
Building a Toolbox 
Landowners  Support 

 Incentivizing Volunteer Conservation 

 Permanent and Temporal Tools 

 Creating and Asking for More Tools 

 

 

 

 

 Highly 

successful 

land trust 

 Assisted numerous 

landowners in 

livelihood preservation 

 Protected ~500,00 acres 

of ranchland 

 

 

 

 

 Market  Based 

Conservation 

 Active Conservation  

Pay for Performance 

 Flexible and Stackable – 

Works Generationally 



www.thePWC.org 
 

www.ColoradoCattle.org 
 

Market-based Conservation Mechanism 

Colorado Habitat Exchange 





Need Significant 

INCREASE  

in Conservation 

Landowners Will 

Participate 

Regulation are  

NOT 

the Answer  

Incentives Are ! 

Allows Society to 

Avoid Costs 

Incurred in  

Absence of 

Proactive Measures 

One Size 

 Does NOT Fit  

Flexibility is 

 Needed 



73%. Private 

Land in  

Contiguous U.S. 

75% of ES habitat 

is on Private Land 
Best, Wayburn 2001 



Colorado Habitat Exchange 

Establishes a structured, transparent infrastructure for 

incentivizing assurance-based conservation to occur.  



Larger, More Meaningful Conservation  
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Business Case 

How does the Colorado Habitat Exchange 

provide an alternative way to help energy 

companies achieve permitting in a timelier 

manner? 

• Standardize impact and offset measures 

• Offsets likely created before impacts 

happen 

• One mitigation action for multiple regs 

• Assurances 



Meaningful Conservation   -   Credibility 
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Ag Landowner Case 

How does the Colorado Habitat Exchange 

serve the diverse needs of the ranching and 

farming community? 

• Accountable Conservation Actions – 

mitigate indirect/direct regulatory 

impacts 

• Financial diversity and sustainability 

• Conservation credibility 

• Assurances 



Landscape Scale Projects   -   Expanded Private Investment 
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Conservation Case 

How does the Colorado Habitat Exchange 

meet the objectives of the conservation 

community? 

• Increase in results-based conservation 

• Increase adaptive management 

maximizing species conservation 

• Increase landowner and business 

awareness of species 

• Credibility with landowners and business 



Investors  Credit Producers 
 

Program Administrator 
 

. 
 

$ 

Credits 

$ 

Credits 

Offset Accounting Assurances Assurances 

Regulatory Agencies 
 

. 
 

How Credit Exchanges Work 



www.thePWC.org 
 

www.ColoradoCattle.org 
 

Private Landowners are the Future 

• Regulations Are NOT the Solution 

• Landowners are Willing…For  Now 

• Perishable Opportunity 

• Performance Based Outcomes 

 


