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C O L O R A D O  P A R K S  &  W I L D L I F E

Application form
LAND & WATER CONSERVATION FUND GRANT APPLICATION

PROJECT BASICS

Title

Type Acquisition
Development/renovation
Combination acquisition and development

Acres to be acquired N/A

Outcome Creates new park Expands/improves existing park Other

Phased project Yes No If yes, Phase # of

Brief summary

Grant request $ Grant ratio1 % 

Match $ Match ratio % 

Total $ Total 100 % 

APPLICANT 

Type Local County State Tribal

Organization

Postal address

City State CO ZIP Code

General email UEI #

Lead contact Title

Telephone Email

Project manager Title

Telephone Email

PARTNER OR CO-SPONSOR

Organization N/A

Postal address

City State CO ZIP Code

Contact name Title

Telephone Email

1 Grant ratio = grant request / total . Match ratio = match / total .

Fishers Canyon Open Space Development

1 2

Implementation of the pending 2024 Fishers Canyon Open Space Master and 
Management Plan. Anticipated elements include: designated trailhead,  
improved ADA accessible trail loop and nature experience, development of  
Chamberlain Trail, open space system trails, signage, and wayfinding. 

1,250,000.00

1,250,000.00

2,500,000.00

50.00

50.00

City of Colorado Springs - Parks, Recreation, and Cultural Services (PRCS)

1401 Recreation Way

Colorado Springs

Stephanie Surch

(719)385-6024

David Deitemeyer 

(719)385-6515

PRCS@coloradosprings.gov 

80905

HV8LYKJKAQW6

Grant Writer 

stephanie.surch@coloradosprings.gov 

Senior Landscape Architect 

david.deitemeyer@coloradosprings.gov 
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PROPERTY 

Park name N/A

Address 

City State CO ZIP Code 

County Congressional district 

Name of property owner 

Ownership Fee simple Lease Easement Other

Applies to Entire site Portion of site

Existing LWCF site Yes No If yes, grant # 08- 

Describe any leases, easements (including surface and subsurface utilities), rights or interests. 

Describe the property and its current uses. Include acreage, terrain, unique features, and usage 
history.  

The property was acquired through the City of Colorado Springs Trails, Open Space, and Parks (TOPS) 
property, a City sales tax-funded program, and all restrictions as noted in the Trails, Open Space, 
and Parks Policies and Procedures Manual (Revised October, 2016) apply to the open space.  
This document can be found at: https://coloradosprings.gov/parks/page/tops-working-committee 
 
There is a 40’ access road easement (REC 207023879) that provides access to the two inholdings for 
the debris basis owned by the HOA. There is also a utility easement on the south side (REC 205014505 
and REC 206056483), a Preservation and a Covenants, conditions, restrictions and easements 
associated with the previous owner’s unsuccessful development plan. The survey with the easement 
information is provided. Additionally, there was a public improvement easement created for the 
proper terminus of Wellfleet Street. (See attached documents). 

Fishers Canyon Open Space 

Property has not yet been platted. Approx address is 5767 Wellfleet St. 

Colorado Springs 80906

El Paso 5

City of Colorado Springs 

01187

Fishers Canyon Open Space, a 343-acre natural area on the slopes of Cheyenne Mountain, was 
acquired by the City of Colorado Springs Parks Department in two phases in the Fall of 2021 and the 
Spring of 2022. The open space was acquired with the Trails, Open Space and Parks (TOPS) program 
to conserve the property with sustainable public access. The City of Colorado Springs applied for and 
was awarded a $1.25 Million LWCF grant for the acquisition of phase 2 of the open space. 
The open space boarders private land on the east and north, and public lands on the west and south. 
The addition of Fishers Canyon Open Space allows for landscape level conservation, habitat 
protection and sustainable managed public access. The property is currently undeveloped. The City 
of Colorado Springs PRCS team will be leading a public master and management plan starting in Q4 
2023. The master plan is estimated to take 10-11 months to complete and will guide subsequent 
development.  
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1. PROJECT SCOPE 10 points 

a) Describe the proposed acquisition or development project.

b) Indicate the current stage of design at the time of application.

Development projects:

Pre-design
Schematic design
Design development
Construction documents
Permitting
Bidding

Acquisitions (applicable milestones obtained at the time of application): 

Yellow Book appraisal complete
Purchase agreement drafted
Land will be open for public use immediately after acquisition

 
Fishers Canyon Open Space Master Plan Implementation. The scope of work will encompass the 
implementation of the pending 2024 Fishers Canyon Open Space Master and Management Plan. While 
the master plan will be shortly underway and will require input from the public, it is anticipated the 
proposed final master plan will include a designated trailhead within the property, an improved ADA 
accessible trail loop and nature experience, the development of the natural surface Chamberlain 
Trail, open space trails and signage, and wayfinding. See the project element details below.  
• Construction of a new paved trailhead and access drive to accommodate an estimated 60 to 80 
vehicles. The trailhead will provide first-time access to the new open space parcels, improving access 
and connectivity. Construction will include the grading of the land, concrete and asphalt, stormwater 
infrastructure, fencing, and parking lot signage. 
 
• Construction of approximately 3.5 miles of the Chamberlain Trail within the open space. The 
Chamberlain Trail is a tier 3 (48” natural surface trail) multi-use trail proposed to provide for 
equitable access into the open space. The Chamberlain Trail is a 26+ mile master planned trail that 
hopes to connect Blodgett Open Space to Cheyenne Mountain State Park. This section of trail will 
establish a north/south corridor in the open space significantly improving the trail connectivity, 
wildlife habitats and user experience. 
 
• Construction of approximately 12 miles of multi- use natural surface open space trails to provide 
sustainable access. These trails will establish designated access points into the open space and 
much-needed trail connections for improved overall connectivity and open space interaction. 
 
• Construction of an approximately 0.4-mile natural surface ADA accessible trail loop with a series of 
benches and/or picnic tables along the loop.  
 
• Installation of trail wayfinding at all the new trails and intersections (estimated at 60 posts), 
including a kiosk with trail map, rules, and regulations, and Leave No Trace messaging at the 
trailhead, and open space identification at the entryway.  
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2. PROJECT NEED 5 points 

a) Describe the project’s urgency and why it is being pursued at this time.

3. COMMUNITY BENEFIT 15 points 

a) Describe the community that will benefit from this project. Include relevant demographic and
economic data.

b) Outline any deficiencies or barriers to access that this project would address or improve for the
abovementioned community. Include Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and Architectural
Barriers Act (ABA) access.

The lure of outdoor amenities and a proliferation of new jobs in recent years has made Colorado 
Springs one of the fastest growing cities in the state. With the city's increased population arises a 
demand for more recreation areas, and with this demand, land management challenges to balance 
recreational and preservation needs. PRCS staff also recognizes that some areas of the city lack 
adequate access to open spaces. As Colorado Springs has grown exponentially in the last two decades, 
undisturbed open space is rare. Further still, undeveloped open space within and/or in proximity to 
neighborhoods is even more unique. Fishers Canyon Open Space will provide access for residents not 
only directly connected to the area, but will provide recreational opportunities for residents of 
Southeast Colorado Springs and nearby military installations. A proposed ADA-accessible trail and 
picnic area will provide greater outdoor equity for diverse users. Construction will incorporate both 
ADA and ABA best practices when not constrained by site limitations. 

With nearly 500,000 residents, Colorado Springs is the state’s second largest city. Located on the 
Front Range, it boasts a vibrant community with proximity to an abundance of outdoor amenities, and 
a temperate climate conducive to four seasons of outdoor recreation. Colorado Springs is unique in its 
geographic expansiveness, with a municipal footprint that spans 195 square miles. It has a culturally 
rich and economically diverse population. The city's median household income is $71,957, much lower 
than the state average of $80,184. 25 percent of residents identify as BIPOC, 12 percent are veterans, 
and 10 percent have a disability. From its inception, Colorado Springs has long enjoyed a robust park 
system that has helped shape the community’s identity. The City of Colorado Springs PRCS department 
maintains over 18,000 acres of parkland and open space, 15 regional parks, 143 neighborhood and 
community parks, an extensive urban trail network, community centers, museums, Garden of the Gods 
Park and Pikes Peak America’s Mountain. According to the 2014 PRCS Master Plan, 76 percent of 
residents say they utilize the city’s parks and open spaces at least twice per week.  

Fishers Canyon Open Space is a unique parcel of undisturbed land rarely found within city limits. Its 
anticipated potential includes regional and local trail development, wayfinding, and interpretive 
signage that speaks to the cultural history of the property. The property contains an abundance of 
wildlife, including coyotes, bears, mountain lions, and foxes as well as the Mexican Spotted Owl. Its 
terrain encompasses both rugged mountainside and forested areas. Native vegetation also abounds.  
 
Trail development will establish connectivity between federal and state lands, as well as connections 
to additional parks and open spaces.  
 
The open space consists of unique landscapes and natural resources that are unmatched in other Parks 
properties in Colorado Springs.  This would provide countless passive and active recreation  
opportunities across its rugged and pristine terrain for residents and visitors alike.  
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c) Estimate the number of people and/or types of user groups that will have access to recreational 
opportunities as a result of this project. Include methods for determining this estimate. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT AND PARTNERSHIPS 15 points 

a) Outline public engagement activities for this project. For example, public meetings, comment 
periods, surveys, etc. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

b) Describe any partnerships that will ensure the project's success. For example, public agencies, 
conservation or recreation groups, local businesses, etc. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Fishers Canyon Open Space Master and Management process will aim to bring voices of native 
populations to the table, in addition to partners such as the Generation Wild Coalition, RISE Coalition, 
Catamount Institute, and Blackpackers, among others. The planning process will prioritize community 
and youth organizations engaging in meaningful opportunities to provide a vision for the open space 
and trail development to ensure these communities feel welcome in the space. The planning process 
will also include adjacent property owners and multiple trail user groups such as Colorado Springs 
Mountain Bike Association (COSMBA), Medicine Wheel Trail Advocates (MWTA), and Trails and Open 
Spaces Coalition (TOSC), as well as partnerships with the Friends of Cheyenne Mountain State Park and 
Friends of Cheyenne Canon. 

The City of Colorado Springs PRCS Department will lead a strategic community engagement process for 
Fishers Canyon Open Space beginning in Q4 2023. An active stakeholder action committee will be 
assembled and will include neighborhood associations, nonprofits, user groups, and 
advocacy/education groups. The stakeholder committee will meet regularly and will inform the public 
engagement process. Further engagement will include public meetings, community workshops and 
online surveys. PRCS staff and contracted consultant groups will make intentional efforts to include 
historically marginalized voices in the planning process.  

Fishers Canyon Open Space is located in Southwest Colorado Springs within zip code 80906. The area is 
adjacent to the Fort Carson and Cheyenne Mountain State Park. Approximately 40,000 people live 
within a zip code 80906 and another 50,000 people reside in the surrounding areas of Stratton 
Meadows, Stratmoor Hills, and adjacent parts of Southeast Colorado Springs. The 2014 PRCS Master 
Plan revealed that 90 percent of respondents utilize parks and open spaces at least once per week. 
Considering this figure, Fishers Canyon Open Space will provide potential access for nearly 90,000 
proximal residents.
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c) Outline any concerns identified as part of public engagement. Explain how these will be
addressed.

5. SCORP 10 points 

a) List the Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP) priorities that this project
will advance.

Priority 1: Sustainable Access and Opportunity
Goal: More Coloradans and visitors benefit from outdoor recreation and conservation.

Priority 2: Stewardship
Goal: Coloradans and visitors enjoy and care for natural and cultural resources and commit to
stewarding them for future generations.

Priority 3: Land, Water and Wildlife Conservation
Goal: Private and public lands and waters are conserved to support sustainable outdoor
recreation, the environment and wildlife habitat.

Priority 4: Funding the Future
Goal: Coloradans and visitors contribute to diverse funding sources that are dedicated to
support outdoor recreation and conservation. Existing sources of funds are preserved.

b) Explain how.

Sustainable Access and Opportunity: The master planning process will include robust public outreach 
to achieve a collaborative planning process with meaningful input from diverse community voices. This 
process will incorporate outdoor education and stewardship programming which will provide for 
unique engagements with local communities and youth.  
Stewardship:  Fishers Canyon provides ample opportunities for stewardship and community outreach.  
With open space development, stakeholders will be involved in the planning process, including those 
with a focus on outdoor education and stewardship, environmental conservation, and wildlife habitat 
restoration and preservation. PRCS staff will work alongside volunteer and friend groups to implement 
best practices of stewardship on the site, as well as encourage these principles in programming.   
Land, Water and Wildlife Conservation: Fishers Canyon Open Space contains an abundance of wildlife. 
The city uses best practices to preserve critical habitat and natural resources in all open space 
development, taking care to balance recreational needs with wildlife and habitat needs.  
 

Though the master planning process has yet to occur at the time of this writing, potential concerns 
often arise from developing single user-optimized trails. These issues are mitigated by educating the 
public about efforts to reduce potential user conflicts and to optimize recreation experiences. 



LWCF: Application form | Page 7 of 9 

6. PLANNING 10 points 

a) Discuss the process that identified this project as a priority.

b) List all approved internal master or outdoor recreation plans and/or any external area, regional,
or statewide plans this project supports.

7. WILDLIFE AND NATURAL RESOURCES 15 points 

a) Describe how potential impacts to wildlife and natural resources were evaluated during the
initial project-scoping phase. For example, using "Planning Trails with Wildlife in Mind", mapping
tools, etc. Include any positive impacts this work will have on wildlife and natural resources.

The City is currently underway with a consultant-led Master and Management Plan. Team members are 
conducting several environmental studies include a class III cultural resource survey, flora and fauna 
assessments, and T & E species surveys. Additionally, we will coordinate closely with the Wildlife 
manager from Colorado Parks and Wildlife during the master and management plan development.  
 
Fishers Canyon Open Space development will balance recreational access while promoting enhanced 
and expanded landscape level wildlife habitat. The recommendations for trail alignments, habitat 
areas, trailheads, and public access will be guided by the "Planning Trails with Wildlife in Mind" 
report. The management approach will be a positive impact on the resources of Fishers Canyon Open 
Space for regulating and designating public access on sustainable trails, promoting protected 
landscapes and maximizing key habitat areas beyond the City of Colorado Springs-owned land 
(connectivity to State and Federal Land).

The City of Colorado Springs has an active Parks system Master and Management Plan adopted in 2014, 
which calls for the following: 
1. Enhance and promote the landscape, built-environment, culture and history of Colorado Springs and 
proposes parks and open space strategies customized to the area’s unique sense of place and people. 
2. Create balanced system of conveniently located parks, interconnected trails, open space networks 
and multipurpose recreational facilities 
3. Protect the natural environment and promote environmental conservation (water quality, wildlife 
habitat, scenic views, air quality) 
 
The City of Colorado Springs Comprehensive Plan (PlanCOS) Chapter 7 highlights the importance of 
preserving natural resources. It states, "Our citizens and City government place a high priority on the 
natural environment–protecting natural features, minimizing impacts of environmental hazards, and 
and conserving natural resources."

This area was identified in the City of Colorado Springs Park System Master Plan in September 2014, 
which was derived from a public process, as a candidate area for open space.  In the master planning 
process, the City employs mechanisms including town hall or neighborhood meetings, requests for 
resident comments, focus groups, questionnaires, and polls as part of its regular operations.  
 
PRCS Staff approached the landowner in March of 2019 when collateral information indicated the 
party was a willing seller. The property was acquired by the City of Colorado Springs PRCS Department 
in two phases in the Fall of 2021 and the Spring of 2022. The open space was acquired with the Trails, 
Open Space and Parks (TOPS) program to conserve the property with sustainable public access. The 
City of Colorado Springs applied for and was awarded a $1.25 Million LWCF grant for the acquisition of 
phase 2 of the open space.
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b) Describe any wildlife and natural resource issues raised by CPW staff during grant application
consultation.

c) Explain how potential wildlife and natural resource impacts will be avoided, minimized, and/or
mitigated. For example, trail realignment, seasonal closures (include dates), signage, gates,
game cameras, etc.

8. PROJECT MANAGEMENT 5 points 

a) Outline any LWCF funding received in the last five years and if the project/s were completed on
time, on budget and within scope. Applicants without LWCF funding, provide examples of similar
grant funded projects that were completed on time, on budget and within scope. Include project
title, year of award, grant amount, and grantor.

The City of Colorado Springs was awarded $1.25  Million for Fishers Canyon Open Space acquisition in 
2022 with administrative closeout of the award in 2023.  
 
Our department has an active LWCF grant award for $750,000 for the Legacy Loop project. This 
project is scheduled to be completed in June 2024. 

- Designated trail alignments and subsequent construction in consideration of wildlife habitat  
 
- Expanding and enhancing key habitat areas and wildlife corridors in the project area as identified 
through surveys conducted as part of the Master and Management Plan process 
 
- Exploring management concepts and recommendations including restricting dogs off leash, seasonal 
trail closures, signage and education, and other applicable regulations 

CPW staff requests that users of the Fishers Canyon Open Space keep dogs on leash. 
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9. MAINTENANCE 5 points 

a) Explain how the site will be maintained in perpetuity for outdoor recreation. For example, 
maintenance plans, future budgeting commitments, etc. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10. BUDGET AND FUNDING 10 points 

a) Describe the source of match for the project and when it will be secured. Include in-kind and 
partner contributions. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

b) Describe any consequences if this funding application is unsuccessful. For example, loss of 
partner funds, staff capacity, expiration of surveys, etc. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

A significant consequence in not securing this funding includes a large portion of reduction in the 
scope of work associated with this phase. It would prolong the implementation of the master plan 
including the trail system, trailheads, and enhancement to wildlife habitat areas. This could create 
multiple years of construction activity within the open space. 
 
Delaying the project development would also limit the Fishers Canyon Open Space as a community 
amenity. There is intense interest and pressure for recreational use in Colorado Springs. This added 
pressures may create unwarranted use and undesired rogue trail creation, impacting resources, 
habitat and public health and safety.

The City of Colorado Springs has secured funding of $1,050,000 in cash that is available now. 
Approximately $235,000 of those funds are encumbered now as part of the Fishers Canyon Open Space 
Master and Management Plan and Pre-award costs.  
 
There will another $200,000 cash available on January 1st, 2024 as part of the City's annual budget. 
 

PRCS Staff will assign a Park Ranger to the property who will oversee its regular maintenance and will 
coordinate with volunteer and "Friends Groups" (such as the Friends of Cheyenne Mountain State Park) 
for stewardship. TOPS funding provides an annual allocation for stewardship of TOPS properties,  
combined with annual general fund dollars and ongoing grant-seeking for further phased development 
and future maintenance needs. 



LWCF grant # Type  Date available Amount
Organization cash Now  $         1,050,000.00 
Project title cash Jan-24  $            200,000.00 
LWCF grant  Grant ratio 50.00%
Local match  Match ratio 50.00%
Total  Total 100.00%  $         1,250,000.00 

Description
Pre-award 

cost

Anticipated 
date of 
expense

Qty Unit type  Cost per unit  Total  Type  LWCF grant  Local match  Balance 

Land
No  $                         -    $                         -   

Architectural and engineering fees

Trailhead engineering and CD's Yes Fall 2024 1.00 LS  $              75,000.00  $              75,000.00  Cash  $              75,000.00  $                         -   
 $                         -    $                         -   

Other architectural and engineering 
fees
Public Master Plan Process, including 
Class III Cultural Survey

Yes Sping 2024 1.00 LS  $            235,000.00  $            235,000.00  Cash  $            235,000.00  $                         -   

 $                         -    $                         -   
Site work
Site Grading No Spring 2025 75,001.00 SF  $                      2.00  $            150,002.00  Cash  $            150,002.00  $                         -   
Roadway and parking lot base prep No Spring 2025 70,000.00 SF  $                      2.00  $            140,000.00  Cash  $            140,000.00  $                         -   
Bioswale with rip rap No Spring 2026 1,000.00 LF  $                    25.00  $              25,000.00  Cash  $              25,000.00  $                         -   
Stormwater Pond No Spring 2025 1.00 LS  $              45,000.00  $              45,000.00  Cash  $              45,000.00  $                         -   

No  $                         -    $                         -   
Demolition and removal
Site grubbing, vegetation removal No Spring 2025 1.00 LS  $              25,000.00  $              25,000.00  Cash  $              25,000.00  $                         -   

No  $                         -    $                         -   
Construction
Concrete curb and gutter No Spring 2025 5,030.00 LF  $                    45.00  $            226,350.00  Cash  $            226,350.00  $                         -   
Concrete sidewalk and plaza space No Spring 2025 75.00 SY  $                   100.00  $                7,500.00  Cash  $                7,500.00  $                         -   
Concrete Accessible parking stall No Spring 2025 90.00 SY  $                   150.00  $              13,500.00  Cash  $              13,500.00  $                         -   
Gravel Roadbase - Driveway and 
parking lot

no Spring 2025 6,000.00 SY  $                    25.00  $            150,000.00  Cash  $            150,000.00  $                         -   

Asphalt (at gated entrance) No Spring 2025 1,778.00 sy  $                    85.00  $            151,130.00  Cash  $            151,130.00  $                         -   
Roadway Culverts with rip rap No Spring 2025 3.00 EA  $                1,500.00  $                4,500.00  Cash  $                4,500.00  $                         -   
Storm sewer inlet and drain pipe No Spring 2025 1.00 LS  $              15,000.00  $              15,000.00  Cash  $              15,000.00  $                         -   
Post and Dowel Fencing No Spring 2025 600.00 LF  $                    30.00  $              18,000.00  Cash  $              18,000.00  $                         -   
Signage: parking lot and roadway No Spring 2025 22.00 EA  $                   400.00  $                8,800.00  Cash  $                8,800.00  $                         -   
Security gate, steel tube structure No Spring 2025 2.00 EA  $                5,000.00  $              10,000.00  Cash  $              10,000.00  $                         -   
Admin. Cable gate NO Spring 2025 3.00 EA  $                1,000.00  $                3,000.00  Cash  $                3,000.00  $                         -   
Boulder Retaining Walls No Spring 2025 600.00 LF  $                   135.00  $              81,000.00  Cash  $              81,000.00  $                         -   
Accessible breeze gravel trail 
surface, 6' wide

No Summer 2025 2,500.00 LF  $                    17.50  $              43,750.00  Cash  $                5,220.00  $              38,530.00  $                         -   

Open Space Picnic Table (accessible) No Summer 2025 6.00 EA  $                4,750.00  $              28,500.00  Cash  $              28,500.00  $                         -   
Open Space bench (Accessible) No Summer 2025 4.00 Ea  $                3,000.00  $              12,000.00  Cash  $              12,000.00  $                         -   
Chamberlain Trail, 48" wide natural 
surface 

No Summer 2025 18,480.00 LF  $                      9.50  $            175,560.00  Cash  $              55,000.00  $            120,560.00  $                         -   

Open Space singletrack trails - 
moderate trail build

no Fall 2025 42,240.00 LF  $                      8.25  $            348,480.00  Cash  $              55,000.00  $            293,480.00  $                         -   

LWCF budget

Project details

Fishers Canyon Open Space Development

Match details
Source of match (organization)
City of Colorado Springs - Trails
City of Colorado Springs - Fishers Canyon OS

 Total 

City of Colorado Springs

 $                  1,250,000.00 
 $                  1,250,000.00 
 $                  2,500,000.00 



Open Space singletrack trails - 
difficult trail build

no Fall 2025 27,102.00 LF  $                    14.00  $            379,428.00  Cash  $              54,998.00  $            324,430.00  $                         -   

Welcome Sign, Open Space 
identification sign

No Fall 2025 1.00 EA  $              20,000.00  $              20,000.00  Cash  $              20,000.00  $                         -   

Open Space Kiosk panel No Fall 2025 2.00 EA  $              22,500.00  $              45,000.00  Cash  $              45,000.00  $                         -   
Trail Wayfinding (trail markers) No Fall 2025 115.00 EA  $                   500.00  $              57,500.00  Cash  $              57,500.00  $                         -   

No  $                         -    $                         -   
Equipment

No  $                         -    $                         -   
Miscellaneous

Stromwater Permit (City of Colorado 
Springs Stormwater Enterprise)

No
Winter 

2024/25
1.00 LS  $                5,000.00  $                5,000.00  Cash  $                5,000.00  $                         -   

Stormwater Permit Colorado 
Department of Public Health and 
Environment 

No
Winter 

2024/25
1.00 LS  $                1,000.00  $                1,000.00  Cash  $                1,000.00  $                         -   

No  $                         -    $                         -   
TOTAL  $        2,500,000.00  $        1,250,000.00  $        1,250,000.00 
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Timeline
LAND & WATER CONSERVATION FUND GRANT APPLICATION

PROJECT DETAILS 

Organization

Project title

TASK
Jul- 
Dec 
2023

Jan-
Jun 
2024

Jul-
Dec 
2024

Jan-
Jun 
2025

Jul-
Dec 
2025

Jan-
Jun 
2026

Jul-
Dec 
2026

Project Initiation

Mobilization

Construction 

Other/Additional Category

Open to the public

Grand Opening

Administrative Close-Out 

Master Plan Approval (Pre Awd X

Constuction Documents (Pre Aw X X

Procurement Process X

Trail Contractor X

Trailhead Contractor X

Open Space Trails X X

Trailhead and Amenities X X

Substatial Compleation X

Stormwater Permit X

X

X

X

City of Colorado Springs - Parks, Recreation, and Cultural Services 

Fishers Canyon Open Space Development 
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Fishers Canyon 

 

 
View of Fishers Canyon looking northwest, with adjacent features highlighted and 
neighborhood in the foreground. 

 

 

View from Fishers Canyon property southeast.  



 

 

View of Fishers Canyon looking northwest from a clearing on the property. “Cloud Camp” and “The 
Horns” are featured in the upper right of the mountain landscape, just west of the property boundary.  

 

 

View of Fishers Canyon’s unique and rugged terrain looking west from near the property entrance.  
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Certification
LAND & WATER CONSERVATION FUND GRANT APPLICATION

PROJECT DETAILS 

Organization

Project title

Match: Our entity is aware that LWCF is a 1:1 matching grant program and that match is available.  
Our entity is aware that failure to spend the minimum match amount listed in the project budget will 
reduce the amount of grant funds.

Reimbursement: Our entity is aware that LWCF uses a reimbursement model where grantees incur 
project costs before seeking reimbursement from CPW. Reimbursement requires submission of 
invoices, proof of payment and progress reports. Project costs (including match) must be incurred 
during the CPW contract period unless marked ‘pre-award’ on the project budget or a Waiver of 
Retroactivity applies.

Laws and regulations: Our entity will adhere to all applicable local, state and federal laws and 
regulations, as well as guidelines governing the LWCF program. This includes Build America Buy 
America (BABA). 

LWCF boundary area: Properties receiving LWCF assistance must be maintained in perpetuity for 
public outdoor recreation. Our entity certifies that it shall record that the property has been 
dedicated to public outdoor recreation in perpetuity as per the LWCF Act on the real property title, 
prior to final reimbursement under this program. 

Inspections: LWCF-assisted properties will be inspected at least once every five years after project 
completion by CPW and/or National Park Service (NPS) staff. If non-public recreation use is discovered, 
or is proposed on the property, our entity will work with State and/or NPS LWCF staff to determine 
and resolve any potential conversion issues.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

I have read and understood the criteria above. On behalf of the applicant entity, I certify to the best 
of my knowledge that the information in this application is true and correct.  

Organization 

Name

Postal address

City State CO ZIP Code

Authorized Representative

Signature Date

Name Title

City of Colorado Springs - Parks, Recreation, and Cultural Services 

1401 Recreation Way 

Colorado Springs 

Blessing A. Mobolade 

10/03/23 

Mayor; City of Colorado Springs 

City of Colorado Springs - Parks, Recreation, and Cultural Services 

Fishers Canyon Open Space Development 

80905 

presentative

Blessing A Mobolade



Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) Grant Application

WHEREAS,   Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) is soliciting grant        
applications for its FY 2024 grant opportunity;

WHEREAS, The City of Colorado Springs (“City”) is requesting funds from LWCF
that if approved will be applied to Fishers Canyon Open Space 
development in the amount of $1,250,000; 

WHEREAS, The City acknowledges that the grant includes a matching funds 
requirement which will be fulfilled through TOPS, and that the City 
shall be responsible to provide documentation to CPW if grant is 
awarded;

WHEREAS, The City acknowledges that the terms of the grant award and legal 
obligations will be further outlined in a grant agreement that will be 
executed by the Office of the Mayor;

NOW THEREFORE, I, Blessing A. Mobolade, Mayor of the City of Colorado Springs, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me, do hereby proclaim support 
for the City of Colorado Springs application to LWCF for Fishers 
Canyon Open Space Development. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have
hereunto set my hand and caused
the Great Seal of the City of
Colorado Springs to be affixed this
3rd day of October 2023.

__________________________
Blessing A. Mobolade, Mayor
City of Colorado Springs

y

____________________
Bl i A M b l d M



 
Cultural Services 

 
 

 
2 Oct 2023 

 
To Whom it May Concern, 
 
I am writing to support the Colorado Springs, Parks, Recreation and Cultural Department application for 
a Land and Water Conservation Fund Grant to create outdoor recreation and wildlife habitat 
preservation in the newly acquired Fishers Canyon Open Space. 
 
This new Open Space is located in the southwest part of Colorado Springs and will provide amazing and 
critical access to outdoor experiences in this part of town.  There is incredibly unique terrain in Fishers 
Canyon, ranging from rolling foothills to steep drainages and ridgelines.  The property climbs to a saddle 
of Cheyenne Mountain where there are unobstructed views of the city, Pikes Peak, and beyond.  This 
property also provides important connectivity to other city, state, and federal properties and will help to 
continue to build a connected system of trails, open spaces, and parks all along the front range of 
Colorado Springs. 
 
As a TOPS Working Committee member, a mountain biker, climber, hiker, and a resident of a 
neighborhood near the property I am incredibly excited to see all the opportunities that this new open 
space will bring.  It is a unique property with amazing topography and because of that it will take a lot of 
work to create the right recreational opportunities, provide safe and efficient access, and protect the 
areas natural resources and wildlife.  The city has already done some amazing wildfire mitigation work 
that has benefited the open space as well as the surrounding neighborhoods.  There are possibilities to 
create unique hiking and mountain biking trails that connect the existing Chamberlain trail and pave the 
way for connection to Cheyenne Mountain State Park.  There is the possibility of developing bouldering 
and roped rock climbing opportunities.  The lower reaches of Fishers Canyon could be perfect for an 
ADA accessible trail, interpretive trails, and even a nature or learning center.  Also, thanks to the 
topography, trails of varying difficulty can be constructed for different users while maintaining protected 
corridors for wildlife.  The property consists of many distinct drainages that serve to segregate one part 
from the other and create a very unique experience for users that travel from the lower to upper 
elevations of the property. 
 
If awarded, this grant will allow the city to continue its mission to protect valuable open spaces while 
providing opportunities for amazing outdoor experiences for both residents of Colorado Springs and 
visitors.  It will help ensure that Fishers Canyon Open Space can be developed sustainably for future 
generations and will set up the stewardship and this amazing open space. 
 
 
Regards, 
 
 
 
 
Jeff Davis 
 
Colorado Springs Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services Department TOPS Working Committee 








