball/Tennis Courts will be open to the public, as will some of the green space, the skatepark 
and the playground.  
 
The facility is being designed to comply with all ADA and ABA requirements. These facilities are 
currently ADA accessible. This project will add ADA parking spaces and new ADA sidewalks. All of the 
new facilities are being designed to comply with ADA and ABA requirements.

The City of Idaho Springs has a population of approximately 1800. Since 2010, the City population has 
slightly decreased (about 8%) but the population of children and older adults has increased. It is 
located approximately 24 miles west of Denver along Interstate 70.  
 
Idaho Springs is a working class community with incomes 39% lower than statewide averages and 56% 
of households earning less than $50,000 per year. 69% of employment in Idaho Springs is related to the 
service industries such as food services and retail. Rising home prices, inflation, and interest rates 
have created a significant issue in our community. 
 
The City is located Clear Creek Canyon, in a steep and rocky valley with limited green space available. 
The City currently operates about 8 publicly available parks, although not all of them feature flat 
green space appropriate for the types of recreational activities envisioned by this plan. Redeveloping 
this park will greatly increase the green space available to residents of the City and the Region.

There has been extensive community engagement regarding this project. These efforts have primarily 
been led by CCMRD and has focused on youth engagement. These efforts included the formation of a 
"Skate Board", a group of stakeholders interested in the development of the new Skate Park in the 
City. 
 
This new park is envisioned as the "Community Hub" for residents of both Idaho Springs and Clear 
Creek County. We would like to begin construction on this project as soon as possible, first so that the 
youth that have been engaged in this project see tangible results from their efforts, but also because 
this park will not only increase the amount of green space publicly available to residents of the 
region, but it will also provide other needed recreational amenities to residents such as the skatepark, 
pickleball and tennis courts and the playground.
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c) Estimate the number of people and/or types of user groups that will have access to recreational 
opportunities as a result of this project. Include methods for determining this estimate. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT AND PARTNERSHIPS 15 points 

a) Outline public engagement activities for this project. For example, public meetings, comment 
periods, surveys, etc. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

b) Describe any partnerships that will ensure the project's success. For example, public agencies, 
conservation or recreation groups, local businesses, etc. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

CCMRD and Idaho Springs have been aligned in regard to the goal of providing community park space 
at the Ballfields Complex for over 20 years. Our partnership has allowed us to maintain a large amount 
of public green open space in our community. Our partnership to build a new skate park and to 
provide other amenities in this park is relatively new, however, we believe that it brings together our 
community around what is most important here.  
 
There is a broad spectrum of support for this project in our region. Entities such as Clear Creek 
County, the Clear Creek County School District and the Idaho Springs Chamber of Commerce have all 
expressed support for this project.

The ballfields complex have been the setting for hundreds of community gatherings and sporting 
events dating to the 1960's. It is a heart of our community. This redesign is intended to be well aligned 
with this history and community desires for the future of the site.  
 
There have been numerous community engagement efforts to inform this project. CCMRD has 
spearheaded the deployment of Online surveys, roundtable discussions, pop up events and other 
engagement activities to ensure that there is rich and informative information from the entire 
community. 
 
Some Highlights: 
1. Multiple Work Sessions with City Council and the CCMRD Board, 2 Community Meetings 
2. "Rail Jams" in our Downtown and Ohther areas to raise awareness about the project 
3. Skateboard Give Aways, Community Clean Up Days, Petitions & GoFund Me Efforts.

This park has been designed to serve primarily residents of the City and the County. The City of Idaho 
Springs has 1800 Residents. Clear Creek County has approximately 9500. The programming at these 
facilities will be provided by CCMRD. 
 
CCMRD has engaged in extensive community engagement related to this project. A survey related 
specifically to this project generated 200 responses. Other events organized by the Skate Board and 
CCMRD, such as pop up skate events in town have had hundreds of participants. As such, the skate 
park has been designed to be a regional amenity. 
 
This place is one of the hubs of our community, dating back to the 1960's when it was first used as a 
park. The proposed design is well aligned to community interests and desires for the space. Effort has 
been taken to ensure that it is a space that appeals to young and old alike, supporting all sorts of 
different outdoor activities for our entire community.
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c) Outline any concerns identified as part of public engagement. Explain how these will be
addressed.

5. SCORP 10 points 

a) List the Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP) priorities that this project
will advance.

Priority 1: Sustainable Access and Opportunity
Goal: More Coloradans and visitors benefit from outdoor recreation and conservation.

Priority 2: Stewardship
Goal: Coloradans and visitors enjoy and care for natural and cultural resources and commit to
stewarding them for future generations.

Priority 3: Land, Water and Wildlife Conservation
Goal: Private and public lands and waters are conserved to support sustainable outdoor
recreation, the environment and wildlife habitat.

Priority 4: Funding the Future
Goal: Coloradans and visitors contribute to diverse funding sources that are dedicated to
support outdoor recreation and conservation. Existing sources of funds are preserved.

b) Explain how.

1. Sustainable Access and Opportunity: Idaho Springs is surrounded by world class recreational 
facilities and outdoor areas, however, there is not much flat recreation land available in the region. 
Not all residents of the City and County are able to access recreational opportunities in the River, or 
on the Steep Mountainsides, but this will be a space open and designed for all. 
 
2. Stewardship: This park has existed since the 1960's. It is an important cultural resource in Idaho 
Springs, and redeveloping the park will allow it to remain so long into the future. 
 
3. This park sits in close proximity to wildlife habitat (big horn sheep, bear, elk, deer, mountain lions, 
etc.). Preserving our existing green space and developing recreational facilities within their footprint 
allows us to better co-exist with the wildlife in our area, conserving their valuable habitat. 
 
4. These facilities have been designed to accommodate the future of parks and recreation in Idaho 
Springs. 

1. Several survey respondents spoke to the need to make sure that the park is professionally designed. 
It will be. 
 
2. Ensuring an adequate amount of parking at the facility was a concern. The present plans suggest 
that we will be able to provide over 60 parking spaces (there are currently about 20). 
 
3. Cost was indicated as a concern. This is a relatively expensive project, Idaho Springs and CCMRD are 
trying to source outside funding for portions of the project where it is most appropriate. 
 
4. Safety. This park is in a highly visible area, and has been designed to ensure the safety of patrons 
engaged in all activities.
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6. PLANNING 10 points 

a) Discuss the process that identified this project as a priority.

b) List all approved internal master or outdoor recreation plans and/or any external area, regional,
or statewide plans this project supports.

7. WILDLIFE AND NATURAL RESOURCES 15 points 

a) Describe how potential impacts to wildlife and natural resources were evaluated during the
initial project-scoping phase. For example, using "Planning Trails with Wildlife in Mind", mapping
tools, etc. Include any positive impacts this work will have on wildlife and natural resources.

It is not anticipated that this project will have a large impact on Wildlife. The redevelopment project 
will take place within the footprint of the current facilities, with no expansion planned save for a 
short hiking trail on the south end of the project during a potential later phase of the project.  
 
Idaho Springs consulted IPAC and will consult with CPW and DNR regarding other wildlife and natural 
resources throughout this project. 

1. Shelly-Quinn Sports Complex Master Plan (2023) 
2. Idaho Springs Comprehensive Plan (2017) 
3. Clear Creek ROMP (2023) 
4. Colorado SCORP 
5. GOCO 2020 Strategic Plan 

There have recently been two transformational projects completed in Idaho Springs that have strongly 
enhanced the “walkability” and “vitality” of the City. The first was the reconstruction of Colorado 
Boulevard- this project included construction of new sidewalks, an expansion of Courtney Ryley 
Cooper Park, and the installation of new utilities. The second involved the construction of the 3.4 
miles of Clear Creek Greenway through the City. This trail is part of the Peaks to Plains Trail funded in 
part by GOCO, CPW and CDOT.  
 
During these projects some long existing recreational amenities that had reached the end of their 
useful life had to be demolished. Specifically, this included a small skate park on the east end of town 
and the City’s Tennis Court.  Since this time, the Community in Idaho Springs has since been exploring 
opportunities to construct replacement facilities as a major priority for the City. 
 
In 2022, the current site was identified for this project, and a master plan was developed.
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b) Describe any wildlife and natural resource issues raised by CPW staff during grant application
consultation.

c) Explain how potential wildlife and natural resource impacts will be avoided, minimized, and/or
mitigated. For example, trail realignment, seasonal closures (include dates), signage, gates,
game cameras, etc.

8. PROJECT MANAGEMENT 5 points 

a) Outline any LWCF funding received in the last five years and if the project/s were completed on
time, on budget and within scope. Applicants without LWCF funding, provide examples of similar
grant funded projects that were completed on time, on budget and within scope. Include project
title, year of award, grant amount, and grantor.

The City has not received any LWCF funding in the last 5 years. Some examples of similar grants: 
 
2021: Grants from Great Outdoors Colorado and Colorado Parks and Wildlife to build the first phase of 
hiking and biking trails in Virginia Canyon Mountain Park. $249,487 from CPW and $100,000 from the 
GOCO Resilient Communities Program. Project included 4 miles of Hiking and Uphill Biking Trails. The 
City additionally put $95,853 into the project (cash & in-kind). This project was started in October of 
2021 and finished in April/May of 2022 on budget. In 2022, the City received  $359,087 from Great 
Outdoors Colorado to build phase 2 of this project. This project is currently underway and is on time 
and budget. The City regularly recieves millions of dollars in grants to build and improve 
infrastructure. 

The City of Idaho Springs is willing to work with CPW and DNR to ensure that any anticipated wildlife 
and natural resource impacts will be avoided. There are already a number of such measures in place, 
such as bear proof trash cans. Dogs are also required by ordinance to be leashed while in the City, 
including in the park.

CPW Staff has not raised any issues about wildlife and natural resources at this already existing 
facility.
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9. MAINTENANCE 5 points 

a) Explain how the site will be maintained in perpetuity for outdoor recreation. For example, 
maintenance plans, future budgeting commitments, etc. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10. BUDGET AND FUNDING 10 points 

a) Describe the source of match for the project and when it will be secured. Include in-kind and 
partner contributions. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

b) Describe any consequences if this funding application is unsuccessful. For example, loss of 
partner funds, staff capacity, expiration of surveys, etc. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The City and CCMRD can not complete this project without grant funding. If we do not recieve that 
funding this year, we may proceed with a smaller phase of work as budget allows for site preparation. 
The downside of this will be that current recreational facilities will need to be removed and there is 
no obvious alternative location for them to occur while the site is under construction.  
 
If our funding is unsuccessful, we may additionally need to revisit some of our engagement efforts to 
make sure that this project is well aligned to the needs of the community.

The Clear Creek Recreation Center has dedicated $50,000 for this project. The City has budgeted 
$1,600,000 for this phase of the project, and it is secured. 
 
There is an opportunity to apply for GOCO funding for later phases of this project, but that is out of 
the scope of this grant request.

The City and CCMRD will manage site maintenance and future improvements through our existing 
Lease Agreement. Typically, the City budgets funds for capital maintenance through our annual City 
Budget.



LWCF grant # Type  Date available Amount
Organization Cash Jan-24  $          1,579,058.00 
Project title Cash Jan-24  $               50,000.00 
LWCF grant  Grant ratio 43.42%
Local match  Match ratio 56.58%
Total  Total 100.00%  $          1,629,058.00 

Description Pre-award Anticipated Qty Unit type  Cost per unit  Total  Type  LWCF grant  Local match  Balance 
Land

No  $                          -    $                          -   
Architectural and engineering fees
Final Design and Engineering Yes 1.00 LS  $             300,000.00  $             300,000.00  $             300,000.00  $                          -   

 $                          -    $                          -   
Other architectural and engineering 
fees
General Conditions and Mobilisation [ No 1.00 LS  $             336,891.00  $             336,891.00  Cash  $             336,891.00 
Contingency 1.00 LS  $             300,000.00  $             300,000.00  $             300,000.00  $                          -   

 $                          -    $                          -   
Site work
Earthwork No 1.00 SF  $               48,860.00  $               48,860.00  $               48,860.00  $                          -   
Demolition and removal
Site Demolition No 1.00 SF  $             240,004.50  $             240,004.50  $                9,050.00  $             230,954.50  $                          -   

No  $                          -    $                          -   
Construction
Skatepark No 18,319.00 SF  $                     50.00  $             915,950.00  $             915,950.00  $                          -   
Playground No 1.00 LS  $             200,000.00  $             200,000.00  $             200,000.00  $                          -   
PIP Rubberized Surface No 2,500.00 SF  $                     50.00  $             125,000.00  $             125,000.00  $                          -   
Tennis Court Surface 7,200.00 SF  $                     20.00  $             144,000.00  $             144,000.00 
Equipment
Tennis Court Fence No 360.00 LF  $                   125.00  $               45,000.00  $               45,000.00  $                          -   

No  $                          -    $                          -   
Miscellaneous
Relocation of Stage No 1.00 EA  $               75,000.00  $               75,000.00  $               75,000.00  $                          -   
Relocation of Bleachers No 1.00 EA  $                2,000.00  $                2,000.00  $                2,000.00  $                          -   
Relocate 4" Water Line 850.00 LF  $                   100.00  $               85,000.00  $               85,000.00 
Storm Drainage 1.00 LS  $               10,000.00  $               10,000.00  $               10,000.00 
Irrigation System No 20,541.00 SF  $                       2.50  $               51,352.50  $               51,352.50  $                          -   
TOTAL  $       2,879,058.00  $       1,250,000.00  $       1,629,058.00 

City of Idaho Springs

 Total 

City of Idaho Springs
Diversifying Recreational Uses in Idaho Springs Colorado Clear Creek Metropolitan Rec District
 $                  1,250,000.00 
 $                  1,629,058.00 
 $                  2,879,058.00 

LWCF budget

Project details Match details
Source of match (organization)
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C O L O R A D O  P A R K S  &  W I L D L I F E

Timeline
LAND & WATER CONSERVATION FUND GRANT APPLICATION

PROJECT DETAILS 

Organization

Project title

TASK
Jul- 
Dec 
2023

Jan-
Jun 
2024

Jul-
Dec 
2024

Jan-
Jun 
2025

Jul-
Dec 
2025

Jan-
Jun 
2026

Jul-
Dec 
2026

Project Initiation

Mobilization

Construction 

Other/Additional Category

Open to the public

Grand Opening

Administrative Close-Out 

Grant Award X

Design/Engineering X

Notice to Proceed June

June

X X

X

X

X

City of Idaho Springs

Diversifying Recreation



Main Public Entrance. 
Addi onal Pedestrian/Bike 
Access to the West across 
driveway. (Not Visible) 

 

 

Diversifying Recrea onal Uses in Idaho Springs, Colorado 

Approximate Size: 4.5 Acres 

No Known Easements or Right of Way Issues 
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C O L O R A D O  P A R K S  &  W I L D L I F E

Certification
LAND & WATER CONSERVATION FUND GRANT APPLICATION

PROJECT DETAILS 

Organization

Project title

Match: Our entity is aware that LWCF is a 1:1 matching grant program and that match is available.  
Our entity is aware that failure to spend the minimum match amount listed in the project budget will 
reduce the amount of grant funds.

Reimbursement: Our entity is aware that LWCF uses a reimbursement model where grantees incur 
project costs before seeking reimbursement from CPW. Reimbursement requires submission of 
invoices, proof of payment and progress reports. Project costs (including match) must be incurred 
during the CPW contract period unless marked ‘pre-award’ on the project budget or a Waiver of 
Retroactivity applies.

Laws and regulations: Our entity will adhere to all applicable local, state and federal laws and 
regulations, as well as guidelines governing the LWCF program. This includes Build America Buy 
America (BABA). 

LWCF boundary area: Properties receiving LWCF assistance must be maintained in perpetuity for 
public outdoor recreation. Our entity certifies that it shall record that the property has been 
dedicated to public outdoor recreation in perpetuity as per the LWCF Act on the real property title, 
prior to final reimbursement under this program. 

Inspections: LWCF-assisted properties will be inspected at least once every five years after project 
completion by CPW and/or National Park Service (NPS) staff. If non-public recreation use is discovered, 
or is proposed on the property, our entity will work with State and/or NPS LWCF staff to determine 
and resolve any potential conversion issues.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

I have read and understood the criteria above. On behalf of the applicant entity, I certify to the best 
of my knowledge that the information in this application is true and correct.  

Organization 

Name

Postal address

City State CO ZIP Code

Authorized Representative

Signature Date

Name Title

Andrew Marsh Digitally signed by Andrew Marsh 
Date: 2023.10.03 13:48:01 -06'00'

City of Idaho Springs

1711 Miner Street

Idaho Springs

Andrew Marsh

10/03/2023

City Administrator

City of Idaho Springs

Diversifying Recreational Uses in Idaho Springs, Colorado

80007







   

PO Box 2030  
Georgetown, CO 80444  

1443 Colorado Blvd, Ste B  
Idaho Springs, CO 80452  

(303) 710-9218 
www.clearcreekedc.org  

September 25, 2023 

Colorado Parks and Wildlife 
National Parks Service  
Attn: Land and Water Conservation Fund Grant Program 

RE: Idaho Springs and Clear Creek Metropolitan Recreation District LWCF Application 

To Whom It May Concern:  

This letter is written on behalf of the Clear Creek Economic Development Corporation (CCEDC) 
board of directors in support of the City of Idaho Springs and the Clear Creek Metropolitan 
Recreation District's application to the Land and Water Conservation Fund Grant Program for a 
project to redevelop the Shelly Quinn Baseball Fields in Idaho Springs.    

Idaho Springs and Clear Creek County have a primarily service and tourism-based economy. 
Thousands of visitors come to the region on a daily basis to explore the world-class recreational 
amenities and outdoor recreation areas that abound in our region.  

There is limited flat land available for recreation in Clear Creek County that is accessible to all 
user demographics for sports and community events. The Shelly Quinn Ballfields are ideally 
suited to that purpose, and exist in an area that is easily accessible for both residents and 
visitors. 

This redevelopment project will provide much-needed improvements to this space. This project 
has also engaged our community like few others have. Hundreds of residents, including a huge 
contingent of youth have participated in the creation of this project. It is anticipated that this park 
will become the heart of our community—a place to gather and thrive. 

From an economic development perspective, this facility hosts several events and concerts 
throughout the year that bring regional visitors to our community. This has a positive impact on 
our economy, supporting the tourism and service-based jobs that are located here.  



The Board of the Clear Creek County Economic Development Corporation sincerely supports 
this application for LWCF funding by the City of Idaho Springs and the Clear Creek Recreation 
District.  

Sincerely,   

 
Lindsey Valdez  
President & CEO





Mountain Youth Network
Clear Creek County
PO Box 2000
Georgetown, CO 80444
United States
www.mountainyouthnetwork.org

September 27, 2023
Colorado Parks and Wildlife
National Parks Service
Attn: Land and Water Conservation Fund Grant Program

RE: Idaho Springs and Clear Creek Metropolitan Recreation District LWCF Application

To Whom It May Concern:

This letter is written on behalf of Mountain Youth Network (MYN) in support of the City of Idaho Springs 
and the Clear Creek Metropolitan Recreation District application to the Land and Water Conservation Fund 
Grant Program for a project to redevelop the Shelly Quinn Baseball Fields in Idaho Springs. MYN is a 
coalition-based organization that implements evidence-based programs and strategies to address risk and 
protective factors that reduce substance use and promote prosocial opportunities for youth under Clear 
Creek County Public Health.

In 2022, Clear Creek County Public Health developed a Public Health and Improvement Plan for 2023-
2027. As a result of the 2022 community health assessment and planning process, Clear Creek County 
Public Health prioritized mental health and substance use as leading health challenges in Clear Creek 
County that affect both adults and youth. The redevelopment of the Shelly Quinn Baseball Fields will
increase opportunities for pro-social involvement as well as connect youth and adults with resources, 
ultimately reducing substance use and promoting mental health in the community. 

Furthermore, through the Skate Board, an exuberant amount of Clear Creek youth has been engaged in the 
process of planning and redesigning the fields and the skate park to be built on it. The first community skate 
meeting was held on October 19th 2021, where youth voiced their interest in skate boarding. Subsequently,
our first skate program took place on January 28th 2022 and since then, we’ve had over 300 user days in 
our skating programs, with average program size of 10-15 youth which include skate park trips, skate park 
cleanups, town cleanup, visioning sessions for this project, among other.

Our skating program started through student feedback and has evolved into something much bigger than 
anticipated. In the words of our youth, they love skating because “it is a fun opportunity to hang out with 
friends, it’s free, it’s healthy and active, it gets them excited about their community, everyone can try it”, 
among many other reasons.

Undoubtedly, the building of a skate park and overall redesign of the Shelly Quinn Baseball Fields in Idaho 
Springs will increase positive youth outcomes and the overall health of Clear Creek County. This project 
will also serve as confirmation to our youth that their voice matters, they can enact positive change in their 
community, and overall feel supported and bonded through this safe space to recreate.

Mountain Youth Network greatly supports this application for LWCF funding by the City of Idaho Springs
and the Clear Creek Recreation District.

Sincerely,
Rosemarie Morris - MYN Manager




