
Version 1: August 2023

C O L O R A D O  P A R K S  &  W I L D L I F EApplication form
LAND & WATER CONSERVATION FUND GRANT APPLICATION

PROJECT BASICS

Title

Type Acquisition
Development/renovation
Combination acquisition and development

Acres to be acquired N/A

Outcome Creates new park Expands/improves existing park Other

Phased project Yes No If yes, Phase # of

Brief summary

Grant request $ Grant ratio1 % 

Match $ Match ratio % 

Total $ Total 100 % 

APPLICANT 

Type Local County State Tribal

Organization

Postal address

City State CO ZIP Code

General email UEI #

Lead contact Title

Telephone Email

Project manager Title

Telephone Email

PARTNER OR CO-SPONSOR

Organization N/A

Postal address

City State CO ZIP Code

Contact name Title

Telephone Email

1 Grant ratio = grant request / total . Match ratio = match / total .

Future Park Phase III

3 3

This project will be to complete the third and final phase of a community park 
located in the Arapahoe County portion of Bennett. This is the only active park 
in this area of Bennett. It is along the trail system that goes through the 
Bennett Regional Park and Open Space.

171,725.00

179,775.00

351,500.00

49.00

51.00

Town of Bennett

207 Muegge Way 

Bennett

Danette Ruvalcaba

303-644-3249

Robin Price

303-644-3249

bennett@bennett.co.us

80102

LB9DGX11Q1S6

Director of Finance

druvalcaba@bennett.co.us

Director of Public Works

rprice@bennett.co.us
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PROPERTY 

Park name N/A

Address 

City State CO ZIP Code 

County Congressional district 

Name of property owner 

Ownership Fee simple Lease Easement Other

Applies to Entire site Portion of site

Existing LWCF site Yes No If yes, grant # 08- 

Describe any leases, easements (including surface and subsurface utilities), rights or interests. 

Describe the property and its current uses. Include acreage, terrain, unique features, and usage 
history.  

None

Future Park

675 Antelope Drive West

Bennett 80102

Arapahoe 2

Town of Bennett

“Future Park” is a 2.67 acre public park located within the Antelope Hills Subdivision and is a direct 
result of developer financial adversity for the Town of Bennett. This park was to be included in the 
build out of the subdivision but has since changed ownership to the Town following the bankruptcy of 
the developer.  We are left with the large financial burden and responsibility to provide the only 
public active park on the Arapahoe County side of Bennett. Currently the lot sits vacant and is very 
unattractive to development, therefore hindering future growth.  
 
Due to the size of this park in comparison to our annual appropriation, we had to phase the full 
construction into three parts. The first was installation of an ADA compliant Rubber Surface 
Playground. It contains play features for ages 2-12. The second phase was installation of a play field 
stabilizing landscaping and some temporary pathways for connection to our trail system. This will be 
the third phase which will complete construction. 
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1. PROJECT SCOPE 10 points 

a) Describe the proposed acquisition or development project.

b) Indicate the current stage of design at the time of application.

Development projects:

Pre-design
Schematic design
Design development
Construction documents
Permitting
Bidding

Acquisitions (applicable milestones obtained at the time of application): 

Yellow Book appraisal complete
Purchase agreement drafted
Land will be open for public use immediately after acquisition

This will be the third and final phase to construct a community park in the Arapahoe County portion of 
Bennett. This park land was originally part of a planned community that went bankrupt prior to 
completing the park. The Town was able to acquire the development however it took many years to 
secure sufficient funding to construct the park. In 2017 we were able to secure an Arapahoe County 
Open Space grant that allowed us to construct an ADA compliant playground. The park opened in 
2018. Then in 2019 we secured a second grant for phase two which allowed for landscaping, a play 
field installation and some crusher-fin trails. The third phase will allow us to complete our 
landscaping, amend the trails to concrete to make them more accessible and durable, the installation 
of a pickle-ball court and parking lot improvements and expansion. The parking a this park was a 
temporary solution by the developers to allow access to the mail boxes located near the park until a 
time in which the park could be completed. Therefore the parking lot is small, is surfaced with 
crushed asphalt and only has on access point for both access and entrance. This is a huge issue during 
peak hours for the park. 
 
This park is located along a trail that winds through the Bennett Regional Park and Open Space. There 
is existing trail that circumvents the playground and the play field. These trails would be converted to 
concrete to increase accessibility and durability due to the significant rain and winds experienced in 
this area.  
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2. PROJECT NEED 5 points 

a) Describe the project’s urgency and why it is being pursued at this time.

3. COMMUNITY BENEFIT 15 points 

a) Describe the community that will benefit from this project. Include relevant demographic and
economic data.

b) Outline any deficiencies or barriers to access that this project would address or improve for the
abovementioned community. Include Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and Architectural
Barriers Act (ABA) access.

The project will include the addition of ADA ramps at the regional park trail crossing as well as at the 
street crossings near the park. The new parking will include ADA designated parking with ramp access. 
Additionally the parking lot will have asphalt and ADA compliant slopes. Currently the parking lot is 
crushed asphalt with does qualify as ADA however the asphalt will improve the accessibility. The 
current crusher fines trails will be converted to 8 foot wide concrete trails to ensure maximum 
accessibility. The pickle ball court will have ADA access. The playground at this park is already ADA 
compliant with rubber surfacing. 

The entity of the Bennett Community will benefit from this project. There are several homes within 
walking distance however the park is a short drive from downtown Bennett. Additionally a regional 
trail plan and construction is underway that will allow the Adams County Bennett residents to walk to 
the park. In addition, the entire eastern corridor of I-70 will benefit from this park due to is proximity 
to the highway and the closest grocery store. The population of Bennett is 3,400 residents but the 
greater Bennett area is nearing 25,000. The median income is $58,000.

This project is urgent because the parking is not condusive to pedestrian safety. It is congested and 
requires backing into the exit/entrance lane. During peak hours of morning and after school there is 
significant car traffic and pedestrian traffic through the park. Furthermore, our community has been 
requesting a pickleball court for the last three years and this is the perfect location to accomodate 
the request. By combining these items in this phase we will be able create real improvement in the 
functionality and safety of the park while adding a much desired amenity.
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c) Estimate the number of people and/or types of user groups that will have access to recreational 
opportunities as a result of this project. Include methods for determining this estimate. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT AND PARTNERSHIPS 15 points 

a) Outline public engagement activities for this project. For example, public meetings, comment 
periods, surveys, etc. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

b) Describe any partnerships that will ensure the project's success. For example, public agencies, 
conservation or recreation groups, local businesses, etc. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

This is an existing park that is maintained by the Town of Bennett Parks Department. Therefore this 
would continue to be the case. The Town of Bennett Board is committed to the annual appropriation 
of resource to ensure the maintenance of this park. In addition to the Town Board the Bennett School 
District and the Antelope Hills HOA is in support of this project as it will provide a safer play option 
for children, many of which use the park before and after school. 

Through an Engage.Shape.Build meeting held at the local community center on August 17, 2016, 57 
residents identified the play equipment to be their number one concern, 37 followed by trails. 
Numerous support letters and neighborhood forums have concluded this updated phased approach and 
guided our proposal to date.  The goals were to construct our phase one active ADA accessible 
playground, park pavilion, along with provide the trail connection link to our protected open space. 
We can meet the cash match requirements and can move directly into construction in 2024, following 
the commitment of this grant.  All of these elements together make for a park space that will appeal 
to users from young children to seniors and can become a reality for so many hopeful residents.   The 
second phase included the priority of installing a multi-use play field. The last two priorities identified 
in the is meeting of a multi-use court and parking improvements will be met in this third and final 
phase. 

This playground is for ages 2-14. Additionally the play field accommodates active play for all ages. The 
connecting trails are ADA compliant and multi-model which allows for use for all ages and abilities. 
The pickle-ball court will be a nice addition that again will serve a wide range of ages and abilities. At 
this time the usage estimate is 50 people a day.
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c) Outline any concerns identified as part of public engagement. Explain how these will be
addressed.

5. SCORP 10 points 

a) List the Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP) priorities that this project
will advance.

Priority 1: Sustainable Access and Opportunity
Goal: More Coloradans and visitors benefit from outdoor recreation and conservation.

Priority 2: Stewardship
Goal: Coloradans and visitors enjoy and care for natural and cultural resources and commit to
stewarding them for future generations.

Priority 3: Land, Water and Wildlife Conservation
Goal: Private and public lands and waters are conserved to support sustainable outdoor
recreation, the environment and wildlife habitat.

Priority 4: Funding the Future
Goal: Coloradans and visitors contribute to diverse funding sources that are dedicated to
support outdoor recreation and conservation. Existing sources of funds are preserved.

b) Explain how.

The Town of Bennett is committed to creating sustainable parks. We utilize low water landscaping and 
install rubber surfacing at all parks to ensure the long-term sustainability of the playground. In 
addition, we are converting the trails to concrete to give the trails the longest lifespan. Additionally, 
our Town Board is committed to appropriating the necessary resources regarding budget and personnel 
to ensure our beautiful parks remain amazing amenities for our community. As mentioned previously, 
this is the only active park in this portion of the Town. The next closest active park is only accessible 
by driving, making this park critically important to the residents in this area.

We did not have any concerns that need to be addressed as a result of the public meetings. 
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6. PLANNING 10 points 

a) Discuss the process that identified this project as a priority.

b) List all approved internal master or outdoor recreation plans and/or any external area, regional,
or statewide plans this project supports.

7. WILDLIFE AND NATURAL RESOURCES 15 points 

a) Describe how potential impacts to wildlife and natural resources were evaluated during the
initial project-scoping phase. For example, using "Planning Trails with Wildlife in Mind", mapping
tools, etc. Include any positive impacts this work will have on wildlife and natural resources.

This work will be complete at an existing park so the wildlife impact will be limited. We are aware of 
the possibility of ground nesting birds and burrowing owls so we will schedule construction outside of 
nesting season to ensure they are protected. 

•2009 Parks, Trails, and Open Space Master Plan; 
•2010 Downtown Planning Study; 
•2012 Comprehensive Plan; 
•2014 Land Use Code Update;  
•2014 Adoption of Model Service Plan;  
•2014 Access Control Plan; and  
•2015 Comprehensive Plan. 
• 2021 Comprehensive Plan 
• 2019 Parks Trails and Open Space Master Plan 
• 2019 Capital Assets and Inventory Master Plan 
 
   

This project has been of high priority for over a decade as it was a promised benefit to the residents 
of this community by the original developer. The Town has worked diligently for several years to 
secure funding to complete the park, the first of which can in 2018. We have continued to work 
towards funding for each phase and have successfully completed two of them. This is the last phase 
and is critically to the overall safety and functionality of the park as it is used heavily by this 
community and the surrounding area. 
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b) Describe any wildlife and natural resource issues raised by CPW staff during grant application
consultation.

c) Explain how potential wildlife and natural resource impacts will be avoided, minimized, and/or
mitigated. For example, trail realignment, seasonal closures (include dates), signage, gates,
game cameras, etc.

8. PROJECT MANAGEMENT 5 points 

a) Outline any LWCF funding received in the last five years and if the project/s were completed on
time, on budget and within scope. Applicants without LWCF funding, provide examples of similar
grant funded projects that were completed on time, on budget and within scope. Include project
title, year of award, grant amount, and grantor.

The Town has received two previous grants to install a trail system in our Bennett Regional Park and 
Open Space from LWCF. Both of these projects were completed on time and on budget. The Town has 
also completed at least seven other trail projects with Arapahoe and Adams County.

We will ensure we plan construction during times that mitigate the primary wildlife concerns. 
Specifically we will do construction outside of the Burrowing Owl season. Additionally we will continue 
our weed mitigation program that is currently in place at this park. 

The concerns raised were for the ground nesting birds and burrowing owls. Additionally there was 
concern regarding weed mitigation to ensure that noxious weeds are not spread. We are committed to 
taking all recommendations.
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9. MAINTENANCE 5 points 

a) Explain how the site will be maintained in perpetuity for outdoor recreation. For example, 
maintenance plans, future budgeting commitments, etc. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10. BUDGET AND FUNDING 10 points 

a) Describe the source of match for the project and when it will be secured. Include in-kind and 
partner contributions. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

b) Describe any consequences if this funding application is unsuccessful. For example, loss of 
partner funds, staff capacity, expiration of surveys, etc. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

If we do not receive this grant phase three of this park will be postponed. The parking an pickle-ball 
court will likely be pushed to a fourth phase that we will work to get funding for at which time we will 
then complete the park. 

The Town of Bennett will be using Arapahoe County Open Space shareback funds for the cash match 
We will also be applying for an Arapahoe County Open Space grant in the spring of 2024. However if 
the Arapahoe County Grant is not received the Town is committed to match complete the full match 
utilizing our Capital Improvement Fund. 

The park will receive regular maintenance including weed mitigation to ensure the stoppage of 
noxious weeds, mowing, seeding, pruning and watering. Additionally necessary fertilization of plants, 
turf and trees. Our Public Works director has a horticulture degree and cares deeply for our parks. 



LWCF grant # Type  Date available Amount
Organization Cash Jun-24  $            158,625.00 
Project title Cash Jan-24  $              21,112.75 
LWCF grant  Grant ratio 48.87%
Local match  Match ratio 51.13%
Total  Total 100.00%  $            179,737.75 

Description
Pre-award 

cost

Anticipated 
date of 
expense

Qty Unit type  Cost per unit  Total  Type  LWCF grant  Local match  Balance 

Land
No  $                          -    $                          -   

Architectural and engineering fees

Construction Documents Yes Mar-24 1.00 set  $              55,000.00  $              55,000.00  Cash  $                7,000.00  $              48,000.00  $                          -   
Class III Cultural Survey Yes Mar-24 1.00 set  $                5,000.00  $                5,000.00  $                2,000.00  $                3,000.00  $                          -   
Other architectural and engineering 
fees

 $                          -    $                          -   
Site work
Subgrade Prep-Parking No Oct-24 1,100.00 SY  $                      2.25  $                2,475.00  Cash  $                2,475.00  $                          -    $                          -   
Grading/Earthwork No Apr-24 5,000.00 sqft  $                      6.32  $              31,600.00  Cash  $                4,022.05  $              27,577.95  $                          -   
Demolition and removal
Parking Lot No Oct-24 185.00 CY  $                      6.55  $                1,211.75  Cash  $                1,211.75  $                          -    $                          -   
Construction
Mobilization No Oct-24 1.00 Each  $                3,682.95  $                3,682.95  Cash  $                3,682.95  $                          -    $                          -   
Sidewalk Trail No Sep-24 2,800.00 sqft  $                     12.00  $              33,600.00  Cash  $                4,276.37  $              29,323.63  $                          -   
ADA Ramps No Sep-24 4.00 Each  $                1,173.50  $                4,694.00  Cash  $                   597.42  $                4,096.58  $                          -   
Court No Sep-24 1,980.00 sqft  $                     22.20  $              43,956.00  Cash  $              43,956.00  $                          -    $                          -   
6" Asphalt Parking lot No Oct-24 1,100.00 sqft  $                     48.00  $              52,800.00  Cash  $              52,800.00  $                          -    $                          -   
Striping No Oct-24 20.00 Spaces  $                   250.00  $                5,000.00  Cash  $                5,000.00  $                          -    $                          -   
Curb and Gutter No Oct-24 300.00 LF  $                     20.70  $                6,210.00  Cash  $                6,210.00  $                          -    $                          -   
Signage No Oct-24 4.00 Each  $                     50.00  $                   200.00  Cash  $                   200.00  $                          -    $                          -   
Parking Blocks No Oct-24 20.00 Each  $                   150.00  $                3,000.00  Cash  $                3,000.00  $                          -    $                          -   
Culverts/Drainage No Oct-24 2.00 Each  $              12,726.00  $              25,452.00  Cash  $              25,452.00  $                          -    $                          -   
2" Ornamental Trees No Apr-24 6.00 Each  $                   750.00  $                4,500.00  Cash  $                   572.73  $                3,927.27  $                          -   
Evergreen Trees No Apr-24 3.00 Each  $                   750.00  $                2,250.00  Cash  $                   286.36  $                1,963.64  $                          -   
Ornamental Grass No Apr-24 35.00 Each  $                     35.00  $                1,225.00  Cash  $                   155.91  $                1,069.09  $                          -   
Deciduous Shrubs No Apr-24 17.00 Each  $                     65.00  $                1,105.00  Cash  $                   140.64  $                   964.36  $                          -   
Evergreen Shrubs No Apr-24 6.00 Each  $                     75.00  $                   450.00  Cash  $                     57.27  $                   392.73  $                          -   
Irrigation No Sep-24 1,000.00 LF  $                     25.00  $              25,000.00  Cash  $                3,181.82  $              21,818.18  $                          -   
Equipment

No  $                          -    $                          -   
Miscellaneous
Wood/Rock Mulch No Apr-24 1,934.00 sqft  $                      2.00  $                3,868.00  $                   492.29  $                3,375.71  $                          -   
Native Seed No Apr-24 20,000.00 sqft  $                      0.50  $              10,000.00  $                1,272.73  $                8,727.27  $                          -   
Bed Prep No Apr-24 1,934.00 sqft  $                      0.45  $                   870.30  $                   110.77  $                   759.53  $                          -   
Edger No Apr-24 100.00 LF  $                      8.50  $                   850.00  $                   108.18  $                   741.82  $                          -   
Benches No Apr-24 3.00 Each  $                2,500.00  $                7,500.00  $                   954.55  $                6,545.45  $                          -   
Shade Canopy No Apr-24 1.00 Each  $              20,000.00  $              20,000.00  $                2,545.46  $              17,454.54  $                          -   
TOTAL  $           351,500.00  $           171,762.25  $           179,737.75 

LWCF budget

Project details

Future Park Phase III

Match details
Source of match (organization)
Arapahoe County
Arapahoe County Shareback

 Total 

Town of Bennett

 $                     171,762.25 
 $                     179,737.75 
 $                     351,500.00 
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Phase I-Play Ground

Phase II - Play eld
and landscaping

Phase III –
Asphalt trails,
Parking lot
improvements,
and landscaping



Connection trail to play area. This trail will match 
crush refines around the play field.

Concrete will change entrance to ADA accessible 



Existing Parking Lot



Expansion of Parking Lot
to add additional parking

Additional entrance from 
the east and Sidewalk will 
be concrete



Additional Driveway and 
ADA Crosswalk

Landscaping Improvement and 
Sidewalk
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Version 1: August 2023

C O L O R A D O  P A R K S  &  W I L D L I F ECertification
LAND & WATER CONSERVATION FUND GRANT APPLICATION

PROJECT DETAILS 

Organization

Project title

Match: Our entity is aware that LWCF is a 1:1 matching grant program and that match is available.  
Our entity is aware that failure to spend the minimum match amount listed in the project budget will 
reduce the amount of grant funds.

Reimbursement: Our entity is aware that LWCF uses a reimbursement model where grantees incur 
project costs before seeking reimbursement from CPW. Reimbursement requires submission of 
invoices, proof of payment and progress reports. Project costs (including match) must be incurred 
during the CPW contract period unless marked ‘pre-award’ on the project budget or a Waiver of 
Retroactivity applies.

Laws and regulations: Our entity will adhere to all applicable local, state and federal laws and 
regulations, as well as guidelines governing the LWCF program. This includes Build America Buy 
America (BABA). 

LWCF boundary area: Properties receiving LWCF assistance must be maintained in perpetuity for 
public outdoor recreation. Our entity certifies that it shall record that the property has been 
dedicated to public outdoor recreation in perpetuity as per the LWCF Act on the real property title, 
prior to final reimbursement under this program. 

Inspections: LWCF-assisted properties will be inspected at least once every five years after project 
completion by CPW and/or National Park Service (NPS) staff. If non-public recreation use is discovered, 
or is proposed on the property, our entity will work with State and/or NPS LWCF staff to determine 
and resolve any potential conversion issues.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

I have read and understood the criteria above. On behalf of the applicant entity, I certify to the best 
of my knowledge that the information in this application is true and correct.  

Organization 

Name

Postal address

City State CO ZIP Code

Authorized Representative

Signature Date

Name Title

Town of Bennett

207 Muegge Way 

Bennett

Danette Ruvalcaba

10/3/2023

Director of Finance

Town of Bennett

Future Park Phase III

80102







April 14, 2023

Arapahoe County Open Spaces:

On behalf of the Antelope Hills HOA, I would like to convey my support and the support of the
neighborhood for the continuing work on Future Park in Antelope Hills. Each phase has been well
received and utilized on a regular basis.

As our community continues to grow and raise their families, the space for recreation and exercise in
our neighborhood is highly valued. We appreciate that Phase III will improve the parking lot, add park
amenities and complete the landscaping and irrigation.

Sincerely,

Kat Crow 

Antelope Hills HOA Vice President



Harriet McNeill 

Bennett, CO 80102 

Dear Grants Committee: 

As a long time resident of Antelope Hills, I have been involved in supporting local trails, parks and open 

space. I wrote a previous support letter for Phase II of Future Park and am pleased to offer continued 

support for Phase Ill. 

The completion of the landscaping and irrigation, the improvement to the parking lot with additional 

spaces and better traffic flow as well as adding additional amenities are needed to complete this park .. 

I look forward to seeing friends, neighbors and visitors enjoying themselves at this park and the 

surrounding trails and open space. 

Sincerely, 

�� Yh� 

Harriet McNeill. 



Charles and Susan Bayley 

 

Bennett, Co 80102 

May9,2023 

Trish Styles 

Town of Bennett 

207 Muegge Way 

Bennett, CO 80102 

Dear Grants Committee:, 

As a long time residents of Antelope Hills, we have been involved with the 

development of Future Park going back to public meetings when the park became the 

Town's responsibility. We have enjoyed using the park and having our grandson enjoy 

the playground equipment. We supported earlier Phases of Future Park and are in full 

support of Phase Ill. 

The completion of the landscape and irrigation, improvements to the parking lot to 

allow additional needed parking and better traffic flow along with additional amenities 

are needed to complete the park. 

We enjoy seeing people use the park today and know that with improvements more 

people will utilize the park and access the trails and open space in the area. 

Sincerely yours, 

C ft 

Charles and Susan Bayle 


